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PUBLIC LAPRARY AT HOLDREGK

HELP8 éounty is decldedly an

Inlustrinl county, more than
auy other part of the state: it
mepsures the motive of Its
évery-day Iife by the Indus-
trial acale, The principal pro-
ducts are wheat, corn, oats, potatoes, al-
falfa and live stook. all of which are rilsed

and Aol by the farmers at o good profit.

Cirk'as of all kinds a6 well In Al parts of
the couanty, while most of the alfalfa ia
raiaed oo river bottom land, principally
along the Platte. The average production
of wheat In abilit twenty hunhels per acre,
while inmtances are common whoere thirty
bishelsa have been ealsed. Comn LVRrIEeR
twanty-fMve ushels " ere, while many
rops from meveral farmys have run as high
Hs Ity busbiele. Alfaifn as n meneral rule
rives two cutiings & year, with o total
viela of five tone per nove. All products

of the county flad ready sale and the facili-
ten

for shipping the productx to markast
art not excelled In any part of the state
AMinlta. bringes S0 per ton tha atack.
and ahén baled s value s Intreased $1L60
ey ton,

Phelpe county i situnted on the high
tabla [ahda, or upland prairle on the diyide
between the Platte and Republican river
In extent it In twenty-four miles squire
Thé only streams anvwhere in the enunty

Are In the sauthern part, and these are the

headwaters of Epring and Turkey ereeks.
The surfues of the land of the county s
eompuratively level, heing but very gently
rolling. and neurly evary acre In sumcaptible
of evitivation. The woll ia fertile and very
productive. The eounty s well adapted to
farming and o very large acreage of crops
i# planted year., The population of
the county In About 14,000,

The Plutte flver exténds along the north-
ern Border of the county, and In the ecarly
days of frelghting across the piains, long
batare the bullding of the Union Paelfio
rallroad, the old freight and emigrant road
extended mlong the extrems northern part
of the county, up the Platte river. Plum
Creek Biatlon was absut on the line bee
tween what are now Dawson and Phelps
countles. During the time of overiand
travel the freighters and emigrants poured
up and down the Piatte valley and in this
locality more daring murders were com-
mitted by the Indlans than At any other
mint on the route. Im the northwest part
of tha eounty, and on what was formerly
the olsim of Wil Dilworth, ia a grave
¥al In whieh there are fourteen graves,
the resting place of people murdered by
the Indians during the trouble of 1884 An-
other statlon on the old overland route
wus at Hopeville, towdrd the northeastern
corner Of the county, and about slght milea
west of Fort Kearny. This was a ranch
and postoffice, kept by Mowes Sydenham,
who localed at the fort (n 1558

When the Unlon Paelfie rallroad
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hulit along the northern slde of the Platle
river In the fall of 1566 the overland freight
road was abandoned, and for a few years
thera was no settlement in Phelpa county.
In the year T2 a few setllements were
‘made In the northern part of the county
and a féew homestead cialms entered. Harly
in tha year 1870 quite a heavy Immigra-
tlon commenced and a large number of
sottlers entered clalme durlng the year,
This was mestly In the north half of the
county. The first election of the county
wna called for April 3, 18T The county
ssat was located at [ ret at Willlamsburg,
but was removed I November, 1§79, to
Phelps vounty. The only eourt house ever
In existences at Willlamsburg was a Iarge
fron safe that stood out on the pralrie,
The county schoois In Phelps county have
grown Into a complete, well equipped and
high-grade system of eductional institu-
tions, efficlent In & marked degree; In fact
the chlef pride of the county Is Its schools,
No county In the state can show a smaller
per cent of lliteracy, for it 1s entirely un-
known in this county. ‘The directors of
the schools have been a sturdy, Intellectunl
people who have not lost might of the ad-
vantages and the vast importance of thoe
educational development In the rapld ad-
vance made by the country along other re-
munerative lines of activity. Phelpa eounty
has seventy-five school dfstriots In the
county, supporting a tedaching force of over
1% trained Instructors and the children of
2400 familles enjoying the best opportuni-

tien of aequlring at least the eommon
school education, The olty of Holdrege
supports a high achool of twelve grades,

AVENTE HOLDREGHE

BAST AVENUE, HOLDREGE.

and the village of Atlanta |s planning to
Install eleven grades in Its high school
County Superintendent E. E. Larson has
ehcouraged the lbrary movement untll
over two-thirds of the district schools have
libsaries, Ower 350 ohildren will attend

VIEW IN CITY PARK, HOLDREGE.

the rural schools this year.

Land in Phelps county twanty-five years
sgo was worlth In the nelghborhood of §38
per acre, but the eastern farmers could
euslly see the great possibllitles of the then
partially clvillzed west, and as the years

passed the farmers of Niinols, Indlana and
other emstern states begun to move weat-
ward and the land increased in valus rap-
1aly untll now Phelps county land ls worth
on an average of from $70 to §100 per acre.
The sod houses of the early days have

given place to modern striictures bullt ae-
oording to the latest deslgne for ocomfort
and for making ldeal homes, with most of
the Improvements found In the coity resi-
dences, Excellent roads conneot all the
towna of the county and the country dis-
triots are well supplled with up-to-date
school bulldings, with officient teachers,

Holdrege, the county seat, was Iald out
fn 1888 and has had a growth and period of
municipal Improvement In the iast three
years equaled by but few elties In the
state. It boasts of long, clean avenues,
flanked by rows of beautitul shade trees,
milea of cemént aldewalks and., curbing,
public . and private parks, 4 Carnegle M.
brary, new business blocks, which are
lookod upon as models by busineks men; a
whater system of greatly Increased capacity
and a sewer system just completed at a
cost of many thousand dollars. A good,
substantinl brick block constructed at a
cost of $10,000 was recently rased to the
ground to maks room for & modern and
artistic bullding. Holdrege has not as
cepted any obstacles, no difficulty has heen
long considered of nny serious obstruection;
but with a faith and enterprise matchless
In its persistence Its business men hava
bullt In the heart of the “great American
desart” a olty of 5,000 souls, a elity which
in its architectural benuty and stabllity
tells the history of its founder, & race of
plonesrs who have been bullders and who
have bullded well

Holdrege 18 on the main line of the Bur-
linglon from Chioago to Denver. The high
line of the Burlington runs from Holdrege
to Cheyenne, Wyo., and the line from Hol-

drego to Nebraaks Clty d8 also & Burlington
branch, ‘The three rallway lnes place Hol-
drege In a position to command an extoen-
mlve tributary trade from the wost, north-
went, southweat, south and east. Holdrege
has & good water syslem, an alectric light
plant and an Independent Llelophons ex-
change. No clty of Its class has 4 bolter
reprosentation pof church spoleties. All of
the leading fratornal and beneficiary so-
oleties are represented. The school sywtem
In mtrictly modern. Holdrege eschoola of
right are the boast and pride of lts pgoplia
A gas company has n franchise and are In-
stalling n system of gas works., Ita whole-
sale and Jobbing houses cover an axtensive
territory. The olly s the home of a largs
niumber of travellng men who locale whore
there are tha best facllities for reaching
the territory made by them. Holdregoe s o
city of banutiful homes, Many are slriking,
moat of them are attractive In architecturml
Aesign. The modern convenlenoas, sauch as
steam, hot waler, and hot alr bheat, bath
rooms and eleotric llghts, securs the home
comflorts required thess days. Well kept
awns, conoreta walks and curba, terracos,
ornamental and shade troes, all comblie to
throw a oharm of beauty and attractiveness
about the resldenca districts of the clty.

Phelps Is & county where small, farm
holdings predominate. All the orchaird and
small fruit of this seotion of the west do
well, such as apples and smaller frults.
This county at present bhas In full bearing
14,000 apple trees, 16,000 peach, 5000 plum
and 11,000 sherry trees, while noarly every
farmer In the oounty grows a Illberal
amount of strawberries for his own ume,
an well an other kinds of small frult. All
vegetables for the middlewsst are grown,
The potato yleld I8 & large surplus for
shipment.

Phelps ocounty led all other ecountles of
Nebraska in whoat yleld for three muccis-
slve yours, vis, 1008, 194 and 1906 Lt
yvear tha farmers of this county sold and
shipped out 1LI7T1,000 bushels of corn, 1,000,000
bushels of wheat and 24,000 bushels of oala,
This county aiso manufectured and ship-
ped put last year 8,883,00 pounds of flour
and 1022000 of mill feed. Last year theso
farmers sold and shipped out of the county
10,800 head of beef catile, 31,500 fat hogw
and 6,40 sheep. 'This county Is fast taking
the lesnd over other western countlies In the
dajry industry. The farmera 4t the presant
time have over 6,000 cows pm thalr farms,
and last yoar they were using 350 hand sep-
arators. Thoese farmers manufactured and
shipped out 283000 pounds of bulter and
44,000 gullons of oream, while the dressed
poultry shipped out amounted to 30,000
pounds, At the presont over 8,000 acres are
sended to alfalfa, which is relurning s bet-
ter profit than almost any other crop pro-
duced Lo Its ooNt.

In the Field of Electricity

Elecirie Frelght Servive,

ROV, J. BB WHITEHEAD of
§  John Hopkins' university, In an
article in the current mnumber
of the Popular Belenee Monthly,
contends that tha electrle en-
gine maintains Its drawing
powar better than a steam locomotive atter
the train once guine hendway. He says:
“A  typloal western freight locomotive,
welghing with Ita tender 186 tonms, can
develop continuously a drawbar pull of
WO pounds up Lo a speed of fiftesn miles
an hour. An slectric engine, welghing 10
tons, ecan develop this I up to thirty-
seven miles an hour,” and as the latter
does not pound the track soe badly as the
other It may be driven at high speed with
sreeter safety. “Fast Frelght” 8 now a
relative term. If clectricity can give it a
new meaning, equal to a galn of the dif-
ference between fifteen and thirty-seven,
it gannot beé Installed any 100 soon.

It has genernlly been assumed that the
substitute of alectricity for steam on the
existing rallroads would be practically
limited to passenger business, but with the
street car lines eager to be permitted to
Carry freight by electric power the day
should not be whelly remote when the
leamon which they teach will be adopted by
the axisting rallronds. One great Incon-
velilence in the comblned system near New
York City today comes In the effect of the
amoka of the fralght locomotives In coats
ing with an olly substance the overhead
wires on which the passenger trains depend
Thir would all be avolded by putiing the
entre service under eleotriclty.

Progress I?—I.l.ll!n..

Before the Britlabh Royal Boclety of Artas
lie other day Mr. Leon (aster delivered a

ture on "Modern Methods of Artifieial
Mumination.” The lecturér sald that, al-
though the modern tendéency waas in favor
ot the extend of the metallle Mlument
wmp, he did lieve that Lthe cerbon
fllament lamp '} bheen wholly superacded,
seperiments ha¥g shown that by soma
morifice of the life of the lamp It was pos-
#ble to obisin Increased efficlency on &
commeércial baslis, The Hopfelt lamp ex-
hibited, In which the carbon fllament waa
enciosed In an inner tube and subjected
to the pressuts e&ffect of mercury vapor,
furnished an sxample of how this might
be achieved. Under this aystem the lamp
pould be overrun without undue deterioras
tion and at a reduced curren! consumption.
Tha Eoon lamp represented a combinatian
&0 Ahe ordinary ovrbon and the metallie
Mlament lamp. Groat Improvements had
been effected lately In metallle fllament
lampe, resulting In & much Improved lum-
ination for the same sxpenditure of ensryy
end making it posstble for the Hght to be
snployed economieally under more [a-
vorable physiological conditions. This was
& point he dowired to emphasise, as those
asgoclated with lighting developments ware
Apt to pay oo rhuch attention to Inoreased
effigiency and to dlaregard the affect of
the flluminant upon sight.

Several improvements in are lamps had
slaso to be recorded, the latest development
being the employment of & dlopiric glass,
w , &8 In the Union lamp, disparsed the

in » horisontal plane and would, it

. I —

was clalmed, effect an lmprovement In
stroot lighting. Other new are lamps were
the “Jandus,” which was Iln service st the
Marble Arch, and the *“Blopdel,” which
gave an lmproved horlzontal dlstribution of
light. The Orriflamme constituted an Im-
provement In alternating current lamps.
The Iatest form of mercury vapor lamp on
the Cooper-Hewltt system wus deslgnad to
glve Instantaneous Ignitlon without tilting,
and the smaller quarts glass tube employed
in the Kuch lamp was olalmed to have the
affect of giving Increased efficlency to the
meroury are,

An Interesting guestion aross In connee-
tion with lamps which permitted the pans-
sage of a large percentage of ultra violet
rays, and It was doubtful If the physioal
effects of much rays hed been sufficlently
investigated. In the Wuphos lamp these
rays wern absorbed. The Moore system of
luminescent guses wan an interesting de-
velopment, the light belng produced by a
high voltags dlsehurge through a tube con-
taining elther nitrogen or carbon dloxide
The difficulty had béon to Alscover and to
malntaln automationily the particular vae-
uum requireéd to glve the bDest results. He
belleved that phosphorescent methods of -
lumination might eventuslly be employed
A very small quantity of radivm would
chuse a substance Lo become fluorescent
and after a tme to bocome phosphorescent
for & long period. Hée commended to ales-
tric lighting engineers the desirabllity of
following Amerioan practice and working
In conjunction with central station au-
thorities for the goneral achievement of
the Industry.

Progress ll—‘lo—ﬂrlﬂulln.

The sleotrification of steam raliroands is
not advancing st the rate that the trayvels
Ing public would like to see M, says the
Boston Transeript, but it la making some
progress. « The consulting engineer of the
1iinots Central at Chieago says the lovestl-
gntiona have thus far béen dlrected to tha
feasibllity of the ohange. Now he is en-
gaged In & study of various systems to see
which Is the best adapted 10 the local ait-
uation, Ths temper of the poople of that
eity will not tolerate & long deisy. They
havs swallowed trale smoke unill they are
tired of L. In this seotion the prediction
of Btephen D, Fleld of Btockbridge that in
tén years the main lines of raliroad In the
United States will be clectrified, I8 en-
oouraging since It the maln lnes are slso-
trified the suburban lnes, which most need
the remady, are pretty sure to be.

Mr, Flold 18 one of the ploesrs of the
trolley system and In the nest decnde he
+xpocts also to see the Borkahire and Naug-
atuck divisions of the New Haven road
changed over to this motive power, which
even In the dryest season can be malntainsd
by the falls of the Housatonic river sk
Fulls Village, Oonn. Should he prove &
true prophet, that might solve the tangled
problem that (s so troubling the people of
the westvrn part of the stata If the New
Haven elecirifles all Its service In that
mection it could hardly be prevented froun
extending ita eloctrio lines for the develop-
ment of businoss, sspecially i it had the
united co-operation of the cMigens lu such
stterprises. Where needs are so palpable
nvention will witimately flod & way.

Woman's Club

of .Holdrege and Its Busy Career

. Gossip About

Noted People

HE Holdrege Woman's clib was
organlzed In the fall of 1M,
Miss Sadle Bmith, now Mra.
Truil of Lincoln, was principal
of the Holdrege High school,
a lady of much eulture and re-

finement, who having had experience In

olub work, knew even better than did the
permanent resldents of Holdrege the need
of & woman's ¢lub and the benefita to be
derived from such an organigstion. The

Masonle hall was full of eager, enrnest

women who met In response to her oall

and Mfty-two enrolled as charter members.

It may be Interesting to note that of the

original firty-two only twenty now reside

in Holdrege and ten remaln actlve mem-
bers of the club,

From the beginning of its existence the
Holdrege Woman's club has been a band
of workers, not only for the Iindividunli
benefit to be derived from study and
friendly nasoclation, but for the real help
it mighit be in all things pertaining w the
growih and uplift of the community, having
adopted for Its molto: ‘I shall pass this
way but once; therefors, if thare be any
govod or lovely thing that I ean do, let me

do It now." ‘The publis schools have held
the first and deepesi intarest of the olub,
“for the chlldren of today are the cltisens
of tomorrow.” and the proceeds of & Turner
art exhibit were expended in pletures, one
for each of the grade rooms and two for
the high sehool room. These plctures are
fine photogravures of paintings by rectog-
nlged artists. The Woman's c¢lub has
placed manual training In the grammar
grades for one year and part of another,
The members unitedly stand ready to con-
tinue the manual training whenaver the
school board shall deem it advisable and
ars holding a reserve fund for that pur-
pose. The Woman's c¢lub has placed iron
seats In the court house square for the
comfort and convenlence of the general
publie.

The club entertalmed the fifth dlatrict
convention In 1W7, Last year It was
visited by two of the state offivera, the
state president, Mra. Cole of Omala, and
the president of the art department, Mrs,
Morey of Hustings.

Mrs, J. 1. Rhea, the prassnt treasurer of
the eclub, s now wvice prealdent of the
fifth district and s already In touch with

all the clubs of that distriet, and I8 arrang-
ing 4 program for the coming Eonvention
to be held In April at Minden.

The c¢club meets every Baturday Aafter
noon with the different members as host-
esses. There are six departments; “Child
Biudy."‘ with Mre, MceMlichael as president
this year; “Arl,"” with Mrs. A. H. Warren;
“Litorature,” with Mra, Julia Taft Bayné;
"Domestic Bclence,” with Mrs, J, A, An-
drews; "PFederstion Study,” with Mra. W.

H. Cowglll, and “History,” with Mrs
Maye Dunham. The present officers are
Mra, J. C. Blosson, president; Mrs. Frank

Parsons, vice president; Catherine Hjelm-
telt, recording seorctary; Mrs. Dunham,
corresponding secretary, and Mrs. J. L
Rhea, treasurer, Thess offlcers, together
with the department presidents, constitute
the execoutive board,

At the tuberculosis exhibit during tha
winter, the Woman's club furnishod two of
the four programa and otherwise took &
very active interest. The club with (ts
seventy-flve members s ever on the alert
and stands ready to promole any enter-
prise that might be of either clvic or
sducational advancement,

An Episoede in Cleveland's Life.

HE story of why Grover Cleve-
land 4ld not go to wuar (s told
by George . Parker In Mo-

Clure's Magasine, Mr., Clave-

land had been eoritlcised for

his order for the yéturn of the
g taken during the civil war,
sald to Mr, Purker;

“Ses how 1 am misjudged. It In charged
in the préess that I had no sympathy with
the union mrmies. When the war came
they weére three men of fighing age In our
family, We weto poor, and mother and
sisters depended on us for support, Wae
hald & family eouncll and decldod that two
of us should enlist in the unjon army and
the third stay home for the support of the
family. We decided It by drawing ouls
The two long and one shoris pleces of
paper were pul by mother In the leaves
in the old Bible. Bhe held it while wa
drew. My two brothers diew the long
slips, and at once enlisted and I ablded by
my duty to the helpless women. Later on
I was drafted and borrowed $.000 to hire
& substitute,~und |t took years of hard
work to repay that loan. Bo of three men
of tighting age, our family furnished three
reoruils for thé union army, and 1 would
have been & monster If 1 had had no sym-
pathy with that cause for which my broth-
erd weore fighting and for which I had
saorificed.”

Laca

Ulimbing the Ladder of Success.

The #ection of Frunk A. Vanderbiit as
president of the Nutional City bank of
New York, recalls one of the most plotures-
que stories of preserving up-hlll work ever
telated of & poor American bBoy. ‘Thirty
yours ago, Vanderllp was plodding away in
& machina shop out wesl, at 78 cents a day,
His father had just dled In Indlana, leav-
Ing & widow and her family with nothing
but & farm and & few hundred dollars. The
farm ocould wotl be worked to advantage, so
the young man took the place In the ma-
chine shopy as the only means of eupporting
the family. Me went at it ks & Trojan-
he still worka that way—and, Wfter & ten
hour day. came home to plod a portion of
the night over & short-hand text hook.

After saving & litile movey. he took &
year's oolise al tha University of Illinois,
and later, when serving as & newspaper
reporier In Chicago, he eupplemented this
course by atlending lectures al Lhe Unlver-
mity of Chicago. Most of his educalion,
however, was soguired la the “university
of tha wide, wide world,"” where haid
knosks are the otly atbletics that the stu-
dents are treated to.

Finally, young Vanderilp became financial
editer of the Chicago Tribune, and sovon
louk rank as one of the best finsnclal
wrilers 1o the ceuntry, He bought a part
Interest In the Chilcage Eoonomisl o JAM,
abd sorved as An Assoclale sditor of that
Journal until March i, 187, when Tyman J,
Ouage, who was than president of Lhe First
Natlonal bank of Chicago, was appointed
Bectetary and treasurer. Mr. Gage asked
Mr. Vanderllp to go to Washington as his
private secrelary. This position he re-
tained for only thres montha, aftler which
he became assle‘ant socretary of Lhe treas-
wy on Juoe 1, 1M,

In 1INl Mr. Vanderllp became s vice-presi-
dent of the bank, and on concluding, & few
months ago, to retire from active service
and become chalrman of the board. Mr.
ftiliman selegted Mr. Vanderlip aa his suo-
cespor for the presidency, So this ls bhow
the young machinlst, who was born at Au-
rora, Jll, only forty-four years ago, had
risen to the presidency of the largest bani
in the Unplted Blates,

When Roosevelt Falled.

An Arkansad man relstes that when
Prosldent Roosevelt wad in the southwest
on one of his bear hunting trips it was
found thst the dogs which had become
slck on the traln going down, would not
hunt. The preaident and the membera of
his party were greatly put put and a
search for good bear dugs was InaugULr-
ated. After tho party had suffered & good
denl of discourngement a native of the
country brought in word that 4 tiegro who
lived at the edge of a nearby clearing had
some fine bear dogs, but It was said that
there was no possibility of persuading him
W loan them to anybody.

“He will lend them to me,” mald the
president in his well known desisive man-
ner, and, mounting his horse, he started
for the clearing.

“l understand,”’ sald Mr. Roosevell when
he was met by the old coloved man in front
of his oabin, "you have some fine bear dogs,'

“Yasxr, yo' & shore right. Dem dawgs
ob mins mim de best b'ar dawgs n dv whole
bliln' ob kentry."

“1 wish,” sald the president, 'to borrow
them for & fow daya''

“NMot mauch, hoss. I nevah
dawg's out to noboddy nohow.'

“Hut you evidently do not know who 1
am. 1 am Theodore Roosevell, president of
the United Blatea.’

Al caln't help dat, boss, Ah couldn't
loen you dem b'ar dawgs of you was
Booker T. Wash'n't'n heself.”

loans dem

Lincoln's uu;:'-n-v: Speech.
The usual storles about Lincoin's (ettys-
burg speech wore told In msome of
pupors on tha moming of his anniversary,
most of them centering about ths clroum-
stance that few aof the newspapers on the
moning afier published any report of
Lincoln's address, though It was only 2%
or 30 hundred words 'n length and sithough
they wave full reports of BEdward Evereti's
two houw w' address. The lale John Russell
Young, says n wriler In the New York
Preaw, once explained this to me, and his
explanation is worth repeating, If only be-
Cause he was Lhe reprosentiative of what
s now Lthe Assoclalsd Fress, and who re-
poited the mecting, Mr. Young sald that
ho made o shorthand report of the speech,
but hesitated te put It on the wire
tause Lhe tolls to Washington In Lhose
Qaym wers sucl af o give pause to & then
feeble Inntitution ke the Amsociated Press
Morcover, notbe of ihe president's smudito s

appeared Lo appreciate the value of his
lerancs; L was a0 short and, ss delivercd
in. his high key-volce, s0 unimprossive
after the big bow-wow of Mt Everstl. The
latter's speoch was printe& In full, partly
because the printed proofs of the speech
wers in the newspaper offices tn sdvance

and required no transmission by wire

tha




