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MAHA people were a
long time waking up to
the fact that out at
Cut-Off Inke were neg-
lected possibilities, but,

now that these same have been

révognized, the delay of the past

Is forgotten in the haste of the

present to take advantage of what-

ever the pretty little body of water
may offer for summer pleasure,

Fishing and bathing, boating and

all that goes to make for a few

hours', or a few days’, diversion
can be found there as well as at
the far-away and more expensive
places, For water ls only water,
after all, and fishing s only fish-
ing: and n canoe and a pretty girl
are as much™>a pleture in the
proper setting one place as an-
other. Bo you may call it Cut-
Off, or Nakoma, or Salina Sea, or
any other name you like, the long
neglected lake is being sought
out by folks who are compelled to
spend their summer days downtcwn In Omaha, and who like to
spend thelr summer evenlngs somewhere by the waterside. Bunga-
lows have sprung up on both sides of the lake and club houses and
bathing beaches and a fleet of boats of all conditions, slzes and de-
soriptions, from the flat-bottomed puut to the expensive motor boat.

The skift and the rowboat, the canoe and the yacht, flit over the

placid bosom of the waters, aud the evenings are merry with the

songe and langhter of the light-hearted folks who are enjoying the
beauties that those who stay downtown know nothing ef.

For Cut-Off lake {8 coming into its own, and the Rod and Gun
club is making it a place of pleasurs for its members and for the
unassociated who enjoy Indirectly the beneflis of the club’'s enter-
prise. This organlzation was originally formed to protect the fishing
at the Inke. Year after year the state had planted game fish in the
waters there, and year after year poachers had seined them out. Then
came the strong organization, and now fishing Is protected. Any
citizen can enjoy the privileges of the wiaters at any time, but the
seiner finds his nefarious efforts thwarted by the law, enforced un-
der the watchful care of the Rod and Gun club, But the club has
far outgrown its original scope, and now finds ltselt taking on the
aspect of one of Omaha's important social organizations. Its grounds
and club house have become the nueleus for a cluster of summer
homes, and around them center a pleasant little community that
leads the slmple life all summer lopg. This community in turn is
dally Invaded by a host of folks who have to apend the hot hours
down town, but who find on the lake the surcease that comes with a
bathing suit or a canoe. And the lake is peopled as it should be all
through the days of summer until late in the fall. Then, when winter
has come, the skaters and the ice-boaters have thelr turn, and so
Cut-CIr i#= a secne for outdoor aguatic sport all the year round.

Now that the public is interested, through the Park board's con-

trel of vl Carter park, Cut-Off iake and ita surroundings are to be
nate more attractive, and a place where all the hot folks of the
city v..l artte go in the evening Is to be provided. It may be that
a mire cnpiculous name will in tdme be adopted, but Cut-Off will

always bo dear to the old-timers, who eling with obatinate fondness
1o the nomenciature of the days that are as dear to them as passing
years can make the past to any of the actors in Its history.

The Omaha Rod and Gun club was formed in 1905, and since
that time It has made & contlnued and persistant fight against the
Illegal seiners and poachers who live by seining these waters, which
belong to the public. The half-hearted manner in which they have
been prosecuted does not seem te stop the lawbreakers, and after
they serve a short jail sentence they soon secure another selne and
resume operations. Members of the club have tired of this sameness
and, o act more effectually, the club has hired an attoroey to assist
the county attorney In the work of prosecution. Bince its organiza-
tlon the club has hired a man, appointed a deputy game warden,
whose business it has been to patrol the waters of the lake at night
and stop the seining. This has helped to some extent, but a united
effort Is now to be made to stop the seiners altogether,

Frank Brown, & man famillar with the waters around Omaha,
on request of the club, has been appolnted deputy game warden, with
jurisdiction ai ihe ishe, o protost the fizh Hie wali vy |n pald (n Pal)
by the Omaha Rod and Gun elub, On request of the club Frank
Willlams and Gus Wiodhelro heve also been appolnted deputy game
wardens, and with this additional help and the sssistance of a specia)
attorney, the club hopes to ciean out the fllegal seiners and fisher-
men that the fish may be protected for those who love to spend an
evening with the rod and reel.

Cut-Off lake s a natural home for black bass, one of the great-
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est known game ﬂuh. The water not only seems especlally adapted
to this game fellow, but the moss beds along the edges seem to be
jut suited to his liking. Here he may lle in the shade of the moss
and walt the coming of the shades of evenung to go forth to feed.

The Omaha Rod and Gun club went through its formation
period from 1506 to 1908, when a complete reorganization was ef-
fected and the club put upon a business basis. The reorganized elub
started with a small membership and $12,000 in debt. Now the club
is one of the most prosperous in this section of the country. It has
& membership of 760 members in good standing. It owns the land on
which the club is located. It has a temporary club house, with plans
well under way for a new house. It has locker and canoe houses for
its members, tennis courts, a base ball grounds, bathing beach and
fifty steel boats, twenty-five of them having been bought new this
spring.

Members of the club are just awakening to their opportunities
and the thirty cottages, forty new cunoes, fifteen sallboats and fif-
teen new motor boats show the way in which the members are pre-
paring to enjoy the hot summer evenlngs in the cool breezes which
blow across the lake, The rowboats are always ready for the use of
the club members, but the sall and motor boatd are individual prop-
erty of the members. New docks were built this spring for boat land-
Ings and the beach dyked with real dykes, and not merely ripraping
a8 has been tried before. "

Bathing at the club is a real pleasure as the water s at all times
clear and clean, sxcept after several days of high wind. The bathing
beach has been prepared by dumping 800 loads
of river sand op the lce and letting It settle,
glving & hard/ clean bottom. This beach Ia put
to good use by the cottagers, who take a plunge
morning and evening, and also by the other
members, who keep their bathing sults {n the
260 lockera of the locker house. On any hot
evening several hundred members may be seen
enjoying the cool, refreshing water, which is
freshened at all times of the year by an pver-
flow of water through sand from the Missourl
river, At no season of the year is the water of
Cut-Off lake stagnant. Bathers have noticed
numerous sprivgs in the bottom of the lake,
which also assist in keeping the water fresh.

Decoration day is fixed as the date for the
formal opening of the club, and the members
who delay thelr visit until that tkme will not
know their own elub so many and radieal are
the changes which have been wrought. The lo-
cation Is changed and the other lmprovements
are so many that it looks llke a new resort. A
program of water sports will oceupy most of the
afternoon and will include swimming, rowing,
canoelng, tub racing, salling and distance diving.
A band will be on hand during the afternoon and
in the evening a musical program will be ar-
rangad, and danasing will haln ta il In the aven-
Ing’s fun. Before the opening the grounds will
be lighted with slectric lights end the entire plot
made us Hght se day,

The officers of the club are: John A. Scott,
prealdent; Willlam 8. Sheldon, vice president;
A. F. Bloom, secretary; A. P. Whitmore, treas-
urer, Board of diregtors: Fred L. Goodrich,

“HEADER"™ |

No. 1, Members of the Rod and Gun Club; No. 2, “Lagy Lodge,” the Summer Home of Alfred Morris; No. 8, Scene on Cut-Off Lake on a Rod and Gun Club Social Day; No. 4,
Lake; No. 5, Algonquin Lodge, Another of the Pleasant Sum mer Homes at the Lake; No. 6, Gelting Ready for a Morning on the Lake; No. 7, Tub Race.

BCENES AT THE ROD AND GUN CLUB BEACH ON CUT-OFF LAKE,

J. Jerlery Davey, T. H, Welrich, J. C. Youngs, ¥. B. Holbrook, J, F.
Prentiss, Sidney W. Smith. On account of the rapld growth of the
club it was this year deemed advisiable to appoint a house secretary,
to always be on hand and to have general supervision of the work
at the club and take care of the accounts of its members For this
position G. O. Francisco, on account of his well known abllity, was
seledted, and membera will find that club matters are well taken
care of, '

The Omaha Rod and Gun club has spent a large sum of money
in dredging out the weeds and slit from the shore of the lake along
its water front, and {s willing to share in further expense as soon
4s the city buys a dredge, as dredging can be done at a small ex-
pense ih the lake after the machine is once purchased. Swift and
Company has also benefited the club to & great extent {n cutting the
weeds that grow In the lake. The packing company wishes the weeds
out of the way to bave a clear field for its fec cuttlng season, and
this also clears the water for the benefit of boats and bathers. Weeds
grow most prolifically in the lake and unless crippled {n thig way
grow in many places to the surface of the water,

Before the formal opening of the ¢lub a cafe will be In operation
for the use of the members, who may either telephone out their or-
dars for dinner or order and have thefr meals ready for them after
returning from & swim or a row on the lake. This will be a great
addition to the comfort of the club members, and when the new
club house s completed a more elaborate cafe will be (nstalled. While
the club membership is 750, the familles of the members are glven
the privilezes of the club, and this makes it &
most popular place, All the gpaclous room Is
needed for the crowds which so often congregate
to spend the evening.

Not only has the club been making improve-
ments within its grounds, but the surrounding
nelghborhood has greatly fmproved
during the last year The city of Omaha Is pre-
paring to spend the $50,000 given by Mrs. Levl
Carter In fitting up a besutiful park on the op-
posite slde of the lake. A race track has been
built In the vicinity ot the ¢lub grounda. Court-
land Beach will be opened this year, which will
necessarlly give o much better car gervice to the
club. The Young Men's Christian asgsociation
is bullding an athletiec field in the neighborhood
of the club. BSome of the resorts which were a
nulsance last year have been cleaned out and are
po longer a menace to the pelghborhood. The
street rallway company has extended {ts lines to
the very doors of the club, giving splendid car
service, and the genergl atmosphere of the sur-
roundings has been greatly improved,

During the last few months the club has been
acquiring couvsiderable property by purchase
that Its home may be permanent and that It may
not have to move at the whim of some lapdlord.
A tract of some elghieen acres has been secured,
which will provide & permanent home, and more
ground Is belng considered; {n fact, the club has
an option on some adjacent property. These
grounds e high above the water of the lake
and make an excallent plat for club purposes.
Flans are now belng drawn by the architects for
s club bhouse, which, when bullt, will give the
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club as fine & home a8 any out-
door clulr in this section of the
country. When the new club
house {8 bullt the club will have
most commodious quarters, when
used in connection with the bulld-
ings already owned, With the
idea of a new club house in view
the old elub house has been maoved
to a site east of the place It orig-
inally occupled, and the new one
will be placed where the old house
stood.

A rough draft of the plans
show the new club bouse to be
about seventy feet long and forty
feet wide, and 8o designed that in
the future large wings may be ad-
ded to any slde, The new house
may also be used as a wing for a
larger bullding in the future and
atill preserve the architectural
beauty of the bullding.

The maln room of the new club
house will be & bBuge lobby,
which Is the first room to enter.
It will be finished with rafters exposed, and will be pro-
vided with a Iarge fireplace. On one silde will be the
club’s office and men's rooms, and on the other slde will be
the swomen’s parlor and rest rooms. A large, expanslve porch, all
screened, will surround the entire building, making a splendid loung-
ing place for the members, whore they may sit In the shade and en-
Joy the cool lake breczes and have a fine view of the lake, which s
nearly always dotted with sall, row and motor boats. 2

Members of the club have great sport at the lake. Hundreds
own their own canoes, and this form of boating is fast trandplanting
the roawboats. SBome fast pallboats are kept at the lake, and last
year some of the record boats from Manawa, owned by Omaba sall-
ers, were moved from Manawa to Cut-Off lake. The lake glves a
lonk sweep for sallboats and no matter which way the wind Is blow-
ing there {8 ample room for & long sall. The lake is in the form of a
horseshoe, and the long stretch of water makes a splendid place faf
racing, and many impromptu races are run during the summer.

Water carnivals have become popular st the lake and each
Fourth of July a big carnival Is held of the Venetian order. Last Year
a large steamboat was gecured and over 100 sall and rowhoats, all
liluminated, were pulled around the lake at night, glving the appear-
ance of a huge seaserpent winding its way along the waters.

Soclal features of the club are attracting more and more atten-
tion each year and the cotiagers have many a soclal session at the
sumptuous club house, when the members join In music and dance,

Just now crapple fishing 1s at its height and many good catches
are made each day at the lake. All softs of fishermen patronize the
“pond” and secure their reward in greater or less degres. The
great bass will soon be biting and the expert fisherman can find am-
ple exercise for all his skill with line and lure in the killing of these
sports of the clear, cold waters. The wily old black bass has points
that excel, perhaps, those of any other fresh water swimmer, not
even excepting the trout of song and story. No one knows so well
as does the man who has angled (o vain the wisdom of one of these
veterans of many seasons of fly and frog, The ealm Indifference
with which a big bass will lle In & shady place and lazily eye the
proflered bait {s about as exasperating as any such thing can well be,
At times this fellow wiil hungrily bolt even a bit of red flannel, and
then he will not be tempted by the daintiest of morsels, Now his
taste runs to frogs, and then he wants flies, and sometimes he wants
one kind of fly and sometimes another. He feeds In the morning
and In the evenlng, and during the day he gsnoozes In the shade and
disdaing as a rule the suggestion that he come out and be caught,
And mayhap his Imperinl stomach craves employment, and he will
charge on his prey at any thne, even high noon K Is sluply up to
the angler to determine If poesible the psychologleal attitude of Mr.
Black Bass and take him accordingly. Ho has heen caught with
worms when he wouldn't touch a fly or a frog, and at least ons was
caught on & trot line when the most expensive of expert outfits bad
proven useless in an effort to overhaul him, But when he 1s hooked

a Placid Evening on the

he ylelds only after he has exhausted every other means and the fiah- -

erman fairly earns his prize,

It is this sport that adds zest to the days at Cut-Off In the sum-
meér time. Fish Commissioner O'Brien appreciates the advantage
of the lake and keeps it well stocked with flne fish, and under the
protection of the atate officials and the Rod and Gun club it is be-
coming more and more a paradige for anglers every year.

And when the hot season comes, and sun beats down from above,
the Nsber can join the fiah in the water, and the heat of summer will
be forgotten as the cool water embraces the weary limbs, and in the
awlm will be found new vigor and zest for lfe.
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