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Merry Christmas to all,

This & a guod day to tur_gm it.

There s ahuut Iela:u = mant!estoas
the sgatisfaction that no one has to read
them. =

One nou_; of é_[l;r comes out of the
Watsous' mess, and that 12 the loyalty
of the poet's wife,

Still with. only fifty mlilllons, Mrs.
Harriman wjll not have to worry about
the high cost of Hving.

Will Mr. Morg;n'u Jpurchase of two
goup tureens for $40,000 tkad to make
the diet Tuora popular?

When !t.cﬂmﬂﬂ to deadlocks, the Mis-
sourl democrats seew tu know both
how to make and how Lo break.

T
If Santa"Cla#e didn’t Dring you all
you wanted, don't worry. Try to get a
little pleasure out of what he did for
others,

Nalling the Stars and Stripes to the
pole proves to bring a reward 'of stars
or stripes, according to who wields the
hammer,

And to think that the innocent candy

cane of the Christmas tree ls the pos-

sible product of tha short-weight scales
of the custom house!

Discovery of the prosaic facts will
not Interfere with story writers weav-
ing fanclea about the “cannibal" Island
in the Gulf of Callfornia,

Whereas Alexander slghed for more
worlds to conquer, Mr, Wu goes back
to China discouraged because there are
no more questions to ask.

John W. now says ha uever told the
Methodists that he was golng to turn
his back on the gates of the gambling
world, Well, who belleved It?

Having demunstrntad fts ability to
give a square desl, regariess of its own
foelings, will Gopenhagen supplant The
Hague as an arbitration center?

— —— o ——

Lateat ln pomology I8 the puckerless
persimmon, but let us be thankful that

there remaing one other cause for

puckered lips besides the whistle.
The African rﬂ;lit—-;_ﬁonsevah has

been recelving on his travels Is as

nothing compared to the royalty he
will recelve on hll writlngs whan he
Bols home,

—_

Ot cou‘l’t*h wah “vulgar” for any
publisher, to attempt & cheaper edition
of the "'fiwe-foot bookshelf,” but It 18 a
form of Svulgarity that the plebelan
pocketbodk can tolerate.

Is it naj strange that rallroads, pro-
fessedly profitable Investments when
the go ment  seeks to ocorrect
abuses, nlnnlrl be so enkerly bought up

5 the klm of finance?

A son & Jtm Hil has had & harrow-
ing exner'.ncu, treed by a buffale bull,
For an e;llnct animal, the bison ap-
pears to U holding his own. WBut you
couldn't hop the old man up & tree.

————

Mrs. c {sty may tnhe u a8 & per-
sonal vindleation of her stand against
her artlst‘husband’s cholce of domielle,
that the sbffragists are to remove thelr
h“dqunr?rl to New York from Ohfo.

R p—
Hnﬂlqﬁodud to run a dally news-

paper, t uffragettes begin thelr real
troubles. JBut why “The Wireleaa?" If
ihe dear tures expect Lo make o
FUCCeRs NHtics, they will find wire-

pulllng Ao firet essentinls

“Merry Christmas.”

Perhaps the most redeeming tralt of

|!zum|m anture ia that at loast once a
yoar mankind Is wiillng to payse in its
fi) rieh and, laying aside all anlmos-

e precn a general wish for the

good enl welfare of all, Your nelgh-
bor greets you today with “Merry
| Christmns,” and you return his saluta-

J

tlon. The Siranger you encounter ex-
presses in his face, his manner and his
gréeting the cordinlity that supporis
the sincerity of his “Merry Christmas."

This Is not an empty and megning-
loge phrase, no matter how trippingly
It may fall from the lipe. Even lia
munt careless expreselon has in |t
something of that element of good that
|is Iatent In all natures. The roligious
| ngpect may mean much or little today.
That depends entirely on the viewpoint,
but regardless of this fact, the whole-
gome mentiment conveyed by ''Merry
Christmas'* is an evidenca of the fact
that man is not essentially all bad, and
that even Iin his lowest state he has the

element of good nand aspiration for
right.
Christmas le o day for glving. Even

the most selfish nature expands under
the geninl inflounce of tha season and
the satlgfaction that comes from the
pestowal of remembrances at this time
ts far more enjoyable than that which
comes in taking. This trulsm bhas been
so often stated that its repetition seeams
unnecessary. It is the excuse, perhaps,
for some extravagance, but exirava-
ganee that Is easily forgotten when one
congiders the motive that underlies it.
To the devout who logk upon the day
a8 the nativity of the bledsed Son of
God, on whose life of patience and self-
gacrifice rests the foundation of the
Christinn rellgion, it 1= doubly signifi-
cant. It was thig divine man who an-
nouncad the doctrine of love as the
basis of personal conduet, “1t 1s more
hlessed to glve than to recelve,” He
sald, and by His example, as well as
precept, He taught the world the sub-
limity of Hlis thought. And 8o the
Christlen, in contemplation of His
birth, sees with eyes of faith the con-
pummation of His life given In the end
that all might through Him recelve life.
Thus to mankind, no matter of what
eondition or in what walk, Christmas
is.a day of pecullar and appropriate
slgnificance, and to all of these we
wish a Merry Christmas,

A Minor Chord.

One of the greatest of human hearts
is that of our national humorist, who
{g also recognized by the nations as our
most notable author, Dr. Samuel L.
Clemens, whose pen-name of Mark
Twaln, has been a household word for
generations, This man more than any
other now living has played the har-
monles of mirth and good fellowship
among our people, and who so gener-
ous as he with hig serene and Joyous
outlook on life through a. personal
caresr that has been crowded - with
the tragedies that beset the lesh and
splirit! .

We know what his message to the
wvorld is en this hollday, for it gleams
from every page of hils books, stored
with concentrated sunshine. We can
hear his “Merry Christmas™ in his
whimsieal voice, with his wonderful
smlile, sbove which his white locks are
an aursole.

Kindly, lovable Mark Twain, would
that the response of mankind» &b
awaken in you one touch of the merri-
ment that you have kindled in our uni-
versil breast! But not for you the
merriment, alone and desolate in your
house of mourning; for you only the
resignation, and the waiting, and the
inner faith and the living love of all
men to comfort you at the ashes of
your hearth, Not the “Merry Christ-
mas'’ we would llke to gay, may we ut-
ter; but oh, Mark Twaln, the children
of your brain and soul, they live for-
ever, and contribute to the merry
Christmases of mankind throughout
the year; and in token of the love the
whole troubled world bears to you, we
may #2ay “God bless you, Mark Twain,
nobleman, let nothing you dismay!"”

Ohn.nce for Our Youth.

The launching of another United
States battleship, which is sald to be
the most wonderful fighting giammoth
now afloat, renews attention to the
fact that with our greater navy we
neaed & larger force of tralned men fon
the mastery of our ships that gshall

the rebelllous natlons. And (t is an
oocasion for ambitious youth fo recog-
nize the opportunity for which many of
them have been longing In i€ in
other flelds of endeavor.

Among the names which the United
States has blagoned In latters of gold
all over the world, those shine supreme
which had thelr beginniog in the navy,
Where Is thera an array that so stirs
our own patriotism as Barry, Jones,
Detatur, Farragut, Dewey, with the
host of others no less distingulshed
that is encompassed in the anoals over
which those typleal names stretch?

The prodigious advance made In
naval construction and equipment since
the time when Commodore Barry exe-
cuted the exploit of muking the first
capture of a foreign ship by a commi|s-
sloned officer qf the United States
navy, affords vaster opportunities for
modern youth than were possible (n
thoge days of hand-to-hand confilet, for
now the guns of the leviathan hurl pro-
Jectiles across miles of distance with
aceuracy, and the huge wechanism is
under exact control at the pressure of
a finger applied to electric devices.
Thue the arts of war afloat have an in-
finltude of delleate manipulation call-
ing for men of parts to be the bralns
of the marvelous maohines.

And while some may deplore the
necesalty for fighting ships, 1t must be

command the respect and obedfence af

fHE BEE:

remembered that the Amerioan navy
has ever beon an instrument In the
neacs of the world and In vhe spread of
civilization, Beyond the seas and on the
islands In the midst thereof are allen
peoples who today have occagion to
afirse and enll the American navy
bleased, and in the forceful perpetua-
tion of our dootrine of humanity the
youth of today haa a brilllant oppor-
tunity.

Our Hero Memorials,

Secretary Dickinson's ples for na-
tional memorials at San Juan and other
battlefields of Cuba becauss of the in-
dividual and united valor shown by our
commanders and our troops at those
Iandmarks of signal victories, 1s well
enough in Its way, for tablets at saored
spots where men have lald down thelr
Hives In A humane cause serve to re-
mind the thoughtless of deeds worthy
of emulation.

But one cannot but reflect that in a
Iarger sense we have reared up & mem-
orfal that all the world may read as it
runs, in the reconstructed Cuba whose
sufferings ‘enlisted our foroes In the
most unselfish war the world has ever
witnessed.

Inscriptions of metal may be neces
sary to mark the spots of speclal valor
for the guldance of future generations,
but the visible and glorious monument
ig already reared to our heroes In the
happiness and prosperity of the lsland-
ers whom we Hberated from oppression
by the very herolam now detalled by
officlaldom for congress to recognize,

Japanese Assurances.

There |s a holiday flavor about the
greetings brought to Washington by
Ambassador Uchida from Japan, and
while naturally he could not bae ex-
pectad to discuss the toples that are
continually active in the popular mind
where Nippon is consldered, neverthe-
lesa the hints that he threw out were of
& most reassuring nature. We must
remember, however, that the baron Is
first and last a shrewd diplomatist,
whose training precludes his saying
anything but pleasant things and the
nlee-sounding words of diplomacy fre-
quently have been known to conceal
guile.

For example, touching on the vexed
matter of immigration, which caused
such a foment on the coast, he remarks
that “the existing agreement has no
fixed date of expiration,” as though
that wak a guarantee of perpetuation
of good fellowship. As a fact, how-
ever, that simply means that it {5 sub-
ject to revocation when elther party
finds it to its Interest to break it, and
while the advantage is mutual, still it
does not form a very secure basis for
permanency of harmony.

Fortunately, the general treaty with
Japan does have a fixed date of expira-
tlon, and the State department is even
now ¢onsidering how best to renew its
provigions, May it not be an advan-
tageous time for also consldering the
incorporation of such agreement re-
garding immigration and other Japan-
ese problems as shall render more def-
inite and secure all visible problems
which afford possibilities for dispute
between ourselves and the nation
which Baron Uchlda represents?

Brud Inatud uf Bullets,

Optimlism oecasionally gets its op-
portunity, even in the sone of warfare,
and what a pleasant sight It Is to see
the United States battleships pouring
medical supplies Instead of shells
ashore at Bluefields, and the American
State department superintending the
distribution of bread instead of bullets
among the famished Nlcaraguans,

The United States has never glven
the world a more striking and efficient
lesson in the humanities. Prompt as
it has been to respond always to succor
the victims of calamity, In such rellef
matters It has necessarily been a liberal
sharer with the rest of the world. But
in our neighboring troubled republie
it 15 slone In its work of cheer and
peneflcenoe,

This hospitable manifestation Is
prompted solely by goodness of heart,
and Is a spontaneous outburst of fel-
lowship and loving kindness aroused
by the necessities of the case. Yet It
will bear its good fruit, for the event |
‘shows to even those among whom sus-
piclon of our intentlons lngers, that we
have no deslgns in Central America,
but that we are actuated absolutely by
desire for the general welfare.

All over the world the Christmas
bells are ringing, but nowhere Is thelr
joyous peal more triumphant with the
message of “Peace upon earth, good
will toward men,"” than in troubled
Nicaragua, where our navy adminis-
ters relief to the wounded, and our
fighting men bear food to the hungry.

Can the Hlinols leglslature, now In
session, hear the volce of the mine ex-
plosions demanding safety precautions
in the mines? Unless legal restrictions
are provided by statute, the Cherry
martyrs will have dled in vain,

The apple I8 now touted &8 & cure for
applejack appetite and kindred evils.
Gradually this much maligned fruit |s
coming ioto ita own, but it has long
traveled a long lane from the garden of
Eden,

Red Spots on the Roeord.
Chicago News.

Bome rallroads are not golng to be ablo
to report Lhis year that they carried mil-
Hons of passengors without Injuring one
passenger,
i

" Burope's Young Kings.
' New York World,

By the dcath of Leopold another is added
to the It of amiable young Kkings on
Buropean thrones of whom Alfonsa and
Manuel are examples, These youthful
monarchs hava opportunity to ssours thelir
hold on their kingdoms by & wiss and
tompersts adminisirgtion of thelr high of-

|

fice. But It will be the part of prudens~
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Poetic Yuletide Sentiments

A Chrisimas Carol,

There's & song in the mir!
There's a star In Lhe aky!
There's & mother's doop Prsywr
There's a haby's low i
And the star rains itsa fire while the
Beautiful sing,
F'urml.hn mangsr at Bethlehem cradies a
ng.

There's a tumult of joy
Q'ur the wonderful birth,
For the virgin's sweet boy
I8 the Lord of the enrth.
AY! the star ralne Its fire and the Beauti-

ful sing,
F‘c:r”nw manger of Bethlehsm eradles a
n{.

In the light of that star
Lie the ages impearied;
And that song from afar
Has swopt over the world.
Every hearth 8 aflame and the Peautiful

ung
In the homes of the nations that Jesus Ix
king.

Wa rejolos in the light,
And we echo the sohg

That comes down through the night

‘ From the heavenly throng.
Ay! !‘ve shout to the jovely evangel they

ring,
hnd we greet In His cradle our Savior and
King. ==Josinh Glibert Holland,

A Song for Christmas.
Chant me & rhyme of Christmas—
Blng me a jovial son
And though It s fill wllh laughter,
Lat it be pure and strong
; of the hearts brimmed over
With the story of the da

Of the echo of ehildish voloed
That will not die away,

Of the blare of the tnsseled bugle
And the timeless clatter and beat
Of the drum that throbs to muster

Squadrons of scampering foet

But, O, let your velco fall fainter,
TIN, blent with & minor tons,

You temper your mong with the beauty
Of the pity Christ hath shown,

And ming one verse for the voloeless:
And yet ere the lonﬂ = done,
A verse for the ears that hear not,

And a verse for the sightless one.

Far though It be time for singing
A mcrriy Christmas glee
a low, swest volee of on
Run through the melody. i

—James Whitcomb Riley.

Lights of Christmas,

The lighta of Christmas

With spiendor glow;
Out on the gloom,

Out on the snow;
Streaming from milllons

Of windows thrown wide;
Proclaiming good cheer

At Christmas-tide,

The lights of Christmas
Gleam on high
In milllons of stars
That strew the aky;
Thess windows of heaven
Are, too, thrown wide
And heaven sedms nearer
At Christmas-tide,

But the lights of Christmaas
That hollly shins;

True stars that lead
To the Child Divine,

Btream not from windowns
And not from the akise,

But sparkle from millions
Of children’'s eyes.
Omaha BAYOLL NE TRELE.—

An Old Christmas Carol.

Oh, wake y-. little ehlidren,
A fonauc chesr,
Yon sun su high along the sky
Hath shone two thousand gm
And once It saw a little chil
In manger lying undefiled,
And all about the cattle mild
Did lovingly draw near.
S0 wake ye, lttle ohildren,
And be of goodlie cheer.

Oh, wake ye, little children,

And let each heart be gay,
Good Wil to Men they caroled then,
And why should ye delay?

Awake, awake, ‘End and sing,

And greot ys every living thing,

For man and beast djd grest your King
On that first Christmas day!

Then wake ye little ohildren,
For this is Christmas day.

Everypody's Magasine,

Hark, Ye! Merrie Gleemen!

Good morrow! men of gay employ,
May peace attend your way,
And may no note of grief alloy
The merrie measure of 60\:1- Joy

Upon this Christmas Day.

And If, belike, ye only think
Of alé and goodly- roast;
Thlm Ay gour songs beget the chink
uld to buy the meat and drink
lch ye est:em the most,

But if beneath the motley ooat,
Beal hearts for higher thingm,
Ah! then ye know how weak the note
He makes within his atraining throat
Who feels not what he sings.

And all the glees and merrie trolis
That ye may sing toda

Are nothing to the song hu rolls,

Unheéard by men, from grateful souls
Of stmple folk who pray.

Thl- day upo 'lll E-bed
Was born the Gndly ¥,
Whose blood, another day, was shed
That souls that hungered might be fed
To their eternal joy.

8o, If your glees small comfort bring,
Your hunger to allay,
Your souls ma{ gtill be bagqueting,
It ye the swealer song will sing
0Of simple folk who prny
—P. A. Daly.

A Bachelor's Christmas,

1 M my pipe and =it me down beside the
bonny open fire,

"Tin Christmas eve and here am 1 with all
that mortal hearts desire;

What, all? Yea all that gold oan Dbuy;
there's not a single thing 1 need,

And yeot somehow w’ut ines ulo those that
in the leaping flames | read?

Why should & grate fire erackle so and
inugh At ail my single biiss?

Why there In Jack! Flve
roomed together, he and

Full many a midnight romp mve hsd and
Hitle cared how time would

Where are the steins we used to cllnk and
where the songs we used to sing

Ah, Juck! dear Jack! I'm all alone, what
Is the messnge now you bring?

For there you ara as big as iife, slippered
Just ae you used to be,

Great SBootl! old man, don't tell me now
that they are Yours—those chlldren three,

|
Wh?’ hello, Jim! What, Nl In bed and
Ighting now to save your life,

And who's that copls your feversd head?
By Gearge, my boy, have you & wite?
Are those her soft white hands that smooth
your plilew with such graclous care?

Il a8 you mre wu ré better off than 1 am,

Jim, tonight. 1 sweary
For though {ou dle you're not sione;
loved, tened, you will not be
Whils 1-Oh, what & change is (his
open fire brings over me?

{nn ago w;

une
the

Now there Is Ceorge, my pal of old, the
very first to plead our caune,
You heid that llnfio Dlisw was best
' now you're playing Santa Claus;
1 hurdll, recognizsed you through that ecot-
ton batting fringe you wear,

And thers's & llttle boy and girl now wall- {
ing for you on the sialr,

Go down to them with laugh and #song,
FO0 make thosa little }'ﬂun”l'lﬂrl gind,

1 realige a4t last, my l.m) ve not the
wedlth I thought 1 had

~Duetroit Fres Press.

and

Is There a Santa Clauaft
“Is there a Banty Claua?'—
He pina me fOor an Answer;
An' Is his reindeers all got names from
Blitsen uE to Prancer,
An' does he shake lke Jelly does, with all
his jolly laughter?—
A dosen questions every hour,

n-comin' after!
I try to tell him not to vex and fret a

y so0,
“In thers a Santy Claus?"
1 don't know!

an' more

™ book says to ted th' truth: a
eller 1n 1I'ble
For ot\:a Ilalo word o' his, accordin' to
th' L H
But seems to meé it never hurta to say a
word that's pleasant,
An' what aln't so some other day I8
rob’'bly true at present.
An' here he's Iuomn it e, dependin’ on
my WwWo
“Is there n sanw Claus T
Bo I've heard, .
Remember when wo's Ilula tikes, an
Christmas was a-comin
We use' to wish th' days to Christmas
Day would go a-hummin';

™' tlrop!u e, th' hangin' crane, th' stock-
in's all s-waitln'—

We atayed at home on Christmas ove, an’
never went a-skatin’]

We set around an' watched th' fire die
down Into a giow—

“In thers & aamy Claus?"

Mebba so.

An' Christmas mornln —well, he'd comel
We'd dreamt about th' tnklin’

Of his sleigh bells, an' we (ut up while
siars wore still a-twinklin'.

We was wure o' him them days a8 T am
that I'm livin

An' that madas half the goodness of the

gettin' an’ givin',
There's mperrits that {8 part of us an'
works with us, I b
“Is there a Banty Claus?"’
Yean, child, yes!
- Wilbur D, Nesbit

Whernt Chrintmas Comes,

When Christmas comes we one and all
Our days of bxxom youth recall.
Eho:ed:aur . destroys,

fo fading memory des
But keeps secure in nldon thrall,

No matter what stern fate befall,
Not all life's wormwood nor ita gal
One bit of thelr past charm alloys
When Christmas comes,

We see agaln the festal hall,
Green ,'nmmdu hung about its wall;
The gift-bowed tree, the wealth of toys,
We onuh:ln!n are n:l: and boys,
stmas com
N —George Beers King.

Tragedy of the Candles,

A little Eskimo ones came
To share our happy home,
Brought by an Arotle traveler
Across the frosen foam.

On Christmas eve wa drquﬂ! a tree
An every home should 4

With toys and snow md glluerlng things,
And candles red and b

The room waa shut till Christmas day,
When, after dinner time,

All were to dance around the tree—
That spectacle sublime!

But ah! when the fnlhvr hurried In
The lttle wicks to 1l

In vain, the taper In his hnnd—
No candle met his sight.

“Hi, there!" he ories, “what Jolm is thia?
The candles,; whare are lht?'

And all who i\alnﬂ! to dress the tree
Brood mpeechless with dismay.

"The candles! There were forty-eight,
Four dozen,’” mother said,

“And not a single one is left
A beam of light to shed."

Then spake the little Eekimo:
"“Me sorry what ma done;
Me very hungry In the nlght,
Me ate them every one.
—The Delineator.

for them to dwell lightly on the “‘divine
right’" of thelr rule. That theory has be-
come pretty well attenuated,

|
Every Little Helpa,

pclence Is not worth more than twics the
cost of the commiselon to the public treas-
ury? Unless congress ghould intervens and
Inopportunely stop the publie printer the

country Is promised still more of it In
8t, Paul Ploneer-Presa future reports.
Any other trust that feels consclence |, i
siricken or is afraid of the law should Enriching Speech.
come up and hand a Christmas présent to Boston Globe.
Unecle S8am. Ths total recelpts from that| English speech, already opulent in
source for the presenl year already ag-|synonyms, Is belng dally enrlohed. One

gregata over $,00000 and all the crooks
have not yet reported,

Stretehed to the Limit,
Boston Transeript,

Soecretary Meyer's statistical method of
Justifying our naval expenditure is rather
dangerous. The ratio of oost of the navy
to the number of dollars worth of prop-
erty in the United States theoretically pro-
weted thereby, s, of course, abruptly
small. But It is sasy In this way to pal-
liate anything.

Delieate War Question.
Boston Transeript,

Tha general staff has taken up for con-
sideration a delicate subject in declding to
draw up & project for regulating the rela-
tions of war correspondentis to the gov-
ernmont. It recognizes that the people
“want the news,”” but that ths purpose of
& commander and the success of his plana
may be put In jeopardy if the correspond-
ents are allowed o gratify all the de
mands of thelr readers, The press has
righis and »0 has the government, and to
find where the llne of demarcation ecan
be drawn as to" be permanent ls Lhe quost
of the general staff, A free confersnce
with the press s suggested A8 One WY
for remching a modun vivendi, and there
Is one great precedent, at least, favoring
this course,

Profound Discoveries.
Philladelphin Record

The learned congrewsional commisslon of
immigration In its latest repart has made
n disquisition on  the  anthropologieal
changes that (ake plage In Immigrants
after their acolimatization in this country.
For example, (he blond dolichoosphall, or
long-headed ruces, frequently change into
the brunette brachistooephall, or flag
headed, or vice. verms. Another profound
disgovery of the commission s that the
immigrants for the most part fare better
in this couptry than they do In thelr ne-
tve bomes. Who will say that all this

of ita latest acoumulations i the new ad-
Jective “lafty,” signifying complaisant. “He
wan a good clerk,” sald a New Yorker,
“but he was #0 good-natured to everybody,
B0 tafty, that he neglectad the Intorssts
of our corperation, and we had to let him

‘0-“
i

THE OMNIPRESENT FACTOR,
——
Adjunting Wages to the High Cost of
Living.
Boston Herald.

A great strike of rallway employes is
threatened In support of & demand for a
10 per cent Increase in wages, The man-
agement of the larger rallway systems
reply that buslness does not warrant such
an lnorease, and that not untll tuey have
recovered from the depresalon of business
and have met the demands on thewr Incume
fur malntenance and new equipment can
they conslder the request for an Increase
To which the workmen reply that the
comt of llving has Increased Lo such an
extent that the 10 per cent Increase in &
necessity, It I8 probable that & careful
and Impartial Investigation would confirm
the truth of the statements of both sides.
The workingman needs a higher wage to
meot the higher prices of the necessitios
\of life. The average rallroad s not war-
ranted by present conditions in permanent

Ilncrease of Its cost of operation. But the
workingman must live. The cost of his
ving is & fuactor In the guestion. 1If cap-

ital dwinsuds & reasonable profit, labor also
rightly demunds a reasonablie return on its
Investmant, and that reasonable demand
is determined by the required ocost of his
living which Is the variant If the cost of
Uving s high be must get highur wages
than when It Is low, It s for the Interests
of every cmployer of labor, every Industrisl
manager, or commaereial director Into whoge
calouintions & payroll enters, that Lthe ocost
of Hving be subjected Lo expert Investiga-
tlon and thal every unneCeARAry 6xponse

times, and their rare joys|

I THE [llUEST NATIONAL BANK IN N[BRASKA A

s

Established in 1857 as Kountze Bros.

i

¢

Nationalized in 1863, Charter No, 209

One of the Safest

Forms of Investment Is a

3% Certificate of Deposit

In This Bank, Which Has 1
Over $12,000,000 of Assets.

The published sintement of November 18, ‘05,

showed that this bank had

outstanding

= ,

terest bearing certificules tolalling $1,080,910.

| RNirst National |

|

o S

Bdnk 01' Omah e B

"_===l"—"==l

from it. The problem of the cost of HUving
haws priority over other industrial and sovial
problems. It s the omnipresent factor,

MORGAN AT THE 'PFHONE,

Getting Nasy on Stray Lines Beyond
“ae Bell,
B tlmore Amerlcan,

The activity of J. P. Morgan & Co. dur-
ing the lust two weeks In buying up tels-
plione companies scattered through Ohilo
and Indiana has aroused speculative query
In svery financial center. Folowing the
acquisition of the United Btates Long Dis
tance and the Cuyahoga Telephone com-
paniss announcement was made near the
olose of last weok that a controlling In-
tereit had heen obtained by the New York
banking firm of six other independent comn-
panios, The system thus acquired em-
braces 4,000 milew of jong-distance lines
and represente a capltalization of $11.000, 000
common stock, $4,000000 of preferred stock
and & bond |ssue of $12.50,000, Tho most
generally accopted guess has been that the

purchaseas have been made In the Inlerutq

of the Bell company, which recent.y bought
out the telegraphle lines of the Goulds,

It Is emphatically denied, however, In
what seems to be an authorized siate-
maeni that there is any purpose In view to
turn the propertles over to the Ball ocor-
poration. Clarence Brown, general counsel
for Morgan & Co., has dec’ared that the
properties were purchased as an [(nvest-
ment by the New York banking firm with-
out consultation or arrangement with any

other Interests. The consolldated com-
panies, it will be obeerved, constitute an
important system, ramifyfmg & thickly

populnted territory, and It I8 4 reasonable
conclusion that If the lnes have not bLeen
purchased with the expectation of merging
with the Bell system there Is a purpose Lo
make the acquleition the basis of a mueh
more expansive system. If J. P, Morgau
& Co. are to go into the telephone business
to stay, there Is reason for the assumption
that 1t will not be In & smua’ll way.

A FOOLISH PLEA.

Unigne Argument of Corporatiom At-
torney.
New York Evening Powt.

According to aommon bellef. the lawyer's
functions consist in belng as clever as he
can In behalf of his cllent. We some-
timas overlook the fact that a lawyver's
duty may call upon him to make hims-If
as ridiculousn as he can. How well he
oooaslonally succeeds s demonstrated by
the attornoy of a great rallroad who ap-
poared before & legisiative commlittees to
Argue that If an employers' labllity law
were In foree rallway employes would de-
liberately maim themselves In order that
they might thereafier lead a life of great
ease at the expense of the company. The
temptation to grow Angry with suoh rea-
soning Is quickly swallowed up by the
temptation te laugh. Sueh a statement
ecould wvery properly be eharacterized as
eallous and Inhuman, if not for the fact
that It Is much more properly classed as
ldlotle. There are doubtless remsons to
bring forward agalnst the proposad meas-
ure. The rallways may not be able to
nfford It; It might depress actual wages:
It might encourage thriftlessness and care-
lessnoess among the men. But It has been
left for a corporation lawyer to assert that
workmen cannot be Insured agalnst socl-
dent because men are sure to eripple them-
selves to earn the Insurance., Perhaps the
350 men who perished in the 8t. Paul mins,
at Cherry, started the fire with the object
of attracting newspaper attention,

ROME OF TAFI'S GOOD WORIK.

Achievements that Make for Good,
Clean Govermment.
Des Moinea Capital.

The Arbuckips hove glady refunded to
the United Btates government §0,000 in
settlement of the government's clalm
against the firm on account of cheating
by short welghte In paying Import duties
The government has not compromised any
right to prosecute the Arbuckles criminally,
Put this down as a triumph for tha Taft
administration, whigh Is doing Ita Auty
without & brass band.

Upon trial five employes of the Bugnr
trust have been convicled of defrauding

the customs, A jury found them gullty
after a falr trial A maximum penalty
Im $10.000 fine and four years “lmpyison-
ment or bolh.

These are some of the achlevéements of
the Taft administration In the Interest of

good, clean government, Every man s
required to do his dury
But the Taft administration makes no

nolse In regard Lo ita achleveaments,

The adminlstration Ia also laboring to
reduce the number of employas and to eut
down the expenses of the government,
which haye tramendounly grown during the
Iagt ten years.

Let the fault-finders go on. They oan-
not much longer, contand aguinst the
achievements of the Taft adminisiration.

SAGE STUFFING.

Bame to you!
Look up and cheer the while,

Put some heart In the greeting. Tearts
ness swectens hot alr

A palr of Christmas slippers that will fiy
Are A Joy whila they Inst,

Feant on Chrigtmas pootry today. To the
morgue, tomorrow, for & Yyear,

Never mensure the gift by the price tag,
It may be a marked-down [igure,

The old rellable red nocktle continues the
warmest bloom on the Christmas tree,

No matter what the Danes decrea. popu-
lar eonfidenced In the oook ocannot be
shaken today.

Christmas sentiments are all
their place, but Christmos
riaches the spot.

If you are still In doubt about who g
there first, pull Sanin Claus Into & corn.r
and start & guis,

The Christmas purse I8 not s fat ma It
was, but much Improved In appoarancs, A
suiical operatlon helps In a erisis

Archeologists say that suspenders were
Invented before Christmas trees, Why they
persistently hang together Ia not explainod.

The muaker of the calendar dld not ime
prove his reputation as a prophet when he
put the shortest day flve days ahead of
the actunl one.

A large assortment of Christmas gags to-
day glve thelr farewell sersim {or & yoar,
Hhould you find them too much for Your
teeth, get an pxe,

Treasurs the joys and forget the annoy-
ances of the hollday rush, A diversion
from tho besten path puts ginger where [t
will do the most gouil.

If you get what you looked for, exull
heartily: if not, don’t “haoller.” Herolsm
had its beginning In greeting disappoint-
ment with a happy smlile.

Mark Twaln's remark, “T'm bohaving ss
good as 1 ean’ and Gene Fleld's “T'm ns
good as 1 can be,” are exeellont companion
pleces for a cheery decorntion.

" I
' A MONEY MONOPOLY,

right in
substance

Conirol of Vast Sonrces of lnlnrn-a-
Wenlih,
New York World,

No man, whether he ba J. Plerpont Mor-
Enn or ‘Thomes 1 Rydd) sHOUTA™ e " pece
mitted to own & great life-Insurance coms-
pany. There {8 no man In Lhé country
who ecan safely be trusted with such power
over $460,000,000 of other people’'s monay,
no matter what safeguards an Insurancs
code may provide. Yet thia Is what the
etate of New York permitsa,

in the case of the Equitable the entire
stock Is only $100,000 and the dividends dre
Himited by law to 7 per cent; yet Mr. Ryan
pild James Hagon Hyde §2.500,000 for §H0,X0

of this 00,000 In stock. The legitimate
earnings from the Investment wore only ,
$3,614 a year, The Interest on L0000 nt

the very modest rate of 4 per eent le §100,000
a year. Nomilnally Mr. Ryan's investment
meant a loss of ot lenst 39,48 annunlly;
yel he wus very glad to got the Hyde stock
for $2500000, nnd  other bidders  bad
previously offered iwlee as muohs

Thersa 8 no publle Information as to
what Mr. Morgan pald for the Ryan hold-
Ings but nobody assumes that It wns loss
thun Mr. Ryan pald Mr. Hyde plus
reasonuble return on the Investment, No-
body has assumed, elther, that Mr. Ryan
or Mr. Morgan In sequiring the Equltable
wis Influenced by phllsnthrople considera-
tlon for the widows and arphans of pollcy-

holders.

SPICED PUDDING.
Mra,. Chugwater nudged her husband
“Joshia," she asked;, In n . low  volce,
“what I8 that man In uniform dolng?"
“He's bottling a sample of the stmos-

phere In this can” answer Mr, Chugwater
“What's he doing that for?”’
“He's golng to use It as a fertilizar. Wha
did you suppose?'—Chicago Tribune,

“Id you belileve In & future punish
ment of everlasting fire and bLrimwio! d
"Only for my nelghbors' peplied |he
purty of the egotistical part.—Chicago
News.

DA you observe anythlng Poeull:lr about
that explorer's observalions? asked one

Arctic expert,

“Yes." replied the other. “"Most of thon
were personsl and somewhat profano.
Washington Btar.

“I am told that King Edward sends a
dally mossage 1o his chef oomplimenting
him on his dinner,” P

“Yes," mnswercd Mro  Crosmiols. “We
are nll of one common humanity. Ewun
a king has to go out of hin way to jolly
the oook. —Washingtan Star.

“I fear that bhoy of mine is incorrigible.*

“*What now?™ .

“Ho wints to send Sunta Claus & Black
Hand letter."—lKaneas City Journal,

Tubb—Old boy, want to gongratulate you

on your speroh at the banguet last night,

O'Sudda (aftor walting 4 moment)--1 know
you do, pard, and you'rs awfully sorry you
ean't do It truthfully. I sppreciate the

effort, just the same. Nasty weather, lan't
wr—Clhleago Tribune,

_=_

A Merry Christmas!

We wish you one and all a
Very“Merry Christmas™
Our store will be closed all day Christmas.

‘BraninQ King &CQ

and every unrewsonable profit be eliminsged

E. B. WILCOX, Manager,

CLOTHING, FURNIBHINGS AND HATS,
FIFTEENTH axo DOUGLAS STREETE,

OMAHA,




