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TIIKNS. C'orreBpondence of The
llec.) Take a look at Athens today I

It lies here under the rocky Acropolig,
filled with and surrounded by ruins.
NevrrthelfBS, it ia the brlghteat, gayest
and busiest city of the near east. It

haa Bo'uie of the most elegant homes of the world;
Its marble buildings vie with those of the best cities
of Europe, and its stores are full of fine goods. The
town grows as fast as blackberry bushes on top of
the lllue Ridge. About fifty years ago it had some-

thing like 10,000 people, who dwelt in 300 miserable
houses. Today it has almost 200,000, and among
them are Greek millionaires, who have made fortunes
In Alexandria, Cairo, Constantinople and other cen-

ters about the Mediterranean sea. It is the aim of
the Greek to come to Athens to die and the rich
bring their savings and live here In luxury. They
spend so mueh that the finest of everything may be
bought in the stores, and the cost of living Is about
as hikh.'T8 anywhere else In the world.

$
A Iook Over Athens.

I climbed the Acropolis yesterday and took a
view of the city. The Acropolis Is a hill of rose-color-

limestone which rises to a height of 200 or
300 feet out of tho plain upon which Athens stands.

It Is right on tho edge of the town, and from
the Parthenon, on its top, you can see the whole
city. Your flrft glance shows a flat plain of grayish-whit- e

buildings, tho chief of which is the palace, a
three-stor- y structure of marble, surrounded by trees.
Farther over are the Parliament building and mu-

seums and schools, and scattered about the outskirts
aro the massive ruins of ancient temples, such as
that of Jupiter, Olympus and Theseus, and also the
new stadium, which was erected by an Alexandrian-Gree- k

millionaire named Averof. It Is now being
repaired and repolishcd, and I am told that its cost
altogether has been about $800,000.

As I look closer at the buildings below me I
can pick out the details. The city is cut up by Btreets
which cross each other at right angles, except at the
center, where they go in and out like tho pathways
of Rosamond's bower. The heart of the town is
right at Constitution Square, In front of the palace.
There the car lines converge and from there go off
the chief business streets. To the left of tho palace
are many beautiful homes, and to the north of It
aro the chiof public buildings, Including the univer-
sity, the library, the National Museum and the Acad-
emy of Science. -

The main part of the town la made up of build-
ings of much the same height. They are painted
yellow, rose pink, 6ky blue and other gay colors, and
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lives In his own house has to pay a percentage on
the it would probably bring. The cafes are good;
they are full of peoplo afternoon and evening, and
many them keep open all night. At those about
the Place la Constitution you see men chatting
as late as 3 in the morning. . There are also
daily lunch rooms, a breakfast consisting of
eggs, rolls and may be had at low cost; and
afternoon tea rooms near the palace and otherwheres.
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But let get down take a ride the what place it will in part of the world.
Streets. We can several miles on the the poople here think that be largely laflu- -
for a fare cents. We pass over rVe ground enced by the Greeks who live In Constantinople,
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In April, Joseph Smith, uaaally spoken
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a,teiy began active converts.
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Mo., small trading post
Santa also the trail.
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3,000 feet long. After leaving. the tunnel the waterpasses through another lako and on Into a second
tunnel and thence on to the ocean.

Mr. Steele says that the soli of the lake basin isrich. It contains the earth washings of centuries,and will raise two crops a year. Some of the land willbe irrigated and a great deal of it has been already
leased to the peasants ln small holdings, ranging in
size from ten to 100 acres. The company has about7,000 acres under cultivation, and also pasture lands
In which are large droves or cattle. He tells me It isIts idea to employ the latest of agricultural Inventions,but so far it has found most of them unfitted to thesoli. This la especially so of our heavy harvesters
and reapers, and as it is now the most of the wheatand other grain is cut with the sickle.

One feature of this reclamation scheme is thepeaty soil of the center of the lake. This burns easily,
and within the last few month, the management hashad great trouble from fires started there. Thesehave burnt down the soil so that the level of the earthhas dropped over six feet, doing serious damage tothe canals, cut for a higher level. The pedants findthat the burning peat leaves a coat of ashes upon
which they can sow their grain and grow rich crops
without much cultivation tk. .

Large numbers of the Independence Saint, U'erelre'will terested ln having the burning L onbe in attendance at the Lamoni conference. FRANK G. CARPENTER.


