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First King Ak-Sar-Ben

OW Ak-S8ar-Ben originnted

and came to be & vital

part of the commereial

and social 1ife of Omahs
is told in detall in the fol-
lowing story by Edmund
M. Bartlett, first king of
Gulvera

“The movement which
led to the founding of Ak-
sar-Ben resulted from the

depression n
found

Lusiness
whieh thig eliy
ftnelf in 1802, after the real estate bubble had burst. In
the first yenrs of the vouvm Omaha enjoyed unusual pros-
Roal estate prices went sky high-—lota several
prices—the

perity.
miles from the ety were sold gt fabulous
people gpent thelr money and the eity became indepen-
dent Reports were sent out that Omaha had 140,900
inhahitants and that §t was the big eity of the mid-wost,

‘Among the merchants of the city was no concerted
action to bring emall town
There ssemed to be n feeling
woatld zet alonge by himself f he attended to his own
businers and did not try to co-operate with other men
So Independent an attitude did the people of this city as-
sume that out im the state they hecame known as the
‘Omaha hogs,' and the citizens of the smailer towns did
not feel very friendly toward our people

"When the bottom fell onut of thinge jn 1883 the bhus-

merchants here to trade.
that each businessa man

inegs men of this clity were suddenly brought to realize
that asomething would have to be done to encourage tradea
and instill ife Into the wholesale and retall business of
Omaha Because of the lack of attention from our busi-
pess men in other years the merchants of « the smaller
towns of the state haa not come here to buy and now,
when the depression ans upon ug, our leading men eams
to reallze that some meann would have to be devised to
win back the Nebraska trade. To make plans for win-
ning the favor of the small towns a meeting of the Com-
mercinl elub was ealled and the situation which Omaha
wWAs up agalnst was gone over carefully Beveral ways
of promoting trade were suggested and it was finally de-
cided to try to geot the state falr. which then was being
held at Lincoln, transferred to this clty. A committee
of the Commercin]l c¢lub members was selected and told
to go tn Lincoln, see the hoard of state fatr directors and
get them to remove the falr here the next September,
“Wall, the delegation vigited the directors of the falr
at Lincoln, argued with them for several hours and se.
eured thelr promise to give Omaha the fair the next vear.
The committes came back from the Capital Clty feeling
mighty fine over the suceess of ita trip and belleving that
Omaha had found a way to deal with the cominerclal
stringeney. The falr groundes were located four miles
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west of the city and we figured that the small town vie-
itors would come to Omahan, got acquainted with our peo-
ple and become reconciled to the business men here Lin-
coln had each year been fillad with the farmers and other
people and its merchants had been greatly benefited. But
we wera to be disappointed In our expectations,

“When the fair opened the siate wvisitors, instend of
coming into Omaha, simply took traine that went to the
falr grounds, saw the show, ate there and then returned
to their homes without coming Into Omaha proper. That,
of course, was just what we did not want; we wantad the
vigitors to come into Omaha and see us We did not
care much whether they saw the falr. Our purpose in
gotting the fair here was to bring the state people to

Omaha, nnd 1t had fmiled With that situa-

tion confronting ng we knew we would have

to do semething else, and weoe did

TAnother meeting of the Commercial club
was called 1o devisg new means of winnlhng
back the state people to our cliy. It was then
the spirit that was to make OUmaha a very
progressive city began fo show Itaelf. Men
In the meoting sald Omaha would forge to
the front it they had to spend all Lheir time in
working for that end Before the meeting
closed It was resolved to get up some kind of
m street pageant to attract visitors to Omaha,
and a committes was appointed to vislt 8t
Louls and New Orleans to gather ldeas from
the parades held in those citles,

“The committes was composed of Willlam
R. Bennett, Dudley Smith and myself. Gus
Renge, an artist, was #elected Lo acoompany
us #0 that he might get some ideas for deco-
rating floats and advise us In matiers In case
we should declde to make any purchases,

“At 8. Louis we saw the systemn employed
for Lheir carnival, the Velled Prophet, and
were much Impregsed We admired thelr
floals and were greatly attracted by thelr ar-
rnagements The Commerical clnb of that
city bangqueted us and entertained us royally.
wWe docided to go on to New Orleans before
making nny decision

“At the Loulsiana city
tajned In & wanper to rival our treatment at
8t. Louls, We saw the parades of Comus,
Proteus and Rex, all features of the Mardl
Gras carnival Comus and Proteuns are nlght
pirades and the Rex a day parade. We were
most impressed by RHex and decided to buy the
paraphernalia of that parade. The costumos
were elegant and we felt much pleased with
our selection., When these were brought to
Omaha the other members of the club also
thought we had made o wise cholea

“On onr way home from New Orleans, however, we
mel 8 Catholie priest from Kansas City who gave us some
very good suggestiong for the ritual which we were to
adopt for Ak-Sar-Ben Thig priest’'s name waeg Enright

Father Enright—and to him Dudley Smith explained
the purpose of our enterprise and how wea planned to
carry It out, It was Dudley Smith, by the way, who or-
fginuted the name Ak-Sar-Ben. which Is Nebraska epelled
hackward., He teola Father Enright the nsme we had
decided upon for our carnival and that we had improved
over the ritual of the New Orleans carnival by adding a
He Informed him that we In-

we were onter

Hitle horseplay to ours.

tory of the Order’s Founding

tended to have w kingdom with a king who should relgn
one year

“Father Enright was so taken up with onr (des thit
he suggested we follow out a4 schieme of waklng Ak-2a
Hen the Beven Cltles of Clbola, and take, In general,
other bints from Quivera and Coronndo, who songht to
discover the Beven Clitites. Father Enrighi's suggestions
were accepted and we later adopted the {dea of
Cities of Clbola for our ritual

Soven

It was also Father Enright who suggested thut the
three words In Ak-Bar-Ben ench be yecognized by s
meaning in one of thre« languages These three lar
Buages were Arable, Hebrew and Syrlan Ak Ig Byrian
for head of a household, Sar Is Arable for household wnd
Ben I8 Hebrew for brothers In the household

“The helpful suggestions of Father Enright were ac
cepted and L. M. Rbheem, who then was manager of the
local office of the American Dintrict Telegraph compa
and who was prolific In thouglt, incorporated them
& completed ritual for Ak-Sar-Ben

“The first meeting of the Knlghts of Ak-Bar-Her
held In the old Odd Fellows' hall at Fourteentl il
Dodge streets ln 1885 L well remember the horesply
we had in the Injtiation that oight The candidates werp
marched upon a drawbridge that approached a cast
upon a hill, The railing of the Lridge was lined with
wires connected to a strong battery When the eandi-
dates walked upon the bridge it began to sway and they
grabbed hold of the ralling te keep from falling off ‘i'~.:.
minute thelr hands came n contact with it they reenlvedd
a strong current and had to st go. T hey then rushed
off the bridge and were greeted on the hors by several
gir knlghts with Inflated bladders.

“"After the bladder treatment the candldates were led
before a skeleton and given a moral lecture on the pat
of life. Then they were tuken to a desk Lo slgn the con-
stitution. The desk collapsed and through the battom
of the chair In which the candidate was seatod several
pins came up, causing the occupant to jump and wrigele.

“The first ball and parade of Ak-Sar-Den was held in
September, 1885, 1 was the first king of ithe carnival
and rode In the parade on a float. After the parade we
drove to the Den, where the coronation cere monies took
place and the ball was held, This custom was followed
for two or three years and then abandoned. The king
did not ride in the parade after the first throe years and
the grand ball was set for the night following the ele
trical parade. The forms and ceromonles adopted then
have been maintained now for thirteen Years.

“But Ak-Sar-Ben sccomplished the purpose for whieh
It was Intended. It brought thousands of Nebraska pen-
ple here for the first parade and started a apirit of goo(
feeling toward Omaha, The state people’be gan to ke
us and ceased callng us ‘Omahogs.’ "
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