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Years of Service in Public Schools R

WENTY yoars in the Omaba scheols'

In that time masy Changes would be
notched in the stick of progress; changes not
only in the externals of school life-—bulld
ings, equipment and kindred ihings-—bul

also in the methods of teaching. Likewiss in that tine
a long procession of young \Amlericans—native and
paturalized —who have eutered the primary depart
ment, timidly and fearfully, have gone ouni from toe
high school, boldly and proudly, waving their diplomas
in testimony that they've ‘finished s« h-,j'_-l . S0 (ar,
that is. as the clty's publle sehool (5 Converned
Measured In thia way twenty Years hecome an epoch
Indead, but there I8 even a more vivid way of gelling
the picture. Rowember that the four teachers whoe
this summer entered the retired list have all served
at least that tme (o the Omaba schools, and most ot
tham for longer,

Miss Nancy Lewis, Miss Louise M. Adams, Miss
Virginia Kennedy and Mrs. Lucretie S. Bradley, who
this vear put aside the crayon of the instructor to en-
Joy & life of more leisure, could esch aud all give &
personal pleture of the changes which have come in
the twenty yesrs. 7This retirement list js a comnara-
tively new part of Omaka school lite, dating ounly from
the year 1909 It includes, boside the four teschers
pamed above, the flve who left aclive service & year
ago—Migs Jennle McKown, Mrs. lngelatia Ware, Mrs,
Nettie . Rbett, Miss Ada E. Alexander and Miss Villn
B. Shippey.

Miss Frances Butterfield, who bad taught forty
years and was entitled to a place upon the list, did not
ask to be retired, but who, during the last vear, was
forced by ill health 1o give up ner work, did not live
to enjoy the pension

The popular ol song, which has ilsell survived more
than the score of years, has many points of pertinency
in regard (o the story of these tenchers’ service

T'he old sckhool Louse i altered now, the beuches
are rapiaced

By new ones, very like the same our peuknives once
defaced:

But the same'old bricks are in the wall, the bell
swings to'and fro;:

It's music just the snme, dear Tow, twas twenty yvears
aARO

For twenty-three yesrs Miss Naucy Lewis taught
the toddlers at the Walnut Hill school; that is, they
were toddiers twenty-three years ago, when they en-
tered the first grade. now they are much more sophis-
ticated, having galned some school experience in 'the
kindergarten. Twenty-three yeurs ago first grade
meant ihe first of school; the paintul or pleasant ex-
perience of getting accustomed to the fact that one had
& mind which wust be traived. Trainlog, too, used to
be loss painlessly adminigtered Iustead of fust as-
simulating words, gounde, meaning and all that, the
veglaner used to struggle with the awful sequence
of A, B, ¢, until he could sing-song it off backwvards
aud forwards, The same thing bas happened 1u numn-
ber work. 7The ohild who uséd to watech with fascing-
tion—akin to terror—the teacher's skillful and guick
sliding of the colorad balls upon the wires of the numni-
ber frame, and, trembling, sunounce that two and two
made four, now learns the same lmportant fact with
much less difficulty. Fowever, 1t Is recorded that
even iwenty yoars ago the toddlers who began their
studies at Wainut Hill found school life a thing of
Joy. The steady march of educationn! methods did
not daunt nor distance this one educator. From the
time she loft the &late Normal School of Nebraska at
Peru fn 1875 until har rveiirement dn 1800 sie was
always In step with the fore guard. .Befors coming
fo Omahs Miss Lewis taught iu "owa, Missouri and ut
Peru, Neb., and was nt ope time principal of a four-
room school at Grinnell, la. She began teaching In
Omale in 1886 and entered upon her valuable service
al the Walnut HIIl schoo! in 18587,

Miss Loulise Adams has during the Iast six or seven
years of her teaching In Omaba been much interesied,
and given valuable sarvice o one of the more modern
developments of school work-—the night school, This
work with our foreign charges she found excoadingly
interesting, and it was her ambition to some time give
all her attention to tutoring the stranger whe would
be American

The night school work, while a quite receut develop-
ment, s already an Jmportant and much-needed one.
In oue of the night schools last year o whole roomful

of Greeks were studying the language. The students

fneluded,’ somotimes, whole familles—father, mother
and all the children—all intent upon learning the lan-

gunge of the new country, In sowme cases the

who Led already acquired proficiency., came

mnt.m'!_ only that they might act as laterpréters for

their parents

Before coming to Omaba, where she has been lden-
tiffed—to their great benefit—with the work of the
seventh and eighth grades, Miss Adams i(aught
Pittsfleld, 111, and Lincoln. She was a graduate of
the Pittsfield 1ligh school and later studied Euglish

literature at the Nebraska State university. |

Mrs. Bradley, who also has been identified with the

upper grade work of the various schools, and always
interestad in the young people therein, came to Omahn
18588 rfrom Red Onk, Previously she had taught
both Chester
plans include doing those pleasant things which school
duties had made Impossible before
poses L0 make the reward for good work done,
recreation and vacation

Miss Kenvedy, who lkewise was |Interested
upper grade work, came (o Omabs in 15887,

from & pormal from which Omalia hag received muan)

of its other splendld teachers—tlte Uswego MNorinal
, Oswego, N. Y. Her own years as a student o
“upper grades'’ and also in high school were spent
Middleport, Q.

Miss McKown, who retired last year came Lo
Omahs In 1870, She was at one time principal of the
old Dodge school, now the vity jail. Later, loo, she
was principal of the Pleasant school—-now all,schools
are pleasant and none i8 distinguished by the shocial
That it was the “pleasant’ school may, with

be Judged due o the principalship of Miss

Her Money Helps Young Men and Women

N MAKING her recent most generous gift
to the Young Women's Christian asso-
clation and Young Men's Chridtian asso-

- clation Mrs. Ida M. Wharton pald a sub-
stantinl tribute of appreciation, since

the gift wag impelled by a belief that it was
through these organizations the moneay could
be made to reach with most benefit the most
lives

This wasn { what Mrs. Wharton sald in so
many words in reply to the query, because
Mrde. Wharton did not reply directly; in faect,
she prefers not to talk of her gift. And so,
for the story of the gift, it |s more satisfactory
to address the query to the “right hand"
rather than to the dowering left hand; that is,
to ask her husband, John . Whartou, to tell
you about it

And as Mr. Wharton is himsell exceedingly
interested in the work of the associations,
particularly tlint for the young men, the talk
rapidly resolves itself into a discussion of the
good work being done. Immediately, then,
you have your finger on the motive—the ap-
peal and the 1mportance of the work which
the associntions are doing.

“You see, five years ago, wlhen we weare
carrying on ithe campsign to raise the $100,-
000 for the Young Men's Christlan associe-
tion, Mrs. Wharton became much interested
in the work. BShe was jnterested at that time,
coniributed to tha fund then, and bher interest
has grown as she has investigated the work
which the association s doing.

“Particularly was she impressed by the
work being done among the boys, The fact
that the association provides s place for them

- place where they can go and enjoy them-
gelves, as well as 2 plave which offers educa-
tlonal advantages—imprescad her very
strougly. Then she learned that among the
boys who work there are many to whom the

expense attached to the night school is pro-
hibitive, and so she thought If a fund would
help these boys to the sducation they needed,
wanted, such a fund would be well applled,
and so—she made the gift. There are no
strings o the endowment; the income can be
applied as the directors see flt, but these are
the possibilities which particularly impressed
her. At the Young Women's Christinn associn-
tlon 1 think it was the travalers’ ald work
which lmpressed her most vividly. She real-
fzed that many girls do come to the city
totally unprepared to cope with conditions
here; unacquainted with conditions &nd quite
unprovided with funds. Their assistance she
considers an lmporiant part of the work. And
the rest room, which offers an hour's rest to
the business women whose work means hours
of standing, seems to her a very much needed
department. She is exceedingly interested in
the business women.

“In fact, when we were talking about her
gift she asked me which 1 thought really moras
important, this work for young men or that
for young women. She hotself felt that the
work for the girlsa waa.

‘““The girl who comes to the city usvally
gets smaller wages than the young man, She
must then lUve in a cheap room, and after
business hours she must stay in that room;
she hasn't the freedom that is accorded to the
voung man, 8o the institution which enlarges
her opportunities of living and puts =ome of
the social elements into her lifs is doing a
much-needed work."”

Mrs. Wharton is decldedly an Omaba
woman, having lived here for more than thirty
voars., She came bere when her father,
Naniel Kendall was bridge contractor for the
Unlon Pacific, with headquarters hers, and ber
subsequent life has been [dentified with
Omaba.

ewarded by Honorable Retirement

MeKow For sears she was principal of the
wrening school Like Miss Kennedy, she Ye-
celved ber normal iridaiug at Oswego, N, ¥
Ater tenching for fourteen years 1o Coancll
Plufts Mye, Ware crossed the Missouri ot the
criuest sulleitation of ithe then schiool board
pexan her work with the Omaha youth

R
pue wught from the hirst grade up to the
eigh gain All her years of
caclit i vearas of study Lor her, be
CRE ' Wi ous in keeping abhseast of
the enucativaa VO IMEnts dhe was gradu-
aed ol The Biufs High sohool in
TP A Jornd veats Mra. Ware taught
at e Rt ke ol #and was influential in
Kewpl erofied In  school
Wil Al CK dge that whan the
geAsen oY Ui yd desire o Vleave school
aud siudics apu g ut Into the workd™ seized
them iL AR M are who made them realive
how | i o nx thal instead they keep
o Wil &l FlLuilies
wotlier elgbth grade leachel® aMONE those
rorired te Mins Ada L. Aleinnuder At *he time
of her reilregien: slie was reechiug the elghth
grade nt thoe Columbian swhoul
Mre, Nedt ¢ ‘hetl, who came Lo Omaba

in 1R8N, revelved her education At St. Joseph
She was graduated frow the Colon seminary
in 1888 and taugbt o Mickigsn and also in
hansas Clty belore coming to Omaha

Misg Shippey, whose years of teaching were
vents which helped put value into many lives,
{s now tiving with her sister in the home of
her girlhood, Gowenda, N, Y., and enjoying some of
the treats of rural life—the flowers aud green and
guict of the eustern village

These dates and scattered [Acis give but glimpses
f those years of service in the Ereat srimy of educa-
tion. They don't tell muything of the thousand and
one times “teacher’ has reachied outl and helped some
distouraged or slipping pupll back inte the paih of en
deavor. They do not tell, eithor, of teacher's weary
and discouraged bonrs, nor of her lnspiration which
has in turn come from apprediative pupil. These facts
ounly glimpse at that great human side of the matter
~—glimpse It even as Lhe pension system does-—know
ft is there.

The Omaha pension bill, by the way, is considered
to be one of the best of many such, inasmuch as it rec-
ognizes bolh the teachers’ and the people’'s Interesis.
The pension fund is supported by both teachers and
the community; the teachers give 1 per cent of every
month's salary and the board gives oune and a half
times this amount

To be eligibie 1o the retired list a teacher must
have uught‘tm‘ thirty-five _a'f.-arn—-r'-m'tt cars v the
Omahba schools. Upon retirement soe vedeives 500 a
year $o Jong as she livesa. The annulty s 4 recogni-
tlon of her work for the commuully. It means, in a
way, an appreciation of all thoses tnousands of right
impluses the teacher, in her public sarvice, has set in
motion in the lives of Omaha’s children. It means
that after twenty vears’ work for Omaha children,
Omaba children growa up Wwill coatribute through
their representatives {o the comfort of their ane-time
precaptor.

Omaha lLias made considerable progress In the mat-
ter of providing for the bhonorable retirement of civic
employes. Firemen have long had a pension list, to
which members of the paid fire department are eligi-
ble after continuous service of twenty-one years. For
the policemen a similar provision was recentiy made
and several of both departments have been placed on
the pension list. This pension fund s for the purpose
of insuring the men against want in their old age,
after they have spent the best years of their life in
public service at a rate of pay that does not permit
the accumulation of any considernble competency,

The public discnssion that is s0 general concerning
workingmen's compensation and old-age Insurance
brings the matter cloger home, 'The Omaba plan for
providing retiring pensions for public servants ia such
as has been proren' expedient in the reintion between
employers and employed In privats enterprizse, Great
corporations all over the land make provision for the
retirement of faithful employes, and the city is but a
great businegs enterprise and should ss=o {o it that the
men and women whe spend their lives In s service
are provided agsinst the days when they are no longer
avallable for the strennous activity of ths ecity's
business.
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MISSION WORK IN ALL NATIONS “
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the presentation by King George of the
e 3 of &' gun carriage that was used at the funer-
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in thiz country. “"That their
to The Hoe)—Some of the delagates to the

mera ;-rm we means opening new territory
nfluence, and heoce a new mar-
are returniug and without exoeption goodn, no one e¢an deny
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take place. The party will nol go on board | in evilence. The owners were just abou:
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The German emporor, in one of lils man
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&he direct result of the world | England for the journey

conference. which rightly re- | Montreal for this Yeat's
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