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'HIGH ART IN THE
~ CITY'S BUILDINGS

Splendid Designs Shown Along the
Streets as Result of Archi-
teots’ Oare.

DESIGNERS SHOW THEIR TASTE
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Brick Contractors

Brandeis Theater -.- Morris Theater
Omaha, Nebraska

Ideas of Beauty Embodied in Many
Bolid Blocks.

DRAFTSMEN EXPERIENCE CHANGE

I[Effeot of the Standard 0il Buying
IF Construction Company,
|

LOCAL MEN NOT YET AFFECTED

| kit

INew Deal

Does Not Interfere with

the Independence of the Omaha
Architeots, Whe

Al Basy,

Are

Of Omaha architects there are twenty-
two, according (o the letest reckoning,
though this figure probably will be out
of data qulckiy, jJudging from thes rate at
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Head Operating Ollice,
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which the younger drafismen have eropped
up In the past.

The story of Omaha architects s in large
measure the story of architects the country
| over, particularly so at the present lime,
when the bigger offices are all affected
by a new and somewhat disturblng con-
dition. This is the entrance of the Stand-
ard Ol company into the bullding and
construciion world.

As In well known the Standard Ol In-
terests have within a year or so acquired
control of several—Iif not nearly all—of the
blg construction companles and have at
once proceeded Lo operate on & new basin.
They are financing thelr own work, hiring
thelr own architects and are thereby pro-
foundly changing the relation of owners
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and architects. In & number of cases the
conatruction companies are agresing to de-
liver the compiete bullding including the
services of the architect for a specified sum
or for a percentage of the cost,

It is eanlly seen that this revolutionised the
relation of the architeot from that of the
proteetor of the owner to that of the
employe of the contractor. This, Rt s
agresd, |ls one of the cauwes why at the
present time the biggest architectural
offioes of the ocountry are comparatively
idla. Such a condition Is known to oxist
beyond any dispute and has been  the
vause of investigations among the archi-
tectural assoclations of New York, Phila-
deiphia and Chicago, and Omaha archi-
tecls have alro been probing inte the mat-
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ter. To some of the larger men In  the

country matters lpok ominous right now.
Locml Men Not Hart Yet.

This condition of affairsa has not really

hit Omaha architects as yet and the Iarger
offices are busy with blg work, while the
smaller architects worlking on smaller
bulldings are, of course, not affected at
all, because the construction companies are
chiefly engnged in putting up sky-scraployg
botels and office bulldinge. This Is not to
way that all the blg construction com-
panies are connected with the Standard
Oll interest, but & number are known to
| be and others are suspecled.

The erection of apartment houses has
been & work which has afforded Income
for & good muny local architects, while
some of these apartment houses have been
put up without the ald of a competent de-
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elgner, and the result, unfortunately, shows
|ll. The majority of the pew bulidings of
this Kind nre guing up after plans have bean
well drawn, and under competent super-
vislon of construction. The sum of E500,00)
has been devoled (o this kind of work in
Omaha since the first of the year and as
much more will be befure another Janu-
ary, L. It In & certainty that the demand
will constantly increanse because
modern conditions of city life the apart-
wient bullding and the apariment hotel are
nmevitable. The wervant question by itseif
plays & considerable role In thisx, and an-
uther Lig factor s the desire to llve nol
far from “downtown.,” which renders resi-
dence districta more and more copgested
as a ¢lly galns In population and makes
fthe apartment house an lnevitable propo-
| wition.

Apartment Housea Detter,
newer apariment bhouses are
more churacterizged by devotion
purticular historie style thian vid
been, but they Latte
bulldings from every standpoint, including
that of the architecturnl art. 1t )& not, of
for & bullding of =sny
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stution wnd detall of ernameniation s a
pertset exumple of an historle styie has

v real srchitectural siyie at all. Just so,

o0, bullding which eannet be pronounced
o belong 1o any given siyle or period may
measure up o all the aesthetic canons,
| the employment of which distinguishes
from merely mechanical or utilitarian con-
siruction A good example of this=and
not, by the way, the work of an Omahu
' architect—is the repldence bullt for Arthur
). Hrandels and now owned and ocoupied
by former Benator Joseph H. Millard.

Of historle styvles, Omaha affords some
|--:w~l:¢nt samples, The gothle and neo-
gouthlo are common In church architsetyre,
which alea affords several samples of the
Romanesque, The renalsance stvle s axs
emplified w0 far as arnamentation goes by
many and many & hullding of the Hysaniine
stvle, The Hee bullding I one of the few
ood—ar even bad, for the: matler—apeci-
| mens In the whole west, The Spanish mis-
slon siyle has Iately been imported from

slyle o uW,
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southern California to find illustration hers |

In two or three residences,
vlgerl Cage" Golng Up.

The “wieel cage’ wype of office buliding
hus seen just now compipted one of cone.
siderable example, the new City Natlonal
bullding, in which the walls are supported

under | the Increase at 10 per vent

by the frames and therefore made possible
to ba of the same thickness throughout.
This bullding, while chiefly Interesting as
% proposition of struotural engineering, Ia
quite admirable from the aesthetic stand-
point also, and Is notaworthy for the sin-
phanis which has been laid on the vertical
lines. The story-long cornice (8 another
feature worthy of unqualified admiration.

The new Douglas county court house has
now progressed far snougn to discloss the
fact that its architect has designed a build-
ing, which will have great dignity, as well
as mere massiveness. It & In the modern
renalunance wtyle and s a good specimen
of the bast resulits possibls In tha: d4i-
rection,

MILLIONS IN SASH AND DOORS

An Omaha Industry Whose Output in
Shipped All Over the Mid-
dle Weasr.

——

The sash and door business In another
in which the Omaha conoerns are conmist-
ently holding their own with the saxh and
door factories and selling companles in
other parts of the west. It & probable
that., In the amount of gooda of this nature
gold In a year, Kansaa Clty, with its much
ijarger population, has & bit the buige on
Omaha, but, with the one exceptior,
Omaha has no clospe competitors for the
trade of the middle west. Bashea and
doors are mads and sold at both Bloux
Clty and Lincoln, but the Industry In each
of these citiss |8 inslgnificant as compared
with the amount of that sort of busineass
done In Omaha

The territory which secures most of itn
supplies of this nature from the Omaha
manufacturers and jobbers s & large one.
The Omaha concerns reach out for thelr
|bus1m.-n over the weatern haif of lowa
ns well ap over Nebraska, Wyoming, Bouth
Dakota, North Dakota, northern Kansas
and porthwestern Missourl,

Using the term In Its common accepin-
tlon In Omaha, the sash and door business
is by no means confined Lo the manufac-
ture and selling of sashes and doors. In
addition to these articles, screen doors,
porch buliding material, stalrcase muterial,
fancy posts, and, In faocl, slmost every
product of the millwrighta' art s manu-
factured and msold by the local sash and
door concerns.

The manufacturing end of the business
Is confined locally (o slght firma. These
are the Adams & Kelly company, 12
Nicholas street; M. A. Disbrow & Co.,
1301 Nicholas strest; the Welr company,
the Omahs Woodworking company, Rosen-
bery Bros., the Omaha Planing Mill com-
pany, A. Bloom & Co., 1602 California streat,
and the T. H. Werrich Fixture company.

Each of these firms not only manufao-
tures aashes, doors and other similar
products, but conducts & weners! retall
business within the city and wholesales It
products to out-of-town dealsrs. Two or
three of the largest of these companies
kesp a large stock of thelr manufactured
produets on hand, but with the greater
number of them the articles are simply

made up (o fill the orders ms they are
filed.

In addition to those firms in ths city
which manufacture sashes and doors, the

finished product Is found In the stoek of
most every lumber yard or bullder's supply
company in the clty. These firms da little
or no manufacturing, and in mWost cases
buy their stocks from the local manufmc-
turern. They do both a retall and whole-
sale business in the product, depending on
whether or not they do & wholesale or re-
tall business In other articles which Lhey
handle.

With tha Werrich company, on North
Twenty-fourth street, which ls not & leader
In the manufacture of sashes and doors,
the maln interest s the making of offlce
fixtures, counters and the Illke and the
sash and door businens Ix only & minor part
of the whole industry.

The total sash and door business of the
city will aggregute between $1.000.000 and
L0000 In & vear. These fgures, It will
be understood, Include almo the other

Dealers In the article, an well asm manu-
facturers, are unanbmous In saying that
the Increase In this line for the year will
| run higher than & Per cent, some guessing
This & rather
| remarkable when 1t Is realized that lust
Year the sash and door business In
Omaha, was far and away ahead of what
| it had heen In previous yvears, snd It looked
then as though that would remain the high
Water mark lor some years

'CRAWFISH RAID CORNFIELDS

Remarkable Story from the South

Stirs the Department of
Agricalture.
| Prof. W. H. Hays, asslstant secrstary of

agriculture, has decided to send a spociai
agent of the bureau of plant Industry
Misgizsippl

with Instructions to do evepy-
thing porzible_to save the cornfields there
thay are heing attacked by erawtish,

The depurtment officials have been
amazed during the last few days by re-
telving domens of letters from farmors
Aleng the banks of the Misslesippl who
may that their oornfields are being de
voured by swarms of ravenous crawlisl

The animals burrow through the grotund
and attack not only the roots of ths cormn
! but agtually clmb the stalks and eat the
leaves and ears

The sretion from
come I8 low and the soll is naturally molsi
The water (s near
supposed that the crawfish are attracted
to the cornfields because of the scarcily
of food. At any rate, the complaints have
| @oms (o the department In sueh numbers
thet Prof, Hays hes deelded to #end con
of his specinlists from the bureau of plant
Indlustry to investigate and see what enn
be done to save the cornfields

One correspondent srserts that he
i'sthered more than KO barvels of crawfish
The pestsa have appeared in swuch numbers
that most of the farmers seem powerl sa

tha surface and It s

o ocombat them. Mr. Hays says that in
llll probability the crawlash are more
I\'nlunblo than the corn erop. He thinks

that If gathered they could be sald for a
Kood price to the restsurant keepors of
New Orleans and other places where Craw-

fieh are regarded as & delicsoy.—-Brooklyn
Ecgle

MARE ROOFS OF ALL KINDS

Omaha Supplies Buildings All Over
West with Coverings.

MATERIAL OF EVERY SORT USED

Omnaha Job-
bera Supply the Demand that
Grows with the Ballding
Up of the Territory.

From Shingles to Slate,

———

Although the roofing concerns which are
jocated In Omaha make no pretanse of
having & monopoly on the roofing businessa
of the waat or even of the Transmissis-
mippl region, it |s a noticeabls fact, that,
each yvear when the totals for the period
are complled and made public thoss which
which represent Omaha's business for the
vear compare very fuvorably with those of
Its nearest and strongest compatitors,

The territory which belongs almost ex«
clusively to the Omaha jobbers and con-
tractors Is, of course, the western part of
lowa, Nebhrasks and the mouthern part of
South Dakota. Thelr trade js by no means
confingd 1o this territory., however, for
every week Omaha firms are placing orders
for thelr products In Missourl, Kansas,
Woyming, North Dakota and even In Colo-
rado and state further west,

For the lowa trade, the Chlosgo ocon-

eerny  furnish considerable wompetition;

articles which are manufactured and jobbed |
by the so-called sash and door concerns. |

which the complaints |

han

for the northern trade, 8. Paul and Minne-
apolls are lively contenders, and for the
wastern trade Denver roofing men muast be
fought. The scuthern competition comes
largely from 8Bt Louls and Bt Joseph,

Of course, the material mont largely
used for roofing purposes In the past was
the comman wooden shingle and even today
it holds the first place for ordinary dwell-
inga because of Itsa comparative cheapness
and the eass with which It may be put in
piance, The common ahingle ls, of ocourse,
handled by the lumber and supply men In
Omnaha as in other cities.

But for the larger and more pretantious
residences as well as for the flat roofed
Business houses, ghingles have nelther been
practical nor popular. Formerly tin and
olher sorts of metal roofs were used al.
most entirely for such structures and when
that condition prevalled, the bulk of the
roofing work was, of course, handled tin
shops and metal workers.

Within the last decade there has been a
tendency away from the metal roofs and
A turning to wslate, gravel and, more re-
cently, to tile as a roofing materisl. In the
last few years the tile has been largely
supplanting the other forms of roofing in
popularity although, just now, the patented,
largely advertised roofings which are hand.
led by every lumber dealer and bullders
supply men Iin t(he eity, are having thelr
inning. They will probably never supplant
the staple materials, however,

The bulk of the local business Is =& con-
tracting business and It ls handled by
these firms, the National Roofing company,
the Mica Rooflng company, and the BEd.
Barrick Roofing company. Theae firms, al-
though they do a wholesale and retall busi-
ness In roufing materinls, confine thelr at-
tention largely (o the coniraciing business,
recelving thelr contracts from general con-
tractors or directly from thes builders both
In and out of the olty.

The Barrick company confines its atten-
tlon to gravel work, but the other two will
contract for any sort of a roof although
each foocuses [is attention largely upon
some particular sort of roefing. The Mica
company makes a speclalty of a composite
patented product known as Mioca Roofing
which ln made In Canada from mica, lum-
bago, woapstone and bitumen. The Natlonal
people, who do the largest businese in the
city along with the slaple roofing products,
aing the pralses of an especinlly treated
| felL. This treatmeni the company adminis-
teras (o «the felt, at & plant on North
Eleventh street.

The other firmas In Omaha devote thelr
attention largely to the selling. at whole-
sale and retall of roofing materinls, al-

contracting work on the wide.
these firms are the American 'Supply com-
pany, tha Sunderland Machine and Supply
|company, the J, R, Steyenson Rooflng com-
pany and C. J. Shea Robfing company,
The total roofing business for the cliy
in one year will reach close to the FXO0XG
mark. although with the business, hoth
ocontracting and Johbing, so split up as
In the case In Omaha, any such figure can,
| 4t beat, bo but a Ruess
| Local roofing men do not feel
iwl.ll he i greut Increass this
|1Inl, but predict that the two years wlll
run wbout equal Ordinarily there are
no marked geasons to the roofing business,
byt this year the summaer season has heen
| uausually dull Thisz |s markedly true of
| the country orders which have persistently
| refused to be forthcoming., This fact the
| looal roofers atiribute to the drouthy oon-
ditlons which untll quite recently made it
very uncertaln what sort of a crop these
distriots would produce

that there
YeaAr over

though must any of them will do & bit of |
Among |
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