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CHINRESE ROLDIMRAR AT DRPOT
(Copyright, 1908, by Frank G. Carpentar.)a man who represents a lnrge organiea-

(Special Correspondence to The Bee.)
HIN-CHOU, Manchuria, 1M8—I
have besn riding all day on the
rallroad with armed guards at
both ends of my car. We had
s company of soldlers in thas
third-class compartment next to

wie and every mtation was guarded.
“Wners s been a recent outbreak of the
bruaing Houtses, They have been holding
up tralne in the wvarious parts of Alan-

churin, and Just the other day they robbed
the express under the very shadow of the
elly of Hurbin and captured $40.00K. Kven
here, in the south, the trains are not
safe, and they all have soldiers upon them.
The firat thing one secs on his arrival
at overy depot s a squad of Choness sol-
diers carrying Mauser riflen. They llne
thempelves up in front of the train and
stand ln atteotlon untll 1t pulls out

Taaregs of Maschuris.

These guards are & necessity on account
of the Huaung Houtses, who form, perhaps
the most wonderful organisation of brig-
ands ever known. They might be called the
Tauregs of Mancburia, for they surpass In
number and daring the wvelled, camal-
mounted bandits of the Bahara They have

rapidly increased mince the Boxer uprising
wnd enpecially wsince the Japan-Ruasian
war, They now number over 200,000, and
thair agents are (o be found In every

ity and village. They have a regular toll
which they coliect on ail travelern outside
the rallroads, and svery Chiness passen-
gor who goes over Manchuria on foot, in
a cart, or on hormebuok, must pay tribute
to them, They have fixed charges as to
goods in tranwsit, and the carts oarrying
fralght are marked with little printed flags
with red borders furnished by them. Upon
the flags are printed Chiness characters,
oeriliying that the owner has paid his tell,
and that the vehicle and drivers are not
to be molested. Utherwise the man s sure
1o be robbed and his men may be killed,
A few months ago on the sama day 30
curts started out from Mukden. Of these
wll but two had pald thelr tll and bore
Husnug Houtze flugs, The men and goods
In the carws se flagged completed thelr
Journey In safety; but the others, who
had refused to pay the toll, were attacked
by the bandits bafore they had gone thir-
tean miles from the clty. The goods were
swolon and their drivers were killed.
During my stay In Mukden, 1 talked
with the agent of & blg minlug concsssion,

tion of Britiah and Japanese capitalista
He 8 opening up a gold region In the
Kirin provines and has to send his sup-

pllea 1o the miting camps across oountiry.
He says he dares not start out a cart
without sueh proteoction, and that In im-
portant cases he usually employs one of the
brigands to go along in person. He did
this with two English mining engineers
whom he sent forward last week. Bald he:
“They might have gotten through all
right with the Huang Houtse flags on thelr
oarta, but, outsids the great organiza-
tion of brigmnds, there are petly bands
of robbears who might attack them. Buch
men will not dare o touch anyone guarded
by & Huang Houtse; for if caught, they
would surely be killed by the latter”

—_@_
Mounted Robbers.

The Huang Houilzes are well mounted.
They have Chinases ponies, which can go
thirty miles a day without tiring, and can
be pushed to twice that. The ponles are
never groomed and are excesdlugly dirty.
The bandits carry nothing with them but
thelr arms, axcept & long fur coat, which
they wear In the winter, and a quilt folded
over their saddles They have modern
guns and are armed with revolvers. The
majority ocarry Mauser rifiea or big bore
Winoliesters. Bome have Ruasian pistols,
and many bhave Japaness weapons whioh
they have colleated from the battlefialds
or have gotten hold of in soms way or
other during the war, Thelr ammunition
is of European make and some ¢f them
have cariridges of amokeless powder. Dur-
ing the China-Japan war they bought or
stole » quantity of riflea from the run-
away Chinese soldlers, and got additional
arms in 1000, when the arsenals of North
China were looted and the arms dlstributed
gratis by the officials. They have cap-
tured some guns from the Russians durlng
the last few years and they have alto-
gether a splendid eguipment.

——
Big Organization.

T am told that thess bandits have ex-
isted as an organization for ages, but
that they have nevar beeb 80 ussociated
together as now. Thelr resoris have been
the mountainous regions of Mongolia and
Manchuria, from where they have gona
down regularly to prey upon the people
of the lowlands. The wonds Husng
Houtse mean red beards. It & sald that

COACHMAN MAY BE A BRICAXND IN DIEGUISE.

these outlawa sometimes dye their hair
and beards red and that thus decorated
thelr pames become synonymous with
the devil in the minds of the northern
Chiness I understand that each band
hns one chief, with severnl minor chirfe
whe form his bodyguard. There are
about fifty of these head men In a baod,
and exch has ten or twenty brigands
under him, the whole making & gang of
LMY or more. Buch & band will take
churgs of u certaln part of the eountry,
simiinr bands being located In other
regions. The brigands have a system of

intercommunication by which they can
combine and by whieh the guarantes of one
compuany Is reapocted by the otherwm.

Every band fta  secret agents In
the locality where It operates. Thess men
know all about the business of the towns
and villagen Thay notify the bandits
what cargoas of goods mre to be shipped
and, as far as poesible, the wealth and
standing of the Thoey are sald
to keep books, Including the rolis of the
bandits’ namas and the pay they recelve,
as well as the profit of each robbery and
its disposition.

has

shipper.

Taxing the Villnges.

Tha Huang Houtzxe
villages of Manchuria. The chlef of the
band holding the right to certain terri-
tory keeps track of the weallth of Ita In-
habitants, and he makes almost every
min pay for protection from the Huang
Houtze ralds. Villnges are taxed as such,
and in these cases the brigands agree to
keep off other robbers. They some Umes
station guards about the towns, and In
Base of attack coma to the ald of the
police. In such places the Huang Houlxze

are tixing the

agent furnishes the flags to travelers,
and this Is done llkewise In the Iargor
eclties,

Take, for Instance, Newchwang, which I
the chiel seaport of Manchuria, It has a
Huang Houtze agent who has a regular
office where anyone may go and buy the
right to travel over the country. It is only
recently that It has been necessary for
forelgners to have guch protection, but now
ull people golug alone will do well to get
Huang Houtza flags. Just the other day a
young woman, an English girl, who was
golng acroas tha country In a cart. was
swooped down upon by a band of fifteen

\

mounted Huang Houtass. They robbed her
of nll her belongings, Including even her
shoes and stoekings, leaving her barefooted
and baresheadod by the roadside. She had
only $4.
o
Ratlrond Holdups.

In the last few
zes hiave held
Transsiberian
that branch of It
through Manchuria. 1
with & man who was on a4 traln stopped
near Harbin, This Is one of the bliggest
ecities of northern Manchurla, & large wmilil-
tary post, and surrounded with Russian
#oldiers, Nevertheless, the Huang Houtzos
had arranged to diteh the cars and rob
the passengers. They had twisted the ralis
fust above an embankment about twenty
feet high and were walting on the hilla
nearby for the express to come. 1n tha
meantimes the patrolman had discovered the
fnjury doneé to the track. Ha fired three
shots, and thus warned the engineer mo
that the traln was stoppsd within about
fifty feet of where the ralls were broken.
Upon the cars was a large guard of Cos-
sacks, who made n demonstration. This
frightenad the banditp and they remained
on & nelghboring hil while the train
atopped, They watohed the rallroad men,
gunrded by the Comsacks, relay the tracks,
and fired a parting volley at them as the
train pulled away,

R —
Huoang Houtees and Seporys,

months the Huang Mout-
up several tealns on the
raliroad and especially on
which comes down
talked Inst night

These bandits will have to be controlled
by the Chinese. Nelther the Japanese nor
the Russians will permit a continuation of
the attacks upon their tralns, As It Is
now, thers seems to be o comblnation be-
tween (he Chinese troops and Chinese of-
ficinls and Huang Houtzes. It I8 even
sald . that some of the policemen of the
villages are thamselves Hunng Houtzes,
and that Lthe officlals of the larger clties
are In alllance with them, Every few
months gome =oldiers are sent out to pull
them down, They come back, bringing the
heads of what they say were Huang Hout-
zes, but which, It s gencrally belleved,
are¢ the heads of coolles, whaom they have
Killed, Instead

These brigamls are very daring. They
do not seem afrald of death and they will
fight when attacked. It wan just after the
boxor trouble that 1,400 of them cams down
through the great wall and advanced to-
ward the rallway. The Chinese hoked for

help: and soma British officers and a com-
pany of East Indian troops wers sant
againat them This company was Lhe
Fourth Punjab Infantry. It found the
brigands In & town about ten milen from
the rallway, and fired upon them. Thay
returned the fire; and at the firsl voliey
Major Prowning, whe was In command,
was Killed and Lisutenant BStirling wams
wounded, Several of the Sepoys were wiso
killed. The firing became genernl and o
retreat was ordered The East Indlans,
who were on foot, werse pursused by the
Huang Houlxes on horseback and they
had greal trouble In getting back (o the
rallrond. The next day a company of W
from the same Infantry regiment went out
with 80 Japanese wsoldlers and attacked
the brigands They found them In the
sama village, and It took four hours of
heavy fIghting to drive them out, In thess
two engagements the Huang Houtzes lost
more than 300 men, or about ono-fifth of
their whole number.
—_——
fiples and Sigual Fires.

my way from Mukden to Shan-hal-
Kwan I saw fires blazing on the moun-
taing, They were of a pecullar shape,
forming a ring like a horssshos, and I
was told that they might possibly be the
pignal firen of the Huang Houtses, These
men have the same telegraph system that
once prevalled In Korea. They commmuni-
cate intelligence by fires bullt on the hill
tops. By the number and shapn of such
fires they tell thelr fellows what they are
doing and within a short time are able (o
send word from one part of Manchuria to
the other. Many of thelr mignal Hghts are
made of wooden pegs, which are hollowed

On

out aut the top and filled with a compoi-
tion, Half way down each peag there Ie
hole to which a fuse ls attached. When

this is lit the componition blages up, EIVing
& very bright, round light, which lasts
peversl seconds. One such flash means one
thing, two another and three another, the
numbar of flashes Indicating the message.

The lluang Houtzes have thelr spies all
over the country, and that even (n the
magistrate's offloes. Your conchman muy
be a brigand in disguise. You are not sure
us to your fellow passengers, and the na-
tive who saye he Ia not afrald and boasis
of his tmmunity from the Huung Houtzes

In preity sure w be robbed.
——
Pirates of Mancharia.
These sama men carry on piracy nlong

GROTP OF MANWCITUTRIAN

the connt. They o out In Junks, pretend-
Iing to ba merchants, and later put In st
lHttle-known harbork to take on thelr fel-
lows., They have captured salling Junks
and the smaller trading oraft of tha Chi-
nene, ‘Thelr sphere of operation hine been

the Quif of Peoblll and the goasts of Man-
ehuria and northern Korew. If they are
chased by the men-of-war they sall up into
the rivarn. where tha water I so shallow
that large veeseln cannot follow
Years since a Japansse gunboal

two of these plrate Junks and
than $300.00 worth of sliver in them. The
pirates Appear near New-
chwang, lving in walt for the Junks as they
out of the river and making each
Junk pay toll, They sometimes leave thely
Junks and piliage the villages on shore

——
Brigands of Kirin,

Soma
capturesd
found maore

frequently

comae

One of the chlef seats of bLrigandage in
the province of Kirln, whieh nes norith of

here, It Is & rich territory, three tlines aM
big ns the siate of Indlena, having wlto-
gother a population of ubout 6,000,000. Tts
capital s Kirln, a town of about 100,000
people. There are many mountaing in thiet
reglon, which are Infested with Huang
Houtzes. They are well-mounted and well-

armed, and they collect & heavy toll on the
big (art traffic which s moving
between the capital and Kwan-Cheng-Twu,
the nearest station on the South Manohu-
rian rallrond. Not only here, but In  the
other provinces, insurance compnanies hive
been establislied to protact trude by brib-
Ing the brigands, Each of these compunies
has twe flag, which le usually of & trlangu-
lar shape. This takes the mace of the
Huang Houtser flag, and if the Huang
Houtses have been properly pald It is re-
ppected. Otherwlse mnot. The Insurance
companies send armed guards along with
thelr carts, but It Is an open secrel that It
s the money which they pay the brigands,
and not thelr guards, thut afforda them
proteetion.

always

During a visit that 1 made to the peni-
tentjary in Mukden I asked the director
if he had any Huang Houtzea among his
convicts. He replied that he had and that
he would polnt out one In the next wind
we entered. He did so, The man's head
had & pigtall as bluck as that of the or-
dingry Chinese und there was nothing to
distingulsh him from the others in the shop
whera he worked I afterwards photo-

PORRIBLE BRIGANDR

graphed two Huang Houtzes betwesan the
guards in the yard of the prison

Wiping Ont the Drigands.

The authoritles say that the time has
oume Now when these ULrigands must be
extarmiinated., Thelr ralds have attractied
the attention of outside nutions, and the
reform movement which & golng on hers
domands that trade beo freed from
thelr taxes, It Is only an sceount of the
duties having been compariatively light

that an outvry has not arisen long belore)
The adminletration of Mukden, thel
capital of Manchuria, I8 one of the most!
progressive of the Chinese emplre, and the
nrmy connected with It is especinlly well
drilied The country policed
s fur na the maln trade roules are cons
corned, mnd this will probably be done
within a short time. If the government
puts fts foot down and insista that
Huang Houtzes be destroyved, an ond
will soun be made to these rilde and the
Lrigands, with the exeception of thoss In
the mountainous disiriet, with disappear.

thin,

could be

Once
the

Durlng my stay In Korea the mill-
tary officlals told me that their chief
trouble I8 not with the Insurgents, but

with some Koeran brigands who are much
like the Huang Houtzes. They have thelr
homes In the mountiaine and sally out
to prey upon the villages, Thesse Korean
brighnds wre supposed to number 15,0007
and they have one chief who is practically
the head of the whois. The Japancss
poldlers are polloing the mountalnous dis-
tricts, and they are killing these brigandmy
wherever they find them. A similar policy
Is bound to be instituted In Manchuria,
The Chinese government s now sending
emigrants into the gountry north of Muke
den, and it expects to open up muchy
of fts rich government land 10 settie~
ment. Mining concesslona have been
granted to forslgners, and the Japaness
are Ineisting that the country be made
peaceful. Above this and more important
than mil, s the very gmeneral desire on
the part of the men who are running
the Chiness government 1o Introduce
western methods and the new elvilination,
B0 that, altogether, it would seem that
the Hunng Houtze, powerful as he s
today, ls doomed to soon dissppear
FRANK 4. CARPENTER.

Dead Old

AND mround Omaha 1s capable
of producing apples of &8 fine
quallty ns can be grown any-
whers, This is abundantly dem-
onstrated in the Park View or-
ohard, at Fort Calhoun, Wash-

ington county, wsixteen miles north of

Omaha, The Park View orchard s & re-

suscitated orchard of twenty-two Aacros,

owned by 1 Sibbersen of Omahs, who
bought It three Years AKO &8 A summer
home. The trees of the orchard had up to
this tims boen permitted to struggle along
hy best they could, and the entire orchard
was In & dilupldated condition generally.

Many of the trees were broken down, and

but few of them bore any fruit at all, and

that of a scrawny, stunted variety.

Mr. @ibbersan, being of & practical turn

¢ “MAID OF

THR

Orchard Made New and Fruitful Through Proper Attention

of mind and a Xnowledge of fruit capa-
bilitles, saw at onee that the locatom of
the orchard was an ldeal one, with east,
wost and north slope and that the trouble
with the trees did not lle so much with
generio barrenness as with neglect. Mr.
Bibbersen went to work st once o’ have
the trees trimmed up, the decayed trees
removed and to give the orchard & chance.
The orchard reaponded at once. The Lrees
began to brighten up. The proosss of spray-
ing was adopted and the first year of Mr.
Sibbersan’'s ownership of the orchard, from
& product of practically mothing for some
yearas previous, about thirty buahesls of ax-
cellent apples were produced; but the clilef
feature was the brightening up of the lrees
mnd thelr manifest willlngness to respond
to care

ORCHARD."

The work of remtoring the orchard wns
necessarily one of patience and persistonee
and the following year trees begnn
showing & renswed energy, recovering from
the severe trimming of the previous year
made negsssary by the decayed und brokan
lmbs, and while the product of the
orchard was not large, yet double the
amount of frult, all of a superior guality,
was harvested In 1908,

Bpraying was resorted to
thiat year with most encoursging results,
The trees all shiowed vigorous, thrifty life
and wers gotting themselves In readiness
for & bumper crop In 19208,

Frauk Koslowsky, a practical orchard
man, was put in charge of the orehard
lant year, and given ecarte blanche Lo soe
what he could do. He 18 an ardent bellever
in the efficacy of spraying and every tree
in the orchard was given s spray bath
when needed. The bloom of the present
spring showed that the orchard was bent
on making a record, just simply to demon-
sirate that eastern Nehraska ean do ns
mueh In the big red apple line as any other
loeality on earth If given chance.
The loeation of the orchard and the vigor
of the resuscliated trees reduced the Hikell-
Killing

the

agsin during

half »

winter
began

to a minimum and

A remark-

hood of

tue fruit

forming with

HOW

able uniformity througliout the orchard
Spraying was ugaln resumoed and
sult I» manitest In the perfeciad
perfecting frult and the production of over
2,000 bushels of lute summer and early Call
apples, to say nothing of the winter varles

tles,

the re-

now and

The varietios of apples In the Bibbersen
erchard Inciude all thuse best adnpted Lo

thik latitude and Include the Duchers, Red
Amrakan, Woalthy, Winesap, Genitan,
Jonathan, Beu Duvie and a few other

varieties of summer and sarly fall apples,
with a few Ruisets, Craba and Greenings
and others of the winter varietles

Just at this time the oichard Is & marvel
of boauty, ‘The trees look Hke monstrou®
bouquets of flowsre wiih their burdenn of
frult of red, purple and yellow among the
righ henltby green of the lecaves. The long
alkles of frult Jaden veritnhile
talry bowers aud the fisgrance of
riponing frult adde to the
mcene, 8o heavily burdened are the trees
with fruit that the [Imbs wre falrly bent
W the ground Braces have had te be put
under the heavier laden [lmbs and with the
continuyed growth of apples Lheae
braces are bending under the welght of the
fruit I wpite of the
the trees, many of the

Lr'ees Are
the

the

beauly of

the

Care (o prasérve

large limbs have

THE TREES IN THE SIBEERSEN ORCHARD

broken down under their frult louds

Af an example of the proflificness of the

trean, 40 bushels of apples have boen
Eathered from sixteen trees thug fur this
season, not inecluding the windfalls. Thae

ploking seasoh Is now at it helght, under
Mr. Koslowsky's superintendence. Then
boys are almost constantly amployed in the

work. The apples nre pleked direet from
the trees, tall ladders being utllized for
the work. The apples ure all selects and

are carefully barreled in the orchard and
haitled direot to the rallvoad station. Most
of the product has thus far been shipped
to & commission house at Blalr and thence
to Minnesota and northern Iowa points,
The averags product per tree I8 about
twenty-filve bushels, though some of them
will produce even s greater quantity. The
wirdfalls will be fed to the hogs, though
of the better specimens will be made
Into vider and vinegur

HOmMe

A potiteable thing In connectlon with this
orchard Is the absence of rrade,
stunted or wormy apples thirty
lieen examined (n various parts of
the orchord and not & bad upple could be
dircerned on All of them bors
the appearance of perfect devalopment

low
Over
weore
Lhe Lriss

The trees all have a healthy appesrance.
few ar no dead or dylng branches or leayes

being manifaat. Most of them are of the
meximum bearing uge, some being twieve
or fifteen years old, There 1s a noticeable
abmence of gnarled or misshaped Urees,
nelther Is thore sny evidence of attempt to
preserve only the nost symmetrioal trees,
The real secret of the heanlthy appearance
of the orchard and its frultfulness 18 the
intelligent system of cultivation and spray-
ing that has been carried on. The treen
were sprayed four times this year.

It |s simply an Nusiration that the Ne-
broeka orchards are readily responsive te
oare, und that as fine a quality of frult
can be produced from Nebraske orchards
as anywhere In the country. The flavor
of the fruit from this particular orchard
surpasses any of the brrigated products.
The apples are almost unlversally sym-

metrical, plump and juley, and have every
Indleation of long keeping qualties.

Incldentally, Mr, 8lbbersen has had
blackberry, raspberry and goosaberry
patches planted In parts of the orchard
where the o0ld trees wera grubbed out
Eighty crates of ruspberries have been
taken from that patech thia year, as well
as n.any crates of gooseberries und a con-
siderable quantity of blackberries, The
production of the smaller frults has bean
& secondary conslderation In view of the
greater work In caring for the orchard

That frult growing oan be made a suocess
in Nebruska is pretty wgll shown in this
instance, where & small erchard of bug
twenty-two acres can be made to prodiuse
2000 busheln of marketabls apples in one
BEABDIL.

PACKING AFPFLESR IN THE SIBEERIEN ORCHATD,

AN




