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OW Ak-Sar<Ben originated
and rame to be a vitul
purt of the commercial
and social 1ife of Omabha
is told in detall in the fol-
jowing story b¥ Edmund
M. Bartlett, first kKing ol
Quivera

"The movement which
led to the founding of Ak-
Bar-Ben resulted from the

business depression in
whieh this eity found
ftself in 1882, after (he real estate bubble had burst In
the first years of the teum Omaha enjoyed unusual pros-
lots severad

perity Real estate prices svent sky high
miles from the city were sold at fabulous prices—the
people spent thelr money and the eity hecame indepen-
dent Reports were sent out that Omaha had 140,000
fnhabitants and that It was the big clty of the mld-west.

‘Among the merchants of the city was no coneertad
actlon to bring small town merchants here to trade,
Thern geemed to he & fesling that each business man
would get along by himeelf If he gdttended to hls own
business and Aid not try to co-operate wilth other men,
8o Independent an attitude did the people of this city as-
gume that out in the state they became known as the
‘Omahn hogs,” and the citizens of the smaller towns did
not fesl very friendly toward our people,

“When the bottom fell out of things In 1803 the bhus-
iness men of this ¢ty were suddenly brought to realize
that something would have to be done to encourage trada
and Instill life Into the wholesale and retall business of
Omaha. Because of the lack of attention from our busi-
ness men in other years the merchants of . the smaller
towns of the state had not come here to bhuy and now,
when the depresafon wns upon us, our leading men came
to realize that some means would have to be devised to
win back the Nebraska trade. To make plans for win-
ning the favor of the small towns a meeting of the Com-
mercial ¢lub was called and the situation whieh Omaha
was up agalnst waa gone over carefully. Several ways
of promoting trade were suggested and it wag finglly de-
cided to try to gel the state falr, which then was being
held at Lincoln, transferred to thig eclty, A commitiee
of the Commercial club memhers was selected and told
to go to Lincoln, gee the hoard of state falr directors nnd
get them to remove the falr here the next September

“Well, the delegatinn vieited the directors of the falr
at Lincoln, argued with them for severnl hours and se-
cured thelr promise to glve Omaha the fair the next yvear,
The eommittee came back from the Capital City feeling
mighty fine over the suceoss of its trip and belleving that
Omaha bad found a way to deal with the commerelal
gtringeney. The falr grounds were located four miles
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west of the efty and we figured that the small town vis-
Itors would come to Omaha, get acquainted with our peo-
ple and become reconciled to the business men here, Lin-
coln had each year boen flled with the farmers and other
people and its merchants had been gremtly benefited. But
we were to be disappointed In our expectations

“When the fair opened the state wisitors, Instead of
coming Into Omaha, simply took tralpns that went to the
falr grounds, saw the snow, ate there and then returned
to their homeg without coming into Omaha proper, That,
of course, was just what we did not want; we wanted the
vigltors to come into Omaha and see us. Ve did not
care much whether they saw the falr., Our purpose in
getting the falr here was to bring the state people to

Omaha, and it had failed With that situs-
tion confrontitng us woe knew we would have

to do something elge, and we dia

“Another meeting of the Commercial club
was culled to devise new means of winning
back the state peaple to our city. It was then
the spirit that waas to make Omaha n ver)
progressive city began fo show lteelf. Men
in the meeting said Omaha would forge to
the front If they had to spend all thelr time in
working for that end Before the meeting
closed It was resolved to get up some kind of
A Street pageant to attract visitors to Omaha,
and a committes was appointed to visit 8t
Louls and New Orleans to gather ideas from
the parades held in those citles

“The committes was composed of Willlam
R. Bennett, Dudley Smith and myself. Gus
Henze, an artist, was selected to accompany
us so that he might get some ideas for deco-
rating floats and advige us in matters in case
we should declde to make any purchases

"At Bt. Louls we saw the system employed
for their carnival, the Velled Prophet, and
were much Impressed We admired their
floats and were grently attracted by their ar-
rangements The Commerical club of that
ity bangueted ua and entertained us rovally
We declded to go on ta New Orleans before
making any decision

“AL the Loulsiana city we were enter-
tained in & manner to rival our treatment at
8. Louls. We saw the parades of Comus,
Protens and Rex, all featurea of the Mardl
Gras carnival Comus and Proteus are night
parides and the Rex a day parade, We were
most impressed by Rex and decided to buy the
paraphernalia of that parade. The costumes
were elegant and we felt much pleased with
out selection. When these were brought to
Omaha the other members of the club also
thought we had made & wise cholee,

On our way home from New Orleans, however, wo
met & Cntholle priest from Kansas City who gave us some
very good suggestions for the ritual which we were to
adapt for Ak-Sur-Ben. This priest's name was Enright

Father Enright—and to him Dudley Smith explained
the purpese of our enterprise and bow we plannad to
earry it out. It was Dudley Smith, by the way, who or-
jzindted the name AK-Sar-Hen which is Nebraska spelled
backward, He tola Father Enright the name we had
devided upon for our csrnival and that we had Improved
over the ritual of the New Orleans carnival by adding a
tittle horseplay to ours. He informed him that we in-

First King Ak-Sar-Ben Tells Story of the Order’s Founding

tended to have W kingdom with a king who should veign
one Yoear.
“Father Enright was s0 taken up with onr Ides

hie suggested we follow out a gchieme of makiog Ak-8a
Hon the Seven Cities of Cibola, and take, 18 general,
other hints from Quivera and Coronndo, who songht o

discover Lthe Seven Cities Futher Enrvight's suggeations
were acoepted and we |aier adopted the ldea of Seven
Clties of Clbola for our ritual

“It wae also Father Euright who suggested that the
three words in Ak-Sar-Ben vach be recopnized by s
meaning in one of threc languages These three lan
Eusages were Arable, Hebrew and Syrian Ak {8 Syrian
for head of a household. Sar Ia Arable for household and
Ben {s Hebrew for brothers in the household

“The helpful suggestions of Father Enright were ae-
cepled and L. M. Rheem, who then was mannger of the
local ofice of the American District Telegraph compansy
and who was prolific in thought, Incorporated them into
a completed ritual for Ak-Sar-Ben

“The first meeting of the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben wins
held in the old Odd Fellows ball at Fourteenth and
Dodge strects In 1805 I' well rememboer the horesplay
we had In the (nitintion that night The candidates were
marched upon a drawbridge that spprounchoed A castlo
upon & hill. The railing of the Lridge was lned with
wires conpected to a strong battery When the eandi-
dates walked upon the bridge It began to swiy and they
grabbed hold of the ralling tc keep from falling off. The
minute their hands came in contact with it they recelved
a strong current and had to et go They then rushed
Off the bridge and were greeted on the shore by sevarn
glr knights with Inflated bladders.

“After the bladder treatment the candidates were led
before & skeleton and given a moral lecture on the path
of life. Then they were taken to a desk to sign the con-
stitution. The desk collapsed and through the bottom
of the chair in which the candldate was seated several
ping came up, causing the occupant to jump and wriggle

“The first ball and parade of Ak-Sar-Pen was held in
September, 1886. 1 wus the first king of the carnlval
and rode In the parade on a flont. After the parade we
drdve to the Den, where the coronation ceremonies took
place and the ball was held. This custom was followed
for two or three years and then abandoned The king
did not rlde in the parade after the first three years and
the grand ball was set for the night following the eloe-
trical parade. The forms and ceremonies adopted
have been malntained now for thirteen yenrs,

“But Ak-Bar-Ben pccomplished the purpose for which
it was Intended It brought thousands of Nabrasgka peo-
ple here for the first parade and started a spirit of goo
feeling toward Omaha. The state people*began to liko
us and ceased callng us ‘Omahogs,''
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Telephones Now in Service in Our
OMAHA EXCHANGE

3,000

Have Been Added During the Past Year

Nebraska Telephone Compan

Call Douglas-2, Contract Department




