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HILE Omaba, llke other metropolitan
citles, ix concerning itself with the regu-
latfon of waights and measures, the
United States government ia also taking
a hand in this very Important game. At

this tUme thera la pending before a committee of the

copgress a bill to regulate the size of & berry baaket.

“And it Is in tbe small matters, perhaps, more
than in the blg ones that strict inspection can help
very materially to cut the cost of living,” says John
Grant Pegg. the Inspector of welghts and measures,
who looks after the enforcing of the Omaba law.

With the same thought in mind, Francls E. Leupp,
formerly commisaionar of Indian affairs, writes o &
recent nymber of Scribner's:

“On poor Richard’s theory that thes penny saved
{s tha penny earned, the conservation of human
energy by minimizing its wanton expenditure is as
{mportant in a way as the protection of a mineral bed
or a spring-fed lake; and when wa learn thal avery
girawberry sent from Florida to Masgachusetts must
be repacked before W Is offered for sale we can une
derstunnid why congress takes cognizance of so appar-
ently petty a bhusiness,™

In this connection Mr., Leupp explains that, while
Floride berry raipers use any sige measure they llke
to ship thelr fruit in, the law of the Bay state pre-
scribes the size of box or basket in which the frult
mey be sold. What {8 true of Massachusetis I8 also
true of Nehraska and other states,

National Supervising Bureau.

Tha national bureau of standards comprises, among
other departments, the offlce of weighia and measures,
which in & large way has in ita charge the preserva-
tion of the réecognized standards of length, cuble con-
tents and welght, most of which, by the way. wera
brought bodily from England, Up to & comparatively
few years sgo eusch state, and each city of & state al-
wost, hud Its own system and few agreed. AL the
present time the pound, yard, gallon and bushel are,
Mr. Leupp savs, uniform for the most part. Btill, bhe
contends, and most officlals engaged in Inspection
sgree with him, that the exceptions are guite serious.
Nebraska, for instance, 18 among the states in which
the gellon ia defined in pounde. In this state twelve
pounds of houcy constitute a legal gallon. In Kan-
sas six and a half pounds of kerosene make a gallon;
in Ohlo, saven and a hall pounds of linseed oll; in
Indisna, eleven pounds of sorghum molasses. The
gallon ns fixed by congress fs 231 cubie inches. The
antlent ale gallon of 282 cubie inchea prevalls still
in some states, and In a few others the old ale or
milk gallon is the legal dry gallon, althongh It In &
per cent larger than the corresponding unit derived
from the Winchester bushel.

A bushel of coal ranges in the various states from
2,418% cuble Inches to 2,748, a dilferencs of more
thap ope-sighth, Similar variations are found in
bughel measures of lime and coke.

The illguid barrel measure today fluctuates be-
iween twenty-pine gallons in New JYork and forty-
two gallons ln Texas.

These facts and others of similar import have
brought about n movement, originating in Massachu-
setis, to standardizse the walghts and messures
throughout the country. Many clties have joined in
an organization to bring this sbout. Whils Omaha
is not as yet formally afMliated, much good work
has been done to protect buyers in their dally dealings
with sellers

Housewive Vitally Conoerned.

“Houpewives are mainly comceraned,' fiosista In-
spector Pegg, “‘because they are the onés who do what
may be called the hand-to-mouth buying for the great
majority of famliles. Not only 4o they do most of
the purchasiug in stores, but they buy from peddlers
of all sorts of commodities. And ln this fleld the In-
spection departments are put to it the bhardest to keep
ihings wmessurably straight. That's oot a pun, but a
statqment of fact™

Dwelling on his hobby, “the cost of living ' Ia-
spector Pegg !nsists that all families could reduce It
gulte appreciably If they would call on his department
for offfein] verification when they suspect they are
geiting the worst of |t from any merchant or peddler,

“Everything is 0 high uow,” says Mr. Pegg, “'thst
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the men or women who pay the billa,are entitled to
@very ounce they are charged for. Some people do
not even know there !s & law to compel dealers in all
commodities to give full welght and bonest measure,
The Omaha 1aw is conceded to be among the very best
in the land; but there s urgent need of a uniform
system of laws, so that shipped-in products shall be
weasured alike in all states. In the matier of berry
boxea there Is a wide varlation, and this varies agaln
with the seasons, FEarly In the season we gel very
few berries in a box: Jater on we get Tullér measure.
8o the government iy considering a law that shall be
natlon-wide In ita provisions.

“In making my rounda |1 frequently find grocers
using a wine measure to sell dry stuff from. The
axcuse is made, usually; that they don't know the dif-
ference; but the buyer ought tao kunow It and insist
on the proper mesasure I bave noticed the grocers
néver make s mistake the other wayv and uss a dry
measure fo sell liguida from. Whenaver a buyer sees
a bright tin measure used to sall cranberries, for in-
stance, he can make up his mind he is getting short
measure

Bread and Butter Honest.

“Formerly this office used to bave s good many
compliaints as ‘o butier in pound pachages, which
really only contalned fifteen ouncesa. The Omaba
creameries and butter dealors now have n scale girl,
whe makes sure that each pound ecntalns sixtesn
ounces before the wrapping paper ls put on It But,
whilé package butter is righl now, purchasers can be
cheated on byulk butter If the dealer is Inclined to be
dishonest, unless they make sure of the welght. Larg:
loaves of bread should also welgh sixtesn cunces. aud
the welght of bread I find to be honegt. The bakers
change their stock every twenty-four hours, so there
is littie chance for shrinkage.”

Touching basket goods. Omaha bas an ordinancs
which makes it unlawlul for any person. firm or cor-
poration to even “'offer for sale’” any basket or meas
ure purporting, appearing or represénting w be a.
quart, a two-quart, four-quart, peck, one-half bushel
or bushel maeasurs which Is not up o the standard of
such measures, and fines may be levied from 34 up
Lo §50 for violation.

In spite of this the Inspector of welghts and
measures finds some grocers and ocoal dealers and
many peddlers uaing bogus baskets. “'Ths pracilos 's
not as frequent, hy any maans. a8 it used to be,”” says
Mr. Pegg, “'and in the case of pmall coal dealers szies
aré now made by Lthe basket, not by the busbel, in
which case T am powerless. The same in trus of
beer, for when we got after the bottles that 414 not
contain quarts and pints of liquid ‘he terms used were
changed o “large’ and ‘small’ apd people must buy
with that understanding.

Bushel Basketa S8hould Be Heaped.

An will be noted from the IHustrations, there are
ways to chemt, though, that réquire continual watch-
fulness. Take the basket of potatoes, for lustance.
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Stroke measure, making the contents of a basket o1
box even with the top, s all right for grain, but it (s
all wrong for bulky vegetalles, which shoudld be
heaped up. If the dealer or peddier lg allowed to
measure polatoes, apples, turnlps, carrots or things
of thut kind even with the top of the basket or meass-
ure, on 4 ten-bushel arder the buyer losea a4 bhpshel
and n hall or more. In the illugtration the
basket lacks about ten pounds of the proper gquantity
It might juat as easily be eleven or twelve pounds
On the smount of notatoes and similar beavy voge-
tables gold In Omahn, {n one day 1! us say, the chea!
Ing against the housewives or other purchasers would
be something worth having.”

An illustration s also given of the honest anid
dishonest basket—a bhottom view. The full measure
badket has a wide—almosat flat-—bottom, while the
vheat basket tapers auddenly from base to shoulder
and, of course, will not hold nearly the right quantity
when Mull, or evén when heaped

short

‘At every turn, almoat, you win or sou |oge, just
as you are waichful and fuformel, or careless and
wilfully ignorant,”’ says Inspactor Pegg “Take the

case/of the metal half-bushel moeasures shown, The
one stands squarely, flat on the ground, bottom eve
with the Jower rim, The«
considerably above the
two Inches In

other has s hottom ralsed
rim at (he botiom, perbape
instances, and this method of
cheating will mean s hig margin of profit 1o th

using the measure

FoOmMme
minn

i

unless we eateh him at 1t:; bul

he sells cnough of his goods ln & day the dishonest
oan can still poechel a neat profit, after pavite a fine
Look out for strangers and peddiers who give vou the
rush act on sales;

proweet yoursel!l, as rou

vou know the tricks

can when

Trick in Loose Bottoms.

“Apother shady plan of some professlonal peddiers
is to bave a basket or & metal weasure with a loose
bottom. Then, by preéssiog It up with the welight of
the contenls resting on the hand the measurs
full, but it-len’t. Beware, too, of badly dented maas-
ures, for A moment's thought will convinoe thar
aioch & utenstl will not hoid as many apples. pota’ oes
or other truck as an bonest measure ought 10, Ewer-
nal vigilanes, It will bg noted, Is & requisite of getting
the amount of goods you pay for. Muoh of the welght
fs wastad, we know, In peeling. but keey your eye
pesled, first of all ™

The legal peak ia fifteen pounda and who can af.
ford to lose half & pack, perhaps, ou anch bLushsl” |t
the dishonest dealer or peddler can filch a pound or
two, or five pounds, on every peck sold, he fan fiand
an object 1o do so. Inspecior Pegg does not assert
that & majority of dealers or peddiars are dishodest,
but ke doos lnslet that a lerge anough peropntege of
the wheole number I8 warped in conwilence to mnﬁa- i
worth while for buyers In amall quantities to he vig-

loocks

You

, llaut

Bighty pounds Is the legal bushel, but hrough
the infereuce copnveyed by an apparenily [ull meas-
yre many & bushel s sold having ouly aboul sixty
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pounds of contents And the Omaha Inspector has on
exhibition tn the collection of good and bad measures

in his office soine or steslyards, that have two

srales

indivaiors One parcticularly bad example was usod
to e=ll Fhe front indicator wag bent to Indicale
T\.\rh"_\ poOUndeE mora than n I‘Ii'-I!!k of loa H’-.l“_‘-'
walighed, while the Indlcator on the back showed the
real wealght l.eoking ot the walght from the front,
the ive | er felt sure he was geiting 100 pounds,
but the ilee seller kuew he was reslly only putting
paventys<five to eighty pounds ln the box

Pretty Measures Deceitful.

wamplea of
erficially the
1

tion there arve also s@veral
They show su|

In the colle

long, slim tin Measuren

proper cuble <oitent, but in the case of bulky goods
Lhe actunt amoeunt would rall considerably short "Al
honost mensgure (8 ke the perfect foemale forsi, as the
old artists depler 1" sald Mr. Fegg, solemnl) i

s brosd and Een#rous in dimensions, even If not wo
pretty o look ut, and stands squavely on tha ground
like a Hollgnd

EKlucidating further, the Omaba sapector sayvs

“Many of thess wlander, pretty mensures Naed 1o be
eold hepe o Omaha, byt they are nol pow, As goon
ag | notitled Lthe houses Davipg them Jfor sRie the
MEASUTES WS (njawfu thes discontinaed fis
handling of them In using thess mensures i wWas
the custom to stick them down into & sack, Ml them
and then jork them out Every purchnser was helpg
choeated o every such pure s The wooden skt
with a linlng hall way down on the inside |8 murlh on
the same nider, bedca wiille the bhavketl s full slze
on the on the liniug Ll ff qalte materiall
from (s holding oapa

In the affice collsctiog | r PeEE & L
charte taken Lrom A al¢ 'ha! was very popualne
Omaha and other altls he it ¥ 1
them 1 el | nf i rentiee THE
odd advautiagy 4z TRNT Wkl
the daoaler ri b inction stopped Interfe

with theae pcalea. oul opular prefudice % 11 3
L{1] h a g i now b

i1

(g [} ¥ o
A& good many tricks that were bDelng worked w ¥
he line Lelore [h sy made re 4 1ial
their continued use was pol prolitable. = € Bine
alks with a tinge of bLitlernas out
of getling chenied paoj q { g

who have caught Gesier . idlers ¢ 1. Bave
absalutely e fuged 1 ald L "

Thes g2en forge By Br 1 & B
busbiands or other provider . E 1 mone . |
ing wanted L 6. &6 & be fulsa
Finai juAntities Al th
~—4thal sulfler most i e Wmaller I s Lis &
dishonest menpures, b "B af
such canes ave few By waldl s é £ &
results; In [act, aimost sntire hat et bod

Afraid of Newspaper Notoriety.

NewsDAper Do ariety &l Jeis many fr
cuting, according o laapector Pegs Nob
doniers, Uur i sulferels fron ohes » ira
e publicity of golag 1o N And In thls part la
1 Hud tbs ) ia) [ pajyels Rre 1 y béat
help | can get In bave tike!! pubDlisbhed as dlabg
ait I aimost Duas a0 ai B
aiad mven the willimrs SGavv & wholesome ¢ wrt fnr
emapapes « r al uf K
we o pot GIlen K« ' 2uers with Lhes T
hers la slwas abd Lplity it, and the I woe
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thus silenlly exercised by the delly press is realized
by nobody more keenly than by myself.”

many kinds of
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Munufacturers of

short

gooda ship In
Pegg, who
YIONE Way 1o cheat
themeslves, and when thelr attention s fore Ibly called
o the

welght packagos, ace

remarks aryly: “They never orr the

bogus packages the blame the fault on he

carelesinets of

thot if the

thelr employis It Lins seemed Lo me

sltement wore trne the same emploves

would once in oo muach jnetend of al-

a while put in

ways putting in oo Hitle

While the poor suffer mioat, the inspector also
finds reasgon to opipne, “"Whsre the rich are cheated
they lode larger ehunlis ™ He can reel off numerous

ingtunces that have come under Win observation, and

f rieh friend who wias supes

in hip bine of thi

tells with gloe of meating
Intending the wiuter's coul,

the alip brought by the driver. 1 found

slOMIng

ASHINE to g6

it callad for 3,800 pounds of coal! on that load A
city prale was clop= t and 1 wook the oad over and
had 1t welghed It went anly 2.800 pounds nel In

his anger the purchnser bolled over, but when It cam

tes progecuting Wiz ¥ind heart fallad and the conl com-

pany got off wenl frod

Small Containers Craftily Built,

It I not onl u large measures and héavy welghts

that e f weording to the experienes of the

inspecton n botiies of milk the conguming publie

jged tn be hilked to the oxtent of o gill or more

through a nock that sloped too mucd and in llguor

snt medicine bokties and other stonll coptalbers thate

i too often & trick of making that » ns thelr hold.
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