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ALMON P. CHASE, Mr. Lin.

ooln's secrétary of the traasury,

Was the author of some of the

boldest meastres of finance

ever undertaken by a national

administeation in a Ume of

war. The principal ones were four In num-

ber; the establishment of an Incontrovert-

ible currency which ®ould not rulnousiy

deprecinte; the sucoessful flonting of nearly

$2.000,000,000 of loans: the crention of & new

and untried natfonal banking system In

place of & long established stats banking

syntdm and ths malntenance during four

Yeara of the grentest armies and the most

desperate war which the world has sver
witngssed,

Those measures were described to me by
the huthor himeelf It was ks 'a financlal
editor that I first came (o0 know Mr.,
Chame; it was as a financial officer of the
povernment that I agaln met him, when he
Hved in E street, and It was an o financial
author that, after he had been appointed
to the chief justiceship, T disoussed with
him at his .new residence in H street,
Washington,. the fisoal measures of the
Lincoln administration. Thess conversa-

" Uons, therofors, nearly always turned upon

the finances. They took place of evenings,
In his study, when (he strain ‘of the day’'s
work had given place to postprandial re-
Jaxation.

I recall them with the plessure afforded
by porsonal contraet with this Hustrious
slatéaman; I cannot revert to them with-
out also remembering his strange vicls-
studes of fortune and the ingratitude of
negiect of his country in not ameliorating
them. Mr, Chase, after handling billiona
of the public money and sccurities, dled
poor and in deht. He frequently complained
In private that his salary searcely wsuf-
ficed to pay his household expenses.

His Unalloyed Patriotism.

The soclely of Mr. Chase had long be-
fore changed my orlginal attitude of erite
leiam toward him intp one of respect,
veneration and affection., Notwithstanding
his 11l timed yonrnings for the presidency,
it was Impossibie not to be Impressed with
his greatness of soul, his unalloyed pat-
riotism, and his suprems confidence, which
had manifested itself from the beginning
of tha clvll war to the end of the recan-
struction period, that the union would
emerge from kil ita triala stronger and
more glorious than ever,

Within & month or six weeks after the
slection of Mr. Lincoln, Howasll Cobb, then
secretary of the treasury, resigned his high
office and cast his lot with the south,
whereupon Presldent Buchanan appointed
Genetal John A. Dix of New York (o fill
the vacant post. After Mr. Lincoln was
Insuguraled as president he sent the names
of his proposed cabinet to the senate, who
confirmed them all, Including that of
Balmon P, Ohase for secrotary of the
treasury. Mr. Chase had served the coun-
try In many ways, latterly as & United
Blates senntor and as governor of Ohlo.
He wan & candidate for “the presidency in
the republican national convention of 180,
and when. Lincoln's nomination hecame
fmminent he threw his bhall & hundred
voles to the winper.

The condition of the treamury at the out-
sl of the clvll wir was most deplorable, |
have heard Mr. Hartley and Mr., West,
both of whom had been leading officers of
the treasury for some twenty-five ar thirty
yoars, describe It almost with tears. The
recelpts from customs duties. almost the
only sourve of revenue.at that perlod, had
fallen to $89,000,000 & year. This was less
than It had been ten years previously,
The entire recelpts, Independent of loans,
wore $41,000,000, just one-faurth of the pres-
ent annual sxpendMures of New York ity
nlone. Nelther, Mr. Cobb, nor General
Dix, nor Governcr Chase could float a few
miilions of United States & per cent bonds
At par, the bankers demanding 9% 10, and
even 12 per cent, with the privilege at their
own optien. to terminate the loan at any
time by paying Lhe bonda Into the treasury
&8 cash for customs dutley.

Hankers Exported Gold,

They were not llke the Doge Moconigo,
who, when Venlee waa threatened with
war, placed his enilre fortune at the ser-
vice of the state, saying that i Venice fell
his wealth would be no more worth to
him,. On Lhe contrary, the moment trouble
commenced, the metropolitan bankers made
haste to export their gold, so that when
Qovernor Chase acrewed $850.000,000 out of
them they all (with one honorsble excep-
tion) went bankrupt and thelr “suspen-
slon™ was followed by that of nearly every
bank In the United Btates. They had
openly exporied HO,00,000, and as thers
wWan no penaily for omitting to report ex-
ports of “mpecle” they had govertly ex-
ported almost as much again, It is & fair
estimate o assume that their appreben-
slons had depleted the country of neartly
200,000,000 of coine and bulllon. Mr. Lin-
coln and hls falthful minister battled wiinh

thgse conditions until the situstion came to

mean elther defeat or greenbacks. .As we
shall prpsently wsee, greenbiacks won the

day.

It s evident, both from his speeches In
the senate, the fiscal measurés concerned
with Mr. Lincoin, and his own eariler pub-
lie consideration of the finaneial situation,
that Mr. Chase went Into the treasury with
the deeermination to put an end' to the
monetary lssues of private banks incor-
porated by the Individual states. 8o early
af midesummer, 1881, in & letter to Vige
Prosident Hamlin, ha proposed a tax on
“state' bank notes. At'a later date in the
same year hy proposed “‘the organisution
of banking assotiations whose clroulation
should conslst only of notes uniform in
character, furnishad by the governmant and
sooured, as to cvonvertibility Into ecin by
United States bonds deposited In the treas-
ury.” This plaln Intimation of the coming
bank syslern was lssued before
the New York bénks suspended  What
occurred alter suspension Ia best related
in Mr. Chasé's own words:

Bankers Refused Boanda.

‘“*I'he government even at thet sarly time
the war way llablg for over & million and
quarter & day, while the revenues did

amount to & tithe of that sum. The

not accept the § per ecent
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dues, We were now Lo embark upon Jn-
convertible lesues, whoss value would de-
pond molaly upon thelr numbers or volume,
thelr usefuiness and the integrily of Lhe
government. Y was wall aware of the
dangers which lurk hehind an Inconvertible
ourrency; but the dangers in which the
eountry stood of having to marshal an
immenss host for war without sdequale
arms, ammunition, horses, accountrements
and supplles, were even greater, The
unlon, which meant =0 much not only for
Amerleans, but for the world at iarge, had
to ba maved. The set of February 75, 1981,
whas not the adoption of a permanent policy,
but merely & cholos of evils™

Lineoln’'s ldeas on Finanee,

“Was Mr. Lincoln in perfect accord with
you on this subject?”

“Mr. Lineoln went further than I 414" he

replind, ""He entertained the notion that
with the triumph of our arms snd the
restoration of peace, the strength of the

governmeant, the wealth of its resources, the
extont of Its trpde and the prudence of
congress In Hmiting the Issues would be
sufflicient to bring the groenbacks to par,
and, provided they were not excessive, sven
to render tham worth more thun coln of the
same denomination; in other worde, that
under given olrcumstamess & dollar In
{rredeemabla paper might be worth more
than a dollar In coln, This view was sup-
ported by many eminent men In both
houses of congress.”

“IL was the opinion of Ricardo,. MasCul-
loch, Bastiat and other egonomists,’ I sug-
geated.

“That's all very well,” rejoined Mr. Chase.
“But remember that we had to deal with
facts, not with bhypotheses, Whilst 1. might
have conceded the thaory, I denled that the
clrrumstances rendered it practioable and in
this the president agreed. Thera was no
cartain way to lmit the issuea of Imcone
vortible notes. ‘Therefore I always and
upon all pocasions held the convertibility of
the notes In view; and If some people lost
while others galned fortunes through the
decline in the notes and their subsequent
rise In yalue, It could not be helped. For-
tune of war."

“You say, judge, that at the outbreak of
the war the bank olrculation in the loyal
stntes was only about 5180,000,000! What
was it in the confederate statea?”

Bank Clreulation In 2560,

“About $40,000,000 in the southern states
and $12,000,000 to $15000,000 In the border
states, making the entiré paper clroulation
of the country about $185,000,000. We made
caraful Inquirles on this subject and the
figuroa have remainsd strongly impressed
on my memory. But a mere formal state-
ment of the bank returns can afford no
adequate Iden of the deplorable condition
of this paper currency. I have here i
memorandum which was prepared by the
tréasury for & member of congress who
took part in the debates on the subject
The whole number of banks In the United
States, Including those In insurrection, was
1,482; suy, for round figures, 1,600. Accord-
Ing to the "banknote reporters,’” there
wore of this number only 250 whose Issues
wersa not counterfeitéd. The number of
kinds of Altered noles was no lexs than
$000; of lmitation, 1,88 and of spurlous
notes, 1680 aitogether 6,540 different kinds
of bad notes. Of the genuine notes there
were over 7,000 various kinds—some exe-
cuted by good arilsts, but most of them by
indifferent ones, so that it usually required
an expert to determine whether a note was
good or bad. Even when good, lis valus
varied to Inverse ratlo to ita distance from
the place of lsaue. Some gdod notes of the
middle western siaies were quoted in New
York at only 8§ per cent of their face value,
and some equally good notes of the south-
western states were quoled gven lower.
Thess notes were bought up by brokers,
who sold them at a profit to the employers
of Jlabor, who in turn psald them to work-
Ingmen at par for, wages. The working-
men pald them tg the getallers from whom
they purchased thelr hpusehold supplies,
and the latter, In order to recoup them-
selven, charged 10 per cent more profit on
thelr goods than otherwise they would have
beenn willing to accept. The systemm waa
viclous to the last _dé[um and, lke il
viclous systenis, ita chief burdens fell upon
the poor."

"Do you remember what was the treasury
estimate of gold and wsilver colns In the
whole colintry at the outbreak of the war?"

“Perfoctly. The estimate varied from
$200,000,000 to $200,000,000, of which §100,000,000
were held by the banka It was out of this
£100,000,000 that I borrowed §50,000,000 for thr
troasury.""

Quention of National Bank.

“Was, It, or s 1t in contemplation to make
the national bank system a stepping stone
to & nationsl bank of the United Saes?"

The judge took some time b fore answering
this question. He rose from his chalr, took
u turn or two about the room, then sat
down agoeln and spoke slowly and deliber-

ntely.
“Although =such was not my deslgn, I
wis quite conscious that such was ite ton-

dency, Was It Bully or Turgot who sald
that the structure of soclety depended
largely upon its system of money? 'l con-
tend that they are reciprocal; that the
syslem of mopey alwo depends upon Lhe
souial structure, Now what Is this structure
of ours? The first words of the constitution
established it beyond controversy: “We the
people of the United States,’' not the states
aa entitles, but the people of all the states,
Buch -a wocial structure is netional and It
inevitably demands & correspondingly na.
tiona! system of money. The ecirculation
must fit the organs and vesscls which are
Lo parry It an Lhe organs must

to the filuid which they are to distibute.*

"My polut ls, Judge, was the national
bank system which you originated designed
to bring about or to hasten this ocorre-
spondence ™

“Nealther one nor the other, but rather to
conform to =& ocorrespondence coreatad by
the constitution, but obstruoted by the
growth of corporations chartéred by the
states and permitted to exercise the na-
tional prerogailve of money."

“Permitied by whom?™

Here the judge took another turn about
the room.

In Its National Capacity,

“Hy the clreumstances which arose out
of the financial vicissitudes of the revolu-
tion, permitted by & negleot and indif-
farence that ripened Into custom and pre-
scription. Whaen the civil war compalied the
nation to act In it national capacity and
especially as agaldst some of the states
themselves. the utfer incongruity and the

flrmt
tonal bank system. One was as ndis-
ponuible as the other. The result was that
there never was a day when the treasury
wis not prepared to meet all demanda”™
Here the judge mat down agaln, with the
triumphant conclusion—""And that, I think,
s more than elther Bully of Turgot could
Eay."

Government Megulation of Carrency.

“While they are obliged to admit the
peccanities created by the war your critics
contend that the only justifioation for your
fiscal mensures wns thelr adventitious suc-
cens—in short, that ithey amounted to a
lucky stroke and cannot be defended upon
either economical br constitutional grounds,
For example, they insist that thes govern-
ment bhad no constitutional power to regu«
Inte the volume of form to the require-
ments of trade. Of course, I only mention
this in order to note your reply.”

Judge Chase hore cromsed his legs, put up
the fingers of both hands to meet In o
sort of arch and roplied without healtation.

"Teaving the volume of the currency to
be determined by the demands of trade,”
sald he, “is A& fallncy and war one of the
defecin of the state banks aystem. Currency
is & measure of value and In order that it
shall mensure value with precision, cer.
tainty and equity it should, like other
measures, be fixed not indead absolutely,
but In reference to some obvious, certaln,
and well recognized mark of trade—such,
for example, as the growih of population
and consumption. To regulate currency hy
trade itself would bLe Yke rogulating the
wige of the buahel by the amplitude of the
wheat erop. On the contrary, It s cur-
rency that should regulste trade and not
trade currency, because the former can,
while the latter cannot, be fixed. Money
can ba limited; trade is and ought to be
Nimitable. Its tendency s to grow spas-

modically untll it reaches the boundaries
of distance, mechanical facllities and
money. Its further tendency is to expand

to the boundaries of credit, In the ab-
pence of reguliated money Ita still further
tendency is to soar into the boundless
realma of speculation, there to collapse
into ruln and bankruptey."

“As to the constitutional power' con-
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the greenbhcks and second the na--

e Fiscal Measures of th

finged the Judge, “the fiscal messures, 1
will not say of mibe, but of the Lincoln
administration, as a whole, wore proposed
as auxilinry to the power to borrow money,
a8 an agency of the power to collect and
dipburss taxes, and an an exercine of the
power to regulate commoerte, and of the
power (o regulate the value of ¢oln. Of
the two first sources of powser., nothing
need De sald, The srgumont reiating to
them was long since exhausted, and is well
known, Of the other twa, it is not neod-
ful to say much. If congress can prasoribe
the stricture, equipment, and management
of vesselt to navigate rivers flowlng be-
tween or through different states as a
regulation ‘of commerce, congress may ns-
suredly detormine what adurrency shall be
employed In the Intirchange of their com-
nodities, which Ia the césence of com-
merce., Blatesmen who Luve agreed In lit-
tle else have concurred in the opinjon that
the power to regulate coln )s, In substance
pnd effect, & power to regulale currency,
and that the framers of the constitution
to Intended. It may well enough be ad-
mitted that while congress confines |t
regulation to welghta, finaness, shape and
device, banks and Indlvidunlz may issus
notes for currency In competition with
etin. But 1t s diffionlt to concelve by
what procesa of logic the unquestioned
power to regulute coin can be separated
from the power to malntain or restore its
aireulation, by excluding from curreticy all
private or corporate substitutes which af-
fect (ta value, whenever congress shall see
fit to exercise that power for that pur-
poss.’’

“In it a falr estimate that In 1881 there
were about $200,000,000 in gold in the loyal
states alone, the whole of which, with prac.
tieally the exception of a small balance In
the trensury, was exported during the fol-
lowing yearT"

Coln Was Withdrawn.

“lI oan only say,” replied Judge Chasas,
“that In November, 1881, we estimated the
coin In the banks and In cireulation In the
loyal states at $210,000,000 and that In No-
vamber, 1862, the coin had beon essentially
demonetized and actually withdrawn from
use we currency or as basla for currency.
The ignorant fears of forelgn investiors in
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nationnl and siate bonds and other unm.
erous  IAdiviluals In our own country
prompted large sacrifices upon evidences
of public and corporats Indebtednena Inh our
markets, and Iarge purchmses of coln for
remitiance abromd or hoarding at home
Taking advantage of these and other clr-
cimstances tending to an advance in gold,
spectlators emploved all the arts of the
market to Simulate that tendency and
carry the premium to the highest point.
That polnt, however. was always a fletle
tious one. Mow much of the coln with=
drawn from public view was sxported we
hid no means to determine with any pre-
cislon.”

"o what particular measures of admin-
istration do you especially attribute the
micoeas of the Immense and oft repeated
loans you negotinted In 188 and 18T

“First, In tna dlscretion which congreas
reposed In the secretary of the troasury to
choose his time for Issuing greenbacks and
Intarest bearing legnl tenders; second, to
the agencles employed to secure the popu-
Iar diffusion of the bonds; and. third, to
the establishment of the nutional bank note
eyetem. I waa all along opposed to any
further issues of legal tenders than what
were absolutely necessary.

HMin Sheet Anchor,

""The principle was my sheet anchor and
averybody knew that I held by it and In-
tended to hold by it so long as the cdble
would benr Lthe stralmt. When an issue of
bonds becamae lmperative [ consulted the
bankers. If they refused me, 1 lssued such
an additional amount of currency as tanded
to make money ocheap and lower the cur-
réent rater of Interest to the point wherse
the soven-thirtles, sixcs, or flves of the
government commanded a promium. ‘This
device umually floated the loan. On one
occasion, when the New York bankers hesl-
tated, 1 told them that unless they &ac-
cepted my terma I would go back to Wash-
Ington and lssue such a flood of green-
backs that it would soon cost them $1,000
to buy a breakfast. ‘Then | got the money."”

“"“Are you of the opinion, judge, that the
rate of Interost |s affected by the supplies
of new money?"’

“Yes; but only until the new currency
has enternd the clrculation and raised

pricea.  Permanently, the rate of intefes!
degonds upon the profits of trade.”

“What agencies were employed to peours
aiftusion of the loana™ 1 asksd

“My first plan was to employ a vast nuth-
ber of agents In Innumerable places, chiefly
revenue officers and postmasters, to dis-
tribute the seven-thirties. At the outset 1t
worked falrly well, but for reasons which
feed not be enlarged upon the plan had to
be abandoned. After being satisfied that
the capitallsts were oot rich enough to
take all that neceasity obliged us to offer.
wa turned amain e the people, that ex-
haustiess and unfalling source of svery
kind of satisfaction. (You are, of courss,
aware that 1 was formerly a demoerat and
that demos mean the people)

BEBmploys Jay Cooke,

“1 employed Mr. Jay Cooke, an Ohlo
banker of Integrity and experience, as the
person who, so far as 1 knew, appeared to
ba best gqualified for the task. He was
plnced under adeguate bonde and Jdlrected
to go ahead. Of course, the treasury lent
its powertful assistance In every way that
oould be suggested. The succesaful placing
of 400,000,000 of B2e In 1863 Adlstributed
throughout the whole country not In porses-
Blon of the confederates amply Justified
both the plan and the cholce of an agent
I know of no parallel to this finanolal
achlevement, Meanwhile the national bank
aystem was absorbing the loans In another
direction. It egan by practically sweeping
away the entire state banks' clroulation
converting an squal amount of capital into
United Btates bonds and locking up the
bonds In the treasury as mpecurity for the
new elreulation notes, thus taking them
out of the market. As the process con-
tinued It passed beyond the boundarios of
the state banks' clroulation until It ab-
serbed several hundred milllons of bonds.
These various means enabled me to ralse
during my term of office upward of 51,700,-
000,000, and this, too, while a tremendous
clvil war waa belng waged and without In.
Juring the businesa or prosperity of the
country; Indeed, trade, Inventions and gen-
ernl progress waore never befors and have
never been since Ko netive and beneficinl.”

“Judge, how do you account for thes faot
that the Inconvertible sresnback eurrency
never fall Into the rulnous conditlion of the
continental ourrency, the notes of the
Bangue Royale (John Law’'s bank) or tha

French revolutionary assigoats and man-
daten®"’

Bald Judpe Chaso: "The attitude of con

gresn, of the president, of the secretary bf
the treasury. In short of the entire govern-
ment, afforded the fullest nssurance, that

the notes would be pald at thaly face yalpl
in ooin: they werde made recslvable at
par for bonds, the Inlerest of which was
payvahle In coln: a coin sinking fund was
maintained; and the custoins duiles wera
always reqgulred to be pahd In eoln™

“fHat 414 not the high premium on gold

prove that these assurances were bul
lightly estesmed?”’
“‘No," replied the judge. “It la & mis-

take to asmume that the premitm on gold
correctly represented the depreciation of
the greenbacks or the popular estimation
of the probabliity of thelr redempllon In
coln. The market supply of coln wae not
freo, but largely controlled by enemles of
the eountry abrond and by speoulators at

home, T eounld supply ungestionabla evi-
dencon of the correciness of thin view,
Meanwhile,” concluded he, with & smils,

“yon mAy accept my emphatic declaration
that such was the cape.”

1 e¢nd these fow momoirs of Chief Juktics
Chate with a quotation from one of his
communications to econgress In 1860 It
scoms almost prophetio;

“No oarly day will probably witness the

reduction of the publie debt to the amount
required ne a basik for secured olrcula-
tion, Should no future warm arrost reduos-
tlon and again demand expenditures beyond
revenue, that day will, however, come &t
Inst. When it shall arrive the debt may
be rotained on low Interest at that amount,
or some other security for clireulation may
be devised, or, posaibly, the vast suppliés
of our rich mines may render all clrenln-
ton unadvisable except gold and the ab-
solute  represantatives and  equivalants,
dollar for dollar, of gold in the treasury,
or on safe deponit slxewhers. Tut those
conslderations may be for another genera-
tion." : :

Yot to this day the honorabis remaius of
this gr'elt statesman and stanch patriot lle
buried in a Cinclnnat! graveyard, without
s0 much a8 a tombstone over them.
‘Ingratior Romal!
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Estimate of Abraham Lincoln by a Former Slave

BY BOOKER T. WABHINGTON.
(Copyright, 109, by the Chicago Tribune.)
HEN 1 look back It seems to me

that almost the first name I
learned, aside from thosse of the
people who llved on of nDear

the Virginia plantation where I
L e Wwas born, was that of Abraham
Lincoln, who, forty-six years ago last
month, signed the proclamation whioh set
my people free,

The clreumstances under which 1 first
heard the name of the great emancipator
were these: When the war broke out T
was & small boy on a plantation in Frank-
In county, In the southwastern corner of
Virginlia. We were living In & remote
part of the couniry Pm]. although the
war was golng on all Eround us, we maw
little of It except when we saw them
brought back agaln—as we dld sometimes—
dead,

My mother was the cook on our planta-
tion and as I grew up and was able to
make myself useful my work was to atlend
my master's table at meal time., In the
dinlng room thers was an arrangement by
which a number of fans that hung to the
rafters over the table could be moved
slowly back and forth by pulllng a string.
It wos my business to work these fans st
meal time and that, ga 1 remember, was
the first work I ever did. As a reault, how-
ever, I was present at all the meals and
heard all the conversation that went on
there. Incidentally I heard & great deal
about the causes and progress of the war,
and though | understood very littie . of what
1L heard there was one name that stuck fast
In my memory and that was the name of
Abraham Lincoin, The reason that I re-
membered this name more than the others
was because L was the one name that [
encountered at the “big house,” which
I heard repeated In different tones and
with different significance in the cabins of
the slaves.

Many a night before the dawn of day 1
have been awakened to find the figure of
my dear molher bending over me as 1 lay
huddled up in & corner of the kitchen,
praying that ‘“Marse Lincoln" might sue-
ceed and thal some day I might be free.
Under these clroumstances the name of
Lincoln made & great impression upon e
and I nover forgot the circumstunces under
which 1 first heard It

Attracted by Lincoln.

Among the masses of Lhe negro peopls
on the piantations during the war all their
dreams and hopes of freqdom were In spme
wiy or other coupled wtih the name of
Lincoln, When the slaves sang those rude
plantation hymne, In which thought of
heaven and salvation were mingled with
thoughte of freedom, 1 suspect they fre-
quently confused the vislon of the Bavior
with that of the emancipator, wnd so sal-
vatlion and freedom came L0 mekn sOome-
times pregtty much the sames thing.

There Is an old plantation hymn thai
runs something sa foliows:

My brudder, how long,

v we done sufferin' here?
It won't be long,

It won't 3

‘Fore de Lord will call us home.

Vhen that song was first sung the free-
dom of which it spsaks was the freedom
that comes after death, and the "home"
to which it referred was heaven. Afier the
war broks out, however, the slaves be
gun 1o sing these [froedom songs with
greater vehemence, and they galhedia new
and more definite maaning. To such an
exient was this the case that In George-
town, 8. €, It i# sald that negroes were
put In jall for singing the song which I
bhave quotled.

£

1866, entered
Richmond Immedlatsly after it had been
evacuated by the confederate armiss the
colored people, to whom 1t spemed aimcst
aa If the “last day” had come, greated the
strange, kindly figure of the president as
If he had been their Bavior instead of
merely their lberator.

There I8 & story of one old aunty who had
& aick child in her arms when the prosident
peased through the city. The child was
alarmed nt the surrounding rict, and wus

president, which she waa afraid to do, and
she would try to turn the child's head In
that direction, and would twrs around her-

8 whole owes to the man who liberated
the slaves. There is no one now, north ar
wouth, who belleves that slavery was A
good thing, even for thoss who seemed to
profit most by It; but hard and cruel
As the system freguently was In the caae
of the black man, the whits man suffered
guite as much from the evils that it pro-
duced. In order to hold the negro In
slavery It was nscessary to keep him In
ignorance. The result was that the south
condemned itself, not merely to omploy
none but the poorest and most expeansive
labor, but what was worse, (0 use all Its
higher intellectual, moral, and religious
energles In defending, before the world,
its right to hold another race, not merely
in & condition of Ignorance, but of moral
and spiritual degradation.

There |8 no task that Individual or & peos
ple can undertake w'!bch is s0 ungrateful
and mo cartaln, in the long run, to fall,
as that of holding down another Individual
or another race that s trying to riss, It is
not possible, you know, for aa individual
to, .hold another individual down In the
gutter without staying down there. with
Lim. Ho it Is not possible for one race to
devote a Inrge share of its time and atten-
tion to keeping another race down with-
out losing some time and some energy
that might otherwise have been used in
ralsing iteelf higher In the scale of clviliza-
tlon.

Bouth Out of Toweh.

Under the Influence of slavery the south
was fast getting out of touch and sympathy
wizh all the generous, upbullding, and.eivil-
1zing influences of the world.

Abraham Lincoln, in giving freedom to
the black man, who was & slave, gave it at
the same time to the whits man, who woas
free, Hp not merely loosened the en-
alaved forces of nature In the southern
states, but he emancipited the whole United
Btates from that sectlonal and fratricidal
hatred which led the white man In the
south to look upon his brother In the north
a8 an enemy to his section and himeelf,
and led the white mmn In the north to
look upon his brother In the south as an
enemy not merely to the nation, but also
to mankind. 1 have had some sxperisnce

, of physical slavery, and I have known, too,

what it ls to hate men of another race,
and I can say positively that there ia no
form of slavery which s so degrading as
that which leads one man to hate another
becauss of his race, his condition, or the
color of his skin,

All ‘these things dld not seem.lo clear to
us before the war as they do now, and yet
there have always been peaple In the south
who clearly saw the evils of slavery and
opposed them. If the Limes had permitiad
these men In the south to look calmly upon
the course of events, they would have
found themselves in close sympathy with
Abraham Lincoln. Now that the excie-
away, not merely these men, but many
others in the south, are beginning to see
that during the whole course of the civil
war the wsouth had no more sincers
friend than the abolitionist president of the
United Biatsa, Abraham Lincoln, He, at
least, never forgot, during all the long and
bloody struggle, that a time Was coming
when the men who fought for the south
and the men who fought for the union
must settle down wide by side as fellow
citiaens of the one indivisible republic.

Let Us Judge Not.

Bome one who was present when ILin-
woin heard the news of Lee’s surrender
said that Jeff Davis ought to be hung,
The president In reply quoted from his
inaugural address, “Let us judge not that
we be not judged.' Another sald thai the
sight of Libby prisdn forbade mercy. "Let
us judge not'” he repeated, “that we be
not judged.” This was said at the ciose
of the war when the whole north waas
aflame with the news of vicltory. A year
before, however, he had sald In his jooular
way, ""We should avold planting and cultl-
vatling too many thorns i the bosom of
soclety.” ANl through the war he msaw,
what southern stateameon either shut their
eyes 1o or failed to see., that even had
the south won in the war the old struggle
between freedom and slavery would have
gone on Just the same, under other banners
and other battle criea

“Phyelcally speaking,” he sald, o his
first Inaugural address, ''we cannot sepa-
rate, We capnot reove our respective
seclions from one another, mor bulld an
impassible wall between them. A husband
and wife may be divoreed and go out of
the presence and beyond the reasch of ons
anothesy bul the different parts of our
country cannot da this They cannot but

laws can among friends? Suppose you go
to war, you cannot fight always, and when
after much loss on both sides and no guin
on elther you cease fighting the identical
old question aw to terms of intercourse are
again upon you.'

Was Bound te Continue,

Whether as sepamle nations, or as sepi-
rate states of the same nation, the struggle
between freedom and slavery was bound to
continue. Had it been pomssible to put an
oend to tha conflict over mlavery, batween
the peopis of the northern and people of
the southern states, it would soon have
broken out again within the southern
states themasolvess. It should never be
forgotten that there was always a minority
in the south which openly or in silence
oppomsed slavery, After 1830, when the aboll-
tion agitation sprang up.in the nortlt and
it came to be considersd a sort of treason
in the south to lend any sort of favor to
abolitlon sentiments, the opinions againgt
slavery were no longer openly axpreased In
the mouth, but the opposition to alavery did
not cenmss, Thousands of people who sub-
mitted to the censorship that was ot that
time lmposed upon the open expression of
opinion, sllently evaded the laws, and upon
some plea or other emancipated their
glaves or sent them into free states, whete
their freedom was agsured. This Is shown
by the faost of the constantly increasing
number of *'free pegroes,” both In tho
in spite of the efforts that were made to
northern and southern states, and this, too,
colonize this class of citizens abroad.

Southerner by Bilrth,

No one knew these facts better than Lin-
¢oln, Heé mentions them in his debates
with Douglas. In this conneotlon it should
not be forgotten that Lincoln was a south-
erner by birth. If he did not share the
prejudioes of the southern people ha at
lsast understood and sympathized with
them. In his debuate with Douglos he spoke
us & southerner rather than a8 & northern
abolitionist.

The extrems abolitionists of tha eastern
states wers frequently violently oppused Lo
him, Becauss of his attituds on the fugi-
tiyve slave iaw, Wendaell Phillips wrote an
articlsa entitled *“Abraham Lincoln, the
Blave Hound of Tllinols."

The northwest territory, of which Ohlo,
Indiana and Illinols, Wisconsin and Mich-

igan were formed, was largely settled by
southerners who were opposed to slavery.
These men remained southerners in sentl-
ment and traditlon, They did not ovase to
love the south because they had gone Into
valuntary exile from it, In & certaln mense
it is true, therefore, that the abolltion
movement of the middie west, which Lin-
coln represented, was the moral sentiment
of tha south turned against its own pe-
cullar Institutions. It was not the opposl-
tion of strangers nor of allens lg tradition
and sentiment that the south met In Lin-
c¢oln and In the antl-slavery people of In-
diana, Ohio, Kentucky and TIllinols from
whom he sprang. It was to a large degres
the opposition of southerners to that instl-
tution of the south that not only endan-
gered the unlon of the states, but was
slowly and Insidlously destroying the soutl,

Are Direct Imheritors.

I think It & Important to point out this
connection of Lincoln with the south and
with southarn soti-slavery sentiment, be-
oause there are men in the south today
who are working, sliently and earnesty,
still In the spirit of thmg elder generation
of antl-slavery men, in order to complete
the work that Lincoln began. In & certain
way I may say that these men are the di-
rect Inheritors of that moral sentiment of
the south, which, as I bave sought to sug-
gest, was represented by Abraham Lin-
coin and the southern anti-slavery men of
the middie west.

As the years have passed all sections of
the country have learned to look with al-
tered views upon the men snd the lasues
of the clvil war, Many things that seemed
of overshadowing importance forty or fifty
years ago now look amall and insignificant.

Many persons who were In the foreground
then have now moved Into the background.
Looking at these persond and events from
i distance, as usually happens, they look
smaller and less siguificant. There is only
one figure that seems 10 grow constantly
bigger and more Impressive as the years
g0 by, It Is with a really great man as it
is with a lofty tower standing in the midst
of a crowded clity. As long as you are near
it thera are a multitude of smaller and
more animated scenes and objects that Als-
tract your sttentlon and you get only the
moat distorted ldea of the lofty structury
near you. But as you move farther and

farther away other abjects sink into In-
aignificance and it looms lnrge and serene
above them, Wor the first time you see the
mighty edifice In Its true proportions.

He Looms Large.

An It Is with the tower In the city, mo It )

is has been with Abraham Lincein, Year
by year he looms larger above the horimon
of our national life—a great, serene; benefl-
cent  figure—which sesims to  stréteh Its
arms out to us, saying of that war as ha
did at Getiysburg:

"It Ia for us, the Mving, rather to be dedis
cated to that unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly
ndvanced. It Is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remnining be-
fore us, that from these honored demd we
taks ingreased devotlon to that cause for
which they gave the lust full measure of
devotion; that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have disd in wvaln:

that this nation, undar God, shill have a

new birth of freedom; and that govern-
ment of the people, by the peopls and for
the people shall not perish from the earth.*,

Although each portlon of the Amerlean
people still look at Abraham Lineoln from a-

different angle and with widely differsat_ .

scntiments and feelings, It s still true, I,

believe, that thé whole country has learmad ,

to honor and revers his memory. To the
south he appears, as I have said, no longer
&8 an enamy, but a wise and sincars friend.
To the people who have Inherited the tradl-
tions of the north he is the preserver of the
union, the second founder of the nation,
but to the negro people he will femaln
for all time the lberator of thelr race. In
the eyes of the excited and ecstatic freed-
men at the closs of the war Lincoln ap-
peared not merely us & great man, but s
& personal frlend; not merely an émanecl-
pator, but & savior, I confess that the
more 1 learn of Lincoln's life the more’ I
am disposed to look at him much as my
mother and those early freedmen dld, not
merely a®s & greal man, not mersly as
slatesman, but as one to whom I dan cer-
tainly turn for help and Inapirdtion—as &
great moral leader, In whose patiencs, tol-
erance .and broad human sympathy thers
ga salvatlon for my race, and for £l1 thoso
who are down, bul struggling to rise

—

Lincoln’s Last Review of an Army Co}ps

BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL J. A. WAT-
ROUS, RETIRED.
(Copyright, 190, by Tribune Company, Chl-
Ccngo.)

RESIDENT LINCOLN, one of
two members of his cabinet and
Generals W. T. Bherman and
Goorge T. Mende were at Geu-
eral Grant’'s headquarters, City
b ¥ Point, Va., the night of March

&4, 1685, Before daylight the morning of the

#th General John B, Gordon's large con-
tedurate force aurprised the Ninth corps In
front of Petersburg, captured Fort Btead-
man and many prisoners before he was
checked and driven back with great loss
in killed, wounded and prisonsrs. The at-
tack was ons of the most daring and skili-
ful made on either side In the great war.
Had it been succemsful the Army of the
Potomse would have been cut in two and

undoubtedly great disaster would have come
to the union causs,

The Second, Fifth and Bixth corps were
immediately ordered under arms to be ready
10 move 1o the ald of the Ninth conps should
it nead help. The Fifth corps had marched
three miles in the direction of the batile
when an alde Informed General Warren, the
commander, that the enemy had been re-
pulsed, snd directed him to halt and hold
his command in readiness for action,

Boon after nocn General Warren was or-
dered to march his corps to a =frge fleid
near Yellow tavern amd propare It for re-
view by President Lincoln.

The president, General Meade and a cabl-
net minister left City Point on a special for
Potersburg while the battle was still on.
The traln was met by  an ambulance, In
which the president, Mr, Steward and Colo-
nel Ruggles of Meade's staff wure seated
for & ride over the battlefield, Mr, Lin-
coln asked many gquestions, and Among
them, “What would have happened If Gen-
eral Lee had won and pushed his army
through the unton army?' “I think you
would have besen hurried down the Jamos
river and to Washington Lo escupe capturs.”
said Huggles. “Not as bad as that, | hope,
for I'm getting a good rest with the army.”
He asked to be driven to the field. where
there were three or four thousand confed-
eratd prisoners. Among the prisoners were
many colored men, servants, cooks, hos-
Uers, eto, Mr. Lincoln viewsd the meno in
gray for a moment snd broke the silence
with: “Yes, colonel, thers they are. In
black and whith. ™

Whaen e FULh corpe weie paraded for

roview alds were sent along the line to
K:ve final Instructions and let the troops
know who was going to review them,

The announcement that Mr. Lincoln was
coming to lock them over just befors the
spring campalgn was to open, brought
forth a roar of cheers, such &8s only men
of A seasoned army can glve. One of the
orders was that each brigade shoild stand
at “'present” until the president bad
passed It, and then come to an “order.”
after which, at the call of the brignde
commandear, threa cheers and a tiger”
were to be given for the commander-in-
chief.

The ambulance had been exchanged for &
fanhionable two-horse open curriage before
reaching our corps. The president sat In
the and of the seat nearest the soldisrse,
Tad, his youngest son, a little fellow, rode
n black pony close to the carviuge. The
roviewing party, which consisted of the
preaident. General Meade, Becretary
Beward, and little Tad Lincoln, rode about
two rods In front of the troops, thus giv-
Ing us a good chance to see our greal
commandsr-inchief &t close range, and
him an opportunity to look Into the faces
of men who for nearly four years had
been helping hiim to preserve the union.

Theta were twelve brigndes In the corps
and sbout 25,000 soldlers, the most of whom
had fought at Bull Run, Antietam, Fred-
erioksburg, Chancellcraville, Getiyaburg;
with Grant from the Wjlderncss down
through Spottsylvania, North Anna s&nd
Cold Harbor to Petersburg, and from there
to Weldon Rallroad and Hateher's Run,

Af the president's carriage approached

the right of a brignde the commander
guve the pommands: “Attention!” “Bhoul-
der, arms!" “"Present, arms!" Slowly,

with hin high hat held In his left hand, the
president passed down the line o the
brigade’s left, his eyes secmingly giued on
the bronsed faceos before him. Then came
these commands: “Shoulder. arms!"” Order,
srma!” “Now, all together, three cheers
for the president’ Bome of the ecmmand.
ers amended this by calling for cheers for
“Father Abrnham.” One called for choeers
for “Uncle Abe, the man we'll signd by
until the war is over—the man we love.”

How the sober, sorrowflul face brightened
when he heard those soldlers wive cheers
he knew there was loysl heaart In -
cheers that wmeant something, not pumped
Uy afpisuse -

Down past the twelve brigades rode the
denr old president, sach one paying him
the higheat honor it could on a review.

How vivid the scenes tome back to me
down through the nearly forty-four event-
ful years aince that Impressive war event—
since Lincoln's last review of ‘the army
oorps. I had meen him in three othar re-
views—at Balley's Oross 8 a fow
miles out from Washington; after Antis-
tam, and opposite Fredericksburg—but they
had not Impresssed me an the last ore did.’
During the review an artillery dual be-
tweon contending armies began.  Boores of
cannon roared, the whita clouds from the
sxploding shells hung all along the Second
corps’ front, and some of the Hylng pleces
sANE saucy songs for the reviewer and the
reviewed.

As the president’'s carringe corpleted the'
drive, wheeled, and the horses started in &
rapid trot on the return trip L0 Geneml
Mead's headquarters, Genersl Warren's
B.000 soldiers, from major genorals to the
newest recruit, broke out In cheprs without
orders, and thay kept-it up untfl Mr, Lin-
coln had pessed the last brigade. Most
of the time the president was A
waving hls hat and amillng. What a happy
event It was, What a Joyous parting.

Four days laler the closing campslgn of
that army begun; two weeks from that
closing review came Appomatox; five days
from Appotatiox came (he sssassination,
Tow fondly he and his soldiers were logiks -
ing for the end of the war which thea
seemed 80 near. Hut the end found 1,000,000
fighting men In mourning, most of therm
weeping like children at & parenl's grave,
because thelr greal, wise, brave, loving
loader waa not rejolcing with them.

One more incldent of the never-to-be-tor-
gotten review should be mentioned. One of
the companies of & western regiment ocon-
talned & crasy man whe never missed a
march or battlp, but he was sure o -do
strange and out of the piace things Aw
the prosident’s cadriage was opposjle this
company the crasy man left the ranks and
falriy flew to the carriage and when . it
stopped he dropped on his knees and began
to pray Lo Mr. Ldncoln. His captain rushed .
After him and was about to pull m to
hia feet when Mr. Lincoin raised his hasd
and sald, “Never mind, capiain
comfort him and It ‘noss mot i‘::
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