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Unmistakably Our Greatest Garment Clearance

The entire second floor garment gtoCks are involved —2,000 or more excep-
tionally beautiful Winter Suits, Coats, DT®83€8, etc., for women and children are

Hosiery, Underwear, etc., at Clearance Reductions

The month's best sales in Hosiery, Underwear, Gloves, etc, are chronicled
here. The stocks are top heavy and no time like the present to reduce them. The
identical goods we have carried in regular stock at established prices all season
are now sharply cut. An important clearing on the very things you need NOW,
[n addition we offer double 8. & H, stamos in these departments.

almost unbelievably price reduced, Whbtever your needs by all means come to

Bennett’s. The garments measure up to
art at smaller cost to you than desirable
Omaha.

highest standards of tailoring and fabric
styles have been known to sell for in

Embrofderies, ete,, next Monday.

L -

Decisive Glove Reductions

Women's Engllsh Cape Gloves, $1.25 regularly,

I RS T T T LR A S s G
Soft Gauntlet Gloves, kid lined, $8.60 regularly,
T T T T R L TR £1.39
HOSIERY —10¢c black and ten cotton hose, now
BOE i P Xt s a0 i 0 o Ak P A ln s boe .. 10¢

Sbe Imported Lisle Hose for women .. ... ¢
650c Gaure Lisle Hose, gartor top. to clear 356
Children’s 15¢ Fleeced Stockings, sale price J ()¢
UNDERWEAR—Fleeced 35c Vests and Pants,
) R — ¢
Extra slze Tic Vests and Pants, for
$1.00 Wool Venta and Pania, grey only,
$1.26 Cotton Unlon Sults exira slwe, each —
MANDEERROHIBEPS—16¢ all linen inltinl Handker-
ehiefs, for ... . = i Va
:',vlnll Hnen smbrofdered Handkerchiefs, for

Men's *1°° Underwear 95¢

A danunry cledn uls of very nice wool plush
shirts and drawers for men; about 10 dozen
only, They come in tan shades, and are
extra heavy and warm—Our flnest 95

$1.50 garments, for . .. C

Rockford Socks; extra | Neckwear—G0c fancy

heavy, 16 guality- four-In-hands, revérs-
8 palrs for ible and flowing end

styles,
280, palr . . ..., S 29:
Men's Sweators; rell | Flannel Shirts — Very
Sk B ' y ! fie materinls; all
heclty biue, red and |- solors and sizes to 17
gray worated;, wore

~pure wool in var-
fous welghta,

to'cloar - ... 150 | & 215

All Men's High Grade Caps at Half Price

Bennett's

Bonnett's Caplto
Flour, sack $1.50, and
+B0 stamps

Bennett's Besl Coffes,
threa pounds for §51.00,

Big Grocery

Snider's
iarge cnn for
20 stamps.

Tomato Soup,
200, nnd

Iten'n Cystor

Crackers, 18 1Ib box

say HALF PRICE now.

MEN’S SUITS at HALF

There's n bewildering amount of clothing bargain talk in your paper today.
and three story type Is employed te make an “impression,”

If you are going to judge the bigness of the Bennett values by the size of our annonncement
you will be misled—hbadly mistaken,

This is our big twice-n-year clearance,
nsed this entire puge we conld not have sald more to make the offerings stronger,
a sale that will be a credit to this store and to your own judgment if you come here.
handsome winter suitd are golng to sell at half price—They are smart, genteel, hand tailored

models, in medium and dark colors and refined patterns, such as exacting men always choose, Not
one of these splendid suits has been here over 80 days.

2 PRICE

$25 §
0'coats
for.......

9

This Is
ntyles,

Men's Swagger Three-Quarter and Full Length Overcoats at Half

a representative assoriment

emiracing Kersey overcoatls, In black,

and fancy Bcoteh materiale with combination (or two-in-one)
and regular collar siyles.

and 100 stamps

or Soda
for $1.15. I

Meat Market

Women's Home Cook Books

The best clothing sale Bennett's ever make,

It's no streteh of the imagination when we
We believe every man's common sense and intelligence will tell him no
store could do more. Every purchaser will have the firm conviction and the satisfaction that he
got the best and biggest value for his money that It Is possible to obtain in Omaha.

Every Man Can Be Fitted--Sizes 34 to 48

$30.00 Suits. .. $15.00
$27.50 Snits = $13.75
$25.00 Buits. . . $12.50

of the year's best

(815 smmeg
green, hrown, in plain shades and stripes with veivet |‘n|]arw.J olcoah

mMmmense space
i

Had we
It's going to be
Over 5N

$22.00 Suits. . .$11.00
$20.00 Suits._ $10.00
$15.00 Suits. ... .$7.50

oxford,

lior.........

Note These Clearing Bargains:

Women's one-plece Drassps, up to $10.00 wvalues,
now  nt . |

Women's

$30.00 lLong Coats, in black And cologs,
Y eiese

new astyles, ni ¢
Women's $25.00 ‘Long Coats, benutiful blaek brosd-

cloths, nat ..... =% ll.ﬂ_')
Women's Winter Sults, choles of any up to $50.00,

for, oach 8.00

Women's Winter Conts; very large line: $35.00 and
406,00 mArments, at 00

Women's Handsomeas (loth I\rm;n.nq“ riehly designed,

up o $E0.00, for R aab.00
Miases' Coats and Dresses. 13 to 17-year nikes

fine, $15.00 values, for .. .. 98,00
Women's $:56.00 and $29.50 Tallored Sults, redticed

fo olear, al A “Eei0 Tuit A i "1‘1.1?
Women's $20.00 and 24.5( nilored BSulls, &

one priees now N . L]
Women's Fur and Fur Linsd Coals, sule price 1y OFF
Oirie' Long Conts, & to 14-year sipen, wotrth Lo 85,

Tl's Long 8 to 14 ' th t “.l.ﬂ.
Girl's Long Conte, 1o “yeAr slpes, worth to s

now il . Bascdwh 'i.”
Girls®

Long Comto, @ to 1i-year milmes, Worth to
$18.50, now nt 50
Children’s l.ong
$10.00, now at ; Fani ) v
Women's Messaline and Taffeta Bllk Walsls, 3500
kinds, now for T s it edaws 3 e .08
Women's two-place Sults; black and ocolors, u{l th
20,00, now for e » . . §10.00
Women's one-plece Droassesy and Collega Styles, ap
to §26.00, now for AT ATl L 10,
Women's Heavy Fanoy Mixture Conte, 312.00,

.'rmls.': l;| f-vear sizesn, worth to

16,00
5.00

and $1T.60 vyalugs, now for .... I
Girle’ Peter Thompson Dresses and Cloth Conis,
up to $16.00. now for T R : v
Girle' Junlor Sults, two-plece styles, $15.00 val-

ues, now for ....... . . .965.00

Infanta’ Ifelt Bonnets, a vory fine asportment 14 OFP
Odds and Ends Walsts, tallored and lingeris, $1.25

and $1.50 kKinds, now for ..,.....
Mink Furs; genuine northern mink

Clearing Men's Shoes

Ridding the stock of all the broken lines of
$3.60 and $4.50 shoes for men; patent colt,
patent kid, viel and box calf—The 2 7 =
January markdown makes them....dse .)

Another lot of men's ghoes in small slzes only-—

Douglas $4.00 shoes marked l 65
to close, at . o i ey’ ]
$1.98 for Women's Bhoss—Snturidny of nix

cholee
excallent atvies In

button and !nce, in gun

metal
These are the usunl §2.50

and patent colt

ua CI ar and §3.00 shoes. Januury Clearing ]II’I\.‘(‘...‘l'gs |
Bennett's Best Coffes, Jop Yiice, for yaunds an ry e auce Corsets for saturday 3 . > |
one pound for B6e, and BoIvice, JONE ' Dotktn \ A blg collection Broken Lots Women's Bhoes—From §3.60 lines, hut- i
30 wtamps, for 260, and 10 stampms ane Bum Heatem Ru es ton and lace shoes—rnot all sizea In every. lot, but
ASPATAEUS, Beauty of practical reci- eml 1 all enn be fitted. All
Bennett's  Teas, as- | brand, l0c cans for 1dc. Bennett's market cuts your house- $1.50 Corsets for 98c Again Saturday. blg burgains, at....... .98
sorted Team, pound 6§68, Nl B Slokls pes contributed Profit by our liberal reductions— Théy are made by one of the best ' '
and 70 stamps, dosen fo r FICKIES 81 yeeping expense to the minimum—Lowest to “‘Good House- | These are stoves of standard make, | L oo novans in this country, From | PoTotBy Dodd Dox Calf Street
Tea 8iftings, pound ] - y; Bhoes, all slzen and widths,
package 160, and 10 Sweet Mixed Pickies, | prices on cholce fresh meats in all Omaha. keeping'' maga- EROWR CArORAEROUS AMGEIR 20 tho: DNt a style standpoint they are all that bent $3.50 quality...... $2.25
BLLM DS, quurt for 20c, and 10 sie, Now 1 Book Still a good range of styles for buy- could be desired Naw. ctean ‘and
Bost Cheews, pound | StemPs Pork Moast — Fresh | OCalumet Bame, svery i ers who come early. : P - ) ' . Mismos' Bhoes, box calf and vicl
20c, and 10 stamps. . Nnvy Beans, six 1bs. york shou- ‘O}G one nelect, weil form. Thousands fregh; firmly boned and nicely trim- —with hoavy soles for school "
Virkinia Swixs Cheoss § 1ot 15c. deor, 1h...s. o e "“';“ of housekeepers .'::'."..207 0“1:‘:&,107 0" med. The materials are very sub- | —11% to 2; our $1.50 and .
. gound _be, and lf:ln‘m. ]“(l—‘u”f”r“lll. l;ﬂll‘leu - ':ﬂ““m.':‘ "ﬁ'{é‘ pound........ c will want {t—in | Meaters o Ranges o stantial. Any woman with ¢ $2.00 shoes, at............ 98¢
Bennett's Capliol Oata 2% unlity for Sc e And 30 Stamps Each " ol n v . * .i
BT LR | M | R e | b g ook e~ Ligk Wash Builers . |ttt GO | S St
4 i 1 Hranuinted Sugar. ) T 1 Cudaby’'s Bacon, su- ' ) itlom, for ........
B AP s, B Dlamond 8 Chill Sauce joon per 12ic “rh,cuud. 5 to - A Here’s an attractive sale proposition] 8llsizes.......c........... ey e
346, and 20 stamps. | Bottle 12t and 10 | prme b Mosst— She gtrip, T* 2g1 c —Yop can buy 5o better boilers tham | Also a small lot of good dollar corsets | Boyw' Shoes, [
A § ), - : y al .
Befinott's Capital Minte | *141°P% All bones 194 @ | b L., 16ic © | Lisk boflers. The reduced prices are| We are clearing up on will be a third | B box catt ‘
Meat, 3 packuges. for Benns, ""Best We out, Ib........ very lafaresting-— Oft—OF ..cv 4 b dunans s GO e
26¢, and 10 stamps, ';!u\g"l 8'.l|;'|\nﬂé [nr“’%_l,' Cholos Pot Roast— ‘om‘.}'.‘u fg‘l Pure Y E l‘n';"" "‘1 :‘:' '“’l:} 1
Sl 2 r s, 26c ! . Pe Lar - . : 31 an
‘mt:‘:"l':::"‘;;‘r Cgcﬁl:‘ill'n'.m{ .||l::'I‘rt;-, cnnﬂ su‘enn ° lbtf.waI n;r::'ir <oy ,7e palls for...... 1'75 . . nl1:’11:‘.‘;0'7:::"&3:%0”‘0%;135 narshmallows loc $2.00 values— |
A0 stumps, 10¢  bottle  Ollves | Tamb Chops — Shou- Ands 89 Stamph: lets Large FT"’," 4 {or 250 $2.00 Lisk Botlers, sale price ......81.48 at .. ....8010 {
, Hartley's rf;“rra P:‘#& ?\m,h supply lasts, o u;pr_ per ile 0 ges Grape Fruit $2.85 Lisk Bollers, sale price ...... 8$1.60 | Dellcious vanilla flavor; full size, 20¢ | oo Boots, .
L aul, (1] 8. N IDyesvenansranya r‘n L
™y .':":-ln:r{?a: 4 : Fshida Lamb Roast — Bhou Extra faney “SUN Extra fancy large Bananag, dozeén,,.......160 f_]ﬂ:? .}&Jl éaﬁ ln[e'r r{a'tli(f:ﬁlﬂ‘ri gr{:r Zre -lﬂs-zz box, Saturday for ............10¢ for men — '
= 3 > Y BlUN- - » ow | B P, i R rons, w i . seL, ..
Stive mate — queen| Tider, per 74¢| KIST" Washington | Talifornia Gauliflower, Ib........ toe | Mrs. Botts’ Sad irons, worth §1.10 ket 80c | Bemnett's Special Chocolates—Hand | one & two
Jap Hosa Tollot Soap Ollves, Iarge bottle e A Ml s Navels, f0c  98g | Large Leaf Lottuce, B for .-.uovaemepveee: Galvanized Wash Tubs, usually 650, at 396 | * rolled: the Boe buckle, roil |
¥ cakes for  ..386 Ui eizo, for .,.600 ¥all Lamb— size, per dos. ... Jersey Sweet Potatoes, poek..............800 | Galvanized Wash Tubs, usually 76c, at 48¢ ey, Ib 25(3 e '
S ~ ' Hiew, 4 1bs. .. 250 Including 10 Stamps. Fine Sced Cabbage, per b, ... civcisia..250 Galvanized Wash Tubs, usually 8bo, at 680 quality, ¢ sivr e kind,

». heatlng

| —
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WASHINGTON, Jan, 7.—Fuollowing Is the
text of the president's epecial message on
the Interstate Commerce and Antl-trust
laws submitted in both houses of congress
today: !

“To the Benate and House of Representa-
tives:

“1 withheld from my
discussion of nesded legislation under the
authority, which congress has to regulste
commerte bettwween the stntes and  Wwith
foregn ecountries and sald that 1 would
bring thie subject matter to your aiteb-
tion later in the session. Accordingly, | beg
to submit to you certain recommetda-
tions as to the amendments to the inter-
state commereo law and certaln consider-
ations arlsing out of the operstions of the

U-trust suggesting the wisdom of federal
ywoporation of industrial companies,

Interstnte Commerce Law,

“In the annuanl report
Commerce Commisslon for the year LWE,
attention s called 10 the fact that be-
tween July 1, 18 and the close of thag
year, sixteen sults had been begun o sel
aside orders of the comminsion (besldes one
commenced before that date), and that few
orders of much consequence had boen per-
mitted to go Wwithout protest; that the
quesiions presented by these various sults
were fundamenal, ns the constitutionmiivy
of the act lteelf was an issue and the
“ight of congress to delegate to any trib-

ui authority to establish an interstate

annual message o

of the Interstate

¢ waa denled; but that perhaps the most |

e practieal question ralsed concarned
<tent of the right of the courts Lo re-
@ orders of the commission; and It
Wewml out that If the contention of

Eus B in this latter reapect ulome
Thi® .4, bhut Ittle progress had
of twirhe Hepburn aect toward the

black efsion of interstate Lranspors
apert, Wl In twelve of the cases
vertical pea stated, preliminary in-
gonfine theyeq ror, being granted
asheston. in six,

Therd 8™ Airst been well under-
angle, upon Weymisaion, * ‘that Lhe
are placed, bul ot as a regulating
is lghted, the hy upon the facility
so that saich pot injunctions couid
equal amount olirgpd company by
one or Two Vesrpll of compiaint,
time & damper Cfiduvits, can over
hole or holes of patient Investi.

The contrivanCgory result can be
irong, Ul lomes nothing by
evenly heated In (¢ they fall, It
Brolling and T0F ggiablish the rate
over tlie c00ReT Ythe difference bi-

6 ing, It 1s sald , “ogllocted and the
el The price s h"’ to be reasinabie,
In g Then there I8 .|y profila, it can

seldomiWhich certainly yyurn more than a
fraction®ost elmple """*hmu collected.’

(\o. mayonal In Cewrt.
" . | ane oould
In s r g operals? Year 18, the com-

mixston ﬂ!l' up And the peventeen cases
necoas Teport, only one had

. 1' td.rnd to
docids o cF Wpreame court of the

United Stsif, yeshough five olther cases
had  been u,h 4 snd submitted to that
tribunal in obor, 188,

“Of gourse, every onrrier affected by an
¢rder of the commission has a constitu-
tlonal right to appeal to a federal court
to protect it from the enforeement of an
order which it shows to be prime facle
conflscatory or unjustly diseriminatory In
Its effect; and as this application may be
made to & court in any district of the
United Stotes, not only does delay resull
In the enforcement of the order. but groat
uncertainty Is caused by contrariety of
| decinion,
| ““The guestions presented by thess ap-
| pllentions are too often technical in thelr
character and require 8 knowisdge of the
Lusiness and the mastery of a great
volume of conflicting evidence which Is
toedlous to examine and troublesome to
comprahend. It would pot be proper to at-
tempt to deprive any corporation of the
right to the review by a court of any order

the appointment of five additlonal oircult
judges, who, for the purposes #f appoint-
ment, might be distributed to those eir-
cfiits where there ia at the present time
the iargest volume of business, such as the
Becond, Third, Fourth, Seventh and Elghth
elrcults,

“"The art should empower the chief jus-
tice at any time when the bhusiness of the
court of commerece does not require the
services of all the judges to reassign the
Judges designated to that court to the glr-
vulls to which they respectively belong;
and It should also provide for payment to

I-ur'h Judges while sitting by asalgnment

Iin the court of commerce of such addl-
tlonal amount ax s necessary to bhring
thelr annual compensation up to §10,000

The regulnr messions of such court should
be held at the capitul, but 1t should be

oF dscres whioh: (¥ undlétarbed wuuh”rmm)wmﬁl to hold sessions In differant
rob It of a reasonabls returti upon ILl.wu of the United States 1f found desir.
investment oF would subject It to burs Aable; and Ita orders and Judgments should
dens which would unjustly Alseriminate | b:: m?’d[:—e:::-mé :::I:Jw: ':!“"" 'l,"!r_r; l‘;wl by
| agninst It and in favor of other t‘-urrl:wl' . B . Ky I ites Ciales
|r1|llilm|y situated. What (s, however c"-\l\llh the provision that the operation of
- * » ¥ - a lasd fro . d
supreme importance s that the declsion thS. .SRcieh  BIFAIe _r--m el ot b
of such questions shall be us speedy as stayed unless the suprems; court shail o
- 3 der.
the nature of the circumstances will admit, [ 70
und that & uniformity of decision be se-| Restraining Orders After Hearing.
cured, so as v Lring about an effective, “The commerce court should be

syslematle and sclentifiec enforcement of
the commerve law, rather than conflicting
decisions and uncertaloty of final result.
Favors (ourt of Commerce
“For this purpos:
tablishment of

1 recommaend
court of the

the &
LM lted

| Staten compontd of five judges designated

I(or such purpose from smong the ciroult

Judges of the United Siates, o be known
as the 'United Staiea court of commerce,
which court shall be clothed with exolusive
original Jurisdietion over the [following
classes of cascs

‘1. All cases for the enforcement, other-
wise than by adjudication and collection
of a forfelture or penalty, or by infliction
of eriminal punishment, of an order of the
| Intersiate Commerce Commission other
|tlnua for the payment of money.

"2 All casss brought 0 enjoin, set amjde,
annul or suspend any order or reguirement
of the Iunterstate Comimerce Commission,

“B. All such cases as under secilon 3 of
of the act of February 18 188, known as
the "Kikins act,” are suthorised Lo be main-
tained in & clreult court of the United
Biaton

‘“ All such mandamus proceedings u|
under the provision of se¢tion X or seotion
2 of the intersiele commerce |aw are
| authorizged 0 be malntalned o a elrewit

court of the United States, |

‘Reasons precisely analogous to those
which induced the congress to create the
eourt of customs sppeals by the provislons
in the tariff sol of August B, 108, may be
urged In suport of the creatlon of the
gommerce court

| Additionul Clreuit Judges. '
| “in order to provide s sufficlent number |
of judgos to enable this court te be con-
stituted, 1t will be necessary W authorise

| thons tends,

em-
powered In its digeretion to restrain or sus
pend the operation of an order of the
interstate commerce commission under re.
view pending the final hearing and deter-
mination of the proceeding, but no sunh
restraining erdeér should made except
upon notlce and after hearing, unless In
cases where Irreparable damage would
othorwise ensue to the petltioner. A judg:
of that court might be empowerad to allow
4 wstay of the commission's order for a
period of not more than sixty days, bul
pending application to the court for s
order or Injunction, then only whers his
order shall contain a specific finding based
upon  evidence submitted to
making the order and |denuified by
ence thereto, that such irreparable damage
would result to the petisoner, spevifying
the nature of the damage

“Under the existing
Commerce Commission

he

law,
in

the Intarstate
Itrell  Initintes

the judge | plicab
refers |

and defends ltigation in the courts for the !

enforcement or In the defense of its orders
and decresa, and for thils purposs It em-
ployea attorneys who, while subject to the

control of the attorney goeneral, sct under |

the Initiative and under the Instruction
of the commixsion. This blending of ad-
ministrative, leginiative and judiclsl func-
In my opinlon, to impalr the
efficiency of the ecommiasion by clothing
It with partisan characteristies and rob.
bing it of the impartial judicial attitude
It should cceupy In passing upon gquestions
submitted to It In my opinlon all Ntdga-
tlon affecting the government should be
under the direct control of the Department
of Justice and I therefore recommend that
all procesdings affecting orders and de-

croes of the luterstate Commerce Commis- |

slon be brought by or against the Untied
States Fo pomine, and be placed In charge

of an as=aistant attorney
under the directlon
eral,

genaral acting
of the attorney gen-

FPooling Rate Agreemenis,

“The subject of agrements between car-
riers with respect to rates has been often
discussed In congress. Pooling arrange-
ments and agraements were condemned by
the generd] sentiment of the people and,
under the Sherman antl-trust Jjaw, any
agreement between earriers operating in
restralnt of Interstate or International
trade or commeres would be unlawful.
The republican platform of 1M expressed
the bellef that the Interstate commeroe
law should be further wmended, so A8 to
glve the ratlroads the right to make and
publish traffic agresments subject to the
approval of the commission, but maintain-
Ing nlways the principle of competition be-
tween niaturally competing lines and avold-
ing the common control of sueh lines by
Any means whatsoever.

“In view of the complete econtrol over
rate making and other practices of Inters
state ocarriers established by the nct of
congresy and as recommended in this com-

munioation, I s¢ no reason why Aagree-
ments between carrlers subject to the act
specifying the clussifications of freight
and the rates, and charges for transpor-
tation of passengeng and frelght which
they may agree to establish, should I‘ubl
| he permitted, provided coples of euch

agreementr be promptiy filed with the com

mission, but subject to all provisions of the |

interstate commerece act and subjeet 1o the
right of any parties to such agreement
to cancel It ax to all or any of the agreed
riates, fares, charges, or classifications by
thirty days’ notiee In writing to the other
parties and to the commission

Carrlers (0 Yuote Legal Hate.

“Much complaint s mude by shippers
over the state of the law under which they
are held bound to know the légul rate ap-
e to any proposed shipment, without,
ap A matter of facl, having any certain
means of actually ascertalning such rate
It has been suggested that to meet this
Erlevance carrlers should be required, upon
appliestion by a shipper, to quote the legal
rate in writihg, and that the shipper ahould
be protectad in woting upon the rate thus
quoted; but the objection to this suggestion
Is that it would afford & mueh o eamsy
mathod of glving to favored shippefs un-
reasonable preferences and rebates

"I think that the law should provide that
& carrier, upon wrilten regquest by an in-
tending abipper, showld quote in writing
the rata or charge applieabls to the pro-
posed shipment under any schedules or
tariffs to which the ¢arrier ls & party, and
thist if the party making such request
miffer damage in conseguence of elther re-
fusal or omisasion 10 quote the proper rate,
or In conseijuence of &4 misstatement of the
rate, the cArrier shill be lable to & ponalty
In some reasonable amount, say S0 0
acorue to the Tnited Sintes and to be re-
coverad In a civil aetion brought by the
approprimte district attorney. Such a pen-

alty would eompel the agent of the clrrter'

to exercise due diligence In quoting the ap-
plieable legal rate, and would thus nfford
the shipper a reasonable measure of pro-
tectlon, svhile not opening the way to col-
luslon and the giving the rebates or other
unfair discrimination.

Initintive by Commission.

“Under the existing law the commlisslon
can only act with respect to an alleged ex-
censlve rate or unduly discriminatory prae-
Illcn by a catrler on a complalpt made by
| some Individual affected thereby. 1 see no
| reason why the commigsion should not be
authorized to nct on its own initiative as=
wall as upon the complaint of an individual
In investigating the falrness of any exlst-

amendment of the law to so provide, and
also that the commission shall be fully em-
powered, beyond any question,
upon the classifioatlons of commodities
for purposes of fixing rates, in like manner
as it may now do with respect to the maxi-
mum rate applicable to any transportation.

“Under the existing law the commlisasion
may not investigate an Increass In rates
untll after it shall have become effective;
and aithough one or more carriers may
fille with the commission a proposed In-
crease in rates or change In classifications,

or other alterations of the existing rates
or classifications, to become effective wal
the, expliration of thirty days from such

itiing, no proceeding can by taken te In-

vestigate the reasonsbiness of such pro-
posed changes until after It becomes op-
erative. On the other hand, if the com-

an grder finding that
an exlating rate Is excessive and directing
It to bée reduced, the carrier affected may
Iby proceedings In  the courts, stay the
operation of such order of reduction for
months and even years,

~m|=nlun shnll make

Action Before Effective Dute.

It has, therefore Deen suggested Lhat
hhl'-' comminsion should be empowered when-
| ever & propossd incrense In rates |s filed
At once to enter uwpon an investigation of
the reasonablencss of the Increase and to
immake an order posiponing lthe effectlve
ldate of wsuch Increase untll after such
|investigation shall be completad. To this
{much objection has been made on the pan
|of carriere. They coniend that this would
| be, in effect, 10 take from the owners ot
the rallrocads the management of thealr
properties, and toe clothe the Interstats
vommerce commission with the origins
| rate making nower—a policy which wia
much discupsad st the time of the passuge
of the Hepburn act In 1968, and which
wiksd then, and has always Lean distinetly
refected; and In reply to the suggestion
that they are able by resorting to the
courts o wslay taking effeact of the
order of the commissglon until its reasons
ablonesy shall have been investigated by
the courits, whereas the people Are de
prived of any such remedy with reapsct
action by Lhe carciers, they point to the
| provision of the lntersiate commerce aot
providing for restitution to the shippers
by carriers of excessive rates charged In
cadea where the order of the commission re-

the

Ing riate or practice, and I recommend the |

lo pass |

' President Taft's Message to the Congress on Railroads a

ducing such rates are affirmed,
doubted how effective this remedy

Customers Finally Pay Bl
“Experience has shown that many,

haps modl, shippers do not
ceedings to recover the

which they may have besn réquired to pay,
for the simple reason that they have added | !0 favor of smending the
to the cost of the
price
that the publle has
On the other hand,

thelr rates pald
and thus cnhanced

thelr cusiomers, and
In effect! pald the bill,

the enormone volame
chargers, the great
tariffs flled annually with

the

aof

Commerce commission,

commisslen  rupervising
tariffs In advance of thelr

be necessary If thel

wera required In the mnking of every | filot
tarift, has satlsfled me that this power, |r|
conferred in

granted, thould be
limited and restricted form

“1 therefore recommend that the Ihlor-|
state Commerce commission be empowored

whendver any proposed

such Incrense In unreasorible It mav then,
by its otder, ¢ither forbld the inerense at nil |

number

Amounting
tnogt 200000, and the Impossibility
the
beeoming affec- [
tlva on every t(ransportation line wtlhin1
the United States to the extent that would

increase
{In flled, at once, elther on complaint or

It may be

In. purpose, subject, however, In the exero

merce law,
the principle of competition between
turally competing lines,
common gontrol of puch lneés by any mea
whatsoever. One of the most potent mea
of exercining such Interest han

goors
thereof to

transporintion

of soparate
the Interstate
to al- | road company by another company ownl
of any
making of | up under express legislative power conferr

no far as It nffects the ownership of stoc

AR YA
ry however

he

[ e 1, recommend that the
shnll amended so as to provide i
and after the date of Ita passage. no ra
roid company subject to the

OF. FRiel commeree shill directly ar

act indirect

mend that such prohibition be eoupled wi
a proviso that it shall not
vent

- |

nd Trusts

such routes as he may dealxnnie for that

of this right, to such reasonable regulations

ne the Interstute Commerce commission
PET- | may prescribe,
resort to pro- . .
_p Control of Competing Lines.
axcopsltva ratey

“The republican platform of 1008 declared
Interstate Com-
but wo as wlways Lo mnlntain
nne-
und avoiding the

ns
ns

heen
through the holding of wtock of one rail-

ng

!l\ competing Hne, This condlition has grown

ed

by the laws of many other states and to at-
tempt now to suddenly reverse that policy,

ka

active eoncurrence | Heretofore so ucquired, would be to in-
a grievouns; injury, mot only upon
the corporntions affected, but' upon

lurge bhody of the Investment-holding pub-
Inw

m
i1

intéerstats

1y,

wequire any interests of any kind In enpl-

of It own motion, to entér upon an in- A
| | tal stock, or shall purchase or lense any
Ivestigation Inta the reasonablencves of such
ralirond or sny other corporation whilch
change, and that It be further empowe)ed,
pompretes with 11t respecting busineas to
in s diseretion, ta postpone the offective !
Al or } ai " which the Interstate commerce acot appiles
g tt 4 "ll;;ll!“lp il - nur;.:m- or a prrind IHut especluliy for the protectlon of the
ot excecding sixty nys vy the ate | 4
=i 1‘ ’ | K "”’ ‘I& ll""’mt”h' aais Imtr.mI'(_-.- stockholders In securing to them
i ue L I v " .
lon: uuch Tate would ke effact Iflihe bent market for their stock 1 recam-
within this time it ahall ditermine that

th

opernte Lo pre-

any corporation which at the Aate

or fix the maximum beyond which It shall | of the passnge of such act. shall own not
not be made, Ti, on the other hand., al!leas than one-half of the eniire stock In-
the expiration of this time the commissinn wued and outstandliog eapital stock of any
shall not have compieted lis Investigation | gther raliroad company, from acquiring
|then the rata shull take #ffect preclssly as | all or the remainder of such stock, or to
|1t would under the exinting law and the proliblt any rallroad company which at
commlission tuay continue its Investigntion | the date of the enactment of the law I
| with such vesults as might be realized | oporating o rallroad of any other COrpora-
under the law as It now stands, tlon under lense, executed for a term of
Right to Seloet Noute, not less than twaenty-filve years, from nc-

sueh netlon

“The clalm s vory earnestiy advanced by

some lurge assoclations of

shippérs of freight should be empowered to
direct the route over which thelr shipments

and in this son-
nection It has been urged thal

should pass 1o destination

quiring the reverslonnry ownership of

shippera that | shull not operate to
the acquisition

or otherwise, of

authorize or
through satock
a competing lne

the

the
demised raliroad; but that such provislons
vallidate
u\\'lll'ﬂlhlv
or inter-
est therein in vidlation of the antl-trust or

provis- | any other law
lona of section b of the Interstate coms Overissae of Storkns,
merce net. which now ampowers tl 4 - ‘
. i ROW SDRNErs ihk som ‘The republican piatforns of 18 further

mission, after hearing on complaint, to es- : 4

declares In favor of such potlonnl Inglaln-
tabilish through routes and masimum Joint

tlon and supervision ax will prevyent the
rates to be charged, etc, when no reasan- 4

fulure overigsue of stocks and bonds by
able or satisfactory through route shall

infersiate carriers, and in order 10 carry
have been already emtablished, be amended ikut

out Its provinlons, T rescommend the spacts
WO ue Lo empower the commission to take

anable and satiafactory

even when one existing reas- |
Toule
ists, I it be poasible to extablish additional

of a lnw
eoyporatior
mergs

ment provin'ng that
pubject to the
nct whall hereaftor

connected with or

na
Interntates cor

already ex-

for any

rallroad

M=

purpose

relating to any L o
routes This seems to me o be & reason B part of
e business governed by sald act, lssue sny

able provision. I know of no rearon why a
: h capital stotk without previous or slmulians

ahipper should not huve the right to elect

ous payment to it of not less tha
botwesn two or more eatablished thraugh |vnlu:- n the p

routes to which the Inltial carrier guay be a
party, and (o require his shipment to he r
tranaported to destnation over such urJ

of such stock, or any bonds ar ot

iContinued on Page T-\nll!m_j

nt
hr

oblikations (except hotes maturing not more
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