.‘

letters to congressmen in the glad
sewNew Year.

! o A Berlin professor declares that

Chicago 18 "a great but ugly elty.” It

needed no professor to comeé from

Fpe RS

»

<pumed their places on the walting
bench just outside the statehood door.

‘
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Christmas buying is really more im-
portant than Christmas shopping.

{

Venezueln {8 having an illustration
of how the Dutch act on the high
Belze.
[

As J. Plerpont Morgan sees it, no
professional bear can prosper in a
bully country.

Conditions In Venezuela make it
plain that Castro showed wisdom in
golng abroad for his health.

American women are said to be
more extravagant than thelr English
gisters. They can afford to be,

Arizona and Slc_w Mexlco have ro-

' The only consoling fact about the
epldemlic of bank robberies is shat the
thieves are working from the outelde.

Many ba;-;;ll fans wlil be sur-
prised, if not pained, to learn that
umpires may be bought as well as

killed,
]

It is probable that Mr. Arcabold
will furmally resolve not to write any

Germany to tell us that,

Mr. Bonaparte says he will not be
o member of Mr. Taft's cabinet. It
is understood that Mr. Taft agrees
with him on that point.

Benator Tillman brings convinelng
evidence that he behaved himself
while in, Parls. He returns with his
health greatly lmproved.

An eminent New York minister says
that more gan be aceomplished by per-
guasion than by ltfgation. The law-
yers will file thelr demurrers.

The state of Washington has exiled
Emma Goldman te Canada. Other-
wise very friendly relations exist be-
tween Washinglon and Canada,

King, Ak-Sar-Ben’s chancellor of the
exchequer has 4 surplus In the strong
box. King Ak-Sar-Ben i8 & monarch
unique i1 more respects than one,
\

The report of the hank clearings for
the last week would Indleate that

Omaha people have been dolng their

Onhristmas shopping both early and
late.
{

The supremaé court of the United
Btates has deecided that Mr. Harriman

may keep sllence, and in this cage Mr.
in

Harriman knows that sllence

golden,

Congress will have some difficulty
fn explaining why it objects to the use
of secret service men in running down
eriminals and prosecuting violators of

the lav. tested in @ case invdlving some rank
Those bank robbers might have outsider cuught red-handed in a black-
been a lttle more considerate and |Malling plot instead of a professional

have walted until the democrats shall
have delivered thaf promised deposit
invading Ne-

guaranty law before
braska.

" An effort (s to he made to resurrect
sourt for
{12 Omaha, which when (ried before went
I?. pleces on bumpiog up against the
' ¥ eonstitution. It ‘remaiug to be seen
“whether greater success will crown

the scheme for & m

THE TURBULENT SHORY SESSION.
The attempt of congress (¢ “‘rabuke
the president” and the presldent’s re
tallatory tactlcs are by no means dis
tinctive characteristica of the inst ses-
slon of congress, now on the last Iap
of {ts official existence, On the con-
trary, It is but an emphasized repeti
tlon of the incidents usually enacted
at the short session which precedes a
change in the incumbency of the pres-
idential chalr.

By the very nature of things a short
sesslon Is one of turmoil and dissen-
slon. ‘The presldent’'s position Is pe-
cullar, In that his work has been prac-
tically finished, or as nearly so as possl-
blé, and he can not hope or expect to
offer any new policles or important
new moeasures that will command the
attention or consideration of congress.
He is preparing to retire from office
and can do little more than use his
best efforts to put his house in order
while congress and the public gen-
erally turn attention from him to the
new tenant. Many members of con-
gress have elther been defeated for
re-election or are about to retire from
public life for other reasons &and
are elther indifferent or posaibly
openly hostile to the wishes of the
chief executive, whose power for be-
stowing rewards or inflicting punish-
ments 18 marked for early disappear-

ance 88 a factor in congressional af-
fairs.
Mr. Cleveland went out of the

White House twice with a quarrel
with congress prominently In evi-
dence. Mr. Harrison had a similar
experlence and Mr. Roosevelt ia hav-
Ing his. Under the clrcumstances, 1it-
tle may be expected from the present
session beyond the appropriation bills
and action upon minor matters, the
disposition of which will have little
or no bearing wpon the Incoming ad-
minlstration.

THE REFORMING OF WALL STREET.
Governor Hughea has appointed a

committee to collate facts, recelve
suggestions and make recommenda-
tions as to "what changes, if any, are
advisable in the laws of the stiate of
New York bearing upon speculation in
securities and commodities, or relat-
ing to the protection of investors, or
with regard to the instr smtalities
and organizations used In d®aling with
gecurities or commodities which are
the subject of speculation,” In other
words, the governor has declded to
have Wall street probed, preparatory to
legislation deslgned to correct finan-
cial and other abuses that may be dis-
covered to exist In the great mpecu-
lative center.

There is some prospeet, but not
much hope, that the proposed Inquiry
will result in putting an end to spec-
ulative gambling in securities and
commodities, but much good may be
accomplished if the investigation shall
result In exposing the methods by
which markets are “manipulated" and
worthless stocks unloaded upon an
uninformed public. In the abstract,
the Btock exchange is simply a com-
mon center where men buy and sell
ownership In the obligations of c¢or-
porations, just as other men trade In
boots and shoes and sugar. In prac-
tice, however, shrewd stock gamblers
often flood the market with bogus se-
curities, while those who have large
holdinge In corporations frequently
use their power to dominate financial
institutions and thus manipulate the
prices of thelr securities, to the hurt
of investors and the impalrment of the
money market,

It is notorious, as illustrated In the
Morse case and in many others but
little less sensational, that various
abuses, which urgently demand re-
form, have grown up in- connection
with the buying and selling of stocks
Iin the New York market. The action
of Governor Hughes reflects a preva-
lent feeling that something needs to
be done to ralsé the standard of con-
duct in MAnancial dealings generally.
The greatest benefit to be expected
from the inquiries of the probing com-
mittee is such an exposure of existing
evils and such suggestions . for im-
provement as wlill foree reforms,
either through legislative action or
the adoption of corrective rules by the
exchanges themselves, An enlight-
ened public =pinlon which will class
mén who de.raud others in the will-

category with burglars, plckpockets
and lesser thieves will do more than
any laws to elevate and purify Wall
street standards,

AN UNFORTUNALIE DECISION,

By decislon of the state supreme
court, the law making extortion and
blackmalling a crime in Nebraska has
been declared unconstitutionsl and in-
vilid, The reason given by the court
for its conclusion is that the law dls-
criminates between citizens of this
state and other states, It is, there-
fore, held to be a class of leglslation
prohibited by both the state and fed-
eral constitutions.

It happens that the particular case
in which this decidlon s rendered
came up on a successful attempt by 8
Lincoln lawyer to extort money from
a saloon keeper and, as we all know,
the line of demarcation between
straight and crooked transactions dils-

been wvery hazy. Had the law been

gentleman pretending to demand
money for a client, the judicial per-
spectlve might have been clearer.

The overturning of
criminal law dgalost extortion and
bisckmall {8 unfortupate from what-
ever viewpoint it is loked at. It ia as-
sertod that this law is an exset copy

ful manipulation of stocks In the same |

guised as lawyer's fees has always

Nebraska's

of a plmilar law enacted In another
state, where it has bepn enforesd apd
upheld in the courts. Be that as It
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and made clearer by the escape of the
binckmailing lawyer who has gotten
away from his just deserts through
judicial technionlitlies, If there I8 any
way of reconstructing this law a0 as
to make it alr-tight and burglar-proof,
it should be done and put back on the
statute books In a perfected form by
the coming legislature,

INDUSTRIAL WASTE,

Statigtics just compiled show that
more than 380,000 persona were kllled
and more than 2,000,000 injured In
industrinl work in this country last
year, making an appalling list of
casualties, nearly one-half of which, it
is contended, might have been avoided,
The federal bureau of labor, which
makes the report, admits that the data
has been difficult to secure and that
the list as given Is probably much
smaller than the actual number of
deaths or injurfes in such accidents.
The report shows that In five years
over 10,000 men have been killed in
the stee] Industries and the fatal ac-
cidents among the anthracite miners
in Pennsylvania have averaged nearly
four to every 1,000 men employed.
The death roll from industrial acel-
dents for the year amounts to the
equal of thirty full regiments of sol-
dlers while the roll of the Injured Is
larger than the number of men en-
gaged in the civil war. The bureau
charges that reckless disregard of or-
dinary " safeguards. the violation of
safety appilance laws and the pro-
tective principles of everyday life have
made the laborer's share in this tre-
mendous sacrifice of human life a very
heavy one, “While many of our in-
dustria]l accldents' pays the report,
“may be the result of ignorance, reck-
less Indifference or carelessnesa (of
the victim), the fact remalns that an
immense amount of human life {s
wasted."
Two Iimportant problems present
themselves as the result of this show-
ing—one relating to the needed re-
forms for lessening accldents In Indus-
trinl establishments, the other having
to do with ways and means by which
suitable insurance can be afforded to
workerg in the Industries. Preslident
Roosevelt has urged the general ex-
tenslon of the employer's labllity
laws for the benefit of the injured em-
ploye, but preventive laws are also
needed, When Industrial establish-
ments are made to bear the financial
loss ensulng from such accldents, the
responsible heads may be expected to
devise measures by which industrial
accldents will be reduced to & very
marked extent.

INTERESTING.

The report of John C. Wharton as
financial agent for the republican na-
tional committee for Nebraska is in-
teresting, Mr. Wharton ralsed and
turned over ‘o the assistant treasurer
at Chicago a little over $4,000 in a
period of scarcely four weeks and un-
der restrictions that prohibited him
from soliciting corporations, office-
holders and candidates for ofice. The
amount ralsed by Mr. Wharton and
put into the national campalgn fund
is properly to be deducted from the
amount which was given over by the
national committee to the state or-
ganization.
It is to be noted that more than half
of the money raised in Nebraska for
the national campaign, or to be more
exact, $2,362, was contributed by re-
publicans In Omaha and Douglas
connty, while only $28 was contribu-
ted from Lincoln and Lancaster
county. Some of the smaller countles
made most creditable econtributions
and the results, considering the condi-
tions under which the money was
ralsed, prove beyond doubt that the
national campalgns of the future can
be successfully financed on a basis of
popular subseriptions without depend-
|ing on the corporation hand-outs and
blg donations that made up the cam-
palgn funds in former presidential
contests.
The rank and file of the republicans
are willing to pay the legitimate ex-
penses of a political campaign and
want nothing in return except the as-
surance of the benefits which all en-
i Joy allke under republican policies ap-
| plied by republican administrations,

L]
TELEPHONES AND TRAIN DISPATCHING

The announcement that a number
|of rallroads contemplate the adoption
|of telephones to replace the telegraph
in the dispatching of trains brings
the charge from the telegraphers that
the movement is designed 1o evade
compliance with the federal law re-
lating to the hours of telegraph
operators and signalmen and that the
new plan, while it may be cheaper for
the rallroads, will increase the risks
of travel. A raillroad telegrapher, In
a letter to the Interstate Commerce
commission discussing the new plan,
SAYS:

It would be ludicrous, if It were nol for
the serlousness of the matter, (d ses how
suddenly the rallroads woke up to the faot
that the telephone I8 so much superior to
the telegraph In the safety and prompt-
ness of service, also how suddenly they dis-
covered the superiority of the Inexperienced
56 to $40 telephone operator to the experi-
enced 380 Lo $65 telegraph operator.

An & matter of fact, the awakening im-
mediately followed the golng Into sffect
of the “hours of service law' the 4th of
iast March, which compellsd the roads Lo
employ Lhree operators at some stations
instead of two., as formerly. By pulting
In three ‘phone operators at about §85 each
they save the salary of a third operator
at 385 and save 320 or £35 from the original
axpensa of the two men al 36 each. This
l# 6 fair average. This 1 the secrel of the
much-boasted wsuccess of the telephone
service that they clalm has been achieved
where It has been experimented with, As
a matter of fact, thé "phones have proven
ta be far from successful. The ‘phones on
jong distance currenta are nolsy, diffioult
to keep adjusted mod unsatisfactory in
many WEeYS,

In opposition to this view, the rail-
road managers cite the Burlington,
which has been operating its Chicago

time, reports satisfactory resulis. The
public will not be particularly con-
cerned in the matter except to demand
that the safety of travelers be guarded
to the utmost. Competent train dis-
patehers, whether telephone operators
or telegraphers, are just as important
to the traveler as the alrbrake and
other safety appilances, However the
service may be changed or cheapened,
the public has a right to demand that
it shall not be InefMelent.

SR - ——————

As chief of the army slgnal corps,
General Allen makes earnest recom-
mendations for lmprovement and en-
largement of that branch of the mill-
tary service. Omaha I8 speclally in-
terested in the signal corps branch of
the army because of the signal corps
post and training school at Fort
Omaha, and General Allen may ecount
on the moral support of our people in
his desire to make the signal corps
grow more efficlent and more serv-
fceable,

The Bouth Omaha live stock market
shows up a far greater per cont of In-
crease In business in the comparative
figures for the last ten years than any
of the thres Jurgest live stock marketa,
Throw a bouguet at South Omaha.

Editor Bryan agrees with Editor
Pulitzer about President Roosevelt,
but he will probably be slow to agree
with Editor Pulitzer that the demo-
cratic party must dle unless It relleves
itself of the incubus of Bryanlsm.

The Dabimanites have finally pulled
off tholr final ratification of the eclec-
tion of a democratle governor in Ne-
braska. Just imagine what the cele-
bration would have been If Mayor Jim
had lariated the' job for himself.

If all the corn grown in the corn
belt could be marketed at the prices
brought by the prize ears put up at
the corn show auction the western
farmer would soon leave all the other
multli-millionaires lu the rear,

Venezuela would be helpless in a
war with Holland on sea and Holland
could do nothing in the way of a land
invasion of Venesuela, so It really
makes little difference whether elther
of the powers declares war.

Des Moines would llke to get the
headquarters of the Department of the
Missourli away from Omaha. Of
course (t would. - But Omaha {8 not
likely to be a passive onlooker If the
attempt is made.

Our “opnly democratic congressman
from Nebraska' will be the only Ne-
braska congressman to come home for
the Christmas holidays. This demo-
cratiec demand for economy applies to
the government only.

A Russian millionalre called hls
sons together and bpurned his money
In thelr presence. | i wWas unnecessary,
as the boys would have taken pleasure
in burning it for him.

A New York hotel has decided to
furnish dress sulls for its patrons at
dinner. This will not help the man
who has a dress suit but {8 short on the
price of the dinngr.

The last democratic legilslature in
Nebraska set the record for the intro-
duction of holdup Dbills. Will the
coming democratic leglslature beat
that record?

Carrie Natlion was greeted with a
chorus of S8cotch boos when she spoke
at Glasgow. Carrle is accustomed to
fighting Scotch as well as other kinds
of booze,

A Harvard profeksor says that the
American of the future will have
black eyes. Bome of the Americans
of the present have them, natural or
acquired.

Most Accommodatling Mas.
Washington Post,

If congress Insisty’ on more talk from the
president, there Is nothing In that gentle-
man's past life we cun reeall at the moment
that would Indleate eongress’ probable dis-
appointment.

Rare Contentment,
Indianapolis News.

The report that Hawsil is entirely satis-
fled with the appropriations that have been
made for the islands, creates a susploion
that the Hawallans asro still lscking in
the true American l_plrit.

Uplift in Buffalo Hide.
New York World.

Men are only middle-aged in whose boy-
hood buffalo skins were & drug on the
8t. Louls market, bringing #8 to & each.
Hunters théen slaughtered buffalo by the
thousand for their hides and left the meat
to rot. Now, two fine freah robes are of-
fered in New York at 51000 each,

Taft Likened to MeKinley,

Hartford Courant.
It jsn't merely in his way of looking at
things—the duty laid upon us in the Philip-
pines, the wisdom of using common-senss
about tariff matters, etc.—that William H.
Taft is like Wiljlam McKinley. There are
constant suggestions of McKinley In his
way of doing and saying things, The re-
semblance will grow upon & country from
year to year,

Cromwell and His Fee,
Ban Francisco Chronicle,

The discussion of the matter of the sale
of the Punama canal recalls the Intereating
fact that the largest feea ever pald o a
nwyer for a single plece of work was
probably pald by the French government to
Willlam Nelson Cromwell, who prepared
the papers in the case, in general, nego«
tUated the terms of the sale. It has been
understood that Cromwell recelved a fee
of $L000.000, or § per cent of the $40,000,000
pald for the property.

An Unwarranied Squeese.
Phllsdelphia Record.

The contemplated ralse In rallway frejght
rates, which will go Into effect January 1,
will be sure 1o meet with & roaring protesg
when it becomes operative and shippers
suddenly find out "where they are at"
Already there |s prepage of discontent on
the Pacifle const. The action of the milway
managers s equivaleft to a widening of
the continent for trading purposes. Weat-
ern shippers find thmaelves suddenly placed
farther off from eastern markels and wang

the Mbm

may, the need of such u law s ¢lear,

division traln by telephone for some

Ltu know the reason why,
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CURRENT POLITICAL COMMENT,

Seme New and 0Old Methoda of
Veting.
Phtladelphia Press (rep.).
Our elections have comd to exhibit a

veriety and finconsistency In the voting
whioch were antirely unknown 1o our fathers
who used the single partyy poster ballot
in voling that ticket It was necessary fo
vota for all the candidates of the party
uniess the voters made erasures or covered
names with “stickers.” This was done to
some extent, but It pever created the wide
Giscrapancies In the total vote of the seve
eral candidates that the Australlan blanket
baliot has brought upon ums.

Only two states, New Jorsey and Cone
necticut, retain the old styls of ballot
The ballot that has to be marked allows
the voter to vote for the candldates ha s
Interested in Aand to neglect the rest. It
he wishes Lo vots a split ticket he can do
80 much more aasfly by the blanket ballot
than with the old single party ticket, and
its elickera. This = trus, even when the
single square or circle at the head of the
ticket facilitatas stralght party voting.
The Massachuseits plan, by which all
candldates’ names are lisied alphabetically
and the voter has to select and mark each
separate onndidate for whom he desirea to
vote, shows the widest discrepancles be-
Lwoen the vole for the important and the
unimportant offices. It is the falrest plan,
£8 no votes are cast by it except those the
voter wants to cast and for just thomss
persona he wishes to support. Consldera-
tions of conveniencs 4o not maks him vote
for those In whose political success he
foeln mo Interest.

The voting machines In use In fourteen
states Introduce another variety In voting
There are some who see evil In this and
think there should be legislation to compel
uniformity in voting in all the states. There
ir no merit in this suggestion, Each state
is guaranteed a republican form of govern-
ment, but the manner of voting Is a detall
which sach state Is free to make its own
experiments with. We are just now ex-
perithenting on & large scale with blanket
ballots and In some states with the veting
machines. Neither aro fres from objec
tlons, Uniformity may be desirable, but
it 18 far better than uniformity that emch
state should have a voting system which
sults it and is suited to it, and this system
it must work out for Itself.

Wanted, & Man,
New York Bun,

Advice to the democratie party Is now
pouring forth Trom every after dinner pro-
feasor of government, One says that the
party Is too radical and runs after false
gods, and another that It cannot get on
without the radicals; they agree that there
must be reorganisation, stabliity In its
counclls and a sane, progressive pollcy.
Mr. Bryan must walk the plank. Mr. Bryan
must be conclliated, and so on. One healer,
at his wits’ ends, suggests a good gov-
ernment trust of prominent democrats to
walch the republican administration, and
secure the confidence of the peaple for the
democratic party.

It = true that stability, sanity and char-
acter are the need of the almiess and
wandering democracy., Leaders It must
have, but thsy cannot be appolinted or
foroed upon it. Leadership must grow out
of the political conditions of the coming
four years; the occaslon must produce the
man, and the man must be worthy of the
summons. Eise thers will be no leader
whom the party can follow with spirit,
and It will be idle to make a campalgn In
1912 with any hope of success.

Bince 1572 the democratic party has put
its best foot forward and achieved the most
satlsfactory sesults when {4 nominated for
the president a man of executive ability
and experience—in each case the succesa-
ful governor of a state. If the party can-
not develop such a man before the next
national eonvention its chances of obtaln-
Ing posession of ths government will be
slim Indeed. Reorganisation cannot make
such & man or after dinner specches: he
must be evolved and grow to the requlsite
stalure,

The Kolld South Melting.
New York World (dem.).

Analysis of the officlal election returns,
taken from advance sheets of The World
Almanac for 1908, shows clearly the trend
of political sentiment In the siates compaos-
ing the solld south. Bome of thae striking
changes apparent are the following:

The Industrial stetes of the new south
gave a greatly decreased vote for Bryan
as compared with his vote of 1900,

The agricultural states of the south re-
maln almost unchanged in their political
allegianoe,

Both the Bryan vote and the democratic
pluralities decreased notably In a majority
:’fwtha southern states as compared with
One state, Missourl, has broken sway
from the ranks of the solid south, and sev-
eral others are approaching the turning-
point,

Even in those wstates which have voted
total prohibition of the liquor traffic, the
republican party vole was extremely small,
making a pitiful comparison with northern
states where prohibition 1= not in force.

Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Ten-
nesses, Virginia, Missour! and Maryland
have made remarkable advances In indus-
trinllam during the last olght years, In
these states there has besn also an almost
complete disfranchisement of the negro.
The trend of political sentiment In them
is therefors, the sentiment of the white
population.

Stay-at-Home Citizens.
Boston Transeript (rep.).

Though the popular wote thrown In No-
vember was the largest In our history, and
came Within 147,000 of touching tha 15,000,000
mark, it llusirates the Indifference of
many voters to the exercise of the frees
man's privilege. There must be more than
L000.000 stay-at-homes st the lowest com-
putation—assuming that the United States
has approximeately 90,000,000 Inhabitants, and
making allowance for disfranchisement,
and unnaturalized allens. The popular
vole does not keep pace with the Increase
of population, and to ihis clroumstance ls
dus the fact that the total lest month
was but 888000 In excess of that cast in
November, 1800, In 1904 the popular vote
was but little in excess of 13511 708,

Geiting Close te Farmers.
Bpringficld (Masa.) Republican (ind.),
Hustling public men are seeking to get
néar to the farmers, as witness the reoent
projects set on foot by Presldent Rooss-
velt apd the governors of New England
slates. Governor Charles 8, Dencon of 1.
nols 1 not to be outdone in this line of
effort. He recently atiended a state corn
show In the Illinois Bpringfield, and gave
out that be had become so much Impressed
by all that bhe bad beheld that he would
bocome & member of the class taking the
short course in agriculture at tha State
unlversity tifls winter. "The exhibit con-
vinced him that corn and catile conlribute
largely to the prosperity of the state, and
he belleves its governor should be an ex-
pert in the best methods of promoting the
Industry.” Here was uw conversion llke that

of Saul of Tarsus. “"Next!"

A Demoeratic Tariif.
Philadelphia Press (rep ).

The report from Washington that the
democrats will present a tariff bill of
thelr own has & certaln amount of intérest,
It they can sgree upon what they want
it will give the country some ldes of what
the democratic poaltion on the tariff reslly
ts. and that s something the coun'ry
doean’t know now, and it s not certain

the democratic party knows It

DEFECTS IN CORPORATION LAWS

The Harriman Decinlon Sugests the
Need of Overhauling.
Chicago Tribune.

The somewhat siriet construction of the
interstate commerce act by the suprems
court In the case of the Harriman inguiry
probabily will prove to be In the public In-
tereat. Certainly if its effect is what It
should be good will come of It

The Aeciston emphasizges the public need
an well am the legal necesalty of legislation
which shall empower the commission or
another body to exercise o braad but deli-
nite survelllanoe over combinations and con-
solidations among carciers, intercorporate
stock purchases, and ximillar operations of
the directing talent at work with publie
servics corporations, If proper legislation
of this character Is obtalned it in groatly to
be preferred to the extension by consiruce
tion of the inquisitorial powers of the com-
mission under the present interstate com-
meros &ot, & process of great uncertalnty,
unjust to the Individual and unsstiafactory
from the point of view of the publie in-
terest.

The president's proposals for removing
carriera from the operations of the Eher-
man law and for new leglslation which
ghall - provide for publicity and regulation
an to thelr capitalisation, combination and
management undoubledly has directed and
crystallizsed public opinlon along these linea.
The president-elect is In generil accord
with these pollcies and undoubledly will
exerciss his great nfluence toward their
enactment on safely constitutional lines,
It In AQuring Mr. Taft's adminsitration, In
fact, we must look for that Intelligent over-
hauling of the laws affecting corporations
which now seems desirable, The fiest legls-
lation In this new field has proved defec-
tive In many respects, as s inevitable In a
period of transition. The nation ls fortu-
nate in the assurance that the eaxperience
of the jast few epoch-making years In to
be made permanently profitable under the
guidance of a legal knowledge so sound
and a progressiveness so enlightened am
Mr. Taft's.

WORBBLY ON THE WORDS.

Hattlefieet Crewa HBreak Dowm on
National Anthem.
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Here is fresh proof of the unhappy fact
that our country Is still In need of a na-
tlonal anthem. Whenever the battleship
fleet reached a stopping place Lhe natlves
Invariably saluted it with a national &ir,
Everybody had a national alr exoept your
Uncle B8am. Of course the visiting officers
and men made an effort to respond with
*“The Star Spangled Banner.'' We are told
that the first line went wvigorously, but at
the second the mingers wobbled and st the
third they went vocally broke. A few
volees carrled the melody through and still
fewer sang the words correctly, but if we
can belleve the correspondents It was a
sorry effort. It is sald that after several
fullures of this kKind genoral rehearsais
weore tried, but the men showed but little
improvement. The fact is, the alr does not
lend 1tsell to the tuneful manipulations of
ordinary volces. Nor Is it poasibie to sing
the words with the glibness that permits of
the proper patriotic emphasis.

Perhaps this pleture of our sallormen,
strangers In & strange land, wrestling with
an alr that is beyond the compass of their
voltes, and endeavoring to repeat words
that seem to defy memoriging, will rouse
soma pitying song writer to renewed ef-
forts. The additional plcture of the natives
gazing In open mouthed astonishment at
the battleship chorus and wondering if the
Americans can be as terriblo In fight as
they are In song, should emphasize these
determined efforts.

SEASON OF GLADNESS,

HDeeper Mood of Christmas Quicting
to the Pertuarbed Spirie.”
Colller's Weekly.

The holiday splrit inheres in the merri-
ment of children, & religious glow for all
participants, a burst of genoroaily for
those less favored, and & sénese of universal
peace. Btated more concretely, the deap
concerns of the day are the child, the
family, the church and the poor. Ils aclive
celobration conslsts in releasing the gond-
will of each heart through unselfish ac-
tion or gratitude. Its atmosphere derives
from the old-time attractive bellef that at
a certain season of the year thers was
A peace of God, with a laying down of
arms and a ocessation of sirife. The hope
of the day ls that there shall be an exten-
glon of the area and time-limit of that
peace until it gathers in the nations and
interpenctrates the dally strugmie of the
individual. A hollday season offers us the
chance to step out and look at our work,
and the spirit and purpose of the work.
It is & seventh day affirmation of the worth
of the six days of headiong creatice ac-
tivity. Likes the Gobelin tapesiry weavers,
we are mostly on the wrong sids of our
own pattern. It ls profoundly good once
& year to soe that the outworking Is gra-
clous and progressive. The deepor mood of
Christmas (s quleting to the perturbed spirit
of us, We are permitied’ to glimpee the
oternal order—to know that the near fore-
ground s torn and swaying with blind
struggle and muddy turmoll, but that be-
hind 1t, for all the reaches of space, there

is the assurance of a great peace,

Danger of Jughandle Decistons,
Kansas City Times.

All such Inquiries as that of the Missour!
rate case, In progress in Kensas Cfty, 11-
lustrate the wisdom of snlarging the powers
of commissions to find out the facts con-
ceming corporations.  Thess commismstons
can bhe previded with expert investigators,
and such & thing as & one-sided Inquiry
will no longer plece the people at a dis-
advantage. Greut mdvances have been made
in the last few years in this regard. The
trequency of injunction against legislation
has allown to the public that the law-
making power will really rest with the ax-
port statisticlans of the special interosts
unless the people employ some skilled ace
countants of thelr own,

Detractors Effsctively Scored,
Washingon Herald.

The duty of public officers In respect to
falsehooda aboul thelr acts Is to tell the
truth about them, leaving to the people the
business of passing judgment upon and
punishing the falsifiers. Mr. Roosevelt has
performed this duty with his accustomed
vigor, and in a most convincing way, We
belleve thae American people will be per-
fectly satisfied with his sxplicit and over-
whelming confutation of his detractors,

Some Kaocks for the Trusts.
Fhiladelphia Record.

The Ol trust s managing pretty well to
fight off the Landis fine, but tha Tobacco
trust has reeeived 4 jJudicial solur plexus
blow, and the Bugar trust is likely to go
down desp Into Us pockels and pay for
the suppresslos of a refinery in this city,
It looks aé though Mr. Earle would gather
in & few more millions for the Real Estate
Trust company; which flnanced the refinery
that was not allowed to earn anything.

Tact and Diplemacy.
Bpringfleld Republican.

The fact that Mr. Gompers and Mr.
Taft have buried the hatohst snd will let
bygones be .bygones reveals Mr Gompers
as a tactician snd Mr. Taft as o diplomatist
of a high order. The country will gladly
take nots of the Incldent as Indlcative of
& purpose on the part of the president Lo-be
not to sssume the burdes of his prodeces-
sor's quarreis

——T———————————————————

OUR NATIONAL HOLOUCAUST,

Burn Enoagh Preperly to Pay Cont of
Mighty Army.

Bamuel Hopkins Adama in Hverfybods's

We hear much In this pasesful’ country,
about Cermany's burden of miNtarism.
Well, our natienal boatire would pay for
the kuiser's whole army malntenance and
leave a surplus sanually of 00,000,000 for n
firoworks fund whoetewllth 1o appesss our
pyromaniac appetite. If Germany. & op-
pressed by wars and the ramors of Wars,
how much more sorely & the United Stales
oppressed by fire and the sviis (hat attend
It. And the worst of It I8 that thia loss,
In great part s superflucus; Mheredibly
and Hdiotleally stupld and shortsighted.

BEurope proves so much, No natlon there
but would be appaliedby st sueh & fire bill
am ours. In the forty-pine prineipal cities
of Europe there |s less than one fire an-
nually (8, 10 be exact) to every 1000 in-
habitants. In this country we maintain »
general average of four and one<half frer
per L0000 persons. The per capita logs by
flamen In Italy I8 13 cents yearly: In Ger-
many, 49 cents; in thirty of the largest
Huropean citles, 61 cents; and In 32 Ameri-
can cllles the per capita desatruction aver-
agea 3310, Boston, In many respecis the
most sclontifically administered and municl-
pally progreasive cliy in this country, has
W yearly LI of §1.600.000 from loss by burh-
ing. The Europoan city of equal sise gots
nlong with one-tenth of that sacrifles. Our
debit slde of the fire ledger sams up a
heavier total than the combined losscs of
any other six civiliged nations In  the
world. Nothing this mide of the sun equals
us for combustion

PERSONAL NOTES.

Governor-elect Harmon of -Oblo will ride
to his inauguration on horseback, as Jof-
ferson was reported as dolng.

Five members of the S8mith family landed
In the board of aldermen of Bomerville,
Mass. . last electlon day,

Dr. Felix Adler of Columbla unlversity
and Prof, Willlam M. Davis of Harvard
university, who are now lecturing at the
University of Beérlin, were Introduced to
Emperor Willlam at Potsdam by Ambassia-
dor HIlL

Crippled with solatioa and unable to make
use of the once sturdy legs which for yoears
carried him through Alaska, Jeck Dalton,
known in every part of the Unjted States
s the man who made the Dalton trall, ar-
rived recently In Beattle

Joseph H, Choate, who Is 77, has been
moved to remark that he does not feel as
old as the youngest of hisa associates on
the commission to arrange for tha oelsbra-
tion of New York's Lincoln centennial, who
ie only 6. Mr. Choate Is atill generally re-
garded In the légal profesmion as one of
our most promiging young men,

The letters of Mrs. James G. Blaine have
been edited by her daughter, Mra. Harrlet
Blalna Beale, and have just been published.
They begin In 1571, and end in 1880, and
contaln many references to the political
affalrs In which her husband was actively
engaged durlng all that time. Her descrip-
tion of the scene at the shooting of Gar-
fleld 1o most Interesting, full of sweet and
simple pathos, ;

PASSING PLEASANTRIES.

Bentimental Bue—-After all, if vou strip
away our shams, what Is left of the
ranlities?

Practioal Peneclo Sure enough. - What

do these cheap pillows look ke wihe
take the shams off ¥—Baltlmore Amﬂ:;:_‘.“‘.””

“B0 vou are
bov to college

“Yes,” answored Farmer Corntossel, "Ho's
too big for me to handle In the woodnhed,
and I guess I'll have to have him haged." —
Washington Star. .

ﬂsing to pend your youngest

—

“More monay Is spent for frivellty than
for necessities."
“Oh, 1 don't know, IUs costing the

Chincan $4,000,000 Lo bury the cmperop,'—
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

“What's the difference between valor and
discretion 7"

“Well, to go through Europe without tip.
ping would be valor.,”

lsI IEE."

“And to come back by a different route
would be discretion."—Loulsville Courler-
Journal

He—I must say, I llke appropriste press
ents for Christmas,

She—Yes, Guorge, dear, so do 1. And can
you think of & more appropriate pressnt
than an erminoe set on a fir tree?—Baltlmore
Amerjcan,

“Lemuel,” sald Mre. Finkenbinder, in an
injured tone, “you sald that all you wanted
to read in that paper was the personal col-
umn,""

“I sald the reonal columns, my dear,”
answored Mr, F.onkenbinder, without luoking
up, “1l am reading the president’'s latest
message,"'—Chicago Tribune,

““We have here a serles of dolls represent-
ing all states in life,” sald the falr vendor
of toys at the charity bazar. *“'Now this
one represents the home ldea as a happy

wits.”

“That doll ain't a“ood one o Yopresent
o huppy wife,” said the vinegar-faced
WOman, pa

using near,
“*“Why not?" asked the surprised attend-

ant
“Hecause she can't shut her eyen.'—Baltl-
more American.

Haggard Customer—My wife telephoned
me & while lﬁ that she wanted me to
bring home & “Lorna Doone.” I've lquired
at half a dozen places and can't find it
What sort of & gamé is 1L?

Salesman (at sporting goods coulter)—I
don't think it's & game. It sounde to mo
like the name of & Scotch drink, THy that
place across the way, with the screen doors
—Chicago Tribune.

AFTER CHRINTMAS.

1
“Will you g0 with me a'calling?"”
Bald Mabel unio Bue.
“Why, really, doar Mabel
1'd be delighted to—
But now I am so busy,
1 ulllr have no lelsure—
Just walt until after Christmans
And I'll go with the greatest pleastire.”

11,
“Why don't you bake some cooklés, mat
You never do, no more;
We've had no puddin' for a month,
Is It 'cause we're gettin' poor?
“Oh, no, my son, it i not thut,
Hut I've o much to do—
Just wait untll after Christmas
And I'll bake lota for you.

11l
“Wil you sew a button on my vesi?"’

Buld “and mend my coal—*
But he looked at ma snd the Iast Pequest
Just stuck fawt In his throat

“How dare you menfon-7"" ma bDegan—
Then softly shod a tear—

""Please wuf;. untll after Christmag
Don't you think you can, my denr?"

IV, s :
YWill you give me your heart, dear
maiden?
Wil you promise (o be my wife?
1 love you better than I can tell—
Bhe Sl nouse mintie Bl sond
e slar 0 minules aoe,
Then suddenly & she— i
L [} lruu'll walt untll after Christ
I'll be yours for sternity,”
Omaha, BAYO

a

HUYLER'S GANDY, FRESH

We shall from now until Chlst.
mas Eve, recelve dally shipments
of Huyler's New York and Chlsago
Chocolates and Bon-Bons in 3-1b,
1-b., 2-1b., snd B5-1b, boxes.

Flace you order pow. i
Shorman & McConaell Drug Co.
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