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+ EBRASKA eitles are no lag-
| gards 12 the march of pub-

¢ lmprovements. On the
l sontrary, they are wall up
u the race for civie beauty

Al nunicipal betierment
A\ few vears ago thea man would

have hean regarded with suspicion who
proposed to pave the streets of a Ne-
braska ecity of fthe ordinary ciasa
Sewars were unknown, sidewalks ware
dilapidated, oil lamps wers used to
make a biuff at lghring the publie
thorpughlfares, and to hold things

level and avoid debt was the great
desideratum that made city officials
popualar.

Today this Is all changed Many
years of continning prosperity, greatly
{nereased land wvalues, the influx of
settlers to the country and of ambi-
tions people to the towns—the all-

5avip erry | )| cwitcomovenyY —

CI C}losen aL Lahe El@CLlOD LO QIPGCE

round demand for the best of every-
thing—has stirred to agtion a spiric
that did but e dormant during the [ean vears when inspired states-
men were setting the country by the esrs over the rainbow-llke
promises of panaceas that did not paa.

Having come Into their own ia the practionl advantages of life
the people of Nebraska shortly became af one mind In the determ
nation to make thelr munieipalities more plessant places in which ¢
The larger clities yet the example, the next in size followed suit
and today #ven the larger villages are bursting into tha line of orog
ress with & pride and a vim that i{s forcing the scales from the eves
of the old fogies, very few (n number. who may be, here and thers
seeking to curb advancement

The desire for mors satiafactory living has spread far into the
country, untll in the aider ¢ountieg it has become the usual thing
for pretentious names to be given to fine farm homes: and their
owners are making the surroundings justify the poetical, fanciful or
old world appellations they have attached to their farmstesds

Today it s not the fashion for the rulers of Nebrasks cities to
preach a pinching economy. so0 much as a wise sxpenditnra of all the
money necossary to make thelr munieipalities biossom forth in mod-
ern panoply of up-to-dats conveniences, trimmed with some of the
Inzurien. Better bulldings. for one thing, needed more appropriaste
settings, whather they ware ownd by the public or the citizens indi-
vidually To provide Appropriate setiing
streetn. That town which Lecame most
transients weat aghead o matrerinl things
epred this patent fact withour
' front as muntcipal afficiais those men who proved themseives to

ve capacity and a grasp of modern forward movements

A majority of the Nebraska

lfve

this involved !mproved
farmers and
Nelghboring rowns discov

and tha T turn

attractive ta

mun delay, sent 1o

ities of the second mas have mu-

nleipally owned water works or Hghting plants r bathy. In aearly
avery lnostapnce the ants are manuged with abilicy and faithfuloess,
and with profit 1o thae ety Lreasur nt the sume ime satisfactory
service ia furnished the pa'roas Some of these municipal plants are
quite pretentious, and in nearly svery inatancve the plans have heen
s¢ drawn that extensions may be mads from time o time, as Lhe
demand ineresses

On January 24 last & good pusl abh=ad was given ths movement

conditions when
organized at
nearly

for Improved cit
palities waa
vended b5 one Bundred delegates from varlons cities aand
towns i the state. The deisgates representsd not oanly the oz
such. but & good many commereial clubs sent delegates o
in belng doge by their neighbars A permanent argaaization
wrmed aod standing committess appointed o glve attention w0 vari
s features of city governmeni. [(Tom accouBting o #trest cleaning
Among the maltters to which the committess will
heforn the next meeting are
Lagislation, C. J. Miles, Hastings, chalrmasn
Street paving, George L. Campen, Omaha, chairman
Street lighting. James Nicholson, ir., Grand Island, chairman
Sewerage and sanitation, Adna B. Dodson, Lioceln, chairman
Water works, John Martz, Seward, chalrman
Taxation and assesament. W, L. Kirkpatrick., York, chairman
Musnicipal franchises, A. G. Edlund, Axtell chalirman.
Municipa! aceounting, Henry Schatf, Grand Isiand, chalrman.
Parks and playgrounds, W. E Hardy. Lincola, chairman
Publlc health, Dr. George P. Shidler, York, chalrman
Memberahip, Robert P. Starr, Loap City, chairman
Public safety, Mayor Dahiman, Omaha, chalrman. -
Judicia! opinions, E. J Clements, Ord, chairman
Daring the sesslons of the first gathering of representatives of
Nebraska municipalities the discussions were lively agd coversd the
whole range of civie governmen:, from direct legislation ¢ woman
suffrage. It was leammed through Frank G Plerce secretarv of the
League of lowa Municlpalities, that the Hawheye organisarion is
the largest of its Kind !n the country confined to one staie. with
Califoruia second M- pointed out the great henefits that
have aceruwed o the towns of his state through the league, which
last year had an locome of §1.100 from membershipe Tadividuals
are pot admitted as members, nor will they be taken s members in
Nebraska. Ouly municipalities can join, and the feas runge from P50
s year for Ojphia and §49 for Lincoln, down ™ 35 for the smaller
places. The membership s §3 for all alike,

The officers of the NeBrusks lesague are. Presideat, Dou Love,
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presigent, (

Lineoin: vice

Milea,

’

Hastings: seeretarys

tremsurer, R. C. Ozman, Lin

coln, trustees, Ed Lemkuhl

o Wahoo, John H. Morgan
of Chadron, ( . Lobeck aof
(Omaha

Laws to be sought by the

| gue hrough the legislia-

B v | he { at a

mesting | 0 10e
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will reiate PT0 GO A
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anm cnarters aniform sve-
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impetus o a4 poli f ad
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rawn t 2.5 pweapi

more but has beso putting on & better dress ‘o publle altulrs, while
the cities of 5,000 gr batter have (Dstalled not aply electrie light and
water plants, But have also gone (n for concreote waliks and paving
Fences have been anbolished on the main resid=nce sireests, and where
pavements are asot laid in tha husiness u-r:.‘,uh muacadam has been
put down. Wide gntiers are also plucred along the main reats, thus
aboiishing the sinkboles In which filth and flivs were wout 1o sceum
yate witile the farmers’ teymg stood Knes-deeo o mud, even 1o dry
weather

Fremont s & typleal eliy, favored with good officers and pushing

ahend at ail times. Mayor Fred Burreil is a eivil sggineer. superis
tendent af bridges for the Northwesterm rond. who bripgs to bim
rivic duties the same faithfulness and atzention to detall in his own
business., Eguipped with wuter wurks, elsctric ight plaat and
sewers, Fremont s now turning s attearion Lo more parving, and

shortly will present as fine o frogt (o this respect g8 any 40
llar size In the couniry

Grand Island
will

of sim-

put la 40.000 yards ¢of naw paving and
isy & great deal more the presest sesson. liastings s also ig
the paving Dusiness |asl now, 1o Beep Dace with the bBetier huildinga
sving up ever) Not the main wtyeafs whers the stores are
inented are heling paved in rities like these. but every year the paved
Adea I8 spreading oat to eomgrise the priancipal residence s reets
What s true of Fremant, Grand lsland and HastUugs s alsu true

lant year,
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Be-
N

rfolk
Flartsmouth,
Falls Cht

York, Sewara
atrice,

braska €ly.

Creta, Kenrney Alllanes
syurora, Columbusg, Holdreg»
and other progressive fowns,
jn greatér or lsaser degree
Where 1o paving s yet done

in large because the
gowur sysrams have oot yat
besn ompleted. Som= are
finished, some have b Ty
siArtad And thers are
planed fo Paving [ollows
whether e macadam ar
brick Bel veR B
the ares of improvement ex-
tended

Brick ls the pavement s
far tried o the olties of Ne
braska outside of Omaba and

Linzolu. In soms

wWnAa, A
astanee, native

Bearrice, f[or

hrick has been pu lnwn
Pe-s mDR _.so-om with considerable satisfac
tion where carefall laid
But an rule Purlagton block s 183e malerud used
A\ Eeatléeman from another state, who recently made a rfp

Lyough westorn Nehraska
towna so weil [mproved
Scort's Blaff They
roaswalks of cogerets as onw can

Chadron

rIpreassd hid surprise af

He mesnrioned particulariy

finding the
the little eity of
have out thers ke said, “‘as fine sidewnlks and
find anywlhere
Lhe sume
Seoltt's Biluff appealed o me bhecugss (o
a8 a and In what

10 M e

Ia Allilance and

spirit of progress. bus
5 S0 recent o construdtion
w conslder the desert country. Neo
" more presegtible streety will be found in any anstern
or foast tawn Iin the countr &nd
saw etretches of renidenee dtreets that

and other towns wWa saw

Lown WE g
finer
n the other pjaces mentioned we
weare a delighr to the eye It
was amazing to a visitor se¢ing vour gewsr towns for the first time."”
Harking back now to the Lesgue of Nebruska Munisipalities and
what Is sxpects to accomplish Lobeck says rhers
ia really no Umic to iis Meid of ywefulness “'The Tows and Californla

leugmes have beea on the order of sItension (B tae eduycation

City Comprtroller

I

of municipal officials.” sald Mr. Lobeck Our officiais rotats In
affice more than in any other country. and ascessarily It follawas
that anytlhitng whirh makes all the ecltizenslgip alert to the Best,

Acvquointed

cily ar

with most precpy!
rtpwn, By

levelopments, 4 & good thing for the
nitenqing the league and making (ta inflysnce ¢o
extennive with the lines of the stute, wa hope (0 arouse an lnterest
that will resull o betier municipal government, from the standpoint

Dath of officieney and cconomy and
algo in the very ssgentinl glement of
Eaterial batrarmen!. Ounr municipal of-
ficarn are, as a ruie Frp resente.
tives of the baiineans the'!r coOm-
munitiag, and = evnce by

the legislaturs “a (ras will

gom#s the opportnniry nake ail the
towns of Nebraska as beautiful and ae
desirtbie for residenve 43 any n the
eonntr e start has been made
everywhere and 4ll we have o 4o now

te to stir a gpirit af emulation that will
demand the hest

he man whe wers recently electesd
[ |

ta he the exeentive afficern of thair
regpective towns in Nebraska are
choswen because of their energy and

ability, and becausge chelr fallow towns-
men expect them to make good. It ie
to be another year of growth in N&
braska; the state are
Pprosperous,

Freedom of the City of London

HE honorable freedom of
on éx-President Roowevalt
the city of London has in

~antly

the

people of

the eity, which is to be conferrad
is the highest gife thas
ts power tn bastow It was re-

bestowed on Misa Flo the ouly

shortly,

rence Nightingaie,

has ever rescived It

woman wiho

The wall of the antervom of the council chamber is lined with
the busts of those whom the city has honored in this way
In conferring the honorary freedoms the anclent forms are ssill

preserved. Six citigeps will vouch for Mr. Rooseveit's wr:r"rhmm!ll
the following terms —

That Theodore Roosevelt s a mans of good oume and fame; that
hay does aot desire the freedom of the eclty whershy to defraud the
king or this city of any of thelr rights, customs or advantages, bup
that he will pay his scot and bear his lot; and so they all say.” These
uix cirigens are callad “the compurgators

The city chamberiain addresses the distinguished visitor, enlarg-

ing on the deeds that make him warthy of the honor that is belng
hestowed Mr. Roosevalr will then reply
The city chamberiain then offers him the rizht hand of fallow

ship and presents him with a goid
taining an iliuvminated
which [t was rescived

bhox, hemidicaily decorated, com-
eopy of the cote of the Common Couneil, by
that he should be presented with the freedom.
In the case of & soldler 4 aword |= sometimes given Instead of a box,
The box usually costs 3 hyadred guines
If Mr

lowing declaration

Roosevelt were Britiah e would then have (o sign the fol-

1 ™ e good and true to our SOver-
#ign lord the o D yedieat to the mavor of this citos

at | wi anely and customs th of and will keep
this cit viiivh o me |8 it " Wiy Reep the
king's peace ln my own person, that [ wiil tnow no conspiracies made
ngalnst the Kiaog s peacs i Wil varn the mayor thereaf, or hin-
{ar It to my power, and thar all we paintz and articles I will wall
and truly keep, acvording to the laws yad istom f this city, to my
Ppuwer

But not beluxg » sub)s § e King A f ooursse, not be
naiked 1o sign this decinralion M jealous ndeed, does the ecity
prize its rights of presenting rhe frepdom that, though has sesveral
imes been pregsented to distinguldhed f ¥ 44 TL1 the gift in such
aaes 14 only nominal

:arihaldl, tbe great [tallan soldis ind De Lestieps. who made
né Su=g cannl, hare both been voled the (reedon But in =ach caas,
SIranKe AN It M 108 get It e document received
n such enses s ste of the Common Couneil, not
an setunl resolud freedom And in the chamber-
lain s books It s @ they did receive the fresdom.

S0 that M mily nominally a freeman,. No ree-
ord of the reagpti nm will be found a the chamber
inin's books

There ars severa: other ways by which an Epglishman may abtals
tha fresdom YU may get it by patrimony. by servitade or by re
d=mptinn . Youn may be admittsd aa a freeman becaoss your
[AsB+T wus fresman, or Lecuuse vyou have sqrved your

term as ap-

pPriRiLes to a frecman, or
In sach of these cases

Feewman's Orphan school

you may buy It for eqsh down

yuu pay a guines [ee, wilch goss to Lhe
If you are geither a ratepayer of the ciLy,
vote Lere you pay £2 s Sd.

Uy fresmen, especiaily

nor bhave & Parllamentarm howsavar

Many powts in the city can only be held
thoss in the gift of the great guilds and llvery companies

Foreign sovereigns 4o not get even the pominal freedom when
the city wishes ro Ther raceive only a complmentary
adidress. Queen Victoria on her aceession only got s complimentary
addreas, As she was only entitlad to the freedom by patrimony

King Bdward Is stmilarly a freeman by patrimony. or hecagse his
father was a freeman When Mr Gladstone was prime minister it
was found !mpossible to voie bim the fresdom, as he was already o
freeman by redemption

Betwaen the freadom

aonor [nem

hy patrimony. servitanda or

redemption asd
wide gulf —Pearson’s

the hoaorary freedom thers s, of
Weekly,
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