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FLEET NEARS JOURNEY'S END

Remarkable Oruise of Atlantic 8quad-

SUPREME TEST OF EFFICIENCY
Trip of 45,000 Miles; Begun Under
Oritiolam of Technleal Men, Ea-
inblishes the Value of
Amerioan Navy.

OLD POINT COMIFORT, Va, Feb 20—
Almost across the Atlantle ocean on the
last reach of thelr spectacular crulse
around the world, the sixteen battleships of
the “tnited States Atlantie fleet” are
steaming today in lelsurely fashion toward
the anchorage grounds of Hampton Roads,
from whence they malled just fourteen
months ago, During these months cf res-
ord steaming the heayvily armored fighting
veasels have traveled approximately 46.000
miles and are relurning in copdition still
fit for “a frolic or a fight.” The crulse has
been A& veritable expedition of the sevel
wens, and tasks heretofore desmed impossl-
ble for the modern fronclad have been ac-
complished with an ease bordering #n the
commonplace.

The stories of tha crulse have been suo-
ceoding chapterm of roceptions, banqguets,
balls and merrymaking, but back of all
this relaxation and entertaining In the
hospliable port of the two hemizpheras
has been a teat of men and material which
has placed the American navy ln an epvia-
bie position before all the world. The en-
gine room efficlency In tha longer legs of
the journey developing & new and unex-
pectedly wide steering radius for a battle-
ship: the faocilty In following the motions
of the flagship in the fleet. squadron and
diviplonal maneouvers, which came with
constant experience al ses, and, above all,
the marvelous records made at the tar-
gots In Magdslena and Manila bays tall
of the real work and the substapntial a:-
complishmants that have marked this most
notable of peace demonstration among the
ravies of the world, v

The previously arraunged scheduls of the
journeys from port to port had been ad-
hered to In remarkable manner egxeept in
two instances, when viclent storms mads
full spend too dangerous and uncomforts.
ble. To offset thess lapses from punctuall-
iy, the fleet has made some of Its longeal
tuns two whole days ahesad of time None
of the undertakings imposed upon the shipa
or the men has been too difficult. The
crules, however, was not Insugurated with-
out serious inlagivings at bome and abroad.
Vietor D. M. Metcalfl of California was seo-
rotary of the navy when the crulse began,
After the ships had set sail from Manis
wilh homeward bound pennanis flying, Mr
Meloalf sald:

Critiea Prediot Disaster.

“When the purposs of giving this as
semblage of battleships the privileges and
advaptages of a practical orulse was an-
nounosd, critlclsms from ligh  teohnical
quarters were heard. It was sugsested
that the undertaking was (00 monumenial;

the globe on any ordh ary occaston: thal
dangers more than muitiplied with nwm-
& omae; that digaster lurked

i
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Ing Bouth Amerlea |t was reasonably cor-
taln that the Individual ships would, one by
oneg, arrive with machir eries loose and al-
most unserviceabls, with crews reflecting
the demoraliged cordition of the material,
and that a woeful spectacla of fallure
would thus be presented.

“A8 1o miterial, the cold facts are that
the ships have practically taken care of
thelr own repairs on this crulse. The re-
palr lists turned In at the Cavite naval sta-
titn were neglegible.'

That the experionce gatned on the crulse
will be of unending benefit to the navy Ia
Indlieated from the fact that probably one-
halt of the entire personnal of the naval
establishment participated in the epoch-
making trip. Throo of the sixtesn eaptains
who salled In command of vessels are re-
turning home aa rear admirais. Bight
othsr captains are returning In command
of the same ship on whioch they began the
Journey of tha world. From rear admiral
down to midshipman the tralning has been
such as no other naval orulse ever af-
forded. Among the enlisted men the train-
ing has been even more valuable. Landas-
men shipped just before the start and ut-
terly green in the ways of the deep are
coming home an integral part of a wonder-
ful fleet efficlency and loyal bellevers In
all that the American navy satands for.
Desertions on the trip have been few. The
men have taken a pride in the crulse and
it will be & constant boast with them that
they started to the west from Hampton
Roads and dame home with prows still
turned in that dlrection. They know the
world is round, and they know what It Iy
to work and play over 45,000 miles of the
walered surface of the globe.

Admiral Sperry Makes Good,

To Rear Admiral Charles B, Sperry, a
striet disciplinarian, & man of few words,
but a recognized acholar and constant stu-
dent of the higher arts of naval sclence,
fell the task of Qirecting the fleet on all
but the first 14000 miles of Ita Journey.
Rear Admiral Robley D. Evans, now re-
tired, took the fleet out of Hampton Ronds
on Decembar 16, 199, and although Wineas
soon after the start confined him to lls
cabin for a greater part of the way, he
relalned command untll San Francisco wap
reached and the first stage of the long trip
had been accomplinhed. Rear Admiral
Evans found it necessary while the ships
were b Lhe targeis in Magdalena bay to
leave the floot and seek tremtinsnt At Bass
Bobles, Hot Springs. Cal. Hias flag lisuten-
ant went with him and he retained his
rank of commander-in-chiel. When the
ethips reached Monterey bay, the last stop-
plng place on the Pacific coast prior to the
enlry inte San Francisoo harbor, Admiral
Evans was helped aboard bis old flagship
and was on the after bridge when the Con-
neclicwt ontered tha Golden Gate at the
head of the most formidable artay of
fighting vessels ever gathered under one
flag. The Atlantic and Pucific fleeta
Joined company In the bay and there wers
more than forty ships In the four lopg
columbs that cambe to anchor under Bvans'
blue ensign. Three days Ilater Admiral
Evans hauled duwn' bis Nag for all time.
He waa asucceeded as commander-in-chisf
by Rear Admiral Charles M. Thomas, who
salled from Hampton Roads in command
of the second squadron. Becauss of Ad-
miral Evens' iliness the burden of the
diplomatio calls, the speeches and the en-
tertaining of Lhe trip sround SBouth Amer-
fca and up the Callfornls ¢osst fell upon
Admiral Thomas, Coupled wilh his duties
&s sutuind In vommany, wilth Lae ogm-
mander-in-chief 111, the soclal burden was
pol & lght ope. Admiral Thomas was
pistniy falling In health when he succesded
Admiral Evans and he retsined official
command only from May § to 15, 1908, belag
relloved b Lhal Ume, abead Of the depart-

M. O. PLOWMAN, Manager.

ment's plans, in order that he might enjoy
& rest, As the fleet was sailing from San
Francisoo two months later Admiral
Thomas dled suddenly at Del Monte, Cul
Death Takes Two Captains.
Death has twice Invaded the ranks of the
captains who salled with the tleet, but in
both Instances the officers had previcualy
besn relleved from duty. Captaln Henry
MeCrea of the Georgla, a most popular
officer, dled soon alter his return to the
east following relinguisiiment of command

At San Francisce. Captain  Greenlief A,
Merriam, who took the Mlssouri to the
Pacilio coast, & capable man, also dled

within & comparatively shorl Ume nafler
turning his veasel over 10 & Succussor,

Rear Admiral Sperry, who returns as
commuander-in-chlef, sallod ms commander
of the fourth division of the flect, being
outranked by both Admiral Evans and
Thomas. Rear Admiral Willlam H. Emory
was the fourth of the salling sadmirals,
and he was retired while the ships were at
Manila. Captains Seaton Bohroeder of the
Louiglanna, and Willlam B. Potter of the
Virginia, and Willilam B, Potter of the
Vermont, were captains who attained flag
rank during the orulse.

Leaving Hampton Roads on the cloudless
day In December, 1607, afier a review by
the president from the bridge of the May-
flower, the first run of the fleet took It
to Trinidad. It bhad been anounced that
the practice crulse would end on the west
ooast of the United States, but hardly bhad
the ships got under way thun the fact
became known that it was really Mr.
Roosevelt's Intention to have the sixteen
batleships clreumnavigate the globe. At
Trinidad the first of the gayeties cocurred.
The oficers and men of the fleet were wel-
comed with a bhoapitality which set & mark
for all sucveeding receptions and from that
time on each succeeding port tried to
outdo Its predecessor. The cllmax of
lavish displays, of parties and roceptions,
undoubtedly came In Australia and Japan,
although it would be dificult for the officers
und men today to say Just where It wos
the people tried hardest to make thelr
stay a pleasant one, Among the men, Los
Angeles will always be a bright memory,
for' It wam there that they first came
into thelr own on the trip and all enter-
talnments were aranged In particular for
the enlisted force, It was in Los Angelos
also that “Jim" Jeffriea, champlon the
waorld, refereed the sallors’ boxing bouls
and mingled with them In all thelr sports,

Fear of Treachery Unfounded.

From Trinkiad the fleet called next st
Rio, where the days of the viklt were
overcrowded with soeclal eventa At Hie
an unfounded rumor told of s plot by
anarchists to blow up some of Lhe American
vessela, The first thelll of fear which
swept the nallon was quickly dispolled
when the story was shown (0 be 4 pure
fabrication. From Rio the Itinary led to
Funta Arenas, that unique and lnteresi-
ing “fatherest south' settlement on the
Siraits of Magellan, Here agaln s hospit-
able people madeo the stay of the fleet an
sxcoedingly pleasant one. The Chilean
Fovernment sent a crulser 0 accempany
the sixteen battleships through the treach-
erous walsrs of the siralts and although
the navigatora of the American wvessels
bhad already plotted Lhelr own oourse
through the narrow, rock-walled wulerway,
the coureay of the Bouth Ameriean nution
waa fully apreciated.

When the ships hud ssfely left (he
stralls, the deparsiment officials at Wash-
gton undoubtedly breathed a csigh of
sraiifiod rellef, although on the sixteen big
fronclads themeelves there was never a

question in the mind of any afficer or
esnlisiod men as to the safety of the sturdy
fighting
coast

araft. Salling up the western
of Bouth America the fleet passed In

review of the president of Chile In the har-
bor of Valparaiso, sweeping In a great
curve irto the harbor and out agaln be-
fore the admiring eyes of a deeply im-
pressed people. No stops were made be-
twesn Punta Arenas and Callao, where
again the entertalnments offered the wvis-
jtors taxed every day's time to the uimost,
After Culloa came Magdalena bay, where
for a month the ships were out of touch
with the world except by wireless tele-
graphy, Drilis and record target practice
filled the time at Magdalena. It was a
month of real work—a month of work en-
Joyed by nll. Record target practice (s
eagerly anticipated every year, It I8 a
Ume that every sallor, no matter how new
he may ba In the service, gets a chanoce
at the guns, provided he has shown any
mort of aptitude In the “png-pong” trinle
which are continued aboeard the men-of-war
in port and out. It I8 at record practice
that the men attaln the rank of “gun
mointer” and get & white star and crossed
circle on thelr blouse-sleeve (f they make
a certain mark. To be a gun polnter means
extra pay each month, according to ths
class attained, and there Is prize money
for all, If the ghip's guns as a whole make
a desarving record, Thae record practice
of last spring developsd an accuracy and
rapldity of fire never hefore attalned.
Eocinl Fetes in California.

After Magdalena ecame the excursion of
the fleet to the California resorts and
there was apparently a never-ending pro-
gram of merrymaking. Al Ban Diego
(Coronado bewch); at the ports of Los
Angeles, at Santa Barbara, at Monterey,
Santa Crus mnd Ban Franei the peopl
of California recelved the fleet with wild
acclalm. It was the firet time that such
an array of fighung vesssls had been
sean on the Pacific coast and California
Selebrated with a hospitality for whieh the
poople of the state are noted. A trip to
Pugel msoupd took tha ([leet to Beattls,
Tacoma and Belllngham and these olties
offored an entertalnment which ranked
with the very best of the entire trip.

When the ahips set sall out of San Fran-
cisco for the return trip there were many
pradictions that they would be left In the
Pacific and that events might make such
i courss degirable. Invitations had been
ncoepled for visita to Australia, to China
and Japan and there was never a deviation
fromm the outlingd plans. The fleet had
done exactly what the suthorities at Wash-
Ington sald It would, but In a manner
which surprised and gratified them to the
fullest extent.

The story 4f the fleet's vinit to HMonoluly,
to Auckland, Bydney, Melbourne and Al-
bany In Australin; to Yokshoma, to Amoy,
to Manila and to the porta of call on the
way home through the Buex are too recent
to need recall. The welcomes extended In
Australin and Japan left nothing to be
ssked elther In lavishness of entertain-
ment or |t sincerity of purpose.

The Dbattleships, had thelr schedule
brought them sooner to the eastern end of
the Bues, might have played a notable part
In succoring the stricken people of Mes-
sina. As It was the services of the shipe
wera offeved, but the rellef plans had al-
ready developed so as not 19 require them.
In & way the battleship fleet, however, nc-
ecompliahed much Htore ships |sden wilh
supplies for the fighting vessels wore de-
spatched by the home government and offl-
cers and mon were gind to give up the solid
foodetuffs and delicacies to the sarthquake
sufferers. A large sum of money Was eon-
tribulsd (rom the fMest and they fret divi
alon of four vessels under Admiral Bperry
called at Naples to express sympathy and
sorrow. The battieship Illiools was the only
one of the American fighting woadels (o
really enier the earthquake sone. This ship
went to Maesaina and 0 American sallors
searched the ruins untll they bud resovered

the bodles of American Consul Cheney and
his wife.
Oun Last Lap Home.

After visits to wvarlous Mediterransan
ports and accepting the hospitalities of half
a dogen nations the sixtsen ships gathered
agnin at Gibraltar and salled for home Bat-
urday, February 6 They ware mel at
sea About 1,000 miles from shors by the
third, or “home" squadron, of the Atlantie
fleet, conslsting of four battieships and five
crulsers. Even the last leg of the famous
journey s 10 be given over to work. There
will be dally drills and maneuvers and In-
spectlon by the commander-in-chisf of
every vessel on the way over. President
Roosevelt will greet the fleet on February
2 from the bridge of the Mayflower at the
polnt from which he bade farewell fourteen
months ago.

There will be two strangers In the fleet
when it reaches here—the Nebraaka and
the Wisconsin, both Pacifie bullt, which
replaced the Maine and Alabama, detaghed
at Ban Franciseo and sent home In ad-
vance. The Maine will be the flagship of
the welcoming squadron.

At Manila bay the shipa spent three weeks
at the target engaged In fall battle prau-
tioe. Battle practice s at much longer
range than record practice and Is really a
test of what the gunpointers developed at
record practice can do when the ships are
firing undér battle conditions and at battle
distance. The battile practice at Manila,
held undar the new fire oontrol system,
showed an Improvement in many instances
of 10 per cent over the gunnery records of
R ye&r ago.

The composjiion of tha fleet as It Te-
turns |s a8 follows:

First squadron, first divislon, Rear Ad-
miral Charles B. Hperry, commander-in-
chief:

Connectiout (flagshlp), Captain Hugo Os-
terhnua,

Hansas, Captain Charles E. Vresland

Minnesota, Captaln John Hubbard,

Vermont, Captain Frank F. Fletcher,

fecond division, Rear Admiral Richard
Wainwright, commander:

Georgla (Oagship), Lieutenpnt Comman-
der G, W. Kilne.

Nebraska, Capiain Reginald F. Nicholson.

New Jersey, Captaln W. H. H. Bouther-
land.

Rhode lsland, Captaln Joseph B. Mur-
dogk.

Becond squadron, third division, Rear Ad-
miral Beaton Schroeder, commanding:
Loulslana (flagship), Captain Kossuth
Nlles.
Missourl, Captain Robert M. Doyle.
Ohlo, Captain Thomas B. Howard.
Virginia, Captaln Alexander Sharp.
Fourth division, Rear Admiral W, B, Pot-
ter, commanding: x
Wisconsin (flagship), Captain Frank E.
Beatty.
Illln{ah. Capimn John M. Dwyer,
Kearsarge, Captain Hamiilon Hutehina,
Kentucky, Captailn Walter C. Cowles.

Musings of & CUyunie,

It doesn’t require much strength to ralse
an objection.

Those who sre rolling In wealth might
find a better use for IL

A woman I never flattered by & photo-
graph that looks lke her. . ul

If art hald the wirror up 1o u
rature must ofien be ashemed o{a itselt

Many & man claims to be complele mas-
ter ol’hlm-it who hasn't much to boast

of.
ple are so imbued with the idea
that it's never too late to mand that they
never begin.
ut thelr bast

fellows only ssem to
lt::n};rtsﬁl when they are headed In the

wrong direction.
- rned by the law of

t thi are
-tll:';:I mﬁman but the crop of fools
constituted thatl

ign't one of them.
are ¢ ®0

tl::":“l.l-m m’:l'f’ & lot of enjoyment out

Jof pever having any fun in fe. .

h ulsance about peopls who kpow
u?&o:t subject is they try to make
you thin m know still more t "‘"'?
other.

The fellow who does the most talking

about charity M.ll{ maﬁu Lo _n;?.u:

Omabha, U. S, A

CRUEL KNOCK FOR BALDHEADS
Consternation Beneath Hairleas

Domes and Tearful Indigna-
tion im Nurseries.

In a paper read before the College of
Physiclans in Philadelphia some hard and
oruel things were sald of the man who
makes It easy for Providence to number
the halrs of nis head.

The shafts of wit of the professional
Jokeamith harmlsssly expend tham-
selves wupon the polished oarowns of
those destitute of thelr proper shars of

capillary covering. Wit, like death,
loves a shining mark, and the bald-
headed man 18 an easlly vulnerable

target. These light shafts of humeor 4o
not sirike deep, and have no re-entrant
barb to create & rankling wound. But
when & man of sclence stands up and tells
an assemblage of savants thal bald-headed
people are degensratos It makes all bald-
headed people everywhere feel badly.

A baby feels badly enough about It, sny-
way, and that |s the real reason why a
baby orles, It does not want the moon,
as iz popularly supposed, It Is not as
4 rule the victim of & malliclous and pry-
ing pin that s pricking it somewhore, It
is not usually suffering from Iindigestion,
It |s aimply crying becauss it Is bald, and
It seey no hape of ever getilng any halr.
Now to be told in addition that It is a
degenerate makes & baby's lot In life
harder than sver to bear,

There will be weeping and walling, but
without gnashing of teeth, in many nurser-
fea because of this declaration wiith regard
to the connection between baldness and
degeneracy. It will be no use Lo asslgn
tecthing or the collc as the reamon. Bince
Calvin enunclated the theory of Infant
damnation there has been no pronounce-
ment which has brought such grief and
consternation to the nursery as this
declaration thal the hairless are degen-
erstes. Bome molhers Lo reassure thelr in-
fants and alloviate thelr distress, have de-
clded to buy wigs for them, but it Is likely
that the child's Intelligence will soon
penotrate tho deception. The situation s
one for the serjous consideration of those
who have at heart the welfare of helpless
innocent babyhood.—Philadelphia Ladger,

FLIRTING IN CHURCH ALL RIGHT

FPastor Sees No Harm in Shooting
Glamces from Eyes Fleasing
te Leok Aft.

May a maiden In church with “‘counte-
nance demure of modest grace” look from
bher book at & youth, look away, and then
look again?

May she flirt if sho would? Is there any
harm in learning the color of the othgr's
ayest

These questions bave been answered by
the Rev. B. B. Dexter, pastor of the Park
Place Baptist church of Aurora, Il The
Clergyman holds that “the little mingling
of giances conssguent upom opposite seais
Is not ohjectionable If it Is in ghurch.

“On the other hano,” sald the minlster
yesterdoy, “flirting In theaters and other
places of public amusement should be ta-
booed—it i harmful there, but In church
it & purged of its harmfulness.*

The clergyman was led to make these re-
marks after he had cited flirting In theaters
as one reason for the crusade which has
been startsd In Avrora to close the play-
housrs Bunday nights. At the same time
he 1eplied to mn assertion of the Lhealer
owners that & show had been given In his
church on Bunday.

A moving ploture exhibition was given in
the Park Place church s week ago. and in
defense of this the pastor sald:

“Church surroundings and associations

m—————

————————

Are enlirely different from those whioh ate
tapd performances I  pubile playhiousas,
Boelimes the plays In our thesters are "
tritle risque, and If the show be Eiven on
Bunday, the result ls & general forgetful-
ness of that fast, Under such conditions
flirting is harmtul.

“In church, however, 1 ¢can ses no haim
In & ‘little bit' of flirting, If the young
people come not to look at each other, but
to learn the soriptures,

“I am not opposed to the theatsr—in faot
the theater may be termed an ‘ald to Indi-
gestion,” But the Sunduy show is a atep
below the plane Christianity should ooCuUpy.
It dogrades the consclance, inssmuch as the
possessor refuses to listen to the ‘still,
small volee.' "

The Rev. Mr. Dexter has one of the
largest congregations In Aurors, und hle
opinions have given riss to much “tea
fable chat." He has been pastor of the
Aurora church & iittie more than a year.
Chioago Tribune.

GIVES DIVORCE A BOOST

Malne Judge Deoclares 1t 1o a Hemedy
for Unbearable Ills of
Matrimony,

——

In the courme of an address before the
Twentieth Centfiry club of Bangor, Ma.,
upon the subject of divorce Lucilllus A.
Emery, chief judge of the Maine supreme
Judicial court, gave utterance to soma
views that bhave created muoh comment
and discusuion among the clergy and others,

Judge Emery sald, In part:

“1 have read a great deal and heard a
great deal wbout the divoree evil, Now,
In my opinion, divorde I8 not an evil, but
rather & remedy for ovil. Like other
remedieas for evil, |t may and does have
attendant leaser evils, which wo must serl-
ously consider and eliminate Iif posaible,
but in iteelf divorce Is not an evil—it s &
remdy. The evil precedes the divorce, but
oomes after marriage. I shall not sonsider
the moral side of the question. 1 am speak-
Ing from the legal standpoint alone in
coneldering this remedy for many of the
evils of soclety.

"Marriage s a clvil Institution, estab-
Hahed by statute for the benefit of man.
It s pot & sacramenl. There I8 nothing
divire about i, but It ls & purely human
institution. Law has established It. Ita
rights and abuses are defined, not by the
church, but by law,

‘**Te be sure, divorce may, in s sense,
have an Il sffect upon soclety. It wouid
be better, of course, if all marriages were
Keal, but they are not. We find these
terrible conditlions. The remedy may be a
cholce ©of two evils, but I say that in
choosing divorce moclety has chosen (he
leascr. 1 have hessd It sald that divorce
shculd not be granted because of the chil-
dren, but I malntain that it la beiter for
them—not only better, but less hurtful,
And 1 say these things in the light of
honest experience.’’—~New York Hersld

A Business Bor's Question,

The well known business man o Belfast
who married the other day for the second
time, has & bright boy of I, who should
gventually climb to the p of the tree.

Omn his return from his honey with
his blushing but not tog beautiful bride,

th entleman In question prom sot

gn.g t‘o muke the Isdy and - 4 son
soguainted.

“My boy,” he said, bea his beat ;al::'d

. “this

brighutest upon his preclous
is your pew mother '

For 4 faw ut?nda the sub-

. m m “—

mdn# m “I may. mw."ﬁ?'u

“Yaa, my son,'" was tha reply.

"“"Well, and,” continued Lhe ¥ tar, “if
s a falr gusstion, .P' many oo did
you give up for her?t'—Olasgow

Y




