- THE- OMAHA SUNDAY

1S et

—

BEE: NOVEMBER

-y

1910,

N THE face of (he mdisputable fact that play
iz the essentinl factor In the child’s physical
growil, and also in hig
ideals, all good people ghould pray that some

the formution of

day svon all the school chlidren of Omaha

will have the time, the place and the inwiligent direc-
tion which are needed for thelr best all around equip-
ment for that higher and better citlzenship demanded
by the times.™

In this expression Mrs. Nora H. Lemon has put
forth the thought of probably every school teacher
in Omaha, Some of the schools, notably the Lothrop,
where Mrs. Lemon is principal, have grounds large
enough for almost any sort of game to be played.
Many others, however, have very small space that may
be uged for play, or none at all. In these cascs the
chlldren overflow into the strest; Where
cars run this condition s not bad In Itself; but there
are school locations in thig city where the need of a
fairly commodious playground is severely feit.

While it ls & Inct that systemalic play, under the

no streat

»

the exuberant life, the cegealoss activities, the radiant
Joy, the unconscious grace, the kaleldoscople changes
of pose, of color und of motion, and llsten to the
accompanying music of the lanughter and thelr merry
shouts, And then you will know that about tha best
gift the schools can conier upon the children Is the
chance to play.

“In all this fair city there is no interest so vital
as these children, and the various civie organizations
and clubg can ¢ngage in work no more profitable thun
that of equipment of play places for the children of
today, where the)
gnmes. and play

may know the Joy of association In
with their school fellows on play-
grounds ag ample and generois as those now enjoyed
by only a few of our city schools

Perhaps Omaha has been a Uttle slow in awak-
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“Nowhore may the individual child be so ad-
vantngeously studied as when he is at play and the
skillfu) tencher {8 quick to recognlze this, and, though
she I8 notgprimarily Interested in the activities of the
children, she can with profit e among them, while
her prosence I8 a gentle reminder that the uncouth
word or action Is out of place. In this natural.
consclous way the discipline of each group is taken
care of.' But fun ls contagious nnd often before she
knowsa It the tencher has become an cager participant
in the game, the result of an evolution most Ipterests
Ing.

“When firat the gospel of good health and play
was promulgated It waa a little difficult for the Lleacher
herself thut she
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direction of teachers, is Just beginning to attract atten-  ening to the fact that it owes to its school children to be written and papers 1o be corrected—and when,'n &

tion in Omaha schools, the development of this feature (he chance for better health, for better manners sud  little reluctantly, she Joined the children in thelr

of sohool life I8 most encouraging. Superintendent morals, and that (his chance |8 afforded In large sporté her Interests were divided But before she 5 roating hines, Animals have a perlod of
Davidson and his staff of principals have enteréd Inlo measure by the judicious usge of the play time snd knows It she Ig giving the children hintg and diree- around the Master Teacher and inquired who wak 10 Taied '“w‘ﬁ PR ) l; - : , 10in e .; th
the work of development with a Kgen interest, the playgrounds." tions for some particular game before they leave the be ‘it in the game, ‘And He took a little child nud  youth in which to play: for only by so doing can they
Naturally, not all of the principals are as enthusiastic superiniendent Davidson and his staff of teachers room for play; often appointing leaders and leams g6t him lo the midst of them,! From that time 'the gypplement the insufficient hi riditary endowment with
Re Mrs. Lemon, largely, perhaps, becsuse they have jnsist that in no place or at no time can “manners Thon she must watch the gnme to be sure that it is ©ld order changeth, vielding place to new.' What Is  ndividual experience, In view of the coming (agks
not the room or the facilitles: but taking the schools and morals,” subjects conspicuous today in all courses properly conducted, and, next, she is a leader herself. e right of the child has become an all-absorbing of ife," i

as & whole, the play {dea is now given an Important of study, be more forcefully or more practically taught How those children enjoy her, and it goes without Question with teachers and all who are intercsted n “fn (he advance guard,” continueéd the prindipal
place in the dally plans of tho Ompha sohool teachers. than on the playground. Here every fellow must take saying that any teacher who eén control and direot golving the problem of life, of Kellom, “stand Dr, Gulick, George Ellsworth Johne-

The observant persom can sce from the sldewalks
or from the streel cara any moraing or Wfternoon at
recess dime whirling, running, frisky and frollesome
groups of children having a4 most joyous time In the
abandon of play. These men and women of the Greater
Omabn, that Is to cut so large a figure tomotrow in

his turn; he
show

muet “‘play fair and gquare;' he must
considerntion for the little ones and be kind
to the unfortunate; he must de courtsous and obedlent
to signals used iIn the games. When
playing they are happy and when they sre happy all
these things are natural and easy

children are

ber school at without thelr

power 1o

ploy detracting from

pleasure has lmmeasurably lneoressed her

control the children in thelr class work
“An additional advantage galped by the teacher

comeas through (he reluxation, for without the nctual

experlence the high nervous tension under which the

“If man's chiefl end is to ‘glorify’ and ‘enjoy’ we
to give the child the

I am never #s concerned il.I-’i‘.Il

pneed not hesitate things that
make for enjovment.
the future of & boy who commits all kiuds bf boylsh
pranks as I am aboul the future of the boy who never

laughs and who never plays.™

Bdward Hownrd Griggs, Jane Addams, and s host
And wo in Omals are
for large. bodies
be a concerted
movement who helleves
that toachers as well ag chlldren should develop Inifia-

son

of others, pointing tho way.
following as rapidiy as
To be effective, 1t

Superintendent

it In posaible
S0 KRV m et

Davyidson,

the life of the buoyvant, progressive, growing west, “Then, there Is the hyglenle slde,” said Mrs, teacher's work is done cannot be estimuted. But il Migs Reed delights to quote someone who hes tiye, bag encoursged ws 1o worlt out our own salva-
play bard while they are at it. They start quick when Lemon, "Look at these chlldren as they enter the would be an unususl thing to sve a teacher returning sald: “The child that plays needs but & diveclor; the tion; glving ug, however, mi h wisae counsel and his
thoy leave the school door, and they crowd lilo the bullding at the explration of the fifteen minutes gpent  from the playground looking pale or (ired or nervous. child who does not play needs a doctor, The child  hearty approval and co-pperation,

few minutes allowed them enough energy and activity
to astonish the person, if such there be, who has for-
gotten his own days on the school ground,

Very litle of it is play without purpose, because
the ¢hlldren have been drilled In the thought that
order and courtesy in their games {8 ns important ns
the play itself; and they fall oasily Into this
sehemo of things. Experlencs that thus
dou they get the best results, the most satisfaction, and
everybody can be Included In the fun,

vory

has proven

In ‘God'a out of doors.” The glowing cheek, the
brightened eves, tell best the story of their happiness.
And somehow it glwoaye geems that hnjupy folks do so
much better work than the other kind. And now after
the splendid bhreathing, after the
muscles have all been brought into play, the nerves
rested nud the whole physical being Invigorated, be-
hold, the last hour of the

exercise In deep

BeESiOn proves o be the
best one, while under the old regime it was ulways the

most irksome

On the contrury, the cobwebs have been brushed away,
her interest In the individual c¢hild has been broad-
ened and ber syvmputhy has been deepened, sShe thinks
more of the children and they 1ike her bhetter, And all
of this without any sacrifice of true dignity or woman-
lHness, "

Migs Ellle Reed, principal of the Kellom sthaool
sayd Lheére 18 no guestion before the leaching body
today thal hag In It more of interest to the child than

be regenerated in

who does nothing but play can be trained through his
love of play; but the child that does no playing must
nerve and muscle ™

She believes, now that we consider play not a
luxury, reorgunizing
our forces within the walls of the school room ro that

may nvite the parents (o send the

but n necesaity, we are rapidly

we “entire boy"

to school, sloce we are planning to take care of him

in that entirety.

“In e Kellom school the children have done
maelk during the nelement wenther with games In the
gschonl room. Theso glong the lineg of
individual play, nnd ‘co-operative games,
During sultable wenther the children are Drl{f(\l.ll'iikﬁﬂ
to play out of doors, the teachera giving only such
gupervision as will gulde the child In p[l\'fng and
Ihe 3

Have baon

competitive

Aiuare doal.’
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“If play 1s to become such a factor (n ‘the making

that of play. “We catch hig Interest al that polint," Migs Reed says further, oul of her experience In  of a mun. and If God muda the play instinet, thew it

No prottiesslght can be Imagined than what Mrs "Nar are the children the only beneflelarics of says Miss Reed, ‘'for that Is whore he lives, and we a4 typical Amerivan sehool: It I8 a fact, sclentifically gemning for us to furnish the playground and equip

Lemon calls “n moving pleture™ ou a school play- the outdoor recreation, for at last the teacher has may find him thera st any and all times. 1 like to proved, that it ia only the higher grade of animals 1t with sultable apparatus and i-m-i,'-u tent directors

ground, **No pleture Is more fascinating,” she sgys, come Into . her kingdom, and 15 as muochh st home on think of (he playground movement as beginning 1,800 which play.” And she refers to n poted biologlst who whose business It shall be o traln the 5,1.|:.-1.|.,ni rbilc;
“than a school at play during the recess period. Study the playground as in the gehool room, years ago, when the ‘grown-ups’ made that clrele has written: “The lower grade atuimals are only anl- o mesl the problems of good citlzenshio.™

+ Omaha School Children Make Generous Contributions to
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