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MAHA will be put back upon the map
among the western cities imbued with
the proper musical spirit by the coming
of the Thomas archestra, May .15 aud
18, The musio lovers of the oty are in
a recoptive and most kindly mood, and
anticipation for this great treat—two
evening concerts and one afterncon performance —is
at high pitch.

This will be the first time in eight years that
the Thomas orchestra has been Ailled for Omaha;
and to the Mendelssohn choir, with Thomans J. Kelly
at the head, the large end of the credit is dus for
bringing about this notable event. The last time
the greatest symphony organization In the country

appeared before an Omaha audience only a part of,

the company came. This time It will be here In full
strength, to aasist the Meundelssohn cholr in thres
concerts. Frederick Stock, conductor of the Thomas
orchestra, has under his baton a really magnif-
jcant ensemble of musicians; and besides there will
be & quartet of vocallsts of the very highest excel-
lence, with three fine Instrumentalists, headed by
Max Landow, the Omaha planist.

When the Mendelssohn choir determined to make
the effort to secure the Thomas orchestra, it was not
without a full understanding of the difficulties to be
met and overcome, The expense to be faced was no
light counsideration, exceeding $5,000, and Mr. Kally
and his cholr had to glve very serlous thought to the
matter of ways and means, Beginning last fall, sub-
pcriptions were sought from those who delight In
real music, and at this time over 1,600 subscribers
aré behind the enterprise at $3 each. In the first
waok of the campalgn the bopes and confidence of
the promoters were Justified, the number of sub-
scribers reaching the 1,000 mark within that time.
The other 600 necessary to assure success did not
come so easy, but the ocanvass was pushed without
fiagging and the public-spirited peopla engaged on the
work finally had the satisfaction of being able o se-
copt the terms of the Thomas orchestra for a visit
this month,

Concerts for All the People.

Money Is not tha absolute
entered into the preliminary negotiations, since Con-
ductor Btock had to be given assarance of popular
support and appreciation aa fully as Manager Wessala

consideration that

had to be convineed of the financial safety of the
ventures. Artists such as have been gathered In the
Thomas orchestra take an Intense pride in thelr

work, and it Is no fdle feeling with them that they
shall have appreciative listeners as well a8 a con-
genial atmoephers all around With the large ex-
pensa invoved, one concert would not suffice, and
when & city ls willing to subscribe for three. then
it Is getting up in the front row That the succesa
of this portentious venture is pow assured signifies
more than the mere fact that Omaha s willlng to
pay its meoney for the best It was the suggestion of
the management of the Chicago organization that a
popular price be made for the concerts, and so |t
comes about that the prics of $§8 was made for the
trio of performances. This modest price will enable
all who care for the best in muslc to enjoy the desire
of thelr souls, and the response has bsan quite gratl-
fying to Mr. Kelly and his backers and co-workers

Mendelssohn Cholr s Fine Organization.

Aslde from the presence of the famous Chicago
organisation, & great deal might be said of the pros-
pect of hearing the Mendelssohn choir in such o
happy conjunction. In the cholr at this time are more
than 1460 of the best singers in Omaha, highly trained
and competent, ready and enthusiastic They have
labored so hard and earnestly to bring to fruition the
wish of thelr hearts that a spirit has been aroused
which should and will reflect its warmth and vim in
ths performances to be given al the Auditorium.

It must be kept In mind by those plunning to hear

of Thomas
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these concerts, who have not yet secured their tickets,
that none will be on sale at the box office. Tickets
must be secured from members of the Mendelssohn
cholr or duly authorized canvassers for the guarantes
fund In this connection & word of praise should
be put in for the Omaha Soclety of Fine Arts, the
Tuesday Morning Musical club and the Omaha Wo-
man's club, whose members jolned with right gooed
will in the effort to make the gusrantee safe.
When the preliminary canvass for subsoriptions
finished, just before Christmas, the representa-
of the Chicago organizstion sald he had never
seen such evidence of keen musical spirit wrought
into mctual results In so short & time. That this
was no i{dle compliment is proved by the fact that
e at once contracted for the appearance in Omaha
of the orchestra for five successive years In this
one plecea of work for the esthetie side of life the
Mendelssohn cholr has amply Justified its existence
and proved s capacity to achleve blg results when
the splirit moves
Thomas Orchestra Hns Long Record.

Theodore Thomas formed hls organization In
1864, beginning a serlea of concerts in New York.
Touring outside the metropolis wus not begum until
five years later, when Its fame was 80 solldly vstab-
linhed that people traveled hundreds of miles to the
Cities where It was advertised to eppear, to cnjoy ILs
productions Buccess, In the flnuncial sense, did not
always attend these tours, but so indomitable was
the courage of (ts distinguisbhed leader and so solid
his ballef in the future of music in America thut re
verses served but as a spur to renewed and grester
elfforts

in 1891

was
tive

the orchesira was brought to Chieago
by & number of public spirited Chieagoans (who
banded themselves together as the Orchestral apso
clation) snd established under the name of the Chi-
cago orchesira—a name which was adopted at ihe
suggestion of Mr. Thomas bhimself Concerts have

been given weekly im that city during the musical
season for the last twenty years, the season now
consisting of twenty-elght weeks, fifty-six concerts
and from elght to twelve weeks annually are devoted
to spreading the cause of good music in other citles
through concerts and festival tours. In 1802 & publie
subscription was started for the collection of funds
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with which vo erect o muelc hal) in Chlcago as an eu-
dowmeul and permanent the orchestira
There were K600 subseribers to this fund,
fubscriptions ranging in from 10
320 1904, the bullding known
us Urchestra the slnce

home for

BOIMe Lhe
RIMounta cants to
A00, and in December,
hall was

opened o pubdic,

which time the concerts of the orchestra have been
glven there A few weetks later the death of Mr
Thomas on January 4, 1806, came us & shock W

musical people the world over
As 4 tribute (o the memory of Mr. Thomas and
A means of perpetunting the name of the pwiger of

orchestral music in this country, the Orchestral asso-
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ciation, shortly after his death, dropped the name
Chicago orchestra and re-adopted the title by which
{t was 80 well kuown before its advent to Chicago-
the Theodors Thomas orchestra.
Conductor Brock a Muester of His Crafr

There was much conjecturs after the leath of
Mr, Thowas as to who should succeed to the conduct-
orship, and all of the great conductors of the world
were suggested at one tlme or another. In the
meantime the concerts were golng on without any
break under the leadership of Fredarick Stock,
had been asslstant to Mr, Thomsas for five yeurs
before his death, Only u few, who were In a position
to know, realized that this brilllant young musician
was already a greal conductor and capable of carry-
ing on work The audlences, musicians aud
musical eritics, bowever, were not long in discover-
ing thisn for themselves, with result that Mr
Brock was the unsnlmous cholce of the trusiteos of
the Orchestral association and was formally
to the conductorship—an action which met with the
Lhearty approval of the orchestra’'s large following lo
its home cliLy

who

the

the

elacted

Mr, Stock was borm In Julich, Germauy, on
November 11, 1873, the son of g bandmaster in the
German Army Under his father he began Dbis
musical studies, entered the Cologne conservatory ot
14 yedrs ol HED, WRe Eraduated as a violinis and
then took up seriously the study of theory aud com
position In 1595 he came 0 Ameriea Lo bedoiue &
member of the Chlcage orchestra Mr., Blous npas
written n congiderable number of works In the larger
fovme—overtures, symphonle poems, a set of sym-
phonic variations which have been repeatedly played
in Chicago, and were brought forward by Krans
Knoleel at the festival of 1908 in Worcestar In

hurmonization and orchestration Mr. Stwek belonga to
the latter-day German echool of vivid colorists Mr
Block’'s latest symphony in
i fipst Chicago December 21,109
end January 1, 16810, and at the Cipciunat! May Fes-
tival In 1910 and a festival march, written in
memoration of the opening of the twentleth seamon
of the Theodore Thomasa orchestra, and dedieated
to the officers and members of the Orchestral wsao-
cistion
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erganimation. When Mr. Whitehill received the eme
dorsement of Frau Comion Wagner for the
excellence of his performances In the “Nibelungel
Ring” at Bayruth, bhe attalned s distinction that has
come to few American gingers. Hichard Wagner's
widow is ecritically precise amd demands the utmost
from those selected to carry the burdens of the lead-
ing roles in the great mosie dramas. The musical
foresight of this remarkable woman was absolotely
endorsed when the German pecple corroborated hew
jodgment with their own. Bluce then, opers goers
of the representative Awerican citles have heaped
added prulse to that bestowed upom Mr. Whitehill by
musiclans on the other gide.

Last year Mr, Whiteh{ll sang first baritone parts
with the Metropolitan Opers company in New York,
Brookiyn, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, Chlcage,
Bt. Louis, Minneapolis, 8t. Ppul, Clocinnatl, Cleveland,
Tdledo, Loulsville, Indianapolis and Atlanta, He
waa frequenty callad upon to sing additional perform-
ances at short notice and, under such very trying
circumstances, (ovariaply surpassed every demand
made upon him. As the Metropolitan's season ad-
vanced his artistic stature increased and nt the close
this sterliog baritone had won the public of every city
in which he sang and gained the endorsement of the
corps of muslcal eritics,

Vocally, Mr. Whitebill has been Iliberally en-
dowed. The volce is Mg, vibrant and mellow in tone
from bottom to top, and is so easily controlled that
there ls always lmparted to the Hstener a fealing of
perfect confidence that whatever Is being done will
pbsolutely satisfy. He slogs equally well high bari
tone and basso-cantante rolea. Mugicianship, rare
{ntelligence and a dramatic Instinct, developed prop-
erly under the guldance of such masters as Giraudet,
are other qualities forming a part of an eguipment
that {8 further heightened by & commanding physigue
and a personality particularly engaging

Reed Miller a Great Tenor.

Reed Mlller, the tenor, has galned wide recognis
tlon during the lsst season as an oratorio and concert
artist of high order, in fact one of the best singers
America has produced The successss In connectiom
with Mr, Miler's numerous and lmportent sppears
unces in York with Walter Damrosch and hig
New York Bymphony orchestra, the Apollo e¢lub in
Chicago, the Phliharmonie c¢lub of Minueapolls, the
Behubert club of 8t. Pau!l and In most of the lesding
festivals when on a festival tour of six weeks In the
Rpring of 1809 the New
chestra, substautiste the fact that he s destined to
Lecome one of Lthe leading concert und oratorlo tenors
of this country

Gifted with a rare, sympathetic volee, which he
usoa with exceptional skili, Mr. Miller's concert wovk,
und particulurly his orstorio work, is characterized by
individuslity fine dicden,
His repertoire includes all the standard and modern

fne st of for orchestral

New

with York Bymphony or-

musicsl intelligence and

orntorics, arias Bultable
and Programs
A Great Amerioan
contralto of

concerts cholee recital
Contralto,
Ltha

I'he orgaplzation s Janet

eminent presani-Jday
contraltog that have attained Internutionsl distinetion.

Spencar, who stands pre BILOE

Untll the spring of 1808 Mise Sponcer's career had
hiesn confined to native country, the United
States. where. for severnl years, she heapod success
upon success, sppearing in song reciial., oncert and
oralorio—In the Inst Instance with the foremost so-
cleties known Bo « efitjonn]l was Miss Spancer's
artistlie growth that when European manoagsrs he-
sleged her with offers to vielt Euglund she was come
pelled to acqulesce, and thers the corps of musieo
critice and the puble halled hor as an artist gqualified

to rank with the hest contraltos that had visited them
Guring the last decade

It is no slight task to win tha distinguished posts
tion in American and English musical efrcles that has

(Continued on Page Four.)




