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THIRTY-NINE BUSY YEARS OF ONWARD MARCH

Each Succeeding Mllcstone in Career of The Omaha Bee Reéveals a Story of Advancement in Newspaper Makmg
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Ivdlecl Lbe growin ol the paper WiLErglug
frow its swaadling clothes and requiring coostaully larger oulils tu
onable it to keep the place 1t has wiways occupled at the head of the
Journaligtic procession,

The Hee waa the first paper in Nebrosha to be priuted ou power
presses equipped with automatic folders. It was .he [rst papor in Ne-
braska to Lring In & perfectiong press fed from a continuous roll of
paper. 1L was the first to discard nand composition and
gotting machines, and it is now Lhe first to modernlize [1§ stereotyping
plant by lntroducing woulding tables oporated by compressed alr and
casting boxes fod by metal pumps, It has also just added a complety
phuto-en‘rl\ilu plant of its own, and In ¢very way continues |ts posai-

u of leadership in the newspaper tleld.

The origin of The Bee and its subsequent evolution into one of
America’s greatest newspapers, s a romankic chapter long since writ
tem into the ever-fascinating and optimistic stury of western develop-
ment. How the late BEdward Rosewater poured his talent, his energy,
his very life into the fulfillment of his misslon, and how he lefl as an
ever-enduring monument to his work on varth, a vast publishing con
cern housed in ita own magnificent home—how he bullt atl of this
despite obstacles which would have extinguished the fire of ambition
is & man less resolute, has been told from ocean to ocean by way of
{llustrating possibilities In free Ameries.

Foreaight, it must be agreed, was a strong faculty in the make-

¢ the founder of The Bee, for It was foresight that led him away

fn the eighties—a guarter of a century ngo—+to look beyond the
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But the besl foresight could not see wverything aboand twenty
yours, and strange us iU sy appear not 4 slngle department of The
Bee today that was ussighed to 1t
transler wius made ioto the pregent lee bullding
all of the Lype hand, the
top floor to be next (o the editorial rooms,
from the press room which was on the first tioor. The Iatér tendency
has been to draw the mechanical departments cioser und cloger to-
gether and to eliminate time and dlstance between the
cesses which gather in the news [rom the street and from the wire,
put it into type from which the impression is finully tmprinted on the
huge rolls of paper that feed the presses from which finished
coples are delivered and guickly distributed to

The new bullding, vonstruction of which was begun last
generally designed by outsiders as ""The Bes
cause It lg directly north of the Bee bullding main
structure by an enclosed bridge, Editors, printers, artists, engravers,
stereotypers and other employes dropping Into crafi vernacular gen-
erally speak of the new home as “The Bee Workshop." while one of
the janitors who ls noted for originality of expression desoribes it as
“The Bea bullding's hip poeket."

This work shop, if you please,
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pubie, In the
busily operating
cléerical work, advertsing
and over all, & veleran
In the rear of the
general maunager.
Leaving the business department, you walk by the protiy
taln which bhus long stood as 4 beauty spot in the Bee bullding vourt,
and mounting a thght of marble steps wide enough Lo grace
capitol you turn dowp a ballwoay lending o & recepiion room whereln
Is stationed the editor und the privale
editor. From out of this room,

LuwEy i
Omang oltering
fice Eloups of slenographers
Clean cut young men doing
Idesg with printerg’ Ink,
recung Lthings In general,
the private oflice of the

IOre CAsy BUUUss Lo Lhe PUSINess Of-
Lypewriters,
men

aud there

yYou see
mixing
al-
room 18

here
maln counting
foun-
n stule
exchange secretary of
theére s & door opening into the edl-
tor's private office, The walls are Hterally lined with books, plles of
pawphlets are here, there and everywhere. In ghort, this place is &
typical editorial sanctum permeated with that booklsh atmosphere
which Indicate research o public problems

Upg private office and across
room, 18 the entrance (0 the managing editor's office,
work sbops—here ls a real one. Just why, perhaps no one can ex-
plain, but it I8 none Lthe less & [det Lthat Do successful mansging editor
was ever known to keep s tidy desk. Bome who have tried It found
unceremonious exit from the newspaper game and landed behind
depariment store ribbon counter where tidiness |s an asset. It |8 no
part of this story to essay description of the managing edltor, what
he 18, who be is and what he does, Buffice It to say that everybody
in The Bee establishment is aware of hls presence, both night and

(§11]

site the editor's the reception

Apeaking ol

any, and even when ne ls wwemporarily absent there poems to be AD
Ulistun Dund plrecting bis work, wihlch |s meraly another way of ex-
Pressing the fact that o The Bee sditorial department, as well as o
all viner departments, perfect organlzation exists,

Across the hall from the editorinl receplon room, ensconsed io
soiftuae belitting the wun who must think, ana thinking, then write,
This
congressionsl
nulure,

8 Lhe flle room which 1s wlso the den of the editorisl writer,

Ollwe 18 & prossic place, littered with newspapers,

records, relerence booke gnu other things of like
busd of .he big marble steps, the
tourist comes Lo & door upon which is inscribed: “Clty editor and re-
porters.”  ‘The frst yilug uside that door Us & telephone exchange
wWhere 4 bright young woman when lostalled will patiently answer
“number please’” hundreds constantly keep The Bee's
telepbone you luave the original Bee
spbans the @alley, to the first
floor of the annex, Hut Is nothing w indicaie that you Are
in n viaduct, for it appears to be a properly walled and plastered hall-
wauy or arch, which it redlly is
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AL the end of this passage, you enter
inrgest and most modern battery of
and one of the largest In the eotire
I'here is nothing In the way of Mergenthaler
Bee equipment. Linotypes, llke

where Lhe
linotypes ln Lthls part of the
United States, Is found,
lovention which Is not a part of The
wowan's headgear, must ever be abreast ol progress, and In its
mechanical equipment The Bee has not spured expense lo the pur-
chage of everything that makes for a more modern newspaper. The
Hee was ope of the United States to abandon
the old-fashioned hand composition and take up the linotype. That
Was sixteen years ago, and since that the battery has
been kept strictly up-to-date
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composing room I8 an lron stairway which

where the nlght editor, the

telegraph editors, the city editor, and his staflf of reporters, the Bug-

day editor, the sporting editor, the art department, the neaw euzrav-

ing plant, the soclety editor, the clud editor and the aditorial sanctum
(Continued an Page Four,)

is located




