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Omaha’s Poultry show has taken
wing.

Castro must be chagrined to hear
how well Venezuela js getting along
without him.

Omaha broke #o0 many records in
1908 that it will have to go some to do
better in 1909,

Even the astronomers at the Lowell
observatory report that their business
is looking up this year.

The goosebone prophet who foretold
a long and exceedingly cold winter may
now begin preparing hls explanation.

Castro says he propoges to spend the
rest of his days in Berlin, There's no
objection, unless it comes from Berlin.
]

The opening of the base ball sea-
son will be the real New Year's day
for a large proportion of the popula-
tion,
\

Mr. Roosevelt would like to capture
& white rhinoceros in Africa. Chances
are he would not look at a white ele-
phant.
I

“Should actresses marry?” asks a
French paper. How else could they get
the divorcea they meed for advertising
purposes?

If you have anything to say to the
Kalser, you may now send him a let-
ter for 2 cents, a saving of 3 cents
from the old rate,

| -

Nuv;l'ohlun are now to be re-
guired to ride horseback, as a test of
their fitness. That ought to be easy
for horse marinea.

No ome will question but that State
Representative Htoecker wrote hls pro-

punclaments as & candldate for
speaker all by himseif,
“Millionalres smile rarely,” says

Mr. Carnegie. Bame may be sald of
those who get Into business competl-
tion with mililonsires

The accused Tennessee night riders
bave falled to prove thelir alibls. The
mnext line of defense will probably be
an appeal to brainstorms.

‘“There are three parties to eyery
divoree case, the plalntiff, the defend-
ant and the publie,” says the Brooklyn
Eagle. Add one f{or the co-respondent.
.

Parie bhas just been visited by a ter-
riflo snowstorm, We felt something of
that kind would happen after Pres!-
dent Fallleres had his whiskers pulled,
\

Mayor Jim may yet have an oppo-
pnent for renomination within his own
party. BSo far, however, he is not los-
ing any uleep over those mentioned to
date, -

The army reports that there are
only 200,000 first class rifles in the
country and about 350,000 of the ob-
eolete brand. That's an argument for

peace.

e
Can it be possible that those ‘‘cats,
dogs and other tame anlmals” on top
of the ecity hall have excited the jeal-
ousy of the wild animals within the
city hall? -

A deteotive who has been conduct-
ing the Investigations says there are
but six honest men in the Pittsburg
city doupmcil, which has ninety-four
members., The number & larger than

MR TAFT IN THE SOUTH.
The enthusiastic welcoming of Mr
Taft to the south, from his reception
AL Aungusta o his latest Interchange
with a deiegation of representalive
men at Birmingham, has unusual glg-
nificance, In view of the fact that he
har stated one of his purpoges to be Lo
Induee the south to break away from
its hide-bound political traditions. The
south Is welcoming Mr. Taft, not out
of curiosity, but apparently from a
disposition to get better acqualnted

{with him and to join him, at least half

way, In any plan for Iis restoration to
a place In the counclls of the nation.
There Is no doubt that the real feel-
ing of the south & voleed in the ad-
dress Inviting Mr, Taft w visit Bir-
mingham, In which General Rufus N.
Rhodes, as chairman of the commitea
sald: :

1 am golng to tnke advantage of this
opportunity to say to you that |f you
knew the hesct and the hesd of the men
of the south and particulafly of Birming-
ham, you would know that Lhey regard
the result of the last slection as u bene-
diction from God Almighty Him=elf to
the people of the south over thelr pro-
test. 1 am & democrat. Most of these
gontiomen waroe demoerats, but wa have
come to love yvou for your human quall-
tles, for we understand that sour syme-
pathles are broad as the universe, but
becaune you have come here, sir, Indicat-
Ing to us that you wanl the south once
agein to hold ts place In the counclls of
the nation

General Rhodes is the veteran eodi-
tor of one of the biggest and best of
the democratic newspapers of the
south and his expressions must be ac-
geptad as reflecting the best sentiment
of the thoughtful men of his section.
S6mething of his attitude has Dbeen
forecasted by other leading democratie
newspapers of the south and Mr,
Taft's visit will do much to give en-
couragement to those who have been
long working in an effort to advance
from old landmarks and cstablish in-
dependence of thought and political
action In the entire south.

Mr. Tafl does not hesitate to #ry
that he hopes good may come of his
visit by the political breaking up of
the south to correspond with the po-
titical breaking up of the north mak-
Ing polities a subject of uncertaluty,
a subject for discussion and independ-
ent action throughout the country. No
greater service could be aceomplished
for the benefit of the whole country
than the success of plans to that end.
All observers agree that the trend
toward republicanism is very marked
in the south. The five border states
were republican in thelr, aggregate
vote last November while in Virginia,
North Caroling, Tennessee, Georgla

and Arkansas, the republican vote In-
creaged to the point where even the

democrats recognize that the party has

a standing and must be considered a

factor in future campalgns. South
Carolina, Loulsiana and Missiseippi
are the only southern states still com-
pletely under democratic domination
and in which the republican party
does not have a strong, effective,
fighting and growing organization.
The business south is rapidly tiring of
bourbonlsm and coming to appreciate
the fact that {ts best Interests lle with
progressive political pollcles. Mr.
Taft's appeal to this Interest to ally
ftself with the side of best govern-
mént {8 bound to have benaficlal ef-
fect,

ABUSING THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE

Two copngressmen have been notified
that the typewriters they attempted to
send to thelr homes under thelr con-
gressional franks dre being held at
the postofMce in Washington awaliting
the payment of $19% In postage on
each. The members have, of course,
protested to the postmaster general
and a ruling has been asked on the
right of a mere postmaster to withhold
from the malls anything offered under
the frank of a congressman.

The Incldent serves to call re-
newed attention tp the abuse of the
franking privilege that has grown to
be little short of a scandal. The pur-
poge of the frunk was to enable mem-
bers of congress to seénd their official
letters and printed public documents
through the mails without the pay-
ment of postage. Even that privilege
offered leeway for abuse by allowing
the campaign committees of both
parties to flood the country with ex-
tracts from the Congressional Record,
and inserted originally in the Record
for just that purpose. The greater
abuse, however, has been In the use
of the frank to sending all sorts of
stuff through the mails free of cost.
It 18 a matter of record and common
knowledge In Washington that mem-
bers have used the frank to send their
personal belongings, even household
goods, through the malls. Ona thrifty
Kéntucky congressman used to send
his laundry home every week under
a frank and an eminent statesman
from Illinols sent his household goods
and his library home under a frank,
the total filling two frelght cars. So
greatly has the privilege been abused
that a postmaster general reported a
few vears ago that the cost of carry-
Ing the franked matter of congréessmen
was a8 large as the annual defieit of
the Postofice department,

CONSOLIDATE THE TAXES

If the coming legislature wants to
make a hit with the taxpayers of
Omabs and st the same time relieve
the official tax gatherer of unnecessary
expenditure of time and money, it will
consolidate the tuxes !mposed here on
real and personal property for the sup-
port of state, county, school and mu-
nicipal governments. As it is now the
ordinary taxpayer in Omahs is con-
fronted with this coafusing schedule:

County and state taxes due November I,
ecach year !

County and state persoual taxes delin-
quent December 1, Mame yoar

County and state real esiuts laxes delln-
quent May 1, following year

City taxes due May 1, saph yoar.

wost peaple had boon led Lo bellove,
L1 -

City ages delingueat July 1, swme year.
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Not only do we have county and
state taxes dus and delingquent at dit-
ferent times from city and school
taxes, but also a difference between
the times when personal and real os-
tate taxes become delinquent for
county and state. In other words,
every taxpayer who pays on both per-
sonalty and realty and who takes ad-
vantage of the time allowed must
make three trips to the treasurer’s
office at three different times and the
treasureér must make three separate
tax collections and issue three separate
tax recelpts.

That there I8 no good reason for this
multipileity of tax payments g self-
evident. In no other city in the state
Ig the same system employed, REvery-
where else but in Omaha a single tax
bill is rendered with distinet itema for
tixes due county, state, clty and school
district and the payment is made in a
lump sum In exchange for s gingle re-
celpt.

The peculiar condition existing in
Omaha is an outgrowth of the consoll-
dation of city and county treasuried
and may have been excusable for the
transition perfod, but its continuance
I8 no longer necessary.

THE FIGHT ON DR. WILEY.

With the demand that he be de-
posed, some of the manufacturers of
the country have started an open wor-
fare on Dr. H. W. Wiley, chief chemist
of the Department of Agriculture,
Secretary Wilson refuges to discuss
the matter other than to state that he
has no intention of removing Dr.
Wiley, Lut, on the other side, it is
asscrted that other members of the
board with Dr. Wiley have been pro-
mulgating regulations in  connoection
with the pure food law, without con-

orders, Dir, Wiley has been connected
with the government for twenty-five
years and had more to do with the
framing of the pure food law than dny
other one individual. He has con-
ducted many experlments touehing the
effects of adulterants, coloring mat-
ter and cold storage on food products
and has been vigorous In his efforts
to enforce the provislons of the pure
food law. His latest order prohibited
the wuse of bengoate of soda and
copper sulphate in preserving and
coloring canned goods., The manufac-
turers have apealed from his decision
and have demanded hils removal, as-
serting that goods are not made pols-
onoug or injured by the use of color-
Ing matter or the preservatives they
employ in the canning.

Whetber Dr. Wiley Is right or
wrong should be determined without
diftieulty by experts. Meanwhlile, Dr.
Wiley's assoclates on the Board of
Food and Drug inspection have lssued
permits to the manufacturers to go
on using these colorings and preserva-
tives, provided the fact i& plainly
stated on the labels. But this does
not solve the question. If the chemi-
cals In question are injurions to
health, their use should be prohibited.
If they are not Injurlous, their use
should be permitted without embar-
rassing restrictions,

Great progress has already been
made in the protection of the consum-
orda by the adoption of pure food laws
In the nation and in the different
states, and the demand is for intelll-
gent enforcement of these laws until
the evils the public has complained of,
have entirely disappearsd. The de-
velopments at Washington {indicate
that the fight on Dr. Wiley I8 really a
fight on the whole pure food move-
mént.

The citizens of Bath, Me., the birth-
place of Charles W. Morse, are peti-
tioning the courts to release Mr. Morse
on ball, pending 8 new trial. Morse
has heen sentenced to fifteen years'
imprisonment for huge financial
frauds In the banking business, The
loyelty of his fellow townsmen at
Bath must, of courss, be pleasing io
him, but the efforts are in decldedly
bad taste, coneidering the charges
sgainst Morse and the effect that his
release would have,

The appeal of the democratic organs
to the democratic legislators to fulfill
their platform pledges in order to hold
the coufidence of the people who
elected them sounds very well. But
how does it M In with the appeals
made durlng the campalgn by the same
democratic organs asking the people
to turn down the republican law-
makers of the last session notwith-
standing the fact that they had scrupu-
lously redeemed all thelr promises?

While the fight {8 waxing fast and
furious as to who is to fill the speak-
ar's chair in Nebraska's coming demo-
¢ratic legislature, the other law-inak-
ing branch may rest undisturbed in
the assurance that it will be under the
safe and sane guldance of a republican
presiding ofMicer In the person of Lieu-
tepant Governor Hopewell,

Lower rents In Omasha would be
highly desirable from every point of
view, and so would a more liberal pol.
fey on the part of most landlords with
reference to repalrs and ordinary ac-
commodations to tenants. If the Real
Estate axchange will tell us how to get
one or both it will do the community
an inestimahle favor,

Boston shipped 24,000,000 palrs of
shoes lesg in 1908 than in 1807, This
does not necessarily men that the peo-
ple are wearing fewer shoes. It may
mean that they are buying them else-
where than in Boston.

[

Mr. Bryan's Commoner {s rounding
oul its elghth year withoult having to
meet the troublesome guestion of re-
moving its editorial rooms to Wash-
ington or suspending publication.

That charge of extravagance lodged

agalnst the oulgelog republican state

sulting bhim and In defiance of his.

e — | e ———— e — T

administration by the democrats in the,
recent campalgn j= what s coming
back to plague ite makers

Chinese are not allowed to shave
their heads for 100 days after the
death of the emperor. The Chinese
barber will naturally wish long life
for Lthe émperor.

As an autograph collection that reg.
Ister of legislative lobbylsts 1o be kept
at Lincoln by the secretary of state is
far from promising to be of elther
value or intereat.

Fresident Ripley, of the Banta Fe,
declares that the bullding of the
Panama canal ie n waste of money. Mr,
Ripley is evidently a vietim of en-
vironment.

(’fmlﬁr;eﬂl_l; liu- Blimit,
Chicago Neowe.

Uncle Bum [r trying to get back 20900
sores of conl lands alloged Lo bave been
taken fraudulently from ldm In Utab,
Unele ls getting good and tred of belng

AR =asy mark.

Swearlng fer Thelr Lives,
Chiengo Tnter Ocean.

The testimony in the Reelfoot lake mur-
der came reveals the fact that, though
otherwise industeially blackward, the na-
tives are no slouches when It comes Lo
the manufacture of alibis.

Lining Up wiith the Big Fellows.
Boston Herald,

The republic of Panama s preparing for
a worid's fair in WA No matter how smail
and Inconsequential p natlon may be, It s
never =0 fur down the scale that It can't
indulge In one of those things somewhers
niong the iine,

Business Before Hathos,
Loulsville Courter-Journal
Victor Emmuanuel's curt “don’t talk non-
sense”” in reply to a toadying Itallan's
statement that his majesty's presencs In
tha earthquakae distriet would “donsole the
populace™ throws a pleasing side light
upon Loe charncter of the Itallan monaroh,
Like King Humbert, he Is, or seems Lo be,
u man who takes his responsibilitios serl-
ously and a king who Jdoes not take himself
too seriously,

Why CUrooks Smile.
Chilvago Record-Herald.

Abe Ruef, the San Frunclsco boss, las
been sentenced to fourteen years in the
penitentiary, but it is explained that it will
tnke at Jeast three yéars to carry the cane
up through the varfous eouris that may
yal be appealed to, In view of this fact und
In view of the material thut some of tho
courts to be appealed (o are composed of
it Is no wonder that Ruefl smiled when the
verdict was pronounced.

Crusade Aguninst Food Fakirs,
Boston Herald.

Dr. Wiley, chief chemist of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the protector
of food purity, will be better appreciated
because of the enemies he has made. The
protest of the Natlonal Molasses Reofinera’
assoclation against his  “perniclous ne-
tivity" is evidence that his crusade againatl
undesirabie food preservatives s genuine
and effective. The prolest of food manu-
fucturers asgalost - his “interference’” with
their methods and practices will not dis-|
credit the service he hus rendered in the
detectlon and prohibltlon of unheallhy in-
gredients In food produdts,

No Cause for Worry.
Philadelplila Record,
According to the weport of General Beil,
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chitef of mtaff of the army, the Infantry
I8 too weak and the cavalry s superannu-
fted. Such was the case with both the In-
fantry and the cavalgy before the war ofi
1812 and the war with Mexico, and, above
all, the stupendous ecivil war. But thanks
to the wvolunteer militia the country wor-
ried through these crires with compara-
tively amall ald from Lhe regular army.
General Bell imparts the assurance now,
howusver, that the long marches and other |
tests of endurance inaugurated by the
president have done much to elevate the
physical condition and morale of officers
and men, Let us rest happy In the con-
viction that the country Is safe.

The Record Disaater.
Springfield (Mass) Republican,

In the more remote parts of the world
many cases might doubtiess be clted of
greater destruction of human life from
earthquake than I8 new afforded. But
along the pathway of clvilization few ex-
periences have been mel with so sweep-
Ingly deadly as the one now reported from
the cltles along the Messina strait. The
deatruotion of Lilsbon by earthquaks and
tidal wave In 1768, when a loas of lifa va-
riously estimated from 20,000 to 60,000
persons, is to Lbe thought of in this con
nection: and tradillon has it that the shak-
ing down of Antloch and villages round
about In the year 624 destroyed over 0.
o0 lives. But within the range of au-
thentic record this latest Calabrian earth-
quuke ts apparently to be written down as
the most destructive of all

SOURCES OF HINSTORY.

Newspapers  Indispensahle  in the
Filual Writeup.
New York World.

At the mesting of the American His-
torical sssocltiom at Washington this week
one of the interesting papers read was
that by Willam Nelson on “American
Newspapers of the Eighteenth Century as
Bources of History.” Mr. Nelson took ls-
sue with Bancroft's remurk that “you can-
not write history from newspapers.'

That might be true for the period of
American history with which Bancroft was
most intercsted, a9 the colonial press was
hampered by officlal censure, but In the
evolution of the presa sinve indepondence,
a historisn, as Mr, Nelson remarked, who
ignores that fleld will mive & great and
valuable mass of material” Even In a
study of the revvlutlonary era the news-
papers, brief as they were, throw much
light on the life of the people. and with-
out that our conception of events would
bo fragmentary and the meaning lncom-
plete. In the absence of the telograph,
telephone and news organizations, and
with editorial comment usually covered
by & puragraph or two, it Is readlly under-
atood why Bancroft gulned Nttle material
from the newspapers In writing his earlier
volumes.

Letters, journnis, diaries and public doeu-
ments then as now were Invaluable, but
in recent times thelr relative value as com-
pared with that of the newspapers Qs
chroniclers of the events of the time has
greatly decreassd. As James Ford Rhodea,
the bistorian, in speaking before the asso-
clation on the use of newspapers for his-
tory In the period from 1880 to T, re-
marked, they are indispensable "t0 get
at all the facts, to go to the bottom of
things.” Mr. Rhodes also acknowledged
the aid he derived ln the period menltoned
from the editordal comment of such great
journalists as Greeley, Bilgelow, Raymond,
Webb, Rowles, Thurlow Weed. Bchouler
and Medill,

No historian of any period since Lhe
modern development of the noewspaper
would dream of writing history without
consylting the nowspapers of the day as,
to usa Mr. Rhodes’ language, "‘an ample

and contemporary record of the past,™

- — e — = -

1909.

WHEN SEC. TAFT RESIGNED.

An Incldent of the Campalgn of 1004
and the Dateame,
George Griswold Mil :X Colller's.
That Willlum Howard Tafl. who has
been chesen by the American people us
the next preaident of the United SBtates,

inee  dellberately and formally reslened
from the cabinet of Prealdent Roosevalt
I8 5 fact known to But few people. Indead,

It Is nafe Lo say that adide from the presl-
dent and his formes msecretary of  war
there am not a half-dogen people In the
world who have ever heard of Mr, Tafl's
resignation and Mr. Roocscvelt's characters
irtlo declination thereof, but the privats
lettar-pross of these distingulshed men will
entirely substantiate the facts here given,
facts which constitute an bmportant if
brief chapter (n the history of the nation
because of the siriking example they af-
ford of the timber of two of itm most
prominent statesmen.

Had the fact of Secretary Taft's reslgna-
ton been known to the gencral public durs
Ing the exciting days of the campalgn fust
ended there would have been fawer peopie
who feared that President Taft would be
oo grestly undet the Influenes of exe
President Roosovell, but apparently the
only person otherwise In a position to
relate tho Incident in print was pledged to
confidence untll after November 2, 18,

It wos during the campaign of 184 that
Mr. Taft, whh many expressed regrois,
formally resigned hls positlon of wseere-
tary of war becauss his loyalty to the best
Interesta of the Filipinos forbade his ceas-
ing to advocate the reduction of the duty
on Philippine sugar and tobacco and his
loyalty to the president seemad to demand
the cessation of such advocacy by a mem-
ber of the cabinet,

| J—

Secretary Taft was requestod by George
B. Cortelyou, then chaleman of the re-
pablican national committes, to make sev-

eral speeches In support of the republican |

nationnl ticket, and Mr. Cortelyou's request
was urgently seconded by President Roose-
velt Accordingly, Mr. Taft went up to

Connecticut, where his standing as & Yale| catastrophe,

alumnus has long made him excepulonally
popular, and delivered a forceful spesch
In support of Moosovell and Falrbanks. In
the course of his remarks, My, Taft dwelt
upon the subject of Philippine progresa and
the solemn duly of the American congress
materianlly to reduce the duty on Phillp-
pine sugar and tobacco. In his auvdience
waore muny Connecticut farmers, who. un-
der the guldance of Becretary Wilson, had
invested thelr all In the cultivation of
tobacen, and they had conceived the |dea
that any reduction of the tariff on Phillp-
plne tobscca would seriously jeopardise
thelr profite. Reports of thelr disapproval
of tha sentiments expressed by the wsecre-
tary of war reached Chalrman Cortelyou,
and he proceeded Immediately to Indite a
lengthy eplstle to the president, In whieh,

DISARSTER'S MIGHTY SCROLL,

Brighter Slde of Dark Pletare,
Historical Reflections.
Taouinville Courter<Journal

Wherever hummwn hearts beat with warmih
human hearts wiil fesl for Ttaly and for
thoee who have suffered in the calamily
in the south of that falr land. To ahudder
and o lament—that s about all that can
be done. If thire s any port of assistance
posalbhle Americans will boe siad ta Join In
that, too

with

Brotherhood of Man,
Chicago Inter-O¢ean,

The appalling disaster that tell upon Mes-
wina and Reggio, and the peighboring dis-
tricta of Blolly and Calabria just before the
dawn of December 3, has Ita hrighter slde
o the thoughtful mind. T™is s In the avi

fdence It evokes of the human kindness and

deconcy
faulis.

of our clvillzation, with all s

Practical Sympathy.
Noew York Tribune
The only compenantion immediately dls-

cernable In the case of auch appalling ca-
tastrophen I8 the almost universal outpour-
ing of aympathy In practical forms. The
colleation of funds for the velief of the sufl-
fering began In this Instance at many points
before any sppeal for help had been made,
and we hope that, however inadequate to
replacs what has beén Jost, they will be
large enough at least to save thoushnds
from starvation.

Calamity Makes Whole World Kin,
Chicago Tribune,

The lUnes which man has drawn across
the world and the languages which he hus
inherited to murk the passing differcnce of
nationality all dirappenr when such & crush.
Ing blow descends on onn part of the hu-
man kind. Suffertng which npeaks no lan-
kuage and knows no boundary lines brings
home to the well housed Chicngonn, ag Lo
ihe Parislan, the Londoner, the man of
Berlin, of Vienns, of Tokio, and of Peking,
with squal force tho shock of a luman

Great Historlic Region.

Now York Evenlng Post.
The country In whieh earthquake, flood
and firs have spread ruin Ix one of the

I;-rut. historie regions of the world. Sclan-

tista may that Bleily-Calabris Hew on =
salsmic boundary formed by the meeting of
two geologle formations, Hut Siclly and
Calabdrin have witnessed the clanh of other
than geologle forces. Regglo di Calabria,
as Rhegium, was one of the citles of Magna
Graocla, where Qresk cullure blossomed
almost at its highest, and where Pyrrhus
fought with Rome for Rupremacy In the
Mediterransnn, With  Rhegium, Rome
cloged its conquest of Italy, and with Mee.
sina It bogan the conquest of e first prov-
Ince and of the world. Europe and Africa

In his most diplomatic manner. he sub- r:-uul.t out their battles in Sielly during the
mitted the facta and suggested thal, ;.;“"“"‘ wirs, and Normans and Baracens
least until after election, It might be wiserl “00tended there a thousand years later.

for the secretury of war In his public wd-
dresses to refraln from dwelling with any
considerable emphasis on the plaln duty
of the United States to the Philippines, and
especially In 20 far as the tariff was con-
cornmd,

When President Roosevelt received Chalr-
man Cortelyou's letter ha scribbled across
one corner: “Respectfully referred to the
secretary of war,” and sent the communl-
cation by special messenger to that offl-
clal,

As soon ns Becretary Taft read the letter
he gave instructions that he was not to be
interrupted for any cause, and set to work
on tho difficult task of composing a letter
of resignation which would adequately ex-
prees his feelings. 8o delicate dld he ¢.n-
glder the undertaking that he emploved no
stenographer, but laboriously pennod first
A druft and then a final copy. He assured
the president of the deep sorrow with which
he found himself confronted with the neces-
sity of such actlon, of his absolute unwiil-
Ingness by any act of omlsslon or commis-
#lon Lo Jeopardize Mr, Roosevelil's political
welfare, but, on the other hand, of his un-
swerving loyalty to the people of the Ph'llp
pine Islands, hls unshakable ¢onvietion that
it was the plain duty of the American con-

Rress to grant the tariff concessions he had |

advocated, and of his own inabllity to per-
celve & course whercby he might, without
sacrifice of loyalty to one or the other,
cease from urging o reduced tariff or avold
injury to Mr. Roosevelt's political fortunes,
Under these clreumstances he felt com-
pelled in deepest sorrow to sever his con-
nection with the Roosevelt cabinet, his
resignation to lake effect as soon as might
prove convenlent to the president,

The composition and double Inseribing of
this long and delleats communication
proved no easy task, and it occupled the
groater part of Mr. Taft's day, so that it
was nearly nightfall when a speclal mensen-
ger carried the document to the White
House.

It required barely two minutes for Mr.
Roosevelt to compose and Inscribe his re-
ply, and his answer may be recorded as
one of the most comprehensive and por-
tentous epigrams In history. Across the
corner of Secretary Taft's carefully penned
communlcation the president wrole these
words;

“Dear Bill: Flddledeedee.~T. R

That was all; but it was sufficlent, and
Willlam H., Taft understood that his resig-
nation eof the portfolio of war had been
promptly and emphatically declined.

Mr. Taft has never ceased his earnest
advocncy of the roduction of the tariff on
Philippine sugar and tobacco, and It ls &
safe prediction that uniess the national
legislature ahall already have granted the
urged concession it will play an important
part In his first annual messages Lo con-
gress; bul during the campaign of 19
Chalrman Cortelyou did not agaln assign
the uncompromising secretary of war 1o
speak In any section where the growing of
sugar and tobaceco constituted one of the
important industries.

WHY TAFT WAS ELECTED,

Southern Democrnt Soggesis an Ex-
traordinary Mission.
Charleston News and Courler (dem.).
Mr. Bryan soye that Mr. Taft was
Yelected through a combination of the
financial, commercial and industrizl in-
teresta of the country,” and that he
“would rather remain & private citlzen
than be president and be subservient to
those interests, ns Mr, Taft must be, under
the conditions that elected him.™ It would
appear from what Mr. Bryan says thiat it
was very fortunste for the country that
he was not elected What other inter-
ests are there really that are to be "sub-
served” but the financial, commercial and
industrial interests? That seems to take
in everything that s worth serving—the
merchants, the bankers, the manufae-
turers, the workingmen, and the farmers
Mr. Taft ought to be very much pleased
with Mr. Bryan's tribute. It Ix the best
thing that has ever been mald about him
Yot the great Nebraskan is pickiog his
flint agaln for snother rece for president
According to the dispatches the other
day he iz willing to respond as long and
us often &8s the demooritic party coalls
for him. But thsre “won't be no demo.
cratle party” In 1912 If he shall be nomi.
natsd agsin, Bomebody ought to tell him
so—Henry Watterson, or Josephus Dan-
wis, or Urey Woodson, or Norman R

Mack; somebody be will believe.

Now Messina and Reggio di Calabrin are
lald in rulns by w titanie convulston that
I8 reported (o have cut a new courss for
the xiralt of Messina, so that Ulysses
would find the task of mailing between
Seylla and Charybdis harder than over.
Earthquake HRavages In Ttaly.

§ Springfield (Mass.) Republican,

No Inhabited part of the earth's surface
I8 80 subject to destructive quakes as the
roeglon about the strait of Mensina which
has agiin beon vislted by a vast calamity
from this cause, Every century within the
scops of recorded history has seen this
Calabrian reglon of Italy afflloted. to a
greater or loms extent from aarthqualie,
and there have boen frequent perlods of
time when It has been almost continuously
subjeeted to these disturbances. We must
g0 back, however, to 1781 to find anything
wqual to the present exparience In destrue-
tiveneoss. Like this one, that earthquanke
shock shook down many of the villnges
of Calabria and, passing under the wiralt of
Meesina, Teveled most of the city of Meg-
#¥ina and onused o tida] wave which com-
pleted the destruction, as now, The el
mated loss of 1ife at that time was 100,000,
and it Is quite possible that this avtound-
Ing figure of mortality will be reached In
the present case. It 18 p matter of record
that for seventy-five yoars, following 1783
this reglon of NMaly lost 111.000 Inhlhllunul
from earthquakes more noteworthy for

their frequency than for thele speclal da-
siructiveness,

Seylla and Charybdis,
Washington Btar,

In those old, old times when Eods and
goddenses were 8o very like human beings
that they felt such primal passions as love
and Jealousy It was quits common for them
to vent thelr splesn upon unhappy mor-
tals who offended them by transforming
the victima into animals, birds, trees and
rocks. It was In this way lhat the con-
venlent channel of commerce flowing be-
tween Biclly and Italy became boset by
Iwo serious perlls. Circe hated a beautl-
ful mortal woman named Boylla, because
A certain flaherman preferred Boeylle to
herself, and she changed the uckless
malden fnto a hideous monster and wset
dogs und wolves (o bark around her.
Beylla preferred death to such a Blite, so
she flung herself into the straits of Mes-
#ina, at thelr narrowest point, on the
1talian side, and became a great rouvk,
looming In the very course of vessels. Just
to give the mea who followed the Bea
thelr full mensure of trouble Juplter mse-
lected & woman pamed Charybdls, against
whom he had a gricvance, and changed
her Into a viclous whirlpool, placing her in
this guise on the othor side of the stralts
from Beylin, where Maossina harbor s lo-
cated. After that the flahermen had all
they oould attend (o In navigating the
stralts, and ofton In avolding Scylla they
feil Into the maw of Charybdis,

NEW HAILROADS BUILT,

Development Chiefly in ithe Weatern
States.
Philadelphia Press,

Fewer miles of new rallrond track were
lald down in the United States In 1808 than
In any preceding vear since 1W7. More than
three-quarters of all the new trackage this
year lies west of the Mississippl.

Ralirosd eonstruction In this eountry
reached jts maximum In INY when 6000
miles wara built. Only 53 per cent of that
amount has been lald this year. It Is un-
necessary to go Into detalls to show why
such a large decrease should occur In 1908
The reasons are patent to all,

But even a severe trade depression could
not halt the keen competition that Is evi-
dent iIn the far west. More miles of new
road were bullt In Montana than any other
state, and nearly all of it was pald for by
three bl sysioms, which are under the
domination of two rival groups of men,

Competitive raliroad bullding in the east
bas nol been seen on any very Important
scale, barring one exception for a long
time, but on the Pacifioc slope the cuss
Is just the reverse, The Hill-Morgan factjon
on the one side and the Harriman-Rocke-
feller faction on the other, are roaching
with vigorous hund for new conguests.

The extruordinary ease with which »
company like the Bt. FPaul can finance a
transcontinental trunk line which, with sid-
ingn, aggregules 230 mijles, compared with
the thiroes through which the Northern Pa-
ecifta had to pass, Is an eloquent comment-
ary on the vast expmnaion of American
wealth sinea Jay Cooke's day. Now iLhe
work is done without creatling & ripple on
the financlal sea. Then it leld the founda-
tion of & panie that ahook the world

ORATORY SAVES THE PFIECES,
Famens Pigures of Speech tUntonched
by Nature's Convalsions,
Kansas Clty Timnes
Boviia  and Charyhdis eannot  be de-
stroved. The mere rock that wan Known
ur Hoylla may have been engutied. The
whiripool that was Charybdls may be now
and henceforth the calmest water of the
Moditerranean. Tt Bavila and Charybdis
| will endure as long a8 oratory flows In

Kansas and Missourl,

"Mr. Ohalrman, what do we sao? The
Seylla of corruption on the one side; the
Charybdia of oppression on the other™
Or—="Whao shall gulde the gmand old ship

the one hand, and the Charybdis of cors
porate greed upon the other™ Im such
Immorinl words are these chorished fig-
ures of the spslibinder fortifited aguinst
destruction by sarthaguake, veleano and
flood.  Virgll may have supposed that he
had given the repository for thelr fame.
Indeod, it mny admittad that he 414
have something to do with 1t am & starter,
But the resal shine Ix here with the wests
ern orators

“Pelion' has been “piled on Ossa®™ many
a time, "High Olympus” has been scaled
20 quickly and w0 often as to make
Bwiss Alpine climber envious. ““The dogs
af war” have been held In leash over time.
The “Rubleon” has boen crossed almost
an frequontly as Caesar's wifo has been
decinred to be above suspiloion, The
“Iden of March™ Havé done duty for No

be

vember & thousand times for each eleos
tlon. Thess have all done and will cone
tinue (o do “yeoman mservice” for the
mpolibinder, They Nhave been almost as

effective an the watning that “Cacsar hind
lils Brutus,” or the refledtion that “'Alex.

ander sighed for more worlde to cons
quer.'
But of all the eternal band none other

I= comparable (o Beylla and Charybdia,
They have heen, faecile princepe, the favor-
tles, rling every requirement of mound
and antithesis, No period wo effocilve an
they msupply. No climax so surs to get
8 hand and establish & renutation.

Beylla and Charylidls are not destroyed,
The awful calamity that lins fwopt over
southern Ttaly has ut least spared the
wontern world that devastation. The sug-
gestion that if the worst came to the worst
the pillare of Hercules might tike their
place |5 wholly tmpertinent and neediess,
Transplanted to Amirlen Scylln  and
Charybdisz have became institutlons, secure
as the Declaration of Independence, and,
like the deelnration, onshrined In the
hearts of the multiiudes

PERRONAL YOTES,

Dr. Edwards, of the Carnegle institule
Is now In 8hanghal getting ready to make
the first magnetle survey of China.

"One must not forget that the people
on whuse suthorlity the reporis are sent ara
all made with terror.” And Ferrero knows
Itallans.

The approaching centénalal of his birth
is putting Into print many pictures of the
Martyr President Lincoln, None have yet
come to notice as beardless as the Omaha
high school statue. One photograrh taken
the day before the assassination shows the
short beard with which he Is usually rep-
remented.

One of the three momorial windows
unvelled the other doy at Plymouth ohureld,
Brooklyn, showed n group of four dAis-
tingulahed American women—Mres. Harrlet
Beecher Btowe, Mary Lyon, Emmn Willard
and Catherine Eather Bovcher—dencribed
fe the four great eduentors of Ametican
womanhood.

If roports from the Orient may. be ree
Hed ubon the Grand Viglsr's 1ist of son-
atore o be pubmitisd o the sultan of
Turkey for approval will contain  the,
names of two Jews—David Effend! Molls,
first dragoman of thoe imperial divan, and
Hehor Effend! Eskenazl, o membur of the
state councll,

A granddaughter of Phillp Frenenu, tha
ravolutionary poet, Miss Muary Hammell
of Locust Grove, L. 1., Is under napiry
an 10 her sanity at the Instance of npelghs
bors, whe found her starving and frers-
ing In the house where she hasm been live
Ing alone. Bhe in wealthy but persists In
denylng herself foold and warmil,

To the list of seif-made men whoss
business transaciions embraced nn extras
ordinary varlety of jnteres must hna
added Bolomon Andrews of Cardiff, who
died at the nge of 74, leaving a fortuns
of ME0,000, Unable to rend or  writs,
he started business by howking ples nnid
tarts that he had baked himeslf. Before
long he embarked in  ciher cnterpriacs
and became wealthy

LAUGHING REMARKS.

Fluffy Young
| the expross on
Express Co..p
Vilue?
Fluffy Young Tialng—N thing, wir. Its
bundle of letters. I'm  enang them baeg
W him.—Chicago Tr bune.

da=1'd ks to propoy
phe ugs,

Apgen'—What's

Lthe

“"That man says e
favor.”

“He speaks

naer fargeta o
truly,” anawersd Henalor
Sorghum, “He did me & favor fifteen yours
ugo .-.m! bus been talkiog wbout It e
since.”"~Washingion Star.

Mistress—When 1 engaged y u, Luelnda,
you sald you had no mule friends. Now,
almost every time | come into the Kitchen
I find & man there.

Lucinda—Lor' sakes, he am no male fren'
ob mine.

Mistress—Then who is he?

Lucinds—Mu husband'—Puck.

“It does Beem atrange,” remarked the
party who seemed ta b: thinking aloud.

“"What seems strange?”’ quered the jdno.
oent bystander,

“That after getting a man I ot water
A woman can’'t understand why he should
boll over,” explained the nowy IBinker
Chicugo News.

Wiggles—1 hear Bjenks has been verys lil.
Is he out of danger yut?

Waggies—Well, he's convalsscent; but he
won't out of danger untll that pretty
nurse who has been laking care of bl
hus gone away.—Life,

“Was yours & case of jove at first » ght 7'

“Hardly. The first time | saw my hus-
ban Le had on motor goggles. ‘-8t Louls
Tlmes.

“Don't mix In' sald Uncle Eben. “Two
men dat fights kin shake hans an' e
frionds afterwards. But neither of ‘em ever
has much of a regyahd folh de referes.' —
Washington Brar,

Bt. Patrick was driving the snakes out
of Ireland,

YIf you take my advice, young men,"” hy
sald to the reporters, “you won't write this
\:p.—yml'll #et Lhe reputati.n of being nature

akers’

But the good man's admonition was
wasted, They rushed the stary into print —
Chicago Tribune.

THEY MONTHS BND THE JEWELS

Harper Basar, "
Garne January's gems, mean "Vielary
Power;"
February Amelhysta rule sweel “Affec-

tion’s"" hour;
March with Jaspers M?‘l:ll- thoss who
pl-fna relgn whetre

md"\!a'll: and

April's des Iue

b U Y e

Cha an L . e "
is "Good Chedr;"

The Emeralds of June declare “Immorial
Lite"” is elear; ”

July claims Diamond's “Pdrity* —freedom
from & t:r ll..rhu:

August’'s sky-blue rquolaes sl
Worldly Gain.” 9 an) for

September'n Chrysolited procialm: “Ho
Evnrl!’ur!%holcmm;“ - e

The Meryls o rotell of “Haippinass
nnmln I:o I

Novembhoar's w ln,p... o' twhed ‘of
“Falthiu 'ﬁﬁ-' \Fepiadfiod o

Dovember's blood-red Rubles sing:

Fower Never Enda™ e

of siate bhetween the Beylin of anarchy on

1
- [

2 r
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