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ADAMS COUNTY A KINGDOM OF WONDROUS SOIL WEALT

Hastings the

Thriving Metropolis of a County That Has More than Realized the Hope of the Pioneers Who First Made Homes on the Broad Prairies of the Republican Valley

DURXEE, ADAMS COUNTY.

RESIDENCE OF W. A. TAYLOR, HABTINGS,
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SEOTION OF NEBRASKA ASBYLUM FOR INSANE, HABTINGS.

ESS than half a century ago, Adams
county was a good piace to go Lo
trade with the Bget
scalped by the BPut the
dim and waning trull has

broadened with the years Into a highway of
civilization. It was a span of mules that be-
came responsible for the discovery of Adams
county This event dates back to a bright
gpring morning in 1869, when a lone horse-
man rode out across the divide north of the
valely of the Republlean. He could see only
prairie, except for the narrow winding Blue
A few miles away was the old emigrant roud,
Here was the trall of the white man through
the land of the Indlan and the buffalo.

The horseman find the
palr of mules that had strayed away from
his camp on the Republican, saw In a vigion

trapper and
Indian

Indinn

who came to

a desert transformed Into a4 productive fleld;
a white man'e home Instead of a negleclted
wild prairie.

Mprtimer M. Kress,
BilL,"™ and M. J. Fouts, “Californla Joe,"”
were ex-soldlers of the United States. For
several years thoy had tramped through the
middle west followlng the pursuit of
trappers. It was ““Wild BIL" who came in
gearch of the wandering mules and his
search brought him into what {8 now Adams
county. When he returned to camp he in-
duced Fouts to join him In settling in the
uninhabited country.

In the fall of 1860, Kress and FFouts
settled on homesteads on Section 13 of what
I8 now Little Blue precinet. These frontiers-
men were the ploneers of Adams county and
both have lived to see a greater development
than either expected. Both are stiil lving
on their original ¢lalms,

These trappers that followed the mules
in their almless wandering, into the
glorlous empire of adventure and resources
the world ever saw, have the frontier,
They have bid good-bye to the desert and tho
wilderness.

The early Llstury of Adaws
reads Illke fiction Life came, Indian and
buffalo, fur trader and misslonary, frelghter
and heomesteader, and rallroad,
Each moved across the stage and has playved
his part often unconsciously in fts dramatic
higtory. Then began the development, little
by little, Farms aprang into existence, The
soil was tested and found to be prolific for
agricultural purposes. Then followed the
factory and the fouudry, banks and mer-
cantile houses, until today, an Industrial and
agricultural empire has been ploughed out
of the wilderness of half a century ago,
There is little left of the cherished surround-
Ings of the days of the early ploneers An
occaslonal covote or timber wolf s seen
rlong the streams, but (8 regarded as a
novelty more than a nulsance,

On November T, 1871,
state, W. H. James, acting governor, Issued
a proclamation suthorizing the election of
county officers and the location of a county
seat In Adams county. At the eleetlon held
of the same twenty-

known as "Wild

most

lost

rounty

ax team

Secretary of

on December 12, year,
nine cast thirteen
ofllcers This took
seventeen years after the creation of the ter-
ritory of Nebraska, with an area of
351,000 square miles. This Included all of
Nebraska, part of Wyoming, Montana and
the Dakotas. The census taken In 1870 gave
Adams county a total population of nineteen.
The first election In Amams county for presl-
1872, at which

and
election

Yoles wore county

elected. place

over

dentinl electors was held In
time 124 votes were cast for Grant and 9 for
Greeley

The establishment of the town of Hast-
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FARM YARD SCENE IN ADAMS COUNTY.

ings was an after thought with the men who
scttled the three

formed

upon homesteads which
the originul parts of the town., Of
the five first merchants, four still reside in
Hastings and three are actively engaged In
Alexander ¢ame Lo Hast-

1872,

business, Bamuel

Ings on April 22, and on July 18,
opened the first business house with a gen-
oral stock of merchandise The first drug
store in the city was opened March 24, 15873,
by A. Andrus., W. H. Stock opened the first
meat market Junuary 1, 1873, The firm
of Abbott, Batty & Dow, began the practice
of law, June 2, 1873 The ploneer
paper of Hastings was the Jourual, estab-
lished by A, L. Wigton and M. K. Lewis.
They Issued the first paper on May 24, 1873.
The frst paper from the press was sold at

auction for $10.50,

NewWs-

In the early months of 1873, town lots
in what |8 now the busincgs district
sold for from £15 to $206. Before the close
of 1873, Hastings became a thriving busi-
ness polnt By reason of its location at the
junction of two Important lines of railroad,
the Burlington and St. Joe & Grand Island,
the town was an actlve trading point for a
large territory Hastings' first hotel, the
Roaring Gimlet, was noted more for Its
peculiar name than for its excellent accoms-
modation. This hotel was bullt in 1872 and
1873, The April storm of 1873 will always
pccupy & notable place In the history of
Adams connty. [t eame upon the people late
in the afternoon of Baster Sunday, April 13,
and lasted for three dayve. It is remembered
by early settlers as the most serious storm
which has ever swept over Nebraska,

were

Hastings has figured prominently us a
rallrond the i{nauguration of
gerviee on the 8t, Joe & Grand Tsland in the
Intter part of 1872. With only two lines of
ratlrond, Hastings would now be Inferior as
a shipping point to numerous small towns
throughout the but In the
days, the advent of the second line of rall-
rond the

center since

state; ploneer

marked begiuning of an epoch of
continued and substantial growth; for the
seennd road gave that advantage
in this section of the country.
The present superintendent of the Lincoln
division of the Burlington, Mr. E. Bignell,
ran an engine hauling construction material
over this line In June, 1872
to locate the town of Hastings. Until the
postoffice was establlehed In October, 1872,
Hastings was not recognized by the Burling-
ton road. The elty named after the
contractor who bullt the St Joe & Grand
Isiand raflroad. Samuel Alexander was one
of the three men who selected the name,
No one can lift the vell and look Into
the future, but it is quite plaino that Adams
coupty will become one of the leading coun-
ties of the state in the dairy Industry. Ex-
pert dairymen of the state are confident that
cows producing 5,000 pounds of milk and
200 pounds of butter annually are in reach
of every farmer or dalryman who will take
the paing ta bring his cows up to such a
standard, The average yleld for each
{s less than 4.000 pounds of milk and about
160 pounds of butter. There are 21,000,000
cows In the Unlted States and thelr av
is 3,660 pounds of milk a year As 8 natlon
twenty pounds of butter
per eapita per year, About one-third of the
nation’s output of butter comes the
tarmers, where about 3.500,000 farmers and
thelr familien still churn Over 6,000
ereameries make the rest of the 1,500,000 .-
000 pounds that we uge annually. More and
more each year the farmers of Adams county

town an
over all other

, and was unable

WHs

cow

erage

we consume about

from

are turning their attention to the dairy in-
dustry.

The feediug of stock has becomse one
of the great industries of Adams county.
last vear the farmers sold and shipped out
of the county 7,400 head of beef cattle and
34,000 head of fat hogs. In the early days
before the eondensation of freight, whan It
cost u8 much to ship a ecar load of cattle to
Chicago as It did a car load of corn, and be-
fore the days of great packing-houses on the
Missour! river, the farmers of Adams county
labored under a great disadvantage. Few
people realize the savings to the farmers by
the condensation referred to. It takes fully
two car loads of corn to fatten one car load
of steers. A car of steers {8 hauled from
the local atation in Nebraska to the Missouri
river packing house for less thnn one car
load of corn and two curs of cattle
are condepsed again Into less than one car
load of dressed beef, and this one car load
s hauled to Chleago for less money than a
car load of corn was formerly transported.
This glves the farmer the full producer’'s
profit on his cereals and also a better profit
on his llve stoek; and s a concentration in
freight of at least four to one. This repre-
gents milllons of dollarg each year to the
farmers of Nebraska. The average citizen,
if he conslders the matter at all, gives only
passing thought to the resources of Adams
county and Nebraska and does not stop to
realize Its enormous wealth, what has
already been accomplished and what I8 yvet
to be done,

Adams county has 100,000 fruit trecs
in full bearing, conslsting of apples, peaches,
plums and cherries. Last year the county
sold and shipped to market 751,000 bushels
of corn and 1,500,000 bushels of wheat be-
sldes 81,000 bushels of oats, Adams county
ig about twenty-four miles square and has
about 24,000 population. The city of Hast-
ings is the county seat of Adams county and
has a population of about 12,5600, It is the
heart of the most extensive and
fertlle  agricultural and stock growing
prairie countries on the continent and four
of the great rallroad systems engaged In the
development of the west, have found it to
thelr advantage to bulld llnegs inte and
through the elty. It is the end of the
divislon of the C. B. & Q. system with s
maln Chleago and Denver line, [ts Kearney,
its Aurora, and Its Republican villey
branches. It has one of the most important
arms# of the Union Pacific svstem in its St.
Joe & Grand Island brunch, which Is & link In
the main line of that company from 8t. Louls
to the coast. It has a branch of the Missourl
FPacifie which, with the 8t Joe and Burling-
ton roads, give it three competing lHnes to
Kansas City, St. Loulg, and points south. It
also has an arm of the Chleago & North-
western and kreat rallway sys-
tems have In all ten arms radlating out of
the city in all directions, bringing it in close
tonch with all parts of the
country,

Hastings has first-claks wnter, sewer
and eleetrie Hght plants, with their attendant
ccnvenlences for Industrial For post-
offien federal imrpoges [t has a
sovernment bullding with grounds on which
$135,000 has been expended. 1t has a county
court house, with grounde on which slun_’.
000 has been expended: a state inatitution
vith grounds on which over $250.000 has
been expended: a high school bulldlm: with
grounds on which £100.000 has been ex-
pended; a college with good buildings and a
cash endowment of $100,000; a fine public

there

of one

these four

surrounding

s

and court

(Continued on Page Four.)

ADAMS COUNTY COURT HOUSE.

POSTOFFICR ..T HASTINGS.

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION BUILDING, HASTINGS.
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INTERIOR FIRST NATIONAL BANK, HASTINGS,

BECOND STREET, LOOKING WEST, HASTINGS,




