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The Increased tariff on lemons does
not apply to the political variety,

missloner? Don't all speak at once.

Try to imagine that Bryan birthday
dinner without Mayor Jim there, If
you can,

Reports from Georgia Indicate that
Jack Frost js Indulging his appetite for
peaches. ;

The author of "Tara-ra-ra Boom-de-
ay’" ia dead, but the evil that men do
lives after them, \

still unfit for hostilities in the Balkans.
It is always cloudy in the Balkans.

New York announces that It now has
a population of 4,422,000, including
a faw direct lineage Knlckerbockers.

The new tariff Increases the rates on
perfumeries and fancy soaps. It should
be made prohbibitive on some of them.

New York is now preparing to wit-
ness a finlsh contest bhetween the
“Black Hand' and the law's "Strong
Hand."

A New Jersey janitor has petitioned
the school board to reduce his salary.
Bchool janitors are subject to lnsanity
the same as other persons,

Mr, Roosevelt might nticoud and
even by publishing some ° memoirs"
telling the real facts about his rela-

tions with some of his critics.

S ————
it is never so dull in Washington but
the
resignation of Chief Justice Fuller and
two or three of his associates.

The Match trust reports that its
profits were larger in 1908 than in
1807, Folks do not economisze on
matches even in panicky times,

The Baltimore American ls-discuss-
ing “Why Canmon Won." It is best ex-
plainad by the fact that he got more

teg¢ than were cast for Champ Clark.

Mr. Carnegle has sent a diplodocus
to the King of Italy. Mr. Carnegle may
rup shart of libraries occasionally, but
his supply of diplodocuses seems yn-
limited.

The new tariff blll provides that
fence postis shall be admitted free. That
should be good news to the democrats
wha bhave lots of fences that need re-

palring.

George Gould has been saying a lot
of compilmentary things about Mr,
Harriman. The country may know
what to expect if these men get real
thummy,

“What is the difference between the
Irishman of today and the Irishman of
tfty years ago?!” aaks the Detroit
News. Well, fpr one thing, he is fifty
rears older. )

“The democratic World-Herald says
‘the infamy of Cannonlsm' was
“thanks to Tammany Hall,” Is this
he same Tammany Hall met by Bryan
it the Lincoln raflway ststion with
hanks for his Denyer nomination?

The constitutiouslity of the deposit
qusranty law that is to §o on the Ne-
yraska statute book was questioned by
wod Iswyers while

The White House.
One thing which President Taft's
mespage 1o congress has done, besidos
directing attention to the need of “arifl
revision, Is to give notlce that the ut-
fielal title of the official exscutive resi-
dence will remaln ''"The White House."
The message in-so dated alouguide of
the prosldent's signature and it mny be
taken for granted that the same deslg-
ration will be retained and used in all
the official communications while Mr,
Taft remaing at the head of the gov-
ernment, Thie pute at rest all the talk
about the supposed Intention of the
new preaident to emphasize his ad-
vent by going back to the '"Executive
Mansion,” which was discarded by
President Roosevelt in preference for
“The White House,” By the time this
designation I8 carried through two or

become a fixture that will eling to the
bistoric bullding that serves an the
thode of our presidents as long as the
structure shall stand.

As alreddy stated “The White
House" appeals to us as belng more
distinctive and characteristic as a
name for the official residence of the
chief executive of a great republic, be-
cause there are executive mansions In
nearly avery state capital and It sim-
plicity also contrasts more strongly
with the royal palaces and imperial
castles that house the monarche of the
old world. The president of the
United States Hves in ““The White
House.”

Omaha's Charter.

By the passage of the charter
amendment bill through the iwo
houses, with the smergency clause and
the assured approval of It by the gov-
¢rnor, Omaha must take stock to see
what It gets in the way of charter
changes from the present legislature.
From the standpoint of the adminls-
tration of city aftaira the charter bill
makes few material changes. The
principal results will be simply by way
of increasing the salaries of certain
offelals and employes, making higher
limits on the amount of money that
may be expended for differemt pur-
posea and raising the 1imit of bond in-
debtedness in a few directions. The
franchised corporations are tenderly
treated and the rallroads get the titles
to the streets, which they have gob-
bled pérfected.

Politieally the charter bill addse five
offices to the list of elective city offi-
c'als. Four police commissioners,
formerly appointed by the governor,
are to be elected without restriction
a8 to all aMliating with the same po-
litical party. The city englneer,
formerly appoilnted by the mayor, is
likewise to be elected, The charter
bill, however, does not amend the pri-
mary law, and the consequence being
apparently that candidates for these
newly-made elective offices are barred
from filing for primary hominations

voterg at the election as petition candi-
dates. It that {s the case, we will
bhave an experiment on a small scale
of choosing public officers without
party labels. Petition candidates for
eity offices must fle their papors
signed by 200 voters not later than
fifteen days before the election, so
there need be no great hurry to get
Into the seramble that is sure to come.

Bo far as working any reform in the
management of police or fire depart-
ments, or in effective control of public
works, we doubt very much whether
making police commissioners and city
engineer elective will bring any bene-
ficlal results, but that, on the con-
trary, it will throw them more into
politics and make for disorganization
and demoralization.

The Nerve of Castro.

The eminent nerve specialist among
statesmen, Cipriano Castro, late dicts-
tor of Venesuelan and later a tempor-
ary resident of “Berlin, has thrown
something of a scare Into the diplo-
matic camp of the world by announc-
ing that he will take the steamer sall-
ing from Bordeaux on March 28 for a
westward voyage, with his ultimate
destination as Caracas, the Veneznelan
capital. As wily as a fox when spring
chickens are ripe, Castro is not going
direct to Venezuela. He will land at
gome West Indies port and await his op-
portunity to make a dash into Vene-
guela when the spirit of revolution is
abroad in the land, in the hope of re-
gaining his lost prestige and position
as ‘““the Wasp of the Andes,” the
stormy petrel of South American poll-
tice.

civilization do not possess a fondness
for Castro, but they can not withhold
their admiration for the sheer nerve
of the man. He worked his way from
the position of bull whacker to the
head of the Venesuelan government
and for eleven years exercised a dicta-
torabip that was a model of its kind.
He yuarreled with all of the clvilized
nations of the world, narrowly escaped
war with France and Germany and
ruled things with a high hand until a
few months ago when the condition of
his "health’ demanded his sudden de-
parture for Germany. He gave up
averything but his bank account of
$60,000,000 and hurried off to see the
doctors. After his departure, the
populace of Venssuels tore down his

statues in the public places, burned
his palaces, sent most of his rela-
tives to exile and made It ap-

pear that Castro had worn out his
welcome on Vanesulean spll and that
they would be delighted to hang him
phould he venture to return. Amother
man was elected president; peace was
restored with the civilized unstions of
the world, and, 80 far as Caslro was
concerned, everybody Ian Venezuela
joined the “Forget It* club.

Castro, however, refuses Lo follow

Wil may be declared uncomstitutional [the precedent of former South Ameri-

iped it Along,

oS

cun rulers. Ho & unwilling to take his
~

three administrations, it will doubtiesr |
ic'rlllla" and John Bull 18 Indulging In
| the luxury of another war scare, all be-
| cause it has devbloped that King Bd-

and must this time come before the

People with a moderate claim to |

”

gains, well or |1l gotten, and live In
lixury In some European capital. He is
going mik to Venesueln, At least he s
golng to locate In some neutral inland
and hatoh his plots against the time
when he may be able to march Into
Caracas at the head of & victorious in-
surgent army and start the trouble all
over again. So while the nations of the
world tay desire to support President
Gomez In the new regime, Castro will
be scheming and lying In wait for op-
portunity’'s knook and those who have
been congratulating themselves upon
baving gotten rid of the most trouble-
some character in South Amervican
politica may awake some morning to
find that they have reckoned without
thelr host.

Britain's Nl?l-l_ Scare.

Engiand has another “national

ward's warllke nephew, the German
kalser, has been rushing naval con-
slruction in such way that Germany
promlises to have by the end of another
year a8 many new and powerful ships
a8 Great Britain, 8ince the British Ad-
miralty, has made this humilisting
confesson, “The German Peril” is dis-
turbing the waking hours and haunt-
ing the dreams of every loyal Briton.
It has been for vears England's alm
to maintain a two-power navy, that is,
a navy equal to that of any other two

foreign nations. The discovery that
the “blundering lords of the Admlir-
alty’” have allowed the Germans to
steal & march in naval construction
has aroused a sterm of Indignation
which threatens to overwhelm the

radlical party. A direct vote of censure
is threatened against Premier As-
quith in the Parliament and business
men are calllng mass meetings to pro-
test against this risking of the safety
of the natlon, The protest has focased
In a demand for eight “Dreadnoughts’™
in place of the four provided in the
Year's csfimates and it may be takom
for granted that the shipbullders are
doing nothing to quiet the people alk ng
that line,

The cxcitement aroused by the pres-
ent crusade for a bigger navy
doubtiess result inm the addition of
another burden to the British people
In the form of an increase of 'he al-
ready exeessive tax rate. There 8 a

{ big defieit already and the millions
| that are being demanded for the pay-
| meut of the “old age” pensions have

bankrupted the treasury and placed
the government in & most embarrass-
Ing plight, If the party Iin power re-
fuses to grant the proposed naval In-
creases it will probably be defeated at
the polls. If it provides for additional
naval expenseg and the demanded ia-
crenses ¢f the army budgets, the re-
guit wiil be the tmposition of sucn
heavy taxes that the taxpayers may be
foreed to revoit and drive the party
from power on the charge of extrava-
gance, The entire situation may prove
beneficial by directing the attention of
the big powers of the world to the fact
that there must some day be a halt
in naval expansion and a lessening of
the appropriations for militarism,

In & brief career of forty-nine years
Mr. Bryan has been defeated three
times for the presidency. No other
man has ever achieved this record, but
instéad of belng content with the
unique distinction, Mr. Bryan seems
merely to have acquired the habit.

A Missouri judge has decided that a
man {8 not working when he is doing
chores around the house. Perbaps
that's the reason the average man in-
sists on doing the work and allowing
his wife the recreation of dolng the
chores,

The democratic congressman from
this district has been put on a commit-
tee to formulate rules for the demo-
cratic caucus. His constituents should
be duly thankful for this great service
ceriain to bring them untold benefits,

A leading theatrical star in New
York has started a campalgn to induce
oongress to provide for raising the bat-
tleship Maine, Congress should act
as the Maine has been used long
enough for advertising purposes.

Speaker Cannon declares that ihe
house ean change its rules whenever it
wants to do so., It appears, however,
that the house does not change Ws
rules very much because Speaker Can-
uon won't let it

It i announced that the differences
between the United States and Vene-
suela have been "“settled forever”
Down Venezuela way "“‘forever'" means
any time more than two weeks and less
than a month.

John Waesley Gaines of Tennesses
caught such & cold at the Inaugural
that he has not been able to talk any
since. That's one Argument against
the proposed chauge In the date of the
inauguration.

If the present democratic mayor and
council have made such & Iaudable
record as they clalm, vhy isn't the
World-Herald boosting for the re-
pominationof Mayor Jim?

The Illinols legislatare has decided
that Uncle Adlal Stevenson was not
elected gavernor of that state last No-
vemher. Uncle Adlal will' now try to
look surprised.

Sulll, it wili be but & few weeks until
the wise doctor will be making himself
more popular by preseribing summer
resort trips for his patients who can
afford them. .

All Im the Alr.
Baltimore American.
With one member calling another a fake,

and another retorting with a charge of

T'HE OMAHA DY BEE: MONDAY,

will |

paresin, It i 10 be fearsd that gentle
rourtesy And Brotherly love In the house
this seasion of congroas are going to “step
vety.

The lrony of Fashien,
New York World
The irony of naming tha O-hutton
dressen ecclestanilcal gowns will become

evident, from the remarks prevalent., when
the services of husbands are called into
roquisition te button them.

Law =ss sn “Nxact Sclence.”
Loulsville Courler-Journal,

When wo see one judge Inflicting a fine
of 19,000,000 and another judge In the same
case throwing It out of the court on the
ground of Insufficlency of evidence, it Is

nol strange that there I8 still some skep- |
ticlsm am (0 the claim that the law is an |

axact sclence,

Thus We Stumble Along.
Philadelphia Record.

Flatterers will be fistterers. A little
while ago they ware fulsome In their lauda-
tlons of the slogquence, wisdom and literaty
style of the vast and voluminous message
of President Roosevell. Now they con-
Eratulate Prosident Taft on his brevily and
declare that long messages are never read,

A New Regime.
New York Sun.

The president has Inaugurated a new re-
Kime which cannot be developed In haste
or without deep thought. It promises much
to the south and much to the administra-
tion. It palnis tp the extinction of anclent
repentments and asperities and given homt-
agoes for a lasting pence between the seo-
tions.

Inaccarncien of Jingolsm.
Plttsbtirg Dispatoh,

Admiral Tirpits of Germany denles there
has been any accolération of the German
naval bullding program, as oharged In the
British Parllament. He says Germany will
bave but twelve batlleships of the Dyead-
naught class instend of seventesn or twen-
ty-one, as the Britlsh statesmen  have
averred. Bo this Intest British excuse for
more armament appears no belier founded
than Secretary Blrrell's trepldation over
President Taft's insugural.

Dincrediting ts Workns,
New York Tribune.

The Simplified Spelling bourd s sending
out postal cards sollciting pledges from
thoss who recelve them that they will use
In thelr correspondence, an far as I» prac-
ticable. the simpler spellings which have
been recommended by that board, And yet
In 1ts own correspondence, an those very
cards, the board lgnores It own recom-
mendations and sticks ta the old style spell-
ing which It profess2s to regard as cumber-
some and unworthy of an enlightened
people.

Will Edward Stand Corrected t /
Boston Herald.

Eighty mililon people have stopped spend-
Ing money and are now busily engaged in
making It and saving it, says Mr. Harri-
man. That is putting 1t too sweepingly.
Wera 80,000,000 of our people to stop spend-
ing money, business would come to an
Abrupt and widespread standstill, including
that on Mr. Harriman's railroads. What
the sminent railroad man and finanbler
probably means Is that the peoplé are mak-
Ing and =aving more than they are spend-
Ing. That In salutary and helpful.

“There's Many a Slip,” Ete.
New York Bun,

With characteristic unselfishpess Mr.
Willlam J. Bryan hopes that some other
democrat than himself will ba called to
succeed Henator Blmer J. Burkett, whose
term expires on March 3, 1811; but If It

ust be, Mr. Bryan would accent a nomi-

tlon. This devotion to the peopls’s cause
raminds

us that Mr, Bryan was of the
same mind In I, when thers wus a fusion
on the legislative ticket, But his hopes

were blighted; the fusionists elected only
ning mombers of the legislature—none to
the penate; and Mr, Burketl, whom Mr.
Bryan Is willing to replace in 1811, was
chosen senatlor.

VANDALISM AT THE CAPITAL.

Souvenir Fiends lrreparably ﬂlltl.-
ure a Statue.
Washington Btar,

Bome time during the Inauguration rush
& vandal attacked one of the marble sta-
tues at the main entrance on the east
side of the capiiol and carried AWAYy nas
trophles an ear and & part of the nosa.
The wtatue is irreparabiy disfigured, and
the misoreant who did this work has now
In hia possession two pleces of white
stons which will he wholly without mean-
Ing to those beholding them untll it is ex-
plained that they represent wantonness.
They are souvenirs of a crime. & pecy-
Hariy despicable form of theft. Thelr pos-
BesNOor must be an abnormal person Lo de-
rive plessure from them,

Bome pity le felt for the man who steuls
In order to sustain his own life or to pro-
vide necessities for his family. Ths pro-
fessional thief, who makes a business of
taking other people’s property, commands
smme degree of respect, however dangerous
he may be and whatever the severity of the
penalty lmpossd upon him when he s con-
vieted of his crime, Bul for the man who
steals uselessly, who steals not from need
or from deliberate cholee of n means of
liveithood, but from the mean motive of
self-gratification, and who In stealing do-
stroys historical or artistio objects beyond
repiacement or repair, there is the deepest
contempt. He lacks the courage of the
professional and the piteous inapimation of
the destitute. He in an egotist without

conslderation for others. Ha In morally
debased.
One IN effect of vandallsm 1is that |t

necessarily lessens the pleasure of all per-
sons who follow Lhe thief. Thé museum of
rellos that has been looted by the souvenir
“"eollector” Is never again so Inleresting
or instructive to the world. The work of
art that has been mutilaled by the loss
of & member Is never beautiful por Inspir-
Ing. The gape that are left In ths collec-
lon or the scars on the statue (#ll only
too eloquently of the work of ruthless
hands and teach no other lesson than the
obvious one that vandalism is & corime not
yot éradicaled from humanity by civilising
Influencos,

Furthermore, vandallsm ocontinued may
compel the guardlans of public art works
o remove them from the réach of Lhe
chippers and cutters. Enjoymant of them
by the people who respect Lhem s lessened,
perhaps checked aliogether The wvandal
#tva no thought to the harm he ia doing
eountless others who know how to carry
saway with them mental souvenirs of thelr
conlact with beautiful things, memories
that live and inspire recitals for the pleas-
ure of others and Lthe spread of the fame

' of artistic creations

Washington has suffered severely from
the vandals who have vislled the city at
times of greal congestlon. The capitol
bears many marks of their malevolent min-
istrations and the Washington monument
shows & permanen! record of & great num-
ber of such desscrating enterprises. The
Jocal eourta always deal! severely with the
offenders when they are caught. Perhaps
it may be necessary to post placanis cone
spicuously st the points of public interest
reciting the law provided for thes punish-
ment of vandajs'
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Al‘OLlnd hew York American Expert Wanted to Show [ An Eesnomio Prablems In Nationnl
Farmers the Way. Fire Loases, |
Ripelen reemt Boston Transcoript, Wall Berect Journa
(1] l-.‘.:. ‘::l o:nn A:l!g 1t s reported (hat Leonard B Clore It might almost be salil it we bulld
Matropolis from Day to Day. of Indiana, the corn king of the wesl [only to burti, Our losses By fire ln N8
who has distanced all competitors n Lhe | amounted to LT per capita. as ARalnel
prized he bBas taken al wirld's Taire and | an avernge of about 2 cents tor Frange
Willlum Losb, jr., recentiy shunted from | yther cxponitions for his success In Lhie S Germany, [aly, Bwitgeriand, Austria a¥il
the White House to the collectorship of the crop, has besn offered $4.000 a year Ior | Deamark comblodd, In Germany alse the
port of New Yerk, diaplays at his new post | three veara and his traveling OAPENACS | per caplia never fises ahove 49 oenta and
the habits of actlon meguired Auring the {by the csar to go among the Husslan | in some yeoars has fallen an low as 12
soven years he served am secretary to the | farmers and Instruct them In the pro= | centa
president. New York papers say he In| duction of Indlan corn Thin Indicates Bome striking flEures bearing on this
sirietly Rooseveltian in disposing of callers | that the sutocrat of all the Runsias has | subhiect are presgnted “ by an (nsurance,
One day last wook a typical crowd of bug- |had another tucld interval, though the expert in the Popular Secisnce Monthly
mern fliled the lobby benches. Only a | compeonsation offered Is hardly wo princel¥ | sncording to his statintics the fiew bulld-
favored few got aa far an his private office. | B8 to tempt & King of corn growers 10 | hee srgotod, togotlier With improvements
The others were disposed of In r!pir‘l-f’lNI leave his home comforts and bhecome nnlum‘ repairs to old ones In the 1nited
Interviews of an avernge of one man a | *VANES! of Industrinl promperity for ngtls | giaies Guring the year 1908 cost $510,000,-
minute. In twelve minutes fifteen men had | “WItural Rusaia. 1t I8 not  surprising | pn while bulidings: destreynd by tire i
mat the colléctor, mumbled a word or two that the attention of foreign countries

and slid out. “Glad to see you,” mald Mr.
Losb, shaking hands with ihe flrst man;
and before the latter had a chance to say
anything Mr. Loeb shoak the hand of the
second man, and continued about the room,
while a one-sided dialogus was rattled off
ax he went by the sitters. "“Gilad to see
Yes, good-byo,” he sald. Then Mr.
IRoonevelt's former secretary went back Lo
his office and the room was cleared of
visltors.

Among the Talt enthusiasts
ten ta march through snow and slush to do
honor to the new presideni, relates the
Tribune, was a youthful amploye of ona of
the big department stores, who went us ons
of the musiclans in & juvenile band, John
had left no one In his department In ignor-
4nce of (he part he was to play In the in-
suguration ceremontes, and as he was leav-
Ing work to start for Washington one of
his superfors said to him, by way of a final
bit of ehaffing, "Well, John, don't forget
to give my regards to the prasident.”” The
membars of the band had the honor of
soronading the prosident In the esst room
At the White House, and when the musle
stopped he eaxpressed his thanks for the
compliment. Then out stepped John from
the ranks and sald, with only one or twao
quavers In his volee: “"Mr. President, Miss
Hlank asked ma to remember her to you."
“Miss Blank?"' sald the president. “Who Is
Ming Blank?' “Why," usald John, "ahe s
the head dresamaker at Blank & Blank's "
Even the president's gravily was upsst for
an Instant. Then he recovered himself and
aald: “You will please thank Miss Blank
and say to her that the president rends her
his best regardn."” 8o, on his return John
proudly dellvered the president’s moessage,
and he Insista if there la any Jake in the
Incldent It lsn't on him.
—

A thin man with some halr and a fat
man with scarcely any sat opposite, each
other in & subway express train. At
Beventy-aeoond strect the thin man poked
the fat man one on the shina with a cane

"I ste you've grown n new hair smince
we mat jast,” he shouted. “Helps business,
1 msupposs.*

“You're a lar!" bellawed the earpulent
Individual. “1 don't know you, We never
met, ond T hain't gt & new—""

“Oh, yes, we've met hefore.' interruptod
the other, “You tried to sell me B patent
electrf® hafr brush in 1908 You had six-
teen hairs for'ard and thres aft then. Now
you've got seventesn-—''

But the semihuiriess one had fled to the
statlon platform.

—

A woman dressed in a ologe-fitting tallor-
made gown entered the Wall Street en-
trance to tha Mills bullding, & little After
3 o'clock Thursday afternoon followsd by

A large erowd, attracted by the ory of a

mtroat gamin that the woman was wearing
® sheath gown. The erowd continued to
grow long after the woman had found ref-
uge in the bullding. 1t fllled the hall of the
bullding and extended out Into Wall street
far enough to Interfere with trafflc. The
palica stepped In at this stage and helped
the attendants of the Mills bullding to
clear the hall, while the woman stayed in
a telephone booth near the Exchange
place antrance. After the crowd had been
pushed out Inte Wall street it llned up on
both wides of the street, men and boys,
and a few women on the outakirts and
walted for the reappesarance of the woman.

The woman who was the unwilling ob-
Ject of the erowd's attention d4id not agalin
appear on Wall street, but escaped from
the bullding by another entrance, Mean-
while the pollcemen good naturedly stood
by untll the crowd dwindled away.

——

Among thosa who toak part In the cele-
bration of the Irieh saint’'z day was one
resldent of the East alde, who marched
under the green flag because he lost a
wWARer a year ago, when the Jewlsh feast
the Purim waa cclebrated on 81. Putrick’s
day. One of his Irish nelghbors agreeid then
to cclebrate with him If he would retum
the compliment, and the man who got
“tired” Mrat was to jJoin the other this
year, when the festival days did not come
on the same date. Tho Russian was no
mnatch for his Irish friend in the way of
celebrating, and, anticipating his appear-
ance In the parade he roosived for some
time befora all kinds of 8t. Patrick's day
decorations, some of which he wore, 1"l
get my revenge in 1913 sald the loser, "for
then theres will be a Purlm parade all over
the country—the festival falls that year
on Febryary 20."

Annoupcsment has been made by the
editors of the Messenger that this mage-
gine will be replaced In Easter weak by a
pew periodioal, which will be s Oatholle
review under the title America Tho new
periodical, It s announced, "proposes Lo
preserve and expand the popular fealures
of the Messenger.” Among the editors and
contributors will be John J. Wynne, Prof.
Francis C. Betten of Bt. Louls university,

Lewis Drummond and Viee President
Michael J. O'Connor of Crelghton unls
versity.

The latest department of health statis-

tiem mive Greater New York a total popu-
lation of G4ZL88, distributed as follows:
In Munhattan, 2.2008M; Rropnx., X¥7 658;
Brooklyn, L2900 Queens, BL580: Rich-
mond, 71,668, Bvery day during 1908 an aver.
age of M5 bables were horn, 1R couples
were married and ¥ people dled, The
number of persons arviving In New York
from forelgn countries last year was 1.1, -
4. The number of new famlilies loeating
here was 11,000,

A Perilous FProposition,
Pooria Journal.

The lllinols Yegislature hax & bill that,
It 18 sajd, hus & falr prospect to bevome
a law, which prohibits any drunkard from
marrying In this state. It amends (he
genernl marriage law by declaring a habli-
ual drunkard Incapable of contracting mar-
riuge. A “habltusl drunkard” s defined
10 be a person who becomes (ntoxioated
twice & year or oftener. It I8 also pro.
vided that applicants for merriage licenses
shall make affidavit thal they have not
been intoxicated (wice In the preceding
year. This s & rigid resiriction. and will
materially reduce the numbsr of marrfages
in that state. There are many respeclabie
mek In good sociely and conheoted with
fashionable clubs whu are not drunkards,
but an affidavit that they had not been In-
toxicated In & year might stagger many
of them,

CORN GROWIANG IN RUSSIA,

who made | from the west
the pligrimage from Now York to Wuhins-‘

| thére

should be ntiracted to a staple that has
done so much for the United Swaten. The
wonder rather is that It has not made
Rreater headway In Enrope, whers many
fections are favorable to (ts cuitivation

At Lthe Iatest Paris exposition a special
effort was made 1o popularige our Amer-
lean malge, There was no particalar de-
sre. perbape,. to Introduce corn growing
ubroad, but rather to win fresh favor
for corn consumption, It was prepared
In the most appetising style by old
Yauntiea” from the south and by experts
It in sald that ¢corn can-
not he successfully grown above the fif-
tieth parallel of Iatitude In Europe, but
even that limiwtstion would glve Russia
& great chance to develop this addition
Lo Its agricultural resourcaes,

Al the beginning of the present oen-
firy the annuml corn crop of the world
wias estimated at about 3,000,000,000
bushels, this country being credited with
AT Average of 2,000,000,000 bushels. But
reveral timos #ince thenm we have run
far ahead of those figures, lnrge as Lhey
are During the year pecently closed
were produced 2.643,000000 bush-
cls, Even that yleld has been slightly
exceeded by two previous crops during
the last three or four years, but 1its
vialue, $1L.810,000000, (s (he highwatar
mark, leading the average for the last
five years by over 42 per cent. There Ia
no other crop in this country or in any
other country fn the world that is worth
80 much. It nearly equals the combined
value of our eotton, hay and wheat, Not
mnly the graln liself is the cornerstons
of our prosperity. but advance Is belng
made in the development of valuable by-
products and In time sven & good shinre
of our printing paper may be made from
corn fiher. There (s little danger that
the Russlan farmer, no matter how ex-
pert the ireining he may recelve, will
ever he able ta strike the pace of (he
hustling western corn grower, who I al.
rendy fixing his gaze on the 5,000,000,000
bushel mark

A CRISIS FOR TRUSTS,

Combines Tempt Faie by
Publie Sentiment.

CMeveland Leoader,

Critieal situations for individuals ar cor-
porations do not always come heralded
with trumpets. Bometimes they approach
when thore ia least ta ciuses apprehenslon—
on the surface, In one vital sense that s
the situation now with respect to the great
companies known ms trusts, and alsy, In
ks manoer, with regard to the rallroads
and other common carriers.

Thingn seem to ba golng wall with these
powerful corporations. They are ready to
profit. llke other business interssts, by ths
revival of prospority. They will be carried
along on tha full tide of trada And indus-
trinl growth. Thay have won some note-
worthy victories In the courts agnlnst siate
governments and against the natlon. It is
sasy for short-sighted trust mugnates to
feel surs that the future belongs to great
combinations of capital :

Buch conditicns create n real crisis which
endangers the existence of the trusts and
the independence of the rallroads, because
it may lead these corporations Inte suleidal
disregard of publle sentiment and hostHity
to the wil of the people. It threatens in-
funtica and arrogance, and that combina-
tlon would apell dlanster for all corpora-
tiona gullty of such folly.

In the end the country will have its way
-Alwaya subject, of courss, to the limita-
tiona of justice. In the end the trusta and
the ocommon carriers will be absolutely
compelled to wipe oul every trace of dis-
eriminations in rates or other service by
common carrlers. Their only mafety lios In
equity and rigliteousness. To deny falr play
Is to invite destruction.

Despite occasional manifestations of the
haughty spirit which goeth before a fall It
in impossible to believe thalt the men In
control of greal comblnations of caplial
can be DlIind snough Lo tempt fate by defys
Ing the deep convictions and earnest pur-
powes of the poople, in respect 1o such
evila an the court prosecutions begun by
the Roosevelt sdministration were intended
to uproot and prevent. 'That pollcy would
imply a degree of shortsightedness and
folly which seema Incredible,

The trust victories In the courts have
brought on « crisia in which the position
of corporations that defy or disrvgurd the
wpirit of just laws ls In perll-not the
atrength or efficlency of the United Staten
government,

Delfying

BTOP, LOOK, LISTEN!

Rule of 1he Road Lald Down for
Auto Gulides.
Pittsburg Dispatoh.
A very Interosting deolsion s that of the
United States circult ocourt, opinlon of
Judge Buffington, In the case of damagen

resulting from the collision of an auto-
moblle and & traln in New Jersey. The
question turned upon contributory negli-

genoe. The plaint of the auto owner fol-
lowed closely the lines of the case of the
farmer In Winston Churchill’'s novel, “"Mr,
(relwe’'s Oareer.” The track was curved at
the crossing where the damage was done;
It was obsoured by trees and brush along-
elde; the road approach was down & sharp
grade. and wo on. The suto owner claimed
the erossing was exiremely dangerous and
that he had to take a chanoe.

The court agreea with the man Injured

about the character of the crossing. But
it declines to follow the parallel of the
siory book case. Tt lLolds that Aifferent

rules apply In the case of an automoblle
than in the cass of horses and carriage.
First. the machine may approsch closely
to the tracks without danger of the horses
taking fright and running away. Becund,
the driver may leave the machine and go
forward to reconnodter. In this case the
auto could have been stopped on the east-
bound track, after the freight train had
pased, while Its ocoupania looked up the
other track 1o see If uny traine were com-
Ing.

ﬂll; I# found the driver neglected all the
precautions so dearly set forth: that he
preferred to take a chance to (aking pre-
cautious and s0 ho met disaster He s
held to have been negligent. And he not
only sndangered his own life and that of
his companion, but he endangered Lhe Hyes
of persunas om the traln, This decislon s
one well worth the remembering by auto-
mobilists, They are classed with trolley
cars and other heavy maechanieal con-
trivances, and must share with raliroads In
taking precautions againet accident. They
are not on the plans with pedewirians and
drivers of horses

BUILD TO RURANT

the same period were valued at E18000,0m
The maintenance of fire departments, high
preanure Aapparatuys, ste, for the year cost
W00 Tn the country at large during
the month of January, 188 the outlay for
new  bulldings and improvements on ald
ones amounted to 6006000, while the loases
on bulldings destroyed by fice agrrogated
mare than §M,000,60

There were, In round numbers, 14,00 fires
in the elty of New York In the vear 1M
making a loss of $7.950,000, while the main-
tenance of the fire department cost §7.000 -
). In 8L Louls there were 3300 fires, In
volving losses of 51, 28000 and ‘the cost of
the fire department was 5LOR0A To com-
pare these with forelgn conditions, we
may take the pity of Rome. which with &
population approximately Lhat of 8t Louls,
bad 290 flres in 198, with a todal losa of
A0 and a charge of only 80,00 for the
fire depariment.

Hers, then, s an cconomie problem
which, to the living goheration at least,
i guite as Important as the canservation

of the country's undoeveloped natural re.
sources. Blucational und leglstative peo
ceapes which shall afford greater security
for existitg property created by human
enterprise and o umse hy living oitlsens
are nx greatly to be dexired as measnros
which shall secure the nation's dormant
wealth to generations yet unborn,
PERSONAL NOTES,

Another rallroad eompany ordering s
esmployea o guit smoking whila on duty

It the prohibition eould only be extended
= a8 1o Include the locomntiven!

The only ‘states for which battieships
or armored eriisers have nat bean named
nre Nevada and Okinhiomu. Thess ominslim:
will =i be eorrected In the Interest of
peace In the family,

Champ Clark may be reminded of the
Gridiron elub's nuestion {o Henator Gor-

miun: “How do you Uke bLelng the demo

cratie lender?’ Answer: *'I should like It

hetter if 1| had somehody 1o follow '
EdAwin A. Brown, a rich Denver man,

who s deyvoting his time and fortune to

the investigation of the conditions of the
paor, says Washington has the worst
municlpal lodging house In the United

Blules,

Frirdrich ‘Thell, a peasant of Rauda, tn
Saxony, whose lelsure hours have besn
flavoted to the siundy of Gresk, Latin, He-
brew, Bansorit, Arabic and Gaslie, recently
celebrated his ™th birthday by beginning
to mtudy the English language,

Jonle Mansfield. old and™ helploss, I
living in a Dakota town, an ohjest of
charity, 1t is nearly forty vears sinca -
ward B, Stokes shot Jim IMsk in New
Yoark. They wera both In love with Jomsie
who was then one of thé most beautifu
women of the stage, and the erime was the
outcome of their Jealousy. In those days
Joste was Joaded with Jewelw and could .
have fortunes for the adking-—and she wan .
not backward about asking. Now-ring
down the cortain, for charity's sake

HOMELIKE HA-HA'S.

YDoessn't she ever stop talking ™"’
“Oh, yes, when nhe I8 breaking In a frosi
plece of gum.”' —Kansas Clty Journal,

“There is one admirable thing about the
present styls of feminine hat."

“Eh! What's that™

"It econceals the present
inine hair."—Cleaveland Pliin

wivia of fem-
Dealer.

“And you want your wife to vote?"

“Yes,' answersd Mr. Meeckton. “Henrl-
etta has promised that as soon as she geis
Inta politics she'll Introduce legislatlon to
muke spring hats leas sapensive.''—Wanh-
Inglon Btar,

“o you belleve In love at first sight?"

“Of course | do. What do you suppose
would happen about people’s gotting mar-
ried If thero was ary second-sight businesa
ahout 1t?'—Haltimore American,

The Mistress of the House—8he spends
all her time in the Ubrary.

“Ah, ahe In Hterary 7"

“Not especlally. Hut the cook won't al-
loew her In the kitchen and the maids don't
want her about the halls or parlors.''—
Loulsville Courfer-Journal,

travel

alr cilled aviation?

“Pop, lIsn't
“Yes, mon.'
“And o man who goes up In the alr an
aviator?

“Yas, son.'
“Then s dhe place where they keep
alrships an aviery 7' ~Baltimors Americas,

—p—

“I'm afrald I'l] nevier be able to teach you
anything, Maggle.” ‘was the despairing ut-
terunce of & Trenton woman to & new Trish
domestie. “Don’t you know that you should
always hand me notes and cards on a
salver?™”

“fure, mum, T knew,'\ Answered Maggle,
“hut I didn't know  you  did."—Harper's
Weekiy.

Nell—Those women In the corner talking
so buslly and now and then looking side-
ways at us, are critjeising a way 1 have
my halr, fixed. ”

Bess—Oh, 1 osE nbt.
Nell—=Yen, they are. 1 can tell by the
way thoy're Inoking that the old cata are

golng for my "rats”"—Baltimore American
“I've Just hean reading about the power
of the will. Tt's a wonderful thing
“"Yer | know of a will that makeén seven
ohildren and thirty-two grandchildren be-
have." —Puc

'PASSING OF THE ROUGH RIDERS

J. W. Voley In Now Yerk Times
The boys are dlsgusted, Lhe gang'es on Lhe

rud,

For things are all going dead wrong;

Bill Buffler was consul sl P oaquiod,
But now they have shoved 1 hlong.
He tit with Rough Riders # bled at San

Juan
More gore than would ¢l & pall,
His job came from Teddy, t Bl Is gone
To make ropin for & feller fRom Yale

/
And Cactusmilk Cherley who ¢ame on the
plalne
Before the Apnches and such )
Was marshal at HRedeye and many's the
brains
Boon alred at his guick m‘:;r touch,
But Cactusmilk Charley’s no gor on pay,
Hin potice jusl came by this mall, j
His Jjob came from Teddy, but Teddy's
AWhYy
And they've put in & feller from Yale

And who M griasly

beare
And wrastied wildepts with bis teeth,
Thus fittin'  himsslf © without  splittin' no
huire
for any blamed office baneath
The blue aky of heaven 1o out of his place
'x. Guvy'nor of Wahoo—i{he trall
Got too hot for him and they've turned
Luther's face
To the wall for a feller from ¥Yale.

They've got ue stampeded since Teddy In
one,

And bowles and plstols don™t go,

I've 5-.11 my discharge. from the Lunch g

n Juan, J

But t'a come down or below,
The  Fiy-ihe-Creek FoMs. and  Crooksd:

Negk J
and Death-on-the-Trafl

Laatherieg Luther,

And lumm B g
le' w vmpground nals

Bay—whers In the devil Is Tale?
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