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rue Story of How “Paprika Schnitzel” Came to

RED PAFFENRATH
imarted it, snd in n large
measure |s more (0 blame
than anvane else con-
nedted with the whole af-
fair Of course, this may
acemt  like cowardly eva-
glon of persounl responsi-
billty, ¥ot the position |s
nesumed with due respect
for most {llustrious prece-
nant It you will go back
a8 far ne the Garden of

Eden vouw wili find that the paternal

parent of the human family evaded his
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most pretentious comle operas of todny bave anything to
excel the measures “Paprika Sclhinitzel,"”
while not & few fall far below the standard set Ly Prof
Kraly
After the score had been Aited to the words, or the
words fitted to the score, cnme the real task, that of fit-
ting players and eingers. To give o grand opera at the
Den was the most amblitjons project ever undertaken.
The [nftiation had for .-it;"_rill venrs been growlng more
and more 1o tha direction of a8 drp-
matie performance, but this was »
leap far In advance It required
much infusion of new blood nto the
wo:&ing force. Ak-Sar-Hen already
had a splendid

written for

own ehare 1n the digaster 1o much the
Adam Iald It onto Eve ba-
cause she eouldn’t kKick, and Paffenrath
ia 80 deep o the hole that we might as
will stick him for the whole ghooling
mateh and have it over with

same way

1t all began In o Httle private dinlng
room one alternoon, when the snow lay
deep on the ground, and seven mea
more or lesg interested in Ak-SBar-Ben
met around a table on which there was
something to ent, pmnd something 1o
emoke, and where 8 walter could easlly
get in with something to drink. The
debate that followed around that board
would have been of lmmenee value If it
only conld bave boon preserved Lo his-
tory seven men st topgether at thut
luncnoon, and when It broke up it had
developed that thoers were spven |rre-
voeuably fixod (deas ps to what the next
show wonld do, and an outgider might
have thought that seven long friend-
ghips had been hopelessly sutdered At

least, some of the Inneuage used and HER PIRATE

gome of the threats made would have \\

E'Ss NECK.
warranted soch a conclnsion

Paffenrath cullod the meeting because he waa full of
the notlon Qould Dietz wne called In becpuse it wns
desirable to stick the boasd of governora for the price of
the lunch Gus Renze was brought along for the reason
that some
Gus Dad” Weaver wad there, because no one knew al

time during the game evervbody has to see

that time he was golpg to jump the game and go to Kan-
sas Clty. MeCullough was there becnuse Paffenrath and
Weaver thought they might hurt hiz feellngs il they
didn't ask him to
come in, and Geurge
West was there be-
cause his long cx-
perlence has  made
himw sort of dean of
the guild. uach of
this sextette |8 per-
fectly gentle and
travtable, when he
has his own way,
but nelther of themn
wasg ever known to
agree with anyone
else as to anything.
Prof, Kratz was also
present, but he was
0 thoroughly
abashed by the lan-
guage he heard and
the demeanor as-
sumed at one time
around the board
that his presence
MAN EATERS ‘bardly counted. But

’ the seed was sown

and the Paffenrath idea took root that day and flourished
even beyond the hopes of any of those present. This
was some time later, because ng further consultation
wae held, and no general gession of thie august body has
ever been convened since. The next debate ocourred in
Gus' private of flce at the Den
Il you have never been privileged
to get Into execy tive session with
Gus on the show | You can't possi-
bly Imuagine what you have misand.
Gus s as full idess as a dog is
of Neas, and the one is as hard to
catch as the oth er, and some-
times they ure as futile as they ars
elusive But th \ ete consultations
all worked, toget ' her for good. For
example, during the course of a
forancoon session, when Gus and
the writer were ' talking at the
same time, the expression, "“Pap-
rika  Schnltgel,” was used amid
the torrent of

more or less ele-
gant and expros- Elve
from (us, and
It would not Inte
count the vurious
steps, but finally
gel™ had baoer
wnd music

language
wis selzed upon
rest anyone to re-
prellminar y
“Paprika Schnit-
evolived, words
A1l THE GUIDE it might be well
to stop right here

and pay a de-
sorved tribute to the compose;

Prof. Kratz had long
ko demonstrated his abillty as 1+ writer of music for
sOGES, but no one else Knoew thut he
conld write music for an opera, The
primal object of the opera Iu this

CilBe®* Was o de-

Iude the unmus-

pectim g listenep
nud make him
think UTH WhRs
about to hear or
Ei'ed something
that Jdid not
trauspire, nne
1T I s pro-
vided by Prof
Kratz WS of
such quallty as
niost D rf ey 1]}
acconmiplished the
object, Hig gcore,
from fArst o last,
is thorougl
waorthy of the
highest pralse

THE FIRST -
Very few of the

MATHE VILLAGERS
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JENNIE, THE PROGRAM GIRL, AND

I]:I,l.t.-\‘- RIBHON AROUND JEN- o416 and unquall-

organiztion of
willing workers,
many of whom
had developed
declded dramatle
ability, but none,
a0 far ag Known,
posgeass] any cne-
pacity as singers.
But the job had
bern undertaken
und there was
only one thing to
do, and that was
to go through
with It, and here
is8 where Paffen-
rath comes In
again,

OUne pRitempt
after another wad
made to suit the
gingers to the
part intended,
and many re-
hearsals with
LOVER-NOTE THE miscast prinel-

fied chorus men
were had until it looked as though the affair was to be
dne monumental fallure. Then Paffenrath, full of the
zenl and confidence of a beginner, assumed the onerous
task of director and stage manager, and what he did to
the whole affair
Is history now.
He turned the

-'_".iv 1
cast upglde down 2 “-} )‘3/ A\\ff” e

and the company

inslde out He “\

completa libretto
and, with able
atrokes of his
typewrliter,
knocked off the
rough corners,
smobthed out the
ragged gaps and
filled In with well
chosen words,
carefully selected
joker and wittl-
ciems of the rar-
ast sort, until he
produced a book
that was well
worth the money.
When he got
through he had
manuscript
enough for two,
or perhaps three,
comic operas. Ap-
parently he did
not know how

PAPRIKA AND CUPID.

— =

!
took over the in- - \ f(( -!-E;\'.-‘,J"{.—‘

OO OO0 0-D-0O-0ODH DO OO 000 O-0-0 0 OO0 OO0

from the very jump-off Jack Alvord couldn’t h
hie rezonant baritone o better uses than he did thi
mer, and as the agenl for Captain Kidd he hag sed
lasting hit Soevorn
Eiven an opportunity 1o try ount as the bhurgomiasts ths
oldest inhabitant and the night watchmuan, but it was
not until practically time to ralse thy
was discoverad to be the man wanted tor the
ter and Hamilton disclosed that wonderful sdaptabill
that has made him the prefect proto-
type of the oldest Inhablitant, Thia
puir #o nenrly reallzed the fdea that
the parts might e sald to hava beon
Auvgust Miller
took hold of the night watchman job

enthusiastic voung peErsons

curialn thet Vanes
burgomn

written for thom

a0 readily  that
one meght casiy
fmagine Him W
he the relnearna-
tion of gOme
moediaeyil cons-
gtable who went
abont the siresis
afler nightfall,
disturbing {ha
glimbers of the
peiceful  burgh-
erg and assuring
them that The
night was dark
and stormy, but
all was well
within the city.
Miller added the
lHitle touches 8o
eqeontinl to At
tha <

condition to the

o'clock

mediasval sltua-

e a Show

pleh shone as he never had before, whi btton, Man
tey, Llebhen, Lund, Reed and others forn )
gelntilinting stare whosge radiance nightly Dlaminesd 14
with of n sqund o1 befogeed wandereors 1o th
of Urht If the original notion  of
inything the toreld myentivoness
ns sufMelent to =upply the things, and no one
as hegrd (o compluin, after the curtnin went down, thn
he hadn't gotten all that war coming to him
When the opers had taken torm Miles Greenleaf got
Iinto the ghme and contyibuted soie H wongs and
speaches that added graatly 1o (he peneral affeet of the
whole His well known penchant for NOrons oOXpres-
glon was pever better eshibited than o Wiz conteihation
to the book of the play
Here also comes In the musieaner:
Dimmick the falthful and hls banch of
fiddlers nnd drummers and horn blow
ers boecome ®o well accustomed 1o the
doings at the Den that 1t s second na
ture to them, bul thig season they really
had something to do, The old-tline tuna
Oof “Turkey in the Straw”™ was abollshed
und in its stead was sot dotwn the sweet
harmonies written by Prof. Kriateg for
the embelllshment of the “opera.” Thoese
wire performed Iin masterly '."!' nnd
the careful watching of the leader ena-
bled the singers always 1o have at least
the righi musle eue, so thal any posslbl
hiteh In the parformance might noy be
chargcable o the orchestra Osear
LieLen not only took part in the play,
but attended to  the costuming, and
nightly gave Instructions 1o a large cliss
in the gentle but necessary art of “mak-
fng up" for appearance before the foot-
lights The wonderful erop of beards
and scars and other things that Oscar

tion that hig per-
formance never
falled to Dbring
the laugh. Bob Manley, Ben Cotton, Oscar Licben,
¥rank McShane, Alec Reed, John Lund and Charlie Kar-
bach came along as after-thoughts, but each made good
in the part asslgned him, and *“"Paprika Schnifzel” was

nmiade & g0 Thl'

chorus Wi a

i f oy much engler

e

propositlon, for

It turned out that
volunteers  with
ginging voices
WETrn plentiful
enough It 1is
auite likely that
a large majority
of thesa Jdld not
quite understand
what they were
golng agdinst
or they probably
would have not
heen 80 eager. It
WA no  snap 1o
EO out Lhere
night after night,
glving up  all
other pleasures
for the purpose
of rehearsing,
and yel thesa
young men did it
all summer long.
They had to re-
hearge ag [fafth-
fully as any com-

easy M was until
he got under
headway, Then he had to work overtime to get the
thing back to something like decent time limits. After
he had done all of this he began
the real work of . - getting the sing-
pré and players ' % to agree with
him., But Paffen : 8l rath has a most
porsuasive  way ol and knows how
to cajole a prima X A" lonna a8 SUCess-
cessfully as ever 4id Maurice Grau
or Oscar Ham - ) merstein Just
how ke does It A & ) he Kkeeps a se-
cret, but he suc : ceaded In  con-
vinelng each and every one of this
great aggrogatl on of operatic
gtars that his or her part was the
one on which the whole fabric
rested, and by exciting personal
interest organis ed an esprit de
crops that could only have one
effect, He rehe 4 arsed them In
genson Aand out . of season, befors
the play and aft er the play, and
any triumph that may have
come from the opera 18 due Lo
Puffenrath, 1t waE easy enough
to figure out the gltuations and
stunts that would look funny, but
the question was to get somebody
who could earry out the i1dea, and right here is whera
good luck eame to the assistance of good mMAnagement.
It wis 8 matter

BA'S'U BILL.

of predestina-
tion that Wap-
pich should be
the pirate King,
but after that
the selection of
the cast Was
largely EUCES
work. Clint Mil-
ler's sweet tenur
Yolce forear-
dained hun for
the position of
Cupid, and John
Brennan's unde
niable puysicnl
charms, as well
a8 his abiihty to
reach high 1,
mnde him an

BEDELIA. ideal Paprika

pany that ever
appeared before
the public, for it was just as essentlal that they know
their lines, business and muslc cues as well as any throng
of “merry-merri es"  who  ever
stood In line bef > ore the manag-
er's office on pay y day. Nor was
this  the only . hardship they
endured. A hott er place than the
slage at the Den could seracely Le
imagined, unless v It should be (he
dressing

room, 3 And yet those
young men rohe arsed all suminer
long with a fidel ity thnut enn
scircely be appr eciated, and cor-
talnly cannot be overpralged. Paf-
fenrath’'s ambitl on  wag  bound-
less and took the form of introdue-
ing some new l(e 3! ature at ench
gucceseive perfor miahee
wera interpolat AN ed, dances de-
vised and every toncelvabhl »
change WS _' . made It was a
groat thing for
WILS something awful for the
performers, 14 they had been on
silary It 1s certa in that Paften
rath would bhave had an averace
of ona sirike a week to setile,
but as the work CAFP. KIDD. was being duyne
“for the Joy of the working" the
stage direclor's pleasant way.of getting around people
was sufficlently potent to keep up the team work from
the beginning to the end, After the

opera wns under headway cume the

further task of fitting In, what 18

known in the

Songs

the show, but It

techulgue of the
[an as the
Atunts This
phase of the per-
for: " re-
quired that the
chorfismen
ghould do dauble
duty, which
performed

cCOn meé«

aeanl and

w0
thalr tende

{=tratlons

TWO OF THE HUSTLING KINS

produced on the facen of some of
Omaha's most popular young men were
resl triumphs

If any added tribute were needed to aftest the spleit
of Ak-Sar-Ben it Is furnished by the fidelity of the men
who give over tholr time daring the summer to make the
show # success. The “working crew,” as It is known,
had grown from scason (o season along with the aspira-
tfons of the organization, and the importance of the
“show" at the Den, but each season hae seen a new addl-
tion of voluntecrs as eager and as willing as any of the
Of these latter many have stood by the ship
for z0 many Years
that it would be an
occasion for wonder
if they were to be
misged. Bome have
peen there from the
very heginning,
whila the service of
others dates Dback
ten or a dozen years,
But the newest man
in the lot enters
into the game just
as earnestly and
does his part just as
fulthfully as does
the oldest. 1t is not
all for fun with
them, for the spirit
of Ak-Sar-Ben is not
nll fun It hnag &
garious anspect, and

Veterang

the working corew
grasps this faet,
glso, and does its
part to make the
hiappenings at the Den impresslve as well as pleasant.
Night after night these men rehearse and drill, early and
late, that they may each become proficient in the part as-
slened, and that the whole may go with the snap and
dash necessary to success., BSometimes the work 1s renlly
arduous and it is never light, Long
before the doors =" are  opened on
Monday night to admit the
knights nnd thefr guests the mem-
bers of the work o ) ing crew ars
busy. Costumes 1 and make-up
must be donned; almost eYery
night this last \ Beason s0oma
new part had to B \ | be conned and
committed, some L new stunt re-
hearsed, new : |
learned and old
the changes made
the play, All this
work But the

WEDDING GUESTS,

cuen and business
ones adapted to
In the process of
means hard
working erew
went through s with (t all, and
hy the greatest i of team work
made the "opera’ season at Ak-Sar-
Ben one of the I most
of all the King's ' :
the "Workin »
i bunch of enthu
oredit to the tm
an author, a eom

suecessfuyl
aunals. Here's to
" a8 gallant
gingle ag aver dld
perfect work of
poser or a direc-
tor From Barney on the front daor, clear back to
Loule and Billy at the back end of the hall, the whola
bunch 18 & fine ot of tireless hustlers

They are courteous and careful, and

work with the

("rew,

PIRATH CHIEF

glngle-hearted
purpose of msak-
Ing the “‘show'"
one graod suc-
cess and glviog
to each knlght
or his gyest such
Ireatment that no
complaint will
ever be heard,
It is Buch men as
tliesge A giIVEe 1o
AK-Sur-Ben  Kis
Yogue and who
héive durins the
long years of the
relgn of the king
placed the name
f the gract
ruler of Quive
At the very plung-
sle of fanme Mol
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