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UTDOOR recreation In Omahe has canght
fast hold of young and old alike, and ia
having a development along most whole-
some lines. The outdoor recreation to
be discussed in this article comprises
the organised effort of people of like
tastes assoclated In congeninl groups.
It takes no account of the great heart hold that basa
ball, organized and amateur, has on all classes every
day that games can be played.

How much financial strength 18 Involved in the
furthering of the eampalgn for outdoor recreation in
Omaha and {ts immediate vicinity? Probably $500,-
000. And the number of individuals and families
directly affected must run far into the hundreds; ine
directly, Into the thousands.

Clubs that can properly be listed under the head
of outdoor organizations in this city eomprise the
Omaha Country club, Happy Hollow club, Field club,
Dietz club, Prairle Park club, Omaha Rod and Gun
club, Omaha Gun club, Bouth Omaha Country club,
Mlller Park club, Councll Bluffs Rowing association
and the recently organized Omaha Aero club. About
every one in the list has its own particular grounds
where Its activities are carried on, and several oy
them have quite costly club houses.
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Country Club s “High Soclety.”

First in prominence, perhaps, though not In mem-
bership, is the Omaha Country club, having i
grounds and club house on Military avenue, near Ben-
son. By the completion recently of a purchase of
the MeShane traet the Country club now owns a
beautiful stretch of seventy-elght acres, rolling, green
and most elegantly caleulated to make good golfers
better. The property stands an assessment of $605,-
000, $20,000 of which represents !mprovemants.

The Country club is made up more largely of so-
clety people than any of the others, yet it has the rep-
utatlon of being a plave where real good fellowship
shines through the exercise of cordial hospitality on
many occaslons. Bome of the functions carried out
by this organlzation are on an elaborate scale; but it
is on the links where its beaux shine with greatest
satiafaction to ‘themselves. Golf Is the one grent
study at the Country eclub, with tennis, eroquet and
Lthe llke as the recreation features.

Beginning August 13, the Omaha Country club
will be on fts metttle as an entertulner, as well as in
the line of athletic management. On that date the
opening rounds will be played In the Transmlssiss|pp!
golf tourney, for which more golfers are expected to
enter than in any similar event anywhere {n
country,

The officers of the Country club this year are
W, J. Foye, president; ¥. H. Sprague, vice president;

the

Lawrence Brinker, secretary; Frank J. Burkley,
treasurer; board of directors, W. J. Foye, B. H.
Bprague, Frank J. Burkley. W. A. Redick, F. H,
Galnes, Frank Colpetzer, C. ¥, Montgomery, J. R.

8coble and Jerome P. Magee.

Happy Hollow an Elegant Club Home.

The Happy Hollow club, lbeated on the old Patrick
homestead, Is also something of a whale in the soclety
line, but It is also very strong on the more sober ath-
letle exercises. There are men in this orgAnization
who have the reputation of being so wrapped up in
the expert chase of the little white ball that they will
forget to attend mestings where mouey la to be made
The club owns about twelve acres of ground surround-
ing the club house and leases elghty-six acres addi-
tional from the Dundee Realty company The elegant
and pretentious Patrick home adjusted itself most
sdmirably to the purposes of high-toned club life, but
the organization has had so healthy a growth that an
pddition costing $4,000 is now belng made for the
better accommodation of the members and guests
Famlily partes, In the social line, are very popular
among the Happy Hellow folk. The Improvements
st this recreation center are assessed for §$30,000,
and the value of the grounds brings the total invest-
ment close up to §100,000. Jts ofcers are Robert
Dempster, president; W. L. Salby, secretary and treas-
urer; A. T. Austin, vice president; board of directors,
Robert Dempster, A. T. Austin, J. L. Webster 5 A
Bearle, Jossph Polear, W. L. Selvy, W. B, T. Belt, B
A. Benson and H. K. Burkst

Field Club Large and Cosmopolitan.

Burongest In membership of all the outdoor clubs
is the Fleld. This organizaiion has its club house,
golf links, tennis courts and base bali diamond
on property owned by Douglas county. It {s part of
the tract originally bought for a poor farm, and the
counly hospital ls located on ome end of the land.

tdoor Clubs of
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The Field club bhas under lease 163 acres, which it has
hilghly improved for its purposes. At the beginning
of Iis occupany some discouraging conditions existed,
but the original minds of the then officers solved the
dificulty by renting a brigade of goats, the most op-
timistic animal, aslde from the mule, on four legs
Huarry Morrill, then secretary, drove the goaits up
from the Bouth Omaha stock yards and turned them
loose on the succulent brush and bramble, refuse and
tin cans, old paper and abandoned bullding material.
With the quiet persistence of warriors laying slege
to the castls wherein the sleeping beauty was im-
mured, the goats, with gusty appetite, cleansd up the
ground as slick as a new whistle Then the land-
scape wrtists of the club enlarged the golf links, laid
awake nights to frame up new hazards, and generally
fixed things so that every new member assuming to
master the game undergoes a rather stiff initiation,

The Field club gives & series of hops and othar
social functions throughout the season, and It has
entortuined very acceptably some large parties of a
clvic pature, 88 In the case of the visit of Colonel
Roosevelt last The club has also managed a
g00d many tourmaments for the tennis cracks of the
couuntry, I8 courts having & high reputation This
year the Fleld club will be host for the National Clay
Court tennls tournament, one of the greatest things
of its kind In the world of genteel outdoor sport. The
tournument will open August b

No prettier prospect lled outdoors than that of-
fered in the Field elub grounds. The organization
bhas spent large sums of good coip in making its home
place most attractive, and (ta Improvements ure as-
sessed at $25,000, which is & very conservative figure
The present officers are: Dr. W. H. S8herraden, presi-
dent; L. D. Carrier, vice president; J, W, Huxzhos.
secretary; Phillp Potter, treasurer; hoard of directors:
. E. Haverstick, 8. 8. Caldwell, G. F, Epeneter, J
B. Lindsay

year

Dietz Club a Ploneer In Dutdoor Pleasures,

When one mentions the name of the Dietz club
it recails the fact that this group of lovers of out-
door sports was a ploneer In its line. Several of the
origioel organizers are still comnected with the ¢lub
and they have the satiafaction of knowing tnat it
haa developod into a resl live-wire center for real
outdoor fans. At {ts new location, on the bank of
Carter lake, the club has established what s really
a community given over to the joy of sensible living,
in which sport of a healthy and varied nature constl-
tutes & principal element. Bungalows and boats are
two main equipments of which the club Is proud. and
some of the married people on the club list have lived
on the Dietz reservation all winter, For the younger

wembers of the club base ball and teunls olffer the
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greatest attractlon, wvarfed with dances and other
social affairs, given at intervals winter and summer,
Lixpert fishermen, and women, are not few in this
organization, and they claim to know more about the
family habits and tastes of the Carter lake denizens
than even the oldest fishing sharp that frequents the
shores of the lake.

On the Dietz club grounds, besides a pretty little
clubbouse, are twenty-filve more or lesg pretentious
summer resldences, which will easily average a value
of 3250 each. The clubbouse cost $2.500, and the
club malntalne a pumping system of fts own., For
Hghting purposes it uses the current of the Omaha
Electric Light company. The present officers are:
President, George Johngon; vice president, BE. B. Laf-
ferty; secretary, Percy E, Gwyunne; treasurer, James
R. Ward; board of directors: J. J. MeMahon, Andrew
Anderson, Charles O'Neill, B. E, Eisenhart, W. H.
Platner.

Rod and Gun Club Has a Little Town,

For the Omaha Rod and Gun club it can be sald
that no liveller bunch lives on the
ticing Inke anywhere

shore of an eu-
The club owns several acres
where it makes its home and has the use of conslder-
able more ground., Its members have erected summaer
homes to the number of fifty, and some of them are
good enough to live In all the year round were the
owners so disposed. The grounds nre well eared for,
excellently lighted and running water is handy
club members take a Kkeen the en-
forcement of the game and fishing laws of the state
A fleet of launches, rowboats and canoes 18 kept con-
tinually In service during the season, and many of
the boys and girls have established fine reputations
a8 sallors under the Instruction of the old salts who
honor the club with thelr patronage Councilman
Sheldon Is official Instructor fn the art of angling
with City Engineer Cralg as officlal reviser and censor
of fish storfes. The officers are: A, P, Whitmore,
president; R. 8. Bacon, vite president: A. BE. Ander-
son, accretary. A. P. RBloom, treasurer: board of di-
rectors: G. N. Aulabaugh, G. W. Cralg, 8. 8. Hamliton,
W. 8. Ting, W. Loftus, 8. F. Preniles, E. P. Berry-
Cline, D, C, Eldridge
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Prairie Parkers Are Esthetic.

The Prairie Park club s a neighborhood organi-
gation, composed of home the pretty set-
tlemeaut of that name just north of Ames avenue and
west of Tweuty-fifth

OwWhers in
avenue Séveral ennis courts
are lald out in the park, and the younger men and the
girie of Prairie Park can hold the
playeran of most auy club Hortleulture and floricul-
ture are the hobbles that engage the atientlon of the
grownups of Pralrie Park, the smbition of the mem
bers Duing 10 create a ten-acre prospect that will serve
as abh example not only for Omaha, but for the coup-
try. This club is affillated with the American Clvic
assoclation, which sends slides all over the country in
4 campalgn to boost the elty besutiful idea Al
beginning a decision wus made o have no nlleys, no
fences, no ash plles or acowmulstions of any sory of
rubblsh, and the membership of phe club tiads is

thelr own with
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principal recreation in curmtivaring flower beds, slirub-
bery and hedges, with tennls and grass-outting as slde
lines. Outdoor pienies and patriotie celebrations are
features. The officers of the Prairlie Park club are:
FPresident, John J. Ryder; vice president, 8, M. Mor-
gan, secretary, M. J. Curran; treasurer, O. T, Alvison.

Gun Club is One of the Best.

Just now the Omahas Gun club ls concentrating Its
attention on the preparations necessary Lo carry off
with eclat and high reputation the Western Handicap
shooling tournsment.. This event will be opened
August 8, and will bring the crack markamen of the
whole west to Omaha for & week, The club controls
i ten-pere reservation just over the Douglas street
bridge, on the lowa side, where It will have high class
fecommodations prepared for ita guests, Among the
local membership of this club are some of the beat
trap and wing shots In this section, aud some of the
mightiest hunters of small and large game They
far afield during the open seasons, and some
great bags have been placed to thelr credit as the
result of good work on moor, meadow and uplaad,
and In the mountains of adjoining states to the west.
The present officers are: President, Henry 8. Mc-
Donald: vice president, George lLoomls; secretary-
tressurer, W, B. Townsend.

rove

Miller Park Club Hmss Free Links,

The Miller Park club maintains the gnly free golf
links In Omaha at Millar park, through the courtesy
of the park board. The eclub also has a tennis court,
and has established a locker plant for s members
in the basement of the Miller park pavilion It has
been carefully mansged ana is growing in membership
steadily Bome Improvements have been made this
yeur In the links, and the club expects 1o nave u most
successful season Tha officers are: President, W
8. Wilmoth; viee president, B, °. Miner; secretary, W

Lucas, treasurer, George Edwards

Bouth Omaha (lub May Dishand,

At this time the prospects are not bright for the
continuation of the South Omaba Country club. Talk
of disbandment and the placing of the grounds on
the market is prominent, but an element of the mem-
barship Is endeavoring to prevent disbandment, apd
soems to have some hope of succeeding The cluhb
has maintaised a very homellks clubhouse on the In-
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terurban line below Bouth Omaha and its golf links
have been brought to a very satisfactory degree of
completeness,

Aquatic Bport at Manama.

Across the river one pf the livest organizations for
the encouragement of dutdoor egport is the Counecil
Biuffs Rowing assoclation, which maintains & club-
house and rowing course on Manawa. Its regatias
have had the effect of arousing a healthy Interest in
salling and rowlng and otber aguatic sporta The
officers are: Emmet Tinley, president; ¥, I, Bverest,
vice presldent; Perry Badollet, secretary; Charles R.
Hannan, Jr., tressurer; board of directors: H. J, Haws,
commodore; B. L. Banford, vice commodore; Charles
E. Walters, Fred B, Empkle, Byron L. Reed,

Clubs Discharge a Large Duty,

All of these clubg, adding so much to the general
pleasure of thelr members, fill a distinctive role im
the social life of the city. While some hold the ad-
mission fees and dues so high that no family io ordi-
nary clrcumstances can afford to belong, even {f
it cared to, most of them are democratic and cosmo~
politan in the best sense. In sll, churacer and con-
duct 18 held to be the essential element of eligibility,
and the standard Is well malntained throughout the
whole membership The commodious and excellently
appointed club houses furnish the necessary room for
the largest soclal functions, and the club kitchens are
matters of boast among the numerous gourmets and
minor connolsseurs who kpow and appreciata good
cooking The service, too, has been organized to the
point where IHttle fault can be found by the
most captious. Stewards and house committees of
the larger clubs ure experts In their particular lioe,
for when competent persons develop the right kind
of talent they are kKept

Aslde from the slda, the outdoor
clubs more properly, clubs which make outdoor
gport and pastime (he basis of their club life—furnish
conters strong enough to organize and handle {n good
gehape the local, Interstate and vational Lournaments
in the different lines of gport, and thus @l & large

Or no

purely wnocial

Or,

duty that reflects favorably ou the hospitable reputa-
tion of Omahir As will be noted from mention made
above, three such greal turnaments ure already dated
for Omaha this searon, with club Urgaoizations aa
AponsvTs and managera.




