
Newspapers Beginning: to Play Important Part in Public Life in China
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la now looking at the world and othera. v ,
through the right end of the The Sin Wan Pao haa a circulation of
opera glans. Its tour hundred about 20,000. but thla la equal to more than
mllllona have their almond eyea 100.000 In the United States, because every

i.., u-- 'l It wants something yellow to
stir up Its blood. Moreover, It is finding
that something in the new newspapers,
which are now springing up all over the
empire. Within the last three or four years In
about 400 periodicals have been established,
and half that number of dallies are now

at

coming out In the different cities. There and next perhaps that.
la a "yellow journal on the borders of Tibet; copy Is supposed to reach five different
newopaper reporters are Interviewing families. 8o that, as as the advertise- -
statesmen in Peking; and the native mcnts concerned. touches five times
are demanding a boycott against foreign as people as States journal,
goods down in Canton. There are already
twenty-on- e dailies In the Chinese capital,
and e.ght here In Shanghai. Five have
been started In Hongkong; and more "in
Canton and otrcrs of provincial

These journals shade ofrepresent and rge hlgh above thelr nead8.opinion and not a few of backward each containssatlonal. Some are ardent ofsupporter, tnou,and8 of jead character.. The types
government, other, are ThtWcker not,,.,o,,, ii, sjvmv vuuui curiam local

issues, whi:e others denounce them. The
publlo official, are beginning to wake up
to-- power of the newspaper, and not
a few of them are starting journals to for-
ward their views.

llere in Shanghai there are altogether
about 100 periodicals. These Include month-
lies, weeklies dallies, latter being
among the important ln China. The
paper, are published ln the foreign section
of the elly, and are therefore free from
goveniment inspection. This allows their
editors more latitude of expression than I.
permitted to the paper. In native town.,
and the Shanghai paper, therefore go out
to all part, of China.

In Chinese Newspaper Offlcf.
1 spent sorr.e time going tnrougn the es-

tablishment of the most Important of these
papers. It is known a. the Wan Pao.
and ha. about the largest circulation of
any newspaper In the empire. It belong
to a limited liability company, made up
largely of Chinese, but most ot the stock
Is owned by an America, Or. John C. Ferg-
uson, who 1. also proprietor of the Shang- -

nai limes, it was wnn ur. erguon that tracted
I through the offices. The Sin Wan mm9 0f

Chi-- represent at
inia nis tne founaing card.

of the Shantung road, which is lined with
newspaper offices, and He. In the heart
foreign Shanghai, with big buslneaa build-
ings on either

most of the papers, however, are
housed In low, dark, structures,
the offices being reached by narrow stairs.
I was especially Interested In the sleeping
accommodations put up for the compost-- ,
tors editors. It will seem strange to
our newspaper men that the employes
Chinese dailies should be "slept eaten."
Their wages always include board and
lodging. the meals cost but a few
cent, each per day, and the lodging Is not

good as accommodations of
au Atlantic steamer. For Instance, In one
Journalistic building I found ten men sleep-
ing In a bedroom not over twelve feet
square. They lay one above other
bunks built around the walls, only
private property I could see was boxes
In which th men store their clothes.
only the compositors and reporters, but
nome of the editors sleep on premise.
In this way. They are always on hand and
there Is no trouble in getting out an extra
at hour or night.

- . .

Waste t Nvtt.paper Men.
As 1 wvut tiuough tuu establishment I

asktd us to the wages. Tliey ura exceed-
ingly low. Compositors are paid by the
month. They eaoh receive from H to 17

for thirty day. of hard work, being
no rest on Sundays. The 13 men are the
apprentices boys who have had a slight
education and are learning to set type. Ed-

itorial writer are some
receiving aa high a. 35 a month, while re-
porters get 25 cents upward' per day,
Some space work is done, and correspond-
ents are paid for they send In, ac-

cording to the valuation of the editor. The
tu an Pao has in all about 00 corres

pondents who send in letters and telegrams

for extra work.

Prlaters Union,
many queer things in the man- -

geraent of newspaper office. In th
place, printers ar not hired Indi-

vidually. A contract mad with th

much employs own
In this he to conform to

the printers' union, for everything In

Chins ts guild labor or-

ganisations. Tb employer also a
union, and so hav newsdealer. Th
proprietor bay to par litter guild
so much tor each copy of oireula- -

copy of a Chinese newspaper Is sold over
and over again. It first goes to the rich,
who use It for the morning. In the after
noon the boys call for It and sell it again.
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are now putting stereotyping out-
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