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Douglas County’s First Fair

{|
ol =T B KENNEDY

Comparison betwaen the first premium
list of the Douglas County Palr assocla-

ton, isaued In September, 1555, and the
premium st for 11 would be one good
i if ahowing the remarkable strides

wth eof this county mad city. The
e m Ust for the NOirst falr would
ot probably one column of The Bea,
while the premium list for 191 is a
pamphlet of forty-four poges. Tha list
of cash priecs offered In any one of
paveral clnsses today  would equal In

langth the whols livt in all classes, fifty.
thres yoars ago. aad the changed axpect
of the various classes in quite Interesting

In the old lst eleven differsnt classes
were coverad by the money prises offered,
which totaled wslightly under $£60. In the
91 list the classes number only wix.
teap, but the total of all prizes offered

rune well Inte the thousands
Is 168 pevers! |riges were oilersd in
the “oxen clas: the largest amounts

golmg to the best yvoke of working oxen

and the best irained voke of oxen, Bub-

santial priees, that day. were aisa

hung up for horses of every kind, from

the beat work team tn the ""best racking
' horss."’

Four prizes of ¥l each wers offered o
the “culinary clamss’’ at the fiest falr—
for best five porinds of butter, best-five
pounds of cheeso, best two Toaves of
bread and hest gallon of syrup

Development of agricultural Implements
WA enoouraged by prises for avarvthing
frem a breakiog plow to a thrsaher and
cvleanar. Another class was made for
“arpamental work.,” such as painting,
printing, dsguarreotypes and panmanship,
And "'mechanical work” &lso had &
chance to win some ooln by producing
the beat palrs of gentlemen's boots and
thoes and ladias' phoes; also pants, coat,
veol, and best horseshos. In the llne of

‘s work mohey could be won by
the best bonnet, best artificial flowers,
and “best needlework generally.'
‘Corn had not yet won & high place as
crop in Nebraska, and but ons prise
offered, 51 for the best twalve ears.
soveral variaties of paas called
In the 1911 st
With & iou Het of prises
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Bylvanus
Johnson, Phillp Cas.
Patrick, H. D, JYohnson, ¥
Z Chapman, R 8 Bryant. John 1.
Painter, James McArdle. Joseph Hheely,
H. Page, W. H. Backus, Willlam Oxr,
Mo W. Stephens, P. C. Chapman,
Gﬂm W. Homan, Smith Richardson,
Robert Knox, J. Resss, T, C. Smith, A.
d. Hanscom, E. H Chapman, L A
Walker, James Megeath, Dr. Enoca Lowe,
Jumes Crelghton, M. W. Keith, A. T.
McAdams, B, E. B Kennedy, Joseph
Barker, J. M. Thaver (afterward gov-
arnor and general in the army), A. Van
Vamp, O B Beldon, A, D. Jones (first
lulrnmm. George Armstrong, George
yen, B. Costers, Fred Drexel, Thomas
MQP Ingalln, V Burkley, W, T.
Beake, J. T. Croft, M. F. 8hinn, Nelson
. Buiker,
. The women taking part in the first
falr as judges were Mesdames Jesse
. Lowe. J. T. Griffin., H. Johuson, T. G
M\nu 8 T, Fifiald, J. M. Thayer,
B H. Chapman, A. D. Jones, B Esta-
Brook. A. Van Camp, A. J. Hanscom,
8. L. Miller, H. Zollar, R. Smiley. A. R
Glimore, B H. Chaplain, T. B Ssiden
Baker.

T

“at the earllest moment,” so

i Vacancies could be filled on the
morming of ths opsalng day.

The officers were: Frealdent, L. A,
Walker. vice presidents, J. M. Thayer,
O B Belden, Joseph Barker, John Stein-
“Dubger, McoKinzie, J. W. Hoberts: see.
golary. Willlam Young Brown; tressurer,
E. Allen; executive commitise, 12 H
4. T. Griffin, B. H. Chapman,
Lowe, H. D, Johnson, R. B Bryant,
M T Patrick, B. ). Whit.
agoath, A. J. Hanscom, W, 7T
. Crelghton, J. B, Allen
list was printed in ihe
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QFFICER AT 1T DOONGLAS CO0 EXIR 1858

.4 pariods that the

Gw
SEL DOUGLAS €0 ACRICULTDRAL
SOCTETY

Omaha papar of that day and a copy
was presanted by the family of 1. A
Walker, first president, It was cat out

and pasted on a sheet of writing paper
Insorjbed on the back of the list iz the
following mnotatlon, In an old-fashioned
hand

"The spring of 1808 commenced with a
very hedvy depresplon In all kinds of
businass, In prospects and prices Pro-
ducs of all kKinda selling lowi much hald
over not bringing cost of production
Good corn Is scartaly to be had, but the
genaral price ranges below M cents a
bushel. May 15, potatoesn were selling at
X to 3 cents per bushel. The weather
was bsautiful In March, but cold and
backward from the middle of April to
middle of May. Junas and July wers very
Wwat, extra heavy rains for this couhtry.
Corn washed out In many places The
emigration to the gold reglons ralsed the
price of corn and potatoes, but nelther
ranged above 60 cents & bushel '

Thes county falr gssoclation continued
to hold its annual fair mainly in the vi.
alnity of its first location, but occastonaily
in Omaha proper, loining with the state
falr when It was firnt located at Omalia
and continuing in this relation during the
Biata falr was belng
held In Omaha. and until it was perma-
nently loeated at Linecsin In 1) Since
then Douglas county has been holding its
falr In conjunction with the Ak-8ar-Ben
foatival, furnishing some of the best dis-
plays sver gotten together by a county
organization. Today this soclety stundu
tha peer of any oounty agricultural so-
olety In the Unlted States. in point of
excallence and magnitude of Its farm
products and gensral display, barring live
stock. In fts snnual exhibitions this falr
hias for the last seventeen years maln-
tained an avernge axhibition space of
6,000 square fest

In 186 the Douglas County Falr asso-
cintion organized a system of precinet
or township collective exhibits, W whioch
each precinot in the ocounty became an
Independent exhibition aesociation, W
open contest and competition againet all
other precincts or towmships. As many as
twelve precincts out of thirteen In the
county have entared In competition for
the prises offered.

The cash premium incentive waa, from
the start, & recognized stimulant in se-
curing the attention and Interest of ox-
hibitors, As much as %0 In cash has
been placed at the disposal of the pre-
cinots, varying in amouats from 80 to
§180, nvallable to each of the contestanis.
Hesides these collective precincts, prizes
from 60 to $5.00 has been offered in
prises for the individual articles compris-
ing thess collections. To this system of
gelilng the axhibition spirit aroussd in
the people, ia due the Uberal displavs that
this fair has been able to command.

The Douglas County Falr assoctation
has practiced the method of retaining
ita old membere on the board as long

attention and best efforts to the work,
There are now on the board of direators
& numbar of men who have spent ten i
twenty years Iln the study and practical
work of putting up agricultural sxhibits
Beveral have been prominantly associated
with national expesitions and world's
falra, whars their skill came In compet).
ton with the best expert fair bullders

ners sven In this kiod of company

Judge Kennedy, giving his early im-

'| pressions of Omahe and its peopls, whom

be Cfirst met atl the comnty falr, heid In
1858, padd:

“I arrived In Omahs on Septembar 14,
IB8, having left my natlve state, Ver-
mont, Iu queat of & naw home I saw a
printed mnotice that there would be held
& county agricultural falr at Baratogas.
twae miles worth of the clty of Omaha
and I resclved to attend. 1 passed through
the gate on & ticket that cost 35 cents
and found a geood-natured crowd of pec-
ple. who regarded ms with some dagree
of atteation, perhaps from my awkward.
mens. or Yankes inquisitiveness, or hoth,

ern Mfe and customa With some bold-
Dass and assurance ! Introduced myself
to the president. Lawis A. Walker, and
W turn was Introduced
seoretary, A D. Jones. The twaln sesmaed
o be In charge of the whols show. This
brief aoquaintance grew into a personal
friendship which lasted through all the
yoare of President Walker's residence in
Douglas eounty. and te the death of
Seoretary Jomes in 188 in Omaba. aged
B years

“The annusl address was dalivered by
Dr. Glbert €. Mossll, grasdfather of
Banator Gilbert M. Hitchootk. It was

as they were willing to give their time, |

ef the coumitry, and they wers prizss win- |

as well as my unfamiliarity with west- |

te the aoting |
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thiat fair In 1855 wan held In the pnaighbor- | sest. He has frelghted goods to Denver | lage He was a friendly Indian, and

tiood of the old John T Croft bome and | for fhe Creightons and on his own 8s- | told me he had much troudls keaping his |
the sround was snciowsd 5 x  rdugh | count Ha hax fraighisd alone He talls | soung ment In order! that their hsarts
ard fance. THat pection of Omahy was | with & ghod deal of plaastire of how ba| wers bad. but that ke would sess o 1t 1
i Known as the town of Saratoga, and | saved his sealp from the Indians on ons | was not moleated. For the balance of the
greatl expectations weare built on e fo- jof those nesomas trips A bumch of|irip | was not molested 1t was & long
hut they wers not reslized voune hueks held him up and wantsd s and nesoms journey, rather lats in the
Willlamn Young Brawh was Lhe Besfs. | mes which he gave them Then they | fall, Buy the affer of big money Induced
t of the falr. and =as a greater  demanded somes of kis goods me to makas 1t*
bosmar fof the tnwn of Sarataga. Latary I refused to let thert take anything,
b ae charged that HBrown had played | ssid Mr. Hazard and stood them off Blita of Wisdom.
t ort of trick with the affairs of th® | with the bt and of & heavy whip. 1 alss A man can accomplish a lot while walt-
smpany handiing the townsite bul | hud my two revelvers bandy, and was | Ing for his wife, who is golng o be ready
hxtever the cauke the company went to | just making up my mind to take two or mE-:J;:::Pnn;;m:;:_‘, be the best teachar,
pirces, and thers began the litigation | three of them with me if they cama to hut some people prefer a more fashlon-
inima that sxtended through many | personn! attaek, which they seemed in- | abla schoo!
ears. Which s now a4 part of history.” | tent on making, when a chlef came Hﬂl’"_‘ rlx:f"?l"\ :hft\w:’:nr;‘?:r:i .:I; :1?: \‘::\. r’::?‘.
Mr. Hazard is & typical muan of the o) | up and ordersd them bhack to their vil. of & broam

o ‘
4 Complete

able and appropriats to tha occation, and
wias cordinlly appisuded

The display o! agriculiural products
from the farm and garden was quita

ial ) tmlit to any 1 have sver ssan
in the state, but limited In kind and
VAarjet: Friult was non  epl The wax-|
hitdtion of stock war not axtensive, not
withstanding good premiums wersa offered
in al clavges of animals from horpes
and worli oxen o pigs and chickens, The
mpt Aay of the fadr lomed with exhi
bitlong of equestrianship by women
Sthistlc contesta and sports of a humor-
ous and chesrful nature, not unlike the
present day athlelle meets that have be-
come so populas

sSubsequently 1 became n meamber of
the amsociation and woas honorsd as (ts
pectretary during saveral years, and until
the stats fatr argociation keld (te first

exposition at Omaba, when the Dougias
caunty axhibitz were grafied into or upon
that of state, since which Ume |
have been only an Interested spectator

I vividly recall the axcallent addressas
during the tima I was & member of the
aapociation. They ware attended with
| good results, stimulaling (ts members to
ropawad action and esarnest compatition
It s nelther difffcult nor expsnsive to
obtaln good speakers at such times from
the departmenin of the state or nationnl
oxperiment bhureaus. Buch addresees have
fallen somewhat intn disuse, but should
ba revived and adhared (o."
Jahn K. Hagard
and living at
exhibitor at

tha

now almost 57,
15 Ohlo street, was an
this first Douglas county
falr With his brother, ™e laise David
Hazard, he exhibited a team of oxen
which capturs] flret prize

“And they wern as fine » palr of ani-
male as 1 ever saw,” sald Mr, Hagzard,
“In thove days we used to take & good
deal of pride in our work oattle, and the
man with the best team of oxen had
something to boast of. As 1 remember i1,

rotired

UPTO-DATE
SHAVING

CUTICURA
SOAP

Shaving with Cuticura Soap ac-
cording to special directions
| with every cake is a luxury for
tender-faced men, indispensable |
for those who shave twice daily,
and a necessity for those subject
| to redness, roughness or irritation
of the skin. No mug, no soggy
f0ap, nc germs, no two soaps
| when one suffices, no loss of time,

For preserving and purifying she skin soalp and
Balr Coticurs Soap has no superior Soid threughs

Ok Mhe world Post-free Nberal sswmple. with
B39 bouk Address “Cumicurs,” tnm.l.q.’lulu

| The I.ittle Things
| Count

On every job of cleaning we
do we make it a polnt to sew
up the littla rips, put on miss-
ing buttons and hooks and eyes
and do other light repairs free
of charge,

For repairing that requires
more time we make a reason-
able charge; the following
prices will give you an idea

Now pockets 20c sach: new bot-
toms in trousers 250, new buttons
on oodt and vest, S0¢; on overcosl
b to K0 new valvet collars, $1
to §2.50, owing to kind of velvet
new ocoat aleeve lining 7he

used ;
to §1. 35, overcoat §1.50 for mohalr:

32560 ror satin or allk: new vest

tmid. lln!.nl $1.00. naw

woat llnln‘ to .H-II over-
coat lining, H 56 to §7 0

All our rapalr work nnd altering

| Ldona by experisnced tallors st

pit iwo-thirds the price charged

the regular tallors and Aress-

l':ll.hrr. A'e guarantes satisfac-

tion

The Pantorium

“@Good Olsassrs and Dyars”
1518-156-17 Jones St
Phones: Doug. 803; Ind. A-3168

Out of wwn busin

| rcmai attentlon
B te price liat

GUY LIGOGETT, Pres,

ohs  recelives
Write for com-

Hoom Sei

FUMED OR !ARLY ENMOLISH FINISH
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IN GENUINE S0OLID OAK--

An Entire
Room Full of
Furniture

g

\'h ve.
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Engltahb
fumed fnlak.

Buffet, China
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Closet, Table, e .
Four Chairs =
This offering certainly ought to oconvince \\

you that it & to your Interest to ‘“get

Rubel's price before you buy anything, snywhere "™
You can't possibly buy suoh a dining set anywhere

Made of genuine solld oak. . o ool within 58 per cent of the price we

massive and w\nlmti}l““ e
ah

ished In sither Barly mention—you elmply can’'t do ft. And we oan CLOSET
of rieh fumed, large and e. .00k vour home complote with values Hke thia-
roomy with drawers and

14
cupboards as shown ahove We make & spechal featurs of complete meta for H,;‘g‘:r:.:d‘::ug;l:o' “:1.:'.‘

Has lined drawers ro:"ll-cr rooms and complete sutfits for homes of wvarieus finish, two-doormﬂu de:lrr
bevel m 3 % canfo other artd
warn, large #alzea Get our pricas on the articles YOU nesd double strength siass
This table Ia und
tnp hnvL legs, bum alon mt'?lnu
nd set ln the cormer aL square
plllnr table extends to i ia com-~
plets dining room wset a mrvol at the
prise—must be seen t.n be appreciated.
Convenlent Terms of Payment,
Made In wtraight
lines, oconforming

porfectly to the de-
wign of other pieoces
in the sst: made of
heavy seinoted pol-
4 osk., m Barly
Tmsfiah or fumed
fAnish; extrs stroug-
Iy raade, peate
bolted wnd bhraced
in most substantial
manner,

- -—ar—- &
i
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1513- 1515
Howard
Streel

$250 Founlaln
Pens for
O7cC

All this week and
next we are having
those
big Fountain Pen
No junk, no

another of
sales.
trash, but the larg-
eet lot and assort-
fountain
valuesg ever

ment of
 pen
shown for ninety-
gseven cents. Every,
pen guaranteed in
every respect. You
cannot afford fo
miss this sale,

on everything and
have the goods and
location. A wvisit
to our drug store,

which by the way

the largest
Nebraska, will con-
vince you.

iyers-Dillon
Drug Co.

16th and Farnam
Streets
Phone: Doug. 160

Attractive, Soughi—ﬁﬂer
Women---You Can
Be One of Them

A dazzling complexion, a sweet,,
pure breath, bright eyes, and above,
all, the alert, enthuslastic mannar,
that only health glves onsa. 'I'hm
are charms that aitract.  Spruce Pepw
sin Tablets will give you all of thessa
in giving you health., It {8 & well
known fact that Nature 8 always
working -to strengthen and bulld up
every weak and diseased part in tha
body. But the blood to do this must
be laden with strength and nourish«
ment that comes from well digested
food. Let Spruce Pepsin Tablets pub
pinkness into your cheeks and bright~
ness into your eyes, and build you all
over. Spruce Tablet Co., Heron Lake,
Minn. 10 ets. for a week's treatment.
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Hayden Brother

g

=

wish to extend

a cordial mvi-

tation to all.......

to call at their PIANO DEPARTMENT and look ove

display that is now on exhibition.
popular makes.

the public:
Wheat ...............
Kimball ...............$50.00
Kimball............... $75.00
Singer................ .$95.00
Singer................ . $98.00
Bradford......;..... $125.00

.$45.00 Decker & Son.......$
Vose& Son......
Geo. Steck........ $
Chickering. .........
Kranich & Son....$

Chickering $

Douglas Street Entrance

K-SAR-BEN VISITORS

Included in their extensive line you will find many well-known and

Belew are a few of the SPECIAL BARGAINS they are offering to

$12500

HAYDEN BROTHERS

Piano Department

r the beautiful

125.00

149.00

150.00
190.00

We cut the price

b




