Some Fine

WO bedticks were engaged in an animnated

scuffle, rough., but nolseless; for, of
course, bedticks have no angular or
crusty protruberances (0 hit against

things and make inharmonious sounds.
And, talking of harmony—the anlmated
sleeping bags gave an exhibition of
grace, llssomeness and svelte agllity the like of which
would be exceedingly diffieylt to find. Flrst one
would have the apparent advantage and be on top,
only to be rolled over incontinently, awiftly and with-
out a sound-—not even & grunt. Immediately the
other animated plle of softness would roll onto the
fallen one and be tossed away llke a feather, or a
feather bad. No wrestler of any style was ever
qulcker to take advantage of openings than the anl-
mated bedticks, albelt they seemed to have not a leg
to stand on. Sparring for position was not to he
thought of; it was grab and go, roll and rebound, flop
and fall, no hold barred.

“Here, you, Sam, fight fair!” yelled Pete Ander-
son, the referee

And ons of the bedticks cocked an eye sldeways
to make sure he had heard aright; then side-swiped
the other bundle of mighty fluffiness and turned it end
on against a post. It was a hard swipe, too, but a
soft fall. Anderson yelled again and the clumsy
combatants broke apart for an ihstant, then piled
onto each other in flercer fashion than before.

“That's always the way,”’ commenied Anderson.
“These beasts will wrestle like champlons when there
is no sudience, but when the crowd appears they refuse
to budge.”

iy
Fancy Specimens of Bear,

Anderson is the keeper of the Omaha “zoo,” and
the animated bedticks are known as Sam and Queen,
probably the two Yargest cinnamon bears in captivity.
They might, of course, with equal truth be called
bundles of fur; but the bedtlck slmlle strikes one as
most fitting when watching the two soft huskles bat-
ting each other about the paved floor of their pit
And all the time the gladiators are silently tussling
Humbert, the cub cinnamon, is just as silently lying In
the door of the bear cave, apparently unseeing and
uncaring. Oceaslonally the cub will take one of his
paws Into his traplike mouth and pretend to tear it
to pleces, but he 18 only faking.

While the mighty play is going on Nipper and Vie-
torla, in the adjolning pit, fussily parade back and
forth along the ironm grill, now and again erecting
their huge bodles against the bars and fixing their
eyes with ambitious intensity on the c¢innamons.

“Nipper could Hek either one of the clnnamons
with one paw in his pocket,” says Anderson, “but Vie-
torin could probably do the finlsh trick for any of
them If once aroused,'

Be it known that Nipper is the great black bear in
the Riverview park bear pits, and Victoria s the big
sllvertip. Despite her better fighting condition and
more dangerous appearance Victoria has a very
wholesome respect for old Nipper. While she is tak-
Ing a dip in the water, if Nipper approaches Vic glves
# grunt and a brobdignagian fiirt and vacates the
basin instanter,

“Nipper,” Old but Genial,

“Nipper Is the oldest bear here,” says Anderson,
“and be Is also the cleverest, For years he was our
exhibition bear and would do'a great many tricks, but
he is getting old now, being nearly 20.
Nipper, and shake hands.'

The anlmated hulk of fat and fur sidies up to the
bars and handily slips his claw-clad paw through &
bole that looks all too small. He shakes hands with
the keeper as gravely as a minister announcing the
text, then shufles away with an alr as Il to say such
trifling is beneath him

Keeper Anderson asserts, and the assertion looks
good, that no finer bearskins can be found anywhere
than those covering the two clnnamons. The fur must
be four to six Inches thick, smooth as seal and sofl

Come here,

us velvet.
“S8am and Queen go to bed just like all decent
married people,” says Anderson You Just ought

Lo sce them, with arms about esch other, kisslug and
bugging and going on llke a new married palr Is
supposed to behave on the honeymoon

Imagine two B00-pound lovers retiring to slesp in
foud embrace

Nipper welghs as much as either of the clunamons,
If sot & trifle more, and Victoria behind
Humbert Is still {n the adoleacent stage of growth,
but promises exceedingly well. He ls about the slge
of the paunch Sam presents ta view when he sits up
on his hams to rest himself, And if ever a comical
pleture of double essence gravity wias presented it (s
Bam CUlnnamon sitting erect. He leans over buckward.
but his paunch holds him st the perpendicular

.a’. -
Deer Herd Almust Wiped Out.

In bears and buffaloes the Riverview park "zoo’'
has something worthy of show, but beyond these two
features very much Is left to be desired. A year ugo
the deer park had twenty-three Inmates, but the cold
ralns and sleet of the spring of 1910 deatroved seven-
teen of the herd. No shelter of any kind s provided
for either the deer or buffalo. In the wild slale Lthese
animals bad the chance to find protection of some sort
from storms aod could hunt a dry place to lay by
while bad weather prevalled. In their Riverview
range they must mill around In the mud and take
the storm with the sunshine as best they can. And
their range (s altogether too small to permit of proper

Is not far

THE

exercise. 'When disease struck the deer herd the hucks
Were first to succumb, and the does the last to glve in.
Al present only half a dozen deer are left and one alk.

Of the seven buffalo in the park, all pure bred,
four were born here. },eggiua fa the pet name for the
blg buffalo, a grand speclmen of his race. He s about
15 years old and seems fitted to take the lead in uny
herd. Monarch and Napoleon are two young bulls of
fine promise when they get their full growth, two or
three yeurs hence,

Anderson calls all the animals by name, and to
hear him talk to Dolly Dimple, a fine young buffale
cow, and see her respond, proves they know a friend
when they see him. One of the cows has a year-old
calf as husky and hefty as a young elephant. All the
buffalo appear to be in fair physical condition, In spite
of the fact they have only about half an acre of range,
with a very muddy feeding yard. Just now they are
beginning to shed thelr winter coat, which makes
them look rough and tacky as to “front.”

—_—
Badger and Peccaries Fraternize.
An apparently happy family In one small enclosura
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is made up of n badger and a palr of pecearies. All
three are good looking specimens of thelr specles, the
badger at this partlcular stage of his exlstence being
almost in the beauty class. He I8 fat, glossy and of
most pleasing color, and has the facully of flattening
himself out untll he looks llke an enlarged edition of
a fiying squirrel. The peccaries, sent hers from Ar-
kansas, are a pretty palr, in their way, with short,
stiff bristles. The black of their coat s plentifully
shot with gray hairs, and they look fit for a long, hard
race at any moment. Unllke thelr tame brother. the
pig, they have no curl to their tall; if they have any
tall at all they manage to conceal It.

In the wolf den are three grown ones and a family
of young ones, born a few days ago. The two largest
are like steel wire in their movements., One, the
female without a family, I8 almost white, while the
father wolf is heavily shaded townrd black. Mrs. Wolf
with the family Is not on view at this time, but will
parade her tribe a little later on

In a cage adjoining that of the wolves I8 located a
pair of coyotes. They carry about with them at all
hours & nervous, quick and sneaky manner, and if

APRIL 18, 1911

pecimens of Bears and Buffal

they ever keep still for a minute it I8 when some new
sight attracts thelr temporary attention,
——
A Dwlly Varden Coon.

A queer little coon holds one den all nlone. He Is
an unconscious comedian and appears to be posturing
i la stage funny man all the time, Keepsr Anderson
explaing the Dolly Varden rear elevation of Mr. Coon
resulted from an accldent in which the animal's back
wag broken. The Injured vertebrae knitted in such
a way that the coon has the appearance of mincing
along with his shoulders very low and his hips very
high. Across the middle of his back the skin is hair-
legg, while the front and rear parts of the body have
the natural soft covering pertalning to well condi-
tloned coons. With slow but sure agllity this queer
coon takes his exerciee by climbipg about the bars
of the cage once in awhile, but usually he is resting
and blinking softly in the sun on his platform.

—_—
Animals Are Docile and Peaceful.

“Could" thls badger lick the peccarjes {f the need
arose?"” Is asked of the keeper.

“1 don't know,” he says, “but the three appear to
ket wlong all right. A badger has g great reputation
for his fighting ability, but this one has never been
troublesome; probably because the little pigs have
heard of his capacity and let him alone.”

“Do your bears ever fight?"

How the Wor

HE inabllity ot the aldermen of Dublin to
make up thelr minds concerning the salary
to be pald the city's lord mayor, who Is a
newsvender, resulting in remarkable fluc-
R —— tuations, first from §18,000 a year to

$8.000, then up to $18,000 aguin, and finally back to

the lower figure, draws attention to the fact that the

Irish wetropolls Is not the only city in the United

Kingdom that can boast of a workingman mayor. It

is a question whether Great Britain cannot show §

more democratic record In his respect than the Unlted

States, popularly supposed to be the land par excel-

lence of unrestricted opportunity, says the London

correspondent of the Washington Star.

It has happened, In two cases at least, that mayors
of English communities have netunlly risen from the
workhouse, WIll Crooks, one of the most Interesting
representatives of “'the other half,” was born in the
workhouse, and it Is {mpossible to imagine a more
humble beginning than that Yet he was clected
mayar of Poplar and a member of Parllament One
of the most respoected ecltizens of the clty of Devon-
port, Alderman Hornbrook, who served as mayor with
distinetion, was born In the workhouse of the
town

A former mayor of Leeds, the greatest of York-
shire citiea, Alderman Scharr by name, was the Indus-

A Woodland Easter

, IS Haster morn! A day of lovellness.
e earth, and sky sbove, are bright
of mien

anine

Sweet Nature dons ber fairest gala
dress
And everywhere rare blossoms deck the
pCena

The birds their Haster carols blithely sing
A swelling chorus echoes through the dells,
And with her joyous message (awning Spring
The atory of the Resurrection tells
All things look upward to the Heaveus high;
In offerings of praise esch benrs its part,
And deep within my woodland dwelling |
Find Easter chimes are ringing in my heart!
~——John Kendrick Bangs

ingmen Rule in Great Britain

trious dispenser of penny sweets from behind the
counter of hls modesl store, when he was not maln-
taining the dignity of the highest office in the gift of
his fellow towusmen. The contrast seems even
greater when it Is sald that he put off his apron to don
his robes of office to welcome the late King Wdward
and Queen Alexandra in the name of Leeds whe) they
opened an extenslon to Leeds university.

Another workingmsan masyor can boast of & similar
royal association The Welsh eMy of Cardiff chose
Willlam Crossman, & working stonemason. to be Its
lord mayor during a year in which King Kdward had
promised to pay a visit to the clty I'he late king
became go interested in this man of the people that
he determined to show & In an unprecedented manner
and, much to Crossman's surprise. tapped bhim on the
shoulder with & sword and sald, "Rige, Sir Willlam."

Alderman Bond has several times been mayor of
Plymouth, but thoge who knew bhim years ago when he
began his career a& a Moy in & loecal solicitor's office
would not have predicted that he would one day be
the city's chlef personnge

The police force In England would hardly com-
mend itself to the casual observer a8 a stepping stone
to th¢ mayoralty, yet two chlef executives have
reached their high position by that route. Kingseton-
on-Thames several years ago elected Councilor Clarke
mayor. His admirers made two unsuccessful attempts
before they succecded In landing him in the mayor’'s
chalr, largely because the proud resldents of the town
found It impossible to resign themselves to the rule
of thelr former policeman

Blackpool, the Coney Island of England, once ge-
lected Alderman Brodle to the mayoralty, despite the
facrt that he was particularly fond of telling of his
experiences as a member of the force In Manchester

Timothy Owen, one of the popular residents
of Aberaven, Glamorganshlre, was a sigonalman an w
railroad when his nelghbors expressed their desire to
fnvest him with the office of mayor, Obn the occaslon
of his firet visit to church after assuming the high
office he had a curious bodygunrd tun 400 railwavmen,
headed by the general secretary of the labor union to
which he belonged
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Lights at

the Mass

T WOULD seem that in eurly davs,
though lights were prescribed st mass.
‘“they were placed pnot upon, but near. the
altar.,” Bometimes the of Hghts
Al a solemn mass was very great and the
candles then used were Invariably made of wax, savs
the Ave Marie,

It wonld

very

numbey

Eefm that in early days, though
lights were prescoribed at mass, ‘they were placed not
upon but near the altar.” Sometimes the number of
Hghts at & soleémn mass was very great and the candles
then used were invariably made of BAYS
Ave Marie

Anglo-Saxon writers, such as Aelfrie in his “Tenth
Canon,” give reasons for these lights. “The acolvies,
he sayd, “light eandles gt mass not 80 much to dispel
durkness as in honor of Christ. Wiho Light."

Even when later on It became the general prac-
tice to have two candles lighied npon the altar, “tweo
others,” we are tlold, "were often lighted at the
parochial of high mass during the canon, or at loast
before the elevation."

But while It secms to bave been usual at high

very

WAX, the

I3 our

mnss on Sundays and feast daye to have even i
smaller churches two candies on the alisar and two
in larger candlesticks at the alde the number was

much greater in abbeys and eathedrals

At Chichester In the thirtecenth contury It was the
custom oh great festivals to place seven tapers of two
pounds each the
It and tha
Lh red
that

on altar, vlght on the beam aAbove

altar ptep . and

on the altar and two on the

LtwWo on on ardinary days

Btep. We know also

in the chapel of Henry YIIl, on the Fleld of the

Clath of Gold, there weére ten golden candlesticks on

the altar
With

candies

regard to the universal custom of

burning

befare« shrines and images It would be m

possible 1o cnuymerate examples of &
alrthral

Lhor

practice so0 be
loved by 1he
Leenth
common at that

Hut in Epgland In the thir-

century WikE B CUrious devotlon very
congisted In having A
maude ta act helght of the person offer-
The petitioner hen spunt the whole night be
fore the shrine holding the votlve taper in his or her

bands all the time

period which

candle fhe ex

ing it

v i ; L

D Ie AN UCEJ FIXATERIVIZ '

“Oh, sometimes they get a little fussy and I have

to separate them. That Victoria bear is none oo good-
humored, and goveral times she hus knocked me over
into the water basin. But I never have much trouble
with them."

Sam has moved up to the bars now, pufling and |
blowing like a real wrestlor after a bout, and Nipper
also pokes his pose against the iron,

“SBam, what's the matter?” querles the keeper In
a teasing tone of volce. But Sam only stares and wig-
wags & paw. Seelng a good chance, Queen lands him
A hearty cuff on the ear, and over he goes llkeé a bale
of hay. Ingtead of resenting the cuff dealt him Sam
folds his front paws one over the other, lgnoring the
lady bear as If she did not exlst, and in disgust Queen
retires to an fron gate and assumes the pose of a
contented boy watching a ball game, with not & word
to say.

sl
Keeper Anderson an Enthusiast.

On the subject of animals in general, especially
those that should be represented in any properly con-
stituted zoologlenl garden, Keeper Anderson Erown
entbusiastic. He s a native of Denmark, has been
at  Riverview sixteen years; before that speut
some years with a cireus, and when he talks of the

Copenhagen “zoo" or the Hagenback collection at
Hamburg, Germany, he Is “all lit up,” to use a pat
colloquialism

At Copenhegen they charge an admisslon fee
which would be equal to our quarter,” says the

keeper, “"and the Income |8 sufMecient to mainialn the
place In high class style and leave n surplus to bhuy
new atiractions. On cerinin park fis
crowded and the plessure derived by the peopls gives
full warrant for keeping it up in line with the very
best."”

occnslons the

Of the possibilities of Riverview Mr. Andergon has
opinlons of hiy own, which he I8 slow to express; but
it Is plain to be seen he regrets the present pauciiy
of animals and birds In the park. There is an aviary,

ar bird house, lu the park, bot the only available
oceypants nre two owls, ond Chinege pheasant, ona
parrot and a monkey which Intter |s a bird of an
agitator when he gets a proper chance. During the

winter the parrot and the monkey have thelr retreat
in the hot house ut Hanscom park
slons of the Omaba “‘goo0™
and an but they died

The thought

the small menagerie ut

Among the posses-
there used to he A wlldcat
nele
wWHI oteur to the visitor looking over
Riverview park that, situnted
ns Omaha Is, al the gutewny of the wild game country,
thar

I8 opportunity to establish here a collection that

might bope 1o with thoss in Clocinnatl, Chiengo
..... | other American eitlen, Lack of woney at the dig-
J il of 1l Fark board seens to be the maln reuson
why the local coliection nut eninrged, but publlo
i nient is not keen elther. Even a moderately good
conilection of animals and birds Riverviow would
prove a great drawing card for vigitors, in the oplnioa
of those who have given the matter attontion. And
the educational value of & well selected “zoo" would

not be jnoonsidetrable,

praven to their profit

&8 other cities scems to have

“ZOO”
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