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JAPANESE BABIEB.

(Copyright, 1000, hy Frank O, Carpenter.)
OKI10=(8pecial Correspondence of
The Ben)—-lia Japan bankrupt?
The country owes allogether
mare than $1,000,00000, and lts
expannes last year were saimost
$1,000,000 a duy. The laxea on
the average are now between $15 and £ per
family, and they have been steadily in-
oreasing for the last fifieen yearr. They
ware oonalderably less than $60,000.000 In

1508. Last year they approaimated $150,000 -
o0, and much of the Increase has been
sineca the close of the RNussian war. The
exponkes of the natlon have more than

aquadrupled sincs the Chinese war, and the
forelgn loans have Jumped from wlmost
nothing to more than BS0000MA They are
now so large that the government has
called & halt and It is cutting down Its ex.
penditures, Hy the new policy Just Inaug-
urated It has chopped off a cool FOO,N0,00
and this Is to be saved during the next
fow yoars. ‘The bankers are demanding
that the exponses ba further reduced and
the whole natlon Is calling out for re-
trenchment, economy and reform.

Japan's Greatest Issume,

Everyons In Japan, from the emperor to
the poorest coolle, now realizes that the
national future is based upon the money
lasua, The country must establish a sound
oradit If it ia to hold Its place among the
nations. As It Is now It has one of the
best armies of the world. It has more
than 0.0 soldlers, with almost 70000 of-
fiters. It has more than 8,000,000 tralped
men who could be drafted into the rankas
sl a woek's notics and 1t 18 adding half a
mllllun_ young men to its avallable foroes
overy year. Every boy is belng drilled so
that he can form an efflclent cog In the
tighting machine of the future, and alto-
gother its human military material {s sur-
pasnnd by pone. It la the same wilth the
navy, which now ranks wmong the best,
and to which it Is soon to add more bat-
tieahips of the Dreadnought type.

—_._.
“"Put Money in Thy Purse.”

All this is well, But without monsy it
fn paught. It takes gold to buy the food,
coal and ammunition to carry on & WAr.
A single paval engagement often costs
millions, and a big iInternational struggle
may run into the billlons In & war with
& Ereal power Japan can do nothing with.
out & blyg money chest or a sound national
eredit. AL present It has no spars gold
en band, and iis credit I» such that It

o
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CARA
mors of any of Its

cannot borrow Ruro-

pean uncies, who, with the thres kalden
balls hanging over thelr doors, lend only
when the collateral I8 In sight Bince
peace was declared the conditions hers
have been carefully investiguied, and the
nation will hdave 1o make A betinr Show-
ing befors It can float another great
foreign Joan I'nul then there need be
no fear of Japan golng Into s war with
apy mEreat power, much less with the

United States, which |s the richest of ald
the world,

But this 1etter 18 not to desofibe the war
altuation. There 8 no talk of war hers
now; and 1 have looked for it aAmong wali
clagsea of thé people. The Japuness are

the friends of the United States and they

are pot ashamed to say mo. In the words
of Baron Golo, one of the emperor's cabl.
net, who talked to me recently, "You may
go trom the top of the Hokkeido tg the
bottom of Formosa, and ask at the door
of every Japanese home, rich and poor,
and you will not hear one word agalnst
the Unhed Bates.”’ This fecling waw
amply shown In the welcome which was
glven our flest lasl October,
=

Wenlth of Japan,
One thousend million dollars! [t seems A

big plle for ane people to owe It means

A lot of money, but there are other ni-
tians who owe more and prosper. The debt
of France I8 five times as great] that of

Russin |8 $4,00000.000 and Germany. in-
cluding the emplre and states, owes almaont
as much, Littie Iwaly has a debt of §3,700,
000,000, and an for ourselves, woa owae 5230600,
0000 and are paying Interest an SR&), 000,000,
If a country Ix all right many think & na-
ttonal debt a national bieasing, |
doutt, however, whether 8o
blesnes Japan.

The auestion of a debt depends an the
security What hes Japan got back of s
obligutiong? Can It meet Interest
charges when due and will U eventually
rodeem 1 Indebledness?

am In
blg a dent
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Tt uim take a look at thée couniry and
gea. Japan all told s & Mttle blgger than
Callfornia. Four-fiftha of it I8 made up
of voleanie mountalns, but the remsinder,
including & tereltory perhapa as large as
Indisna, has about the richest woll on the
globe. It Is rich enough to feed the whole
Japanese people. This country has
Inhablitants than the Unlted Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, which Is now
apoon-fed by the United States. It Ufcle
Sam shut hin brend basket for thres
montha England would starve. All the na-
tlone of the world might keop thelr sup-
plies of food away from Japan and the
60,000,000 stomachs here would o on works-
Ing Just the Notwithstanding the
hard times of todey and the hig taxes of the
Inte war, thera are no wrinkles In the
BO00O, 000 Japunese hellles. The people | ses
on the gireels are plump and the ohildren
are fal. ' We have In the United States al-
most 3,00 poor houses, with about 84,000 1n-
mates. | don't know what they cost, but it
muost be well up into the milllons, Japan
Is now spending loss thun #0000 & year to
take care of lts poor, and the governmaent

maora

same,

gives for much purposes much less than
ours.
S —
Pig COrop of Bables.
A good Index of national prosperity is

the birth rate. This is Increasing In Japan
and without immigration the natlon stead-
fly grows. It had 85,000,000 In 1572; it has
now 50000000, and its population s growing
at the rate of N0 each year Within the
last twenty years over 10,000,000 have been
ndded to It, and today the bables swarm.
I have visited every great peopla of the
world, and nowhere are thers s0o many
new bables as here, Every other child has
& baby strapped to its back; almost every
woman who works In the flelds s thus
loaded, and one mests old mon and young
hoys pgolng along toting thess almond-
eyed, yellow bits of solemn humanity. The
bables look well. They ure healthy, and
they seldom ery. 1 doubt not the birth rate
will be still higher, {f the conditions im-
prove, and ona of the burning HGuestions Ia
how Japan ocan keep on feeding all of a
pecple If the storks continue to bring In
& half milllon more Dables every year than

they the behind. In
rmte falls with

Murquis Ksisura

brouglhit In yonr juat
most countries the birb
want and hard times

tells me that this has heen the cns¢ with
Jeapan In the past, and that it would be so
today If s peaple lacked food, The fact
batiies faster and faster
that the nation 8 not In Jdesperals

that the come
showa
wani

—iy

anluu.i Ansein,

As to the motunl wenlth of the
It compares favorably
lands, At present
ing ita <debt, the
$12,000,000, 000 gold
wealth as Italy, as much
a8 that of Bpain or Holland and about one-
third of the estimated posseseions of all
the Ruselas The richest couniries In the
world are the United States, Great Britain,
France and Germany. We lead all the
rest in having money to burn Onir assels
are estimated st F16,000,000000 gold, Cireat
Britnin's at $62000,000,00, of France ni $43 -
000,000 000, and of Germany at $42,000,000,000,

Consldering the short lHfe of
Japan and the great wars It
taken, its cash account is
sny the least. L has almost $5,000,000.000 in
houser, lands and
£.000,0M0.000 In furniture
1,000,000 (0 iny

country,
that of
without

with other

writing
natlon is

counts
warth about
This Is almost as=

more

much
than twley

the new
hias under-
reaproiable, (o
other bulldings, about
works of nrt,
Eoods. and
merchnndise.  Ita shipping (& estimated at
A $000,000,000, which is probably low, apd
fis marine products at $500.000.000, which
may ba high Japan has over $000,000,000
worth of mines. It has about $1.000,000,000
Invested In companiea and banks, and over

and

and oy other

TOKIO BAVINGSE BANK

0000000 worth of
and telephones

rullwaye, telegrapha
-"

Banks and Stock Compmnies,
'l‘m-am. slunds are rvapidly
land of factories Formerly,
waa made by hand In the houwscs
day there are milllons of men,
children who work at thelr homes
date almo something like B0 faclories
moved by steam, gas, turbine witter wheels
and electricity, and more than X000 hands
ure empoyed in them. Over 2,80 of these
factories are devoled to textlles and about
".I Lir

sloa)

becoming &

sverything
and to
women and
There

machinery and work o and

The government alone has 1,000 fac-

iron

torier of Its own, Ih which almost 200,000
men are employved It hias one connectod
with ts shipbullding and naval establish-

ment which employs over 58000 men

Many of ths private ocompanies have
large capitals paid In The total agEgre
gaten over $50.00.000, with a surplus of

more than onea-fourth of that amount
includes agricuitum! companiea and In-
Austrials of various kinds It comprises
many commércial combinations and trans-
portallon companies, &nd

rhiu

alay Insurance

companies stock exchanges and & multi-
plicity of banks

As tea (he banke, (here are naw over
2200, all managet! Dy Japunese with Jap-
aness  capital, Thelr pald-up stoel VK-
Eregnles over 20000000 and their divi
dendn are blg. Tuke the Bank of Japan,
whith does the business of 1the govern
ment. That bank lan & capital and re-
serve fund amounting to about  $2,000,000

and Its pamers pre  $AO0 000,000 fte deposils
show a balance on hand of over $300, 000 006,

: L
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Comparison of Japan’s National Debt with Governmental Resources

and the net profits are about 2000000 a
your. The stock phys 12 por oent, The
Yokaolmmn St I bBank made FLOOM jn
VL ind el A& dividend of 12 per cent,
whills the Hypotheds bank pajd 0 per
enit Thero  ar fortr-alx agriculiural
banks here which pay dividends of § pesr
cont, and most of the ordinary banks are
paying the same and saome much more

e

Poaial Savings Depositors.

Ona pereon In every slx in Japan has
poma money in the postal savings banks
Thessa were atarled In 1876, and the de-
posiiores have doubled In the past five
veards.  There s now four times ke muoch

the postal savings banks an
at the time the wor with Russia
amount to al-

monay In
Lthara wa?
began: und thelr
$h. 00 0, with £000, 00
The banks pay 4.8 per cent
and the Interest 18 compounded by adding
It to the principul every six months It s

necounts

monst over

deposi-

tore interest.

probably the highest savings bank rate
pald by any government.
As to the private savings bLankas, they

number G or 6N,
I F100, 000, (00
AVErAgo piid-in
vaplial of gueh banks amounts (o more thin
02 000 (00

with deposits agEregat-
and the dividends nre on the
The

aboutl & per

It must be remembeted that gll these In
slitullons establighed within a
practically noth-
Ing of corporations onlil a few yaurs ago,
and the j afrnld of them.

have been

genernlion Japan knew

cople are stil

Margule Katsura, the premier. who orig-
Inuted Lthe new financial polley now stasnt
Ing, says Le wanls ecombinations of capllal,
and the blgger the better, Baron Bhibu-

Great Drainage Ditch Being Excavated
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CUTTING THROUGH THE CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN THACKA

HE greatest drainage project In
the middle west is now being
developed in the Missour! river
hottom fn Jowa in the countles

) of Woodbury, Monona and Har-

Sl risan. These countiss comprise

#ome of the richest land In the United

Btates. This Is a wvalley of about ffteen

miles In widith, bordered on one side by

the Missowr! river, and on the other by an

Irregular line of bluffs above which stretch

the rolling prairiesa so characteristic of
lown. The soll 18 a rich, heavy, dark, drify

loam of slluviai deposit, and of wondertul
and seemingly Inexhaugstible fertllity and
unsurpassed In productiveness.

The fall in this valley, however, Is only
abgut one foot o the mile. This distsict

UNE OF THE SMALL DREDGES CROSSING THE ILLINOIE CENTRAL TRAOKS,

fa drained Ly the Missour! river and iia
tributary the Littie Btoux river. The Littls
Bloux river dralns an Immenss tract of
land, over 400000 acres, and In the spring
when the hills In which ite source s
situmted are deluged with rains, it rises
with great rapidity, and spresding out over
the jeve! bottom land for miles carries
In s waks ruin and disaster. In years
when the rains are especially heavy. this
land becomeAd & sea of water that ruins crops
and hay lands, and preventis any fArming
In Woodbury county there are about 5 000
screa subject to this overflow, while
large portion of Monona county boltom
land ampunting 1o about #0.000 acres is, dur-
ing this season, submerged. Howaver, dur-
ing a normal year this section is pracil-
cally unaffected, and wonderful resulils
and ylelds are oblained from IL

To relleve the flood sltuatlion wes the
problem that arose. IL seemed that to
drain the land with large ditohes was the
only solution. thus providing an outlet for
all this sccumulation of watsr, This was
agitated by the press and hy the citizens
and farmers and in July, 106 ths two
boards of supervisors of Monona and Har-
rimen countien let the contract for the
Monons- Hurrison ditch, The work was de-
layed on acceunt of litigation in court and
not untll April, 1007, was it resumed.

A fow years ago what was koown as thes
Woodbhury-Monona diteh was constrnoted.
Thia diteh commenced In Woodbury county
and ran south along the line of Woll creek
inte Monona county to a point connecting
with Lthe west fork of the Little Bloux river,

This conneeticn is three miles from the
confloencs of the wesl fork of the Little
Biwux At this connection thae Monona-

Harrison diteh was started It rune in a
aouth and southwesterly direction for over
tweniy-five miies and smpiies direcily into
the Missouri river

Bes'des Lhe big diteh many laterals, cut-

offs and cmall ditches were consirueted,
By plaviag cut-offs in the bends of the
river the channel length of the siream ls

cul-off of 40 yarde'
length thres atd a il milgs are saved
in the old chaanyl, The engineer of this
predeck estimules that Ly siraightening the
river wtih cut-offs it w1l carry thies thmnes
a» much water as before There are sicven
oyt-offs coustrucied st Lhe present
The upper part of Lhe Moooens-Hermsou

shurtened, In one

lithe

ditoh Is forty-five feet wide at the bottim
and an averiage depth of from elght to ten
faot, but when it gets down in the middle
of Moncona county It widens out to a fifty-
foot buse, wilh & top seventy-five to wlghty
foot wide and from ten to eightoen feut In
depth, below the surface of the land. Bome
of the river cut-offa sre deeper than this
One can readlly see that this stralght,
desp and wide canal can carry an immenss

amount of water, Nothing in the middle
west In dralnage systema can approach
Rols mammoth construotion In =lss or

iength, Connecting as it does with the
Mipsour! river ltself It makes a permanent
and lesting dralnage systen

This 1 all belng dug by dredge boatn.

(Continued on Page Thres)

. Mature of the ecountry

EHIMHASHT RAILROAD SBTAT

sawn, one of Japan's multi<milionaires
who was instrumontal in starting some of
the Clrst of such combinations, sayva thal
they have already guintupled the valus of

every Japanese Iindustry and have inereased
that of many twentyfold. He believes the
depends upon ihem.
Today Japaness capital is organizing. There
was a big et of sich speculation at
ose of the China-Japan war
similar one has= Jjust pam'l\--i.

the
and =
During those

periods thers were many over-capitalised
companies, but most of them have gones 1o
the wall, and the greater purt of the eor-
porations now in existence nie paving div|-

dends,
ent

There are now 9000 or 10,000 differ
companies wihih a
more Lhinn B50, (00, (00,

pald-up ocapital of

—
Electric Roads and Dividends.
There are electeie rallways in the Iarger
citiom, These bave a capltal of almost
0,000,000,  In addition there are other com-
panies, organised, but not yet In working
order, with an aggregate capital of over
B15,000,000. The electrio rallway business s
in its Infancy, and [t ls susceptible of
great Improvement. The Toklo eleotric
trapmways pald 8§ per cent dividends last
yoar, and the line from Tokio toe Yoko-
hamia pald more than 11 per cent The
Oeakia-Kabe lins ylelds dividendsa of 13 per
cent, and thero are other roada which ara
paying from 4 Lo per cent. All these liney
are overhead irollays and the service Ia
good. The cars are crowded. In thors of
Tokio It I= often impossible to gel a sout
during certain hours, and, as usual, tha
straps ald In paying the dividend. You can
get more for your money on the Tokin
street cars than anywhere elsp I know.
The fare (s equal to 2 of our cenls, and
the syatam of transfers is such that one
can ride over thirty-five milea of irack

for Lhal amount
Government Rallwayrs,

A o the steam rallways, the most of
thiém are owned by the government. Mores
are being acquired, and in time the whole
of such communications will belong to the
state, 1 understand that the government
rallways are paying and that the profit
last year from them was almost 530,000,000,
This will pay the intereat on the pur-
chase of the Nnos and still yleld a amall
surplus. During my stay In Toklo 1 talked
with Baron S8himpel Goto. the imperial
minlster of communications, He thinka
there I8 no doubt (hat the roads wlill
eventually yleld a large profit. Thera are
5000 milesa of them, and he tells me that
Japan needs 5,00 miles more, He expours
to brosaden the tracks and standardize the
equipment and to greatly Improve the
rolling stovk. He belleves in the naton-
aliging of the roads, and says that govern-
ment ownership Is a necessity in Japan in
order to provent overcharges. The Egov-
ernment roads have coet 116,000,000 to bulld,
and when loan issued for thelr pur-
chase s pald [t Is estimated tifat they
will yield the state 325,000,000 and upward
& year. In my talk with Baron Goto 1
asked him whether Japan could afford
to carry s rallway passengers for 2
cents & mile. He replied:

"Wa ara doing batier than that Our
passengvr rates are aboul 1% cenis a mile,

the

and our.frelght rates on the averaga are
Just about half those of the United
Btatas."

Baron Goto says that the traffiec on the
the ratlroads ahows that the business con-
ditlons are improving. He referred to the
fact that we had last year somelhing like
500,000 cars idle om the American Lracks,
while Japan had more freight than It could
handle, and Its stations are now fliled with
guods awalling trunsportation,

4
Ship Subsidies Which Pay,

Baron Goio says that the shipping in-
teresta are doing well, and that the gov-
ernment subwidies are paying in the In-
crease of foreign trade. Japan has now
steamers which sggregate more than 1.000,-
o) tons and salling vessels whose lonnage
Is one-third that amount It has regular
lines of veassis to Europe, Amerioa, Aus-
tralia and India. as well an to Manchuria
and Hiberia, and on all the big rivera of
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ION AT TOKIO.

which e the largeat In Japan, paya 12 per
eent, and the Tove Kisen Kalsha
dividonds equally good, Many of Lhe ships
are bullt in

oonalraet

has

vesnaln
re. There

Jupan, soame of Lhe
1 beilng 2000 tons or m
are 00 private shipyvards= in Japan

whall
Fiving the

In another intter |} write about the

faciories of Jupan

amaount of

business they are dong and ahowing how
thny are growing. Suflee it to say thai
they Include many colton ahd  sapinning
milln machine shopw chemical works

wood-working amiablivhmenis, mateh [ac

those which muke walches and

aupplics

tories and
eleotriend
Hard Times and the Taxes,

From what 1| have wreltten in this lalter
1t will be seen that the Clnances of Japsn
nre not founded altogether on wind, ‘The
countery s In many respecis rieh, and it
ling  considerable undeveloped resources
the chief of which nre In the Industrial
possibilitien of lte people, At the same tlms
the cost of living s comparutively low, al
though than I the past
the gradual changing to the more #x
pensive customa coming In with the new
civilization. Whether the country will enn
tinuae In proseper with the

more owing to

Exlimvagunces

of Lhis elvillsation remainse to be peen
An It I8 now, what the Unlled ESintes
wasies at every breakfast would feed all
Japan for a whole day. and the mone
she spends for carpets would buyv all the

furniture
This

of thin nation of OO peonle
letter v abeoast
today That they
quastion, allhough
are a2 bad as they were In many of our
cltfea Muring the Iast year, Every one
weoma bosy, and although same of the fac
tories have cut down the farces there are
few  unomployad, The men have olher
for In nearly every house the poople
arm making one thing or another far sale
At the sams time, wiges nre nwid the
taxes have been continued o the war fool-
ing of the struggle with Fuossln

hurd times of
are havd

1 doubt

the
theare is nn

whetlier Lhes

Jobs,

aw

Taxea l; Death,

Fverything in Japan & taxed There are
atampas on all bank checks, and when you
pay your bill your rveacipt has A siamp
Evary business I8 taxsd according to the
nmount of s volume, and svéry peddler

and finrikaha man pave a lleenae. There

i# a tax on medicines, on sske and lguors ¥

and on Japanese soy, the sauce which tha

prople use with their food This was In-
creased at tha time of the war
All Incomes pay taxes, and these grow

with the aumount of ona's property. There
are about B000.000 familles In Jupun, and
all are expected to pay & ecorialn percens
tuge, If they make more than $150 o year,
Thesa taxes wore Increased durlng the
war and they siill hold There are, of
course, taxes on lands. which now run
from 3 per cont upwards to 17 pir cent,
according to the class of the innd, There
are Inheritance taxes, mining taxes, (Axes

on stock exchanges and the lssue of bank
notoes,

There are customs duties on everything
imported, and there tw a epicial tax on
travelers, whether they go by steamboat,
ateam traln or o nelectrie cars. This tax
depends on the mileage, running from & #n
ta 0 wen, according to distance, for the
first olmss; from 3 1o 238 wsen for se*cond
¢lass, and 1 to 4 sen for the third class, A
san g 3 cant. It will be seon that the fax
is wvery light on the third class L3
longest trip costing 2 cents, and
it ls heaviest on the first clnss, where the
same distange 8 taxed

R —
Government Monopallies.

In addition to all this are the government
monopolies, including tobacco, sult
aumphor, There Is no place where good
clgars cont =0 much and where the home-
made clpars are poorer. Any kind of
tobacco ocosta thres Umes as much Hare
a5 in the United States: an ordinary “twd:
for" ls sold for a dlme, whille o nlckel
cligar caxlly brings 28 son,  Clguretles oare
equally high. The tobacceo munopols
in about §10,000,000 a year 1o 1l
and the salt monopoly
On the whole, the natlon is

that

3% centn

und

brings
govoernimeEnt
37,000 ,0%N,
tuxed Jusi

yialids aver

Ching. The steamehip -lines are paying &bout all it can lllrtd
dividends. The Nippon Yussn Kalsha, FRANK G CARPENTER
| —— —_— —_—

LARGEST INLAND DREDGE IN THE UNITED STATES
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