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Mr, Wasson is a ctergyvman of the Epis-
copal ehurch. e thinks |t & clergyman’s

| abolished the liguor traffic; nowhere has
| it prevenied the conrumption of lgquor nor

duty 1o apeak openly against any mystem | .
which ha belleves to bo & soturom of im- lessened the evil of Intemperance. Nefther
moralty and orime. Boime folks say that (88 a staie-wide system nor under loosl

1t does not “look right” to be against pro-
hitition. Mr Wasson ballaves that no con-
sideration of mere expadiency should deter

a dergyman from doing his duty. The
object of a prohiditory ligquor inw in to
Jesmen Yigquor Arinking. It effect seomy

fust the opposite. Mr. Wasson hus closaly
ntudied the mattar for years and ha ex.
plaine hera just whersin a prohibltery law
fatls In 1t object. HMe does not overlook
the evils of the saloon. He submits a plan
for the vegulation of the liguor traffie
whioh will make for temperance. This ar-
ticle will enahle any man to decide whether
or rot 4 prohibitory Nguor law will be for
the good of his own nelghborhood —Editor
Paarson's Magasine.

URING ths decade Immedintely
preceding the eivil war, & great
"temperanes wave'' mwept over
the eountry. WiHhin a period
of flve years, slaht statem, vis,
the six New England astatea,

Michigan and Nebruska, sdopted prohibi-

tlon. New York. Indiana and Wiseonsin
alno enactad proliibitory laws, which, how-
ever, nover went inte affect, having been
declurad unconstitullons! by the highest

courts 1 thoue states

Now, agaln. after o
the eountry
perance

lapse of Pifty vears,
m wilnossing another “tem
wave,” whiloh has already risen
higher than s predecensor., Noar (8 the
end yet in slght. While In some sections
of the couniry. the “wave"” has spent |ts
foree and appears to he reeccding, In ather
sections® it Is Increasing In wvolume and
wtrengih There are, nt present, #igh.
mates In which siatutory prohibition ob-—
talns—four It the wouth, three In the west
and one In New England. Under the local
uption niimber of other states
ara belng probibltionized on the Install-
ment plan. N ago It was estimated
that saloone were being closed at the rate
of thirty a day—nearly 11,000 a yenr.
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Promises Beyond Performance,

The prohibitinn ledders boast that, while
ten seurn ngo thers weara only 6,000,000
people Hving In "dry' territory, thers are
now 2M000000, If prohibition and tempers
ance be the same thing, we are sertainly
making prodigious sivides toward the mil
Iennium,.  But saber minded peaple have
no falth In the professlons and promises of
prohibitionists, Fifly vears ago the lead-
ara of the cruwrade thought thoy .siw the
Anwn of the perfect day, when there wanld
not be u dram shap nor a drunkard In all
the Iand. They were vonfident that the
problem of Inlemperance, which had por-
plexed and baffled mankind for thousandns
of years, wasx ax good as salved. The great
dragon was about to be ainin and his dead

oarcass huried Into the hottomiesa pit. But
it turned out to be al) a Aream The
dragon was not slain. he was not even

periously wounded. If he dlsappeared at
all, It waxk anly bietake hims=elf to the
cellar to awalt the passing of the storm
In the coupse of a few yrars, the "temper-
ance wave'' passed away, and the frensy
and hysterin that eaured 1t, and wos caused
b,y'lt. died out,

The crusade not only 4did not solve the
liguor problem, but it complicated the prob-
Jem with new difficulties. The statea that
adopied the prohibitory system soun found
themaelves confronted with two evils In-
ntead of ope, the old disease of Intemper-
ance and the new *‘remedy’ of prohibition.
And now, the successora of the men that
rallled round the wtandard of Neal Dow
are making precisely the same promises
and predietions tha! ware made of old
They asasure us that the present movemont
menns business. They prophesy that this
wave will not subside until It has swepl
over every fool of Ameriean msoll and has
done to the “rum'” traffic what Jshovah
did to the Egyptians In the Red soa,

At the Expense of Truth,

Prohibitionlsts have simplified the llquor
problem st the expense of truth, reason
and common experience. Instead of sulting
the remedy tothe diseame, they have tried
to make the disease conform to their pre-
determined remody,

The llquor prablem le one of the most
complex of all social problems. it does
not stand out alone, almple, Aistinet and
isolated. ns prohibitionists would have us
belleve. 1t s &t onee & moral, an economie,
& physiological, a psychologioal and, In (ts
final analvsis, a purely personal problem.
It contalns many elements and Involyves
many nerplexing diffleulties, When we look
below the surface and study this problem
in Its decper aspects, we find that itz roots
are Inextricably Intertwined with those of
other #ocial problems, So that genuine and
thorough temperance reform must be con-
ducted along many different lines

The liquor problem is not exclusively nor
chiefly a leglalative problem, and henoe it
cannot be solved by leglslation alone. The
evil of Intemperance is not caused, though
1t may be agzravated, by bad legisiation,
and it cannot be removed, thouwh It may
be lessensd, by good legislntion. The main
lUnes of temporance reform, the most po-
tent agencles for the bullding up of moral
charaoter {and moral charncter is the hasia
of temperancs in all things), lla wholly out-
pide the scope of legislation. Teglalation
has, of course, Its part to play—and a not
unimportant part—in- any comprehensiva

_program of temperance reform: but when

legiglation encronches on ths domain of

' the chureh and the home when It ventures

to act us @ submtitute for purely social
and moral agencles, It not oenly falls to ae-
complish any good, but causea the greatent
harm. Speaking generally, the work that
Jegislation cun do In the moral sphere in
of & negative character—proventing and
suppressing the evil—while work of a posl-
tive character must be done through other
agencles. In undertaking temperance re-
form work along any Mne, we must learn
to be patlent. and to be modest in our
expeciations,. We must hear In mind that
temperance veform s very largely a matter
of moral and social revolution
Aholition or Megulation.

Liquor legislation must necessarily follow
one of two general policies, It may alm at
the abotlition of the liguor traffic. or at the
regulation of the traffic. These two polieles
are extreme opposites Gt every point and
in every feature. The abject of one I» to
K1), that of the other s to eurs. Tt Iv on
thia broad question of general polley that
the people are divided roday.

No leglalative system has ever been more
extensively nor falrly tested than that of
prohibition. During the last sixty vears It
has been tried on the state-wide scale in
many different wections of the country and
under the most diverse social and politionl
condition®., the perfods of trisl ranging
from three years in Nebraska to fifty-Lhree
yoars In Vermont. By s record, by what
it has done and by what It has not done,
prohibltion must be fudged On every page
of that record, from beginning to end, are
written the words fallure, folly, farce. No-
where and at no time, in all its history,
has prohibition accemplished a single one
of s avewsd eblects. Nowhars bas It

| optton has profibition sver made the slight.
int contribution toward the solution of the
liquor problem The one solltary serviee
that it has rendersd to society in that of
furnisiiing & warning sxample of the su-
prome folly of mitempting to leginiate vir
tue into men's llves,

There could he no stronger oVl
dence of the fallure of prohibl.
tion than the fact that neven

of tha slght states that adopted the ays-
tem fifty vears ago, have since sbandoned
It and gone back to the polley of lleense
and regulation. The people of thess statas
adopted prohibition in good faith. They
honestly and earnestly dosired to wWipe
outl Intemperance. They realized that In-
temperance war directly or Indirectly the
cause of much grime, poverty and disense;
that 1t was & financial burden on the stale;
and that It was o hindrance to material
prosperity and to moral progress. They
thought It was a better polley to abolish
than to lcenss and regulate a traffie that
seemed to them to be the root and sourse
of this evil, Now, to clalm that prohibl-
tion was even measurably sucecssful In
thess states, that It acoomplished even a
littie good, s to Insult the Intelligence of
the people of New Knglund. No sensible
purason can belleve thal thess seven slates
would have deliberately repudiated a sys-
tem that they had adopted in high hopes
and with high moral purpose, If they had
found that that system was making for
sobriety, proaperity and good cltizenahip.

Significance of Prohibition.

In
cRsfer

view of the faot that It s always
to securs the snactment than tha
repen! of laws of a reputed moral pur-
pose, the repudiation of prohibition by
these states la all the more significant.
The only conclusion consistent with rea-
son and common sense Is that the people,
after years of bitter experience, found
that they had bullt on false hopes, and
that conditions were not only no better,
but far worse under prohibition than they
had been under the liconse aystem. It Iy
also very slgnificant that the states that
were sweptl off thelr feet by the prohibi-
tlon wave fifty veArs ago, .Are among
| those states that are belng least affected
by the present agitation, And even Malne,
which is the only one of thess states that
| han retained prohibition all these years.
| Is netually showing unmistaknable signs of
wenuine repentance. It s conceded on all
eldes that n declslve verdiet against pro-
hibition would have been rendered at the
inst siate eloction In Maine, when resub-
mission was & prominent lssue, If It had not
been for the fact that it was & presiden-
tlal year. Prohibition is generally least
popular where it s best known.

If prohibition really prohibited, the faet
ought to be. reflected In  the flgures
of the United Btates revenue department.
But, according to the gevernment Teporis,
the use of alcoholic liguors act-
ually  Increases with the spread of
prohibltion, In 1803, the year the antl-
Saloon league was organiged, the par
capita consumption of malt and apirituous
llquors in the whole country was 18.6 and
1.4 gallons respectively. In 1899, when only
6,000,000 people were living under prohibltory
laws, the figures were 158 and LIL In
1M1, when approximately 4 55,000,000 people
were living in “dry" territory, the figures
had risen to the high-water mark, 22.0 and
Li8. The report of 1908 shows & decrease
of about 10 per cent In spirituous liguors
as compared with 187, while the consump-
tion of mait llquors was about the same
for both years, Thus we are confronted
with the remarkable faot that, in 1908,
when the prohibition wave had reached
fnormous proportions and was wiplng out
saloons at the rate of 1,000 a vear, the
American perople consumd®  more liquor
per capita than they did in any previous
Year since 1894 the year 1907 alone eaxcepted,

Conditions In Matme.

Now let us turn for & moment to our old
friend, the state of Malne. That prohibi-
ton haws been u fallure and a farce In that
fitate In a matter of common knowledge.
No one who In not u bllnd partisan will
deny this. Four years ago, Governor Cobb,
& sincers prohibition!ist and an honest, out-
fpoken mun, declared, In his Inaugural ad-
dress, that the siate ought to be ashumed
of liself 1o have & prohibitory law on Its
hooks and to make that law a laughing
ktock of the natlon. And he Inglsted that,
ar & matler of common honesty, the law
ought to be elther enforesd or repealed.
Recorder Whelden of Portland recently
mode this statement: “Thers are at least
40 men and women who are brought be-
fore this court time and again for Intoxica-
tlon” Think of It, 400 habitunls In a city
from which the lquor trafflc s supposed
to have bhesan banlshed sixty wyears Do,
During four vearm, up to January 1, 1907,
In Portland. liquors were seixsd on seventy-
flve strects and allevs apd at 5 Alffer-
rnt places; and 032 different parsons wers
brought into court for violation of the
lquer law,

The report of the commitiss of fifty,
bared on a most therough and extensive
Investigation of conditions In Maine, tells
the whole story of the miserable fallure of
probibitfon throughout ths whole state.
Kvery one that has traveled through Maine
knows that there i3 not a town in the
state whera aven a stranger, If he taken
the trouble to make Inquiry, cannot get all
the lguor he wishes, such as it Is. And in
many placea the stranger s walted on by
nome consldnrate person who asks him
whother ha would not ltke “something*
The statisties relating to  arrests  for
drunkennesse and deaths from sleohollam
in Malne all tell the same tala. They spell
the word fallure,

Dream In Georgln,

In response to the loud ciamorings of the
| Anti-Baloon  leamue, ihe lexisiatore of
Oesorgin anneted a  probibitory law a

couple of years agy. The act went Into
offect January 1. 1M For a short time,
the new law seemed to have a good effect.
Judging from wsurtace Indications, It
looked as If prohibition might at last break
Its Jong record of fallure and actually stop
the sale of liguar. But, again, 1t was all &
dream. and & very short dream, too. The
arinkers adfusted themselvea to the *“dry*
system, and were soon hobnobbing as
openly and boldly as ever with the old
demon Condittons kept golng from bad
to warse, and before the law had been on
the stutute books & vear, It was clearly
-Im‘ldent to evervhody that had even half
an_ eye Lhat prohibition In Georgia had
broken down,

Here Is the testimony of two of the
prohibition leaders themselves Rev. Dr.
Holdarby of Atlanta. an ardent prohibi-
tonist, sald last winter: ‘“The leglslature
is afraid to stand by the very law which
1t enacted twelve months ago, Atlania has
become a laughing stock and a stench In
the nostrils of the Almighty." This con-
fesslon must have boen very humiliating
16 the good parson. as he had been telling
his people right along that he knew It to
be & fact that the Almighty was on the
slds of prohibition. Asnistant Buperin.
tendent  Richards of the Anti-S8aloon
lsague, ulters this wall: “Beer s sold

Prohibition the Obstacle to
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whinky are shipped here?' Well, Brother
Richards, it means, In the first place that
there are A good many thirsty people In
Atlanta, and in the second place, thnat
vour prohibition law Is & humbug. Other
lending prohibitionists apeak in the same
mirain as the two just quobted. Conditions
In Atlanta are & sample of those that ob-
tain all over the siate
It nder Local Option.

Just & word about prohibition under the
local option system. The writer 18 very
familiar with the working of prohibition
In & number af 1the towns of the eust end
on Long Island, and from hin own observa-
tion during the Inst seven years he can
tegtify to the fact that In every one of
these “‘dry’” towns, prohibition has been
& disgusting farce every UUme It has
been tried In Lhe writer's own
town the record of prohibltion may be
summed up In the admission of the loeal
anti-saloon loader., that “anybody can get
all the liguor he wanis In this town under
elther lleense or no-license.” That no-lli-
cense has falled to ascomplish any good on
Long island, may be inferred from the fact
that at the elections, Iast apring, every
town on the Island was carried for lleenss
by = decislve majority. The Antl-Baloon
lengue made the fight of s life, but It
was of no use. The people knew all about
the “‘bleanings” of prohibition, and they
concluded that they had had snough, The
prohibltlonlsis lost every town they then
held, Including conservative old Bast
Hampton, which gave a majority for -
cense for the first time in fifty years

Many and various are the reasons why
prohibltion In this country has proved a
fallure. The following considerntions will
reveal a few of the more general reanons,
Interference with Individunl Rights,

Prohibition {2 an attempt to deprive men
of what they hélleve to be an Inherent
right. The question of Individua! rights Is
tha underlying lsasus In this whola con-
troversy. Majority rule ls, of courss, a
sound political prineiple, but [t I8 ebvious
that the application of thiz prinelple must
be confined within rensonable lmits. If
A majority has a right to pay to a min-
ority: You shall not drink beer, another
mapority has the right to say to another
minority: You shall fot drink tea Now, It
the peopla In any state or Lown should
take It Into thelr heads to enact a law pro-
hibiting the use of Tea, what a fearful
howl would go up from the ¢camp of the
Women's Christlan Temperance unlon and
what an unenviable job the officers would
have In attempting to enforce such a law!
"Whint, deprive us of our rlight Lo serve toa
at our mothers’ mectinge and parlor so-
ciables! Why, It's an outrage!" "Oh, but,
good ladies we, the mnajority, made up as
you know of the better element, have thor-
vughly Investigated this matter, and we
have found that tea is very Injurlous. In
fact, It's a polson. Look at the thousands
of women that have gone down to ten-top-

ers’ graves! Look at the army of inno-
cant little children that have been left
motherleas," ete, etc. As & matter of

fact, many experienced physiclans bellave
that teuw and coffee cause quite s® much
trouble In the world as aleohol. The “tem-

perance’ people will retort: “Yes; but
there Is a wide difference between bear
and tea.'" Of course there s, and that Is

Just why mo many people prefer the beer,
But there I8 mno difference betwoeen
the right to drink the one and right to
drink the other, Everywhere and alwaya,
outside of Islam, while drunkenness haa
beesn condemned, the moderate use of @ico-
hollc beveragea has been & common custom
and hus been regarded as the lnherent right
of the Individual.
Sunctloned by the Church,

[]

The use of alcoholic llquors Is and has
iwlways been considered not only legitimute
A5 a beverage, but It |8 conmsecrated und
hallowed In the most solemn and welghty
rite of the Christian church. Now you
cannot by & mere law, eradicate a senti-
mwvnt mnd destroy an institution that hao
stood for ages, and that s 80 deeply rooted
in our whole social life, Prohibition can-
demns the consclence, the judgment and tie
#ocial babits of countless generations of
the most highly civilizsed, progressive and
moral peoples. Moreover, prohibition passss
condemnation on & great branch of iu-
dustry that has been recognized through-
out all ages as legitimate, an Industey in
which some of the most venerable and
honored religious orders of the Christian
church have been and are today engagea.
Frohibltion necessarily falls becauss it
mikes po discriminution between use and
abuse. It arbltraclly makes u legal ¢rime
of an act which s nefther wrong in itaelt
nor contrary to the rights and Interesis of
soclely. Becauss Lwo or three men use
Hquor to excess, prohibitlon would compei
& hundred temperate men to follow the
rule of total abstinence. One man I8 lamo
and therefors all his neighbors must uwse
crytches,

Socinl Selence View,

Again, prohibltlod has falled because it
I8 wholly negative and destructive. You
cannot remove an elfect untii you remove
the cause. You cannot abolish the Liguur
tratfic unul you abolish the source of Lhe
traffic. It s not the lguer affic that
creatles the demand for lguor; 1L I8 the
demand for Hguor that ereales the traffic.
And Just mo long as the demuand centinucs,
Just so long will the supply of liquor be
forthcoming In one way or another. The

attempt to abolish the lguor traffic by! have not been so much disturbed by “‘tem ihmml ed men in the community,
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does not eradicate the social Instinet and
| ihe desire to drink that lle back of the de-
mand. In shart, |t dees not destroy a sine
ftie ovne of the elements that cansiitute the
lite and power of the smlooh. It does not
introduce Into the communily a single ale
ment that acts ks an antldote for the sa-
loon. The whole root of this Institution re
matns In the community Intact, undisturbed
and vigorous, Under these glreuimstances
it I= Inevitable that the saloon, In one form
or another, will continue to serve s cus-
lomern.

Depends on Pablic Sentiment,

Law enforcement I8, In the long run, de-
pendent on public  sentiment. Maorsover,
public sentiment. In
felt, must be active, alert and persistent
A mere vague wish that the law be enforoed
Is not enough. The wish must be followed
up by well organized effort When you
find a community In which the government
Is ring-ridden and ocorrupt, It does not
mean that the public sentiment Is In favor
of such conditione. Tt means that public
sentiment I8 impotent beoause It Ils slther
Inactive or unorganised. Thus It oecurs
thiat small minorities ean defy, and are to-
day defying, the will of Inrge majorities.

Just how much of this active and deter
mined public sentiment Is required to In-
mura strict law enforeement depends largely
on the character of the law., A stringent
harsh, sumpluary law, ke prohibition,
could not beé enforced unleas It had on its
#de an almost unaplmous pubiie sentiment,
vigilant and weall organized. Such a Inw
has all the odds againat It Tt has an up-
hill job from the outset. Publle officialn
are. aa a rule, far more inclined to heed
and ¥isld to the veoles of protest agalnmt
the enforcement of a law of this kind than
they are to make an extraordinary effort
to enforce the inw In obedlence to the de-
mand of the other alde. Under statewide
prohibition there are many communities
where the majority sentiment Is strongly
opposed to enforcement, and sven prohibl.
tioniets admit that, In such communities,
the law becomes » mere farce

Rule of Minority,

But even under the local option system,
which s supposed to Insure local majority
rule, prohibition, in & great many Instances,
does not actually represent a majority of
the slectornte. And the reason Is that at a
local option elactlon, & eonslderable propor-
tion of the voters do not mark the exclee
ballot st all. In the writer's own town the
vote on the llcenge gquestion during the last
fifteen years has always fallen from 12 to
M per gent short of the total vote canmt on
other questions and for eandidates for
offices. During the perlod In question the
town has been carried for no lirense & num-
ber of times, and in every Instance by a
minority of the totnl vote pollad, More-
over, the publie sentimant In favor of pro-
hibition 1a not only not strong enouikh Ik
quantity to enforee the law, but even what
there Is of It is not of the right quality.

The great mnajority of those that vote for
prohibition are full of zeal and enthusinsm
up ta the time of the elestion: but after
¢lecilon thelr enthusinsm dies out and they
leavs It to others to attend to the matier
of la'w enforcement. They think that In
merely easting their ballots for prohibition
| they have done thelr full duty and saved
the country. The writer has watched the
protiibitionists In his town for seven years
and he can testify that not 2 per cent of
the men that vole for no llcense ever 1t
a finger or contribute one cent to have the
Inw enforced under sither system,

The prohibition public sentiment Is of that
cheap, shallow, emotional variety that ex-
hausts {tself in all manner of hysterical per-
formances Aduring the campalgn. Over
agninst the Inheritant weakness of this
prohibition sentiment I8 the publle =mentl-
ment opposed to the enactment and to the
Jnnforremt-nr of the prohibitory law. This
rentiment Is of a very Jdifferent kind from
|thn other. There I8 nothing frengled nor
hysterical about 1t, But it is determined,
| actlve and persistent. It knows what it
| wishes and, what is more to the polnt, It
knows how to get what it wishes, Tt doesn't
exhaust {tself before election nor grows in-
different after election. Indeed. as scon an
the town goes “‘dry,'" this anti-prohibition
sentiment begins to arouse liself and . warm
up.

F Why Prohibition Doesn't Prohibit,

A man In a "dry*" town wishes a drink.
| and fie knows where he omn get it. That
man ls far more Interested Im getling his
frink than his prohibition nelghbor I=s In
preventing him from getting It. And when
you multiply this one drinker by a number
representing half or more of the male in-
habitanta of the community, you have aun
ldea of the relative strength of the two
kinds of public sentiment, and, If you have
| any power of imagination, you know why
prohlbitlon does not prohibit. There s
sald to be & good deal of the mule about
human nature, and a prohibitory law &
beautifully adapted to bring out the mule
quality, Peopls resent the ldea of belug
held up by a lot of hysterical women and
meddlesome men who conceive It to be
their right and duty to regulate the per-
| sonnl habits of thelr neighbors,
| Priohimtion has not only falled to ac-
| complieh s avowed object, but it has been
| the greatest obstacie to true lemperance
| reform In this country during the last
fifty years, Other pations are far ahead of

us In the way In which they handle the
| drink question, and one reason is that they

i

order to make Iteelf |
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Real Temperance Reform

and orderly, the hottom would soon drop
laut of the prohibition movemant Tall a
prohibitlontst that suel and such & salvon
i certainly & respectable place. and you
arouse hin flarcest anger, e wanld rather
hear that & murder has been committed In
oneé of the “hell holes” In Wiy eatimation
the respectabie saloon Is the very worst
kind, as |t dcoelves and beguiles the
wary vouth to his destruction

The real character of the prohibition
movament {8 thus seen In the way {t rencta
on  the prohibitionists themueives. They
throw truth and reason and experience to
the winds, and often resori 1o the most
contemptible and disgusting methods Lo
galn their end. Some time ago, & traveling
ralesminn who lives In a town In the mid-
dle west, wan returning home from a trip.
On arriving at his statlon, he noticed that
the streele weore flllsd with people. Mak-
ing his way through the c¢rowd, he dls-
coverad that & no-lleense parade was In
progress.
up of women and children
bannors and flags. and sang “temperancs’
LONEH. Every child wore n badge on
which were the words, “Vota for us;
we cannot” Al the end of
procession were wseveral filles of cohlld-
ren Aressed In rags and tattors One
of these, a hoy, carrled a huge banner
Printed on the banner, in large lettarn, were
these words. My father Is a drunkanrd.”
Cur friend the =alesman looked at the ban-
ner and then happened to glance at the boy.
SEuddenly an expression of amazement camo
over his faoe, and, breaking through the
crowd, he ran up to the ragged banner
bearer and grasping him by the arm ox-
clnlmad: “My God, what are you dolng
here, my boy?™ Tt was this gentleman's
own son that had besn dressed up in these
rags by the good “temperance’ women and
[ar-m outl to carry this banner of shame and
humiliation through the streets. This ex-
hibitlon 18 a sample of the methods em-
ployed by prohibitionists to gain converts
to thelr cause,

Brutal and Valgar Deception.

If these children really had drunken
fathers, It wal unspeakably bratal and
eruel to make such a spoctascle of them be.
fore the publie, 1If their fathers were not
drunkards, the whole thing was a chenp,
thuatrieal performance deliberately In-
tended 1o create a false Impression on the
public mind. And all thig fraud and wvule
garity In the name of temperance and re-
lglon!

Here 1s another example of the Intem-
perate “temperanoe’” of prohibitionists: A
professor in one of our universitiem ne-
cepted an invitation to speak at o “'tems
perance™ rally In a church, 1In the course
of his remarks he referred to the miracle
at Cann and expressed himself thus: 1
Lave given this mutier profound thought,

and I wish to say to you that 1 have
reached the conelusion that when Christ
turned that water into wine he did what
wis wrong.'” Blind passion, wild fanntl-
clsnn and bitter Intolerange are the éehlef
characteristies of ths whole prohibition
movement. It must be apparent to every

vane and reasonable mind that the sooner
thlis miscnlled ““temperance” ecrusade Is
buried out of slght and forgotten the sooner
the way will be c¢leared for genuine tem-
perance reform.

Falls of Its Purpose,

Finally, pronlbition must be condemned,
not only because L has falled to accomplish
uany good, not only because It blocks the
way to real reform, but because It s lisell
the source of many social and political

evila. Those evils are briefly summarized
a8 follows:
L Prohibitory logislation has never suce

ceeded in nbollshing the llquor traffie, but
it has muccoeded In degrading and demoral-
1zing the traffic by driving It Into secret
places. The llguor laws in most of the
|states prohiblt the use of shades In saloon
windows and sereens in front of the bar,
| Thils wise proviston is based on the com-
mot experience that the liguor business |s
of such o nuture that It is far more likely
to do harm when it In enrried on under
vover than when It Is open and nboveboard.
Now prohibition forces the liquor traffie to
seorele |tself, nol merely behind a screen,
but behind a barricaded door. The door Ix
quickly opened for thoxe that know the
1gumwmll, Lut shut aguinst the officers of
]the law. The only practical guestion that
confronts us Is whether we shall permit the
lguor traffie to be carvied on openly under
the supervi@lon and control of the law, or
whether we shall drive it Into places where
the arm of the law cunnot regeh . Li-
cense means the open barroom, prohbition
means the “speak casy." Which of the
two kinds 18 the more likely to harbor evils
and encourage intemperance?

2. If there 18 any one busihess more than
another that, In the Interest of the public,
ought to be In the hands of men with con-
| sclence and moral principle, It Is the lquor
:_ business. A proper kind of lloense luw can
do considernble toward lmproving the per-
illtmlwl of the trade, Prohibition, en the
|other hand, discourages decent, honorabio
men from engaging In the business, and
thuz throws It Inte the hands of the most
unscrupllous and lrresponsible men In the
community. Phe only gualfieatron requived
I the ability to beat the law without geét-
[ ting caught. A couple of years ago, in n
certain Ltown on Long Islund, oue of the
| best hotels hud to close les doors shortly
| after the “dry” law went Into effect. The
!ar'oprlomr of this hotel was one of the most

Prohibl-

prohibltory law Is as futile as would bo | perance wavei' Prohibition attempts to :1n|llﬂh did suoceed In closing this man's bar
the sttempt to dry up a river by bullding ! that which In impossible and preventa the&nd driving him out of the hotel business

4 dam. Prohibitionists scem 1o imagine thit
they are deallng oanly with the compuar-
atively few liquor dealers; whereas they

are dealing with the vast multitude of men |
that are determined to use Hguor. They tell |

us that tbhe saloon s & curse. Well, be that

Ay It may, the practical question is, what
blessing does prohibition furnish as o
substitute? Absolutely mnone, wunless It
be the Women's Christan Temperance
unlon Molhem' mesting and the
Weekly prayer meeling. Theso institutions,
excellent ax they are in thelr place, are
hardly adapted to satlufy the soclal needs
of the masses. Btudents of soclal sclance,
mon who have spent years in observing and
studying the saloon and the ssloon con-
stitueney, whatever views they may hold
as to the charmcter of Lhis Institution as It
now exists, agres unanimously on the fol-
lowing three propositions:

1. That the saloon fllls & legitimate social
need.

L That It is practically the only institu-
tion that does fill this need,

4 That it & worse tham useless to at-
tempt to abolish the swloon wuntil some
sultable institution be eslablished as & sub-
stitute.

g Dossn't Eradicate Appetite,

The lves of the grest majority are dull
and monotonous. The proportion of pleas-
ure and leisure ls meager and insufficlent
This s as true of rural as of urban life,
but It Ix too largely true of the masses
everywhare. And whatever will lighten and
brighten and cheer thelr llves without too
Eresl a sacrifice will not be readily surren-
dered in the Interest of & questionable
moral reform. If men cannot got this
pleasure openly they will get it surrepti-
tiously, and even If it could be taken from
them by force they would resort Lo substi-
tutes which, in all likelihood, would be far

here right and left, and 1 know it. Yeou | More injurious. The saloon exists becauss
can get whisky, too: for what doss i mean | there 1o & demand for it. A prohibltory law
when (wenty-seven carioads of beer and!ocertainly does not remove this demand. It

;

doing of that whieh s possible. 1f the
llguor problem, In its legislative aspects,
in ever going to be solved, the molution must
be found along the line of regulation, and
the sooner we sel our fest on the right
path the sooner we shall reach the dealred
end.

Regulation the Remedy.

Nothing 1y more cerialn than that every
state and local community In which pro-
hibition now obtalns will ultimately have to
return w0 the pelicy of regulation, and
just so long as the prohibitory law e
malns on  the wstatute books, jJust so
long will tha day of rveformaton be
deferred. Probibltion s like the gquack
ductor who cannpt cure the patient
himuelf and will not allow anybody else to
take the case. The present hysterical cru-
wade s liwelf un obstacle lo reform even
In places where the license law obtalns.
It is & draln on the moral energy of the
community, It creates contention, confu-
#on and bitter strife. It atiracts and leads
astray many well-intentioned, but unthink-
ng people, whose Ipterest in moral reform
and whose zeal and enthusinem would, if
wisely directed, be of grest value to the
community, These people become in-
fatyated with & blind faith
of probibition te regenerats soclety, and
they will listen to nothing else, 1If you
suggest to  them some proposition of
reasonable reform, (hey iy off lnto & rage
and denpunce You as a traltor Lo
country and an enemy Lo religton

Rule or Ruin Thelr Motto,

Prohibitipnlsts not only refuse to support,
but wolvely and bitterly [flght agalnst,
every plan of excise reform that does not
€0 to their extreme. It must be abolition
or nothing; thsir motto s rule or ruin.
In their blind zeal they actuslly rejoice in
iniquity. The dlsreputable saloon s far
more to thelr lking than the decent
saloon, for the more disreputable the
saloon the more ammuniticn for the cam-
paign, 1t all salooos were made decent

in the power |

the |

las well, and It closed other decent places
| But what was the result? Why, within two
;;'e.au.: butween fifty and sixty “kitchen wa-
|loons” were established in this same fown.
[Tt Is a well known fact that most of the
|men that run these “speak eaales” In a
“dry" town are thoroughly satisfled with
protiildtion. A license law would put them
out of bupiness, Aguln, the only yuestion

is: BShall we encourage and proieet the de-
eent llquor dealer, or shall we entourage
the other kKind? One kind or the other we
ale absolulely sure to have.

Bud Effect on Drinker,

2, Prohibition has a bad affect also on
the drinker. It tends to distourage
the wuse of the lighter alcoholic bev.
ernges and to encourage the oxXces
Elve use of the stronger lNguors, Thik

tendency I8 especially pronounced wherever
the attempt s made Lo enforce the law
rigorously. Deterioration in the guality of
Hguor 8 snother one of the "blessingy’
introduced by prohibltion. The men who

run the “speak easles’”’ aften make thelr
own “whisky.,”" and you can imagine the
nature of the “blend.”” A few years agu,
when the town In which the writer lives
waa “'dry,” s confirmed Inebriate who
Hved In adjoining “wet” town got In the
habit of visiting thisa “dry” town about

once & fortnight. He was alwayes sober
when he arrived and drunk when he left.
He wus onece asked why he came from a
Ywet” town to & dry" town to ge!l Hguor,
and his snswer was: “"Because | can get
& quicker and cheaper jag on in Riverhead
than 1 can in —." This & the way
prohibition reforms Lthe drunkard. 1L is
often oclaimed that whils prohibtion does
not altogather prohibit, it does succeed In
reducing the consumptiom of llgquer. This
clalm & not based on fact, Hut even If It
be true that less liguor Is drunk in & given
community under prohibition than under
the license system, the all-important gues-
tion, from the point of view of temperance
reform 15, what class of people are thus

un- |

the  talnly

Rev.

| affected? Who are the men that elther
eannot et anyihing to drink or cannot get
A% much as they would under llcensa?
Now, everybody who is not living In »
lsnd of dreama, knows perfectly weall that
the very men In every community who
most need reforming are the ones that are
| leust inconvenienced by the prohibitory
law. ‘The are the first ones to learn the
location of every ‘“speak easy" in the
place. But, 1f prohibition cannot reform
this class, may It not at least kesp tampia-
tion out of the way of the young? Now,
the truth s that all this talk about “‘pro-
Itl‘l!lll'l. our boyn'' s sheer twaddle. The
| protection 18 a myth. Probibition really
creates the most dangerous kind of tempta-
tlon—that which (s hidden, but known.
Every voung man that is at afl Habls to be
led astray under the licenss systom, 1s
far more llable to go astray under a nys-
tem that encournges secrest drinking, Who
wouldn't rather have his son go Into an

It was a long procession, made  open saloon and get a glass of beer than | gain their end lttle by little.

back-room resort? If there is any class
of young men in the community that need
the protection of the law, they are cor-
not the ones that frequent the
Woman's Chestinn Temperance uhlon
| prayer meeting when the town Is “dry.™
I“’hlln the wgood women are pray-
ing nnd thanking tha Laord for |
the Ereat blessing of prohibition,
these young felluws Ars probably |
“protecting”  themselves In  the “club"l
room’ at the far end of some alley

Foaters Law Dreaking,

& Prohibitlon creates wilesprand and |
habitual law-breaking. Conslder the num- |
ber of erimes that are committed mru-n'l
hour of the day In a "dry" state. And con- |
slder the bad mornl effect of this hablt
of Iaw-breaking on the oivie lfe, It
oreates the spirit of lawlesuness. It tends
to weaken and break down that respeet
for the principle of law and order which
is ®0 esmantinl to good eltizenship. The |
following story shows how even good men
ars unconsclously affected by this bane-
ful Influence: Some years ago A clergy-
man went to a certaln summer resort In
New Haumpehire to spend his vaeation. On
arriving in the town, he went to the legd-
ing holel., While walting In the office for
the supper bell, he happened to open a
dAoar, and found. in the next room, a well-
appointed har. The proprietor wan In this
room, and the clergyman, pointing to the
bar, suld, *“"“Why. Mr how s this?*
"How's what?' answered the proprietor,
“Why, you have a bar here, and vou are
evidently open for business'' The hotel
man looked pugaled and sald: “Of course,
I have n bar. Couldn’t you get whnat you
wanted?™ "Oh, 1 4dn’t wish anything,' |
answear the minister, “but 1 wondered how |
You could ran an open bar in A& prohibl-
tion town." The menial host felt relleved
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The trouble with much of our loge
Inlntion s that it has ignored limitatione
Impoased by actunl conditions.  Legisintiog
i® not the expression of idenls nor of moral
yoarnings, The law should represant thae
nearest approath to the ldeal that proseat
ecanditions will sdmit of  Another equally
important eonsiderition, followlng on this
I that the same legislation In not adupred
for all communities. Hence, Ugquor Jeglss
Iatlon should provide for a very large
measurée of home rul Pyt there Is & right
and wrong Kind of The an-
called local option that ob-
tains In mmny of the states, s the wrong
kind, Tt s unspund In principle and de
moralising In I effects. T 10 At variancs
with the general of rogulation. It
Is part of the polley and plogeam of pro-
hibition. It Is an Instrument placed in the
Ilmml; of prohibitionists 1o énable them Lo
Now, all the

home rule

sy siem now

policy

They carried |to have him join his companions In some | fasqures and provisions of a state liquor

law
harmonious.

should be mutually consistent and
All parts of the law should

| have the same general intent and conform

with the same general policy. But, under
the present local option svstem, the state
s following two opposita policies at the
pame time. Thik kind of local option glives
the loewl community too much power and
too little power. The people have no power
to sy who shall recelve llcenses and what
moral and other gualificationa ahall be res
quirsd, They have no power to determine
the guestion of prohiblted days and hours!
no power (o determine the amount of the
lHeenne foe, nor to set a limit on the num-
ber of llcenses (0 be issued, There s
ne option  on of these malters of
practical andminlstration that properly
wilhin the scope of local self-goyv-
frnment The community has option on
only one questlon—whether the llquor
Lraffle shall be legalized or prohibited,
This local option scheme reverses the true
order of political administration. It with-
holds from the local ecommuiity thosre
minor but Important powers that the poo-
pla In the local community are In the
best position to exercise wisely, while {t
confars upon the looal community that
supreme power of lfe or death over ihe
Hguor traffie which ought to bs reserved
In the hands of the state, Under this s
tem the Hauor dealers and the publie nra
in & constant state of uncertainty as to the
fundamental question of regulation
abolitlon. At every local optlon eleclion
there in the possibllity of & complete reévo-
lution. of poliey. Today the NHguor businees
It Just as legltimate as uny other business;
tomorrow it may be under the ban of the
low. ‘The question ix never settled. Neithor

any

dome

when he found that his guest war not
complaining nbout the pervice, Well, |
well,” he sald, “I didn’'t understand what |
vou meant. Why, that's easy. T'I1 tel)
you how; we work it up here. You see, 1
wax high sheriff of thix caunty last term,
and, while T dislike to Blow my own horn,
T want to tell you that T did what very few
men In this eounly would have done.
Fvery three monthe 1 ralded my own bar
and had myself fined." As he finished
this sentence, there wus a look of genulne
pride in the ex-sheriff's face. He nesmaoed
to be blissfully unconrclous that thers was
anything wrong about viclating the law
This story was told to the writer by the
Rev, Dr. B. A. Waeson of Nowark, N. J,
who was himself the clergyman that had
this conversation with the hotel man.
Hypocrisy the Guild,

Here |s another story which shows the |
cffect of prohibition as a hreeder of rank
hypoerisy., About four years ago, shortly
after a certaln town on Long Island went
“dry." a hotel keeper In this town re-
ceived a letter from a whnolesale whisky
concorn In Kentucky, reading some-
thing like this: “WHl you Kindly send
ug the names of any persons In your
town who, vou think, might be lkely to |
| purohaxe wet goods. We have a very f(ine
brand of whisky (naming the brand) thuat
wo should ke to Introduce tn your town
We shall be glad extand vou the
usua! courtery af 10 per cent commission
| on all sates that we may make through the
st vou send us’ Well, the hotel man
thought he would have a lttle fun, and
| #0 he made a list of about thirty-five of
| the most rabld prohibitionists In the place,
and sent the Iist to the whisky firm. He
thought It would bea a fine Joke on the
prohbitionists to have them deluged with
whisky clroulars. And It turped out to be’
2 better joke than he thoukht. For, at
the end of three monthe, he received o let-
ter from the whisky people thanking him
for what he had done, and Inclosing a
check for 8T commission. This story
throws light on the curious clreumstance
already referred to, that, as the prohibl-
tion movement spreads, the consumption of
liquor Increases.

to to

Summed Up by Ellot.
Ex-President Ellot of Harvard sums up
the whole case agalnst prohibition In its
[effects on the sociul and politioal 1ife He
saye: “The efforts to enforee it (prohibi-
|num during forty yenrs past have had
| some unlocked-for effects on public respoct
|l'or courts, judicial procedyre, oaths and
Iaw, legldlatures and public servants, The
publie have seen law defied, a whole gen-
eration of habltual law breakers, sohonied
in evarion and shamelessness, courts inef-
fective through fluctuations of polley, de-
lays, perjuries, negligences and other mis-
carriages of justice, officers of the law
double faced and mercsnary, legislators
timid and Insincere.'” Such s the charaocter
and the record of prohibition.

The writer of the present article does not
wish to minimige the evils and abuses that
have been allowed to grow up and intrench
thempelves In the liguor traffic. There i
no doubt that some liguor dealers have
condoned and encovraged conditions re-
pugnant to moral sense and destructlve of
decency and good order. They have en-
couraged other viees, such as gambling and
the social evil. They catered and
pandered to the worst passions and Ilm-
pulses In human nature. And they have
done all this In & cold-blooded Adesire to
increase the volume of thelr business, Bul
the number of such dealers in compara-
tively small, At the same time,
mun in the business s one (00 many
Liquor laws whould be so framed that It
L would he extremely Aifficult, If not impos:
sible, for men of this stamp to get into the
liquor buslness, and the law should also
provide a slinple and sasy wuy to drive
|0m thowe Lhat have gotten In.

have

ane such

| The lmits of this articlé preclude @
lengthy discussion of the guestion of @
leginlntive remedy for the evile conneciad
with the lquot traffic, Bul ft w1l nst e
amins (o suggest a plan of regulnilon which
In the jndgment of the w.lter, would be
A Fiep In the right direction
t Gulde for Avition,

In formulating Naguor legislation we |
should be gulded by twoe fundamental prin-
ciples, The first s practicability The

quastion to be determined st the outsel is, |
what kind of excise law, under given con-
ditlons, with men a8 they are in thelr indl.
vidual und social e, and with political
standards a8 they are, will sffect the b-tl

#lide ever wins & permanent victory The
stale alone should settle this all-important
(uestion of the lagality of the lguor traf-
fle

A nuestion ks this, Invelving ths
fundemental rights of properiy and of
personal liberty, should not be left to tha

decivlon of & majority vote at a loenl eloc-

tlon, On the other hand, the state, after
establishing the legality of the llguor
business everywhere within tx  borders,

should grant to the local community the
fullest freadom and power in the matier of
regulation,

Ouatline of Negulation,

Btarting with this general principie of
Etate rule In matters of general policy
and home rule In matters of loeal admin.
Istration, the following I8 n rough outline
of the plan of regulation that the writer
has In mind as a substitute for the present
lotal optlon system

Thut the people In each loeal community
(the township is probably the best unity
ba empowaered to elect thelr own Board of
Excive commissioners, twelve In number,
to serve for a term of say two years, Thin
board should have power to delermine the
amount of the llcense foe (within
mum and minimum lmit fixed by tha
stute); to determine how many lHeepnes
should be |esued (within maximum and
minlmum limits fixed by the slate); to
determine the queslion of prohibited dava

maxi-

and hours, and nll other guestions of n
purely loecal nature The board should
have mole power (0 grant and revoke
Heennen, subject to certain rules of pro-
cedure, The applicant should be required

Lo present 1o the board s cortificate of gooil
moral charncter, signed by twelve reputable
persons, who should be property owners
and residents of the community,
The bourd should be required to hold
& publle heuring on all applleations fur
Heenwe, and an opportunity be given
remonstrants, should there be any, to proe-
sent thelr objections, After this howring,
the board shonld have full diseretionary
power by a mejority vote to grant or re-
fuse any application. And there should bo
no appeal from thelr decislon, This power
to grant Heenses Is the most important of
all. It Ix the key to the whole sltuation
And thig key should be placed In the hands
of the people most nearly affected, If we
can prevent unfit persons from getting tnto
the llquor business, we have, at the very
outset, solved nine-tenths of the problem
of regulation. The trouble now I8 that al-
most anybody that has the price, whether
ne v morally flt or not, can get a Heenso
and start up a saloon, The law may re-
quire that the lloensee be A person of good
mornl  character, but that requiremont
amounts to simply nothing at all uniess
some person or persons be empowered (o
determine in each case the question of
moral fltneas. And who s better quuifisd
to exercise this power than twelve men
elecied by and rerponsible to the people of
the community? The board should alwy
possess the sole power to revoke leenwen
On the complaint of any ocltlzen that n
certaln Hguor dealer was violating the law
or that he was maintaining a nulsance of
any kind, It would be the duty of the board
to hold & publle trial of the matter, sum-
mon and swenr witnessen, and give the
Acoused person an opportunity to defond
himself, After hoaring wll the evidence,
the board should have power by & two-
thirds vote to dismiss the clse or suspend
or revoke the Heenme. And thers should bae
no appeal from thelr decislon

o

Possible Objection,

Of vourse It will be objected that this
plan pluces oo much power in the hands
of the exviss bomid. Well, i you give men
in this position so little power that thoey
could not passibly do any harm, you make

i Impossible for them f do any good
There Is not the remotest likelihood that
such o board, slected by the people, could
be unduly influenced to grant o license (o
a man of known unfitness or to drive a
docent, law-abiding Ulguor daaler out of

business. There would ceriainly be far lesas
lkellhood of pbuse of power under such
a system than there 4 now under Lhe
local-aption system; For, under the latter
systém, a bare majority of the voters can
Bt one siroke, revoke every licenss in ihe

town without triel or hesaring or reason
The most reputable MNguor dealer 8 no
safer than the dive Keeper. The proposed
pian Is home rule of the right kind It glves
the people all Lthe power they noed Lo reg-
ulate, bul noe power (o dealrny and con-
flacate. Under this system, the ligquor busl-
ness would be placed on a perimanent foot-
ing. Every desler would be snbrolately surn
that hils license wap secure ad long as

he oheyed the law and conducted hls busis
ness decently. The only persons that gould

be put out of business would be t dis-
reputable Hquoer dealer and the prehibition
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