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POPULAR PROJECT

How an Idea Has Grown Until It Embraces the Whole Oountry and Many Interests, All Bent on Increasing the Grain Yields and Consequent Profit of the Americun Farm

“"Ave, the corn, the royal corn, within whose 7'!1.1.0' heart
There 1= health and strength for all the nations.

HEREVER there {s a farm in alt the vast expanse of the
country there is with it the ever pressing problem of
how to get from the soll the greatest possible profita.
Since farming first began the question of the greatest
results from the given area and given labor has con-

irc.ied the man who through his efforts has fed the multitude. The
National Corn exposition, organized on n broad plan by broad men
in Omaha one day last January, was designed as a fitting place
where the problems solved by the individual combined with those
worked out by all his nelighbors—and men in different states and
differe—s climates—could be presented and the best methods of all
cotiblned into a real recipe for farming which would be worthy the
atientivn of the most practical and sagest gray-beard in the rurals.
It hes been known for tenm years that if the recipes of some farmers
were generally applied the result would be a profit to the nation of
millions of dollars annually.

“1f the Interoational live stock shows and the world's fairs will
inepire breeders to produce better stock and the workshops and
facts vles of America to surpass those of the world In the fine and
wee anleal aris a great national corn and grain exhibition will

fngire the farmers 10 produce better gralne and grasscs,” was the
argrment of the business men who formulated the plan. When the
gug<estion was made to a small handful of business men of Omahs,
South Omsha and Council Bluffsa they readily subscribed a fund

which will be ample to make the exposition a succeps and December
% to 19 were selocted as the dates for holding the exposition in
Omaha, after all the state and county shows in the various states
tad BLeen held, that each might contribute to the great national
clearing house the best corn and other grains which their exhibitors
entered. |

The practical work with farm crops had passed the experi-
mental stage. It was known that local contests, county corn shows,
short courses and county falr exhibits of corn and grains had been
an Inspiration to the American farmer. A "new farmer” had been
evolved, Just as a "new woman' was evolved, and this new agricul-
turist is & man who no longer meets the seasons with brute force
and simply plows, plants, fights weeds and reaps, but an intelligent
worker, who combines brains with muscle,

Profits of the New Farmer

Within the last decads it has been found that by practical
sclentific farming the “new farmer” quadruples his crops, creates
new cereals, fruits end trees, and annually produces six times the
wenlth of the national banka,

It was planned then to show in Omaha in one great expesition
whant the new farmer had discovered, how he discovered his wonder-
ful farm, discovered ita new worth with the sid of science and
inveotion, agricultural colleges, agricultural experiment stations,
agricultural explorers, an agricultural department, weather bureau,
bureau of animal industry, bureau of plant industry and sumdry
other alde and sducations which have made farming twice as easy,
doubly as interesting, vastly more intalligent and uplifting and three
times as profitable.

In bold relief stood the record made by Iowa, Wisconsin, Ne-
braska, North Daketa and Kansas The states had preved that the
gclentific way was the practieal way and the National Carn
tion was designed to emphasize the fact and bring those Interestad
in agticulture together frem all sections of the country for a great

P. O. HOLDEN
meeting and a great presentation in graphie form of the accomplish~-
wents of those who have been working for more and better crops.
“Every farm should produce the greatest possible profits,"” was
one ol the underlying ldeas of the organizers of the National Corn
esp.#ition. And they went about advertising the big exposition to be
h¢is In Omaha in December as a meeting and exposition to bring to
the agricultural interests of the United States the combined knowl-
wdge of the agricultural college speciallats, the “sclence with prac-
ten'" farmers, together with the results in graphle form of the study
aud work at a thousand experiment stations in 48 many communities.
Governor Albert B. Cummins of lowa was the first state execu-
tive to lssue a proclamation calling on the farmers of lowa to
support the National Corn exposition movement as &8 movement
Wwiich means a better and a8 brighter day for sll. This proclamation
of the governor of Jowa was followed guickly by Governor Sheldon
)1 Nebraska sppointing & commission of Nebraskans to look after
the luterests of the state at the big corn show and urge the lm-

portance of the whole enterprise on the farmers ino all parta of the
Biiln,

Growth of the Idea

This action of the two western governors was quickly followed
hy governcis In many other statés appolnting commissions or urging
ipun the agricultural interests the Importance of the great exposi-
tion at Omaba, which [s to be really the first big agricultural show
iu & country more dependent on the farms than anything else. Some
of thosé who econtributed thelr infiuence were Governor Johuson of
b lupsota, Geveruor Hanley of Indians, Governor Coe I, Crawford
v/ South Dakota, GoYernor Brooks of Colorado and Gvernor Hoeh
of Kansas.

Before the enterprise had been before the people three months
twenty-two #tates bad joloed hands to co-operate Iin the corn
exposition; the promlinent agriculturists of Mexico had taken a hand,
offering & trophy worth §1,500 and arranged to make an exhibit,
Then the men from the largest plant breeding stations of Great
Britaln expressed their willingness to make an exhibit at the exposi-
tlon in Owmwaba and forwarded many packages of seed Lthat they
ment with which to lllustrate thelr lectures. Seedmen iln all parts
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might have planta growing under glass in various stages of develp-
of the country volunteered to secure samples of corn grown in all
countries where they sell seed and the exposition began to take on
an interpational scope befors the idea was well understood.

Grain exchanges in all parts of the United States and particu-
larly those of the west were quick to grasp the opportunity to do
something practical to Improve the crops and increase the yleld.
Grain dealers’ associations of different states were among the first
to endorse the movement—and have since glven it more substantial
endorsement by contributing to the premium lst and what is con-
gidered more important by the management, indpired interest in
local econtests In all parts of the country, which will result in more
and better samples beilng sent to the exposition at Omaha,

If the National Corn exposition makes nothing else it s going
to make trafflo for the rallroads.

Interest of the Railroads

The rallroads saw this long before the organization became a
fact and It took little urging to esecure the assistance of the main
lines of rallroad in the west, which have distributed thousands of
giroulars which they published themselves, covered the waiting
rooms of depots with large show Lills and several of the roads have
put special men in the field boosting the National Corn exposition.

If the business men of the country, the manufacturers of agri-
cultural implements and the merchants who are assisting to organisze
and carry through to complete success the Natlonal Corn exposition
have a selfish motive the railroads can be sald to have one. They
do not hesitate to say that the exposition means much to them,
Because it means more grain to haul, hut they also add that it means
better times for all, and If there Is one business which wants good
times all the time it is the transpertation business

Implement manufacturers were just as much Interested in start-
ing the latest of western enterprises as rallroad men. Modern farm
equipment should be more In demand. The makers realize that they
can sell thousands of gas engines and dynamos for putting electric
lighta on the farm if the farmers had more money, and If they once
knew the convenlences of such modern power and of electricity.
The manufacturers of farm machinery and implements of all kinds
responded at once when the National Corn exposition was pfesented
to them.

It took but a few words from Governor George L. Sheldon of

Nebraska to secure the favorable conslderaticn of Becretary James
Wilson of the Department of Agriculture, There was & thing which
Governor Sheldon wanted for the National Corn exposition and that
was recognition. He got that, and besides the secretary of agricul-
ture, formerly dean of the Jowa Agricultural college, promised to
install a still for making denatured alecohol at the National Corn
exposition and demonstrate to thousands of visitors how alcohol
suitable for a fuel and to generate power could be made from the
refuse about a farm,

Women Have a Share

With all these forces st work, together with the assistance of
the Nattonal Corn Growers' association and agricultural colleges In
all parts of the country, the National Corn exposition could not help
but be a success, but from a volunteer gsource has come much of the
ancouragement which has made the board of managers confident
of success,

The women school teachers were these volunteers.

While county superintendents in lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota
and Kansas took an active interest as a general thing, it was the
women county superintendents and the teachers who gave the most
encouragement to the *"'blg clearing house for Ideas.,” It has come
to be a common thing for teachers to have classes in the elements
of agrieulture in the schools even of some western clties. The state
superintendents encourage the work and special bulletins and helps
are jssued for the tenchers who have made agriculture so interesting
that the youngest children in school are brought into close touch
with nature and early take & keen interest in the functions of the
farm. Little by little as the new agrienltural thought has spread
almost all departments in the worid of agriculture and industry
demand the National Corn exposition as a place where the people
rould eee nnd understand the possibilities of the country, of the soil
and climates of America, The movement seemed to be a part of the
plan for the "comservation of natural resources,” and strange it
reached [ta height just about the time the talk of conserving the
pation’s resources began,

Among the firat to urge the National Corn exposition was P. G.
Holden of the lowa Agricultural college, originator of the “corn
gospel trains” and the man credited with increasing lowa's corn
crop over 12,000,000 bushels in ene year. The state corn showa
were really the outgrowth of the afforts of Prof. Holden, who started

Fresh Field for American Capital

ONSTANTINOPLE, Sept. 22.—
Among the many political changes
of an International character
which have been brought about by
the unexpected change of govern-

ment in Turkey there s one that may work
pecullarly to American advantage. Previ-
ously closed to all intents to American en-
terprise, Turkey will now welcome brains
and capital from the United States and will
grant valuable concessions, I am told, to all
bhonest inveators from across the Atlantie,

Particularly advantageous to American
capitalists Is the fact that they belong to a
country known to have no political Interests
or territorial ambitions in the Ottoman em-~
pire, A statement to this effect has been
made to the American embassy here by the
Youpg Turk Committee of Unlon and Prog-
ress, the present dictators in the land.

The announcemant—made unofficially, but
by a member of the committea after conaul-
tation with his colleagues—was not entirely
unsolicited; it came In answer to a question
a5 to whether an application for a rallway
concession wounld be welcomed by the Turk-
ish government at this moment. And it was
also stated that not only in rallways, but in
investments of all kinds, American capital is
earnestly desired, the Young Turks believing
that the benefit will be not only direct, but
also In the secondary way of assuring or as
sisting to assure the integrity of the empire.

Besides this, the continuance of the
Young Turks' success depends almost en-
* tirely on the immediate instaliation of clvilis-
ing institutions. Thelr work—i use thelr
own argument—Is primarily one of edunca-
tion, &and of the immediate, quick education
of several millions of people, who are lkely
to ask within & year, ""What has this constl-
tution done for the country?"

Ignorant, from the determined suppres-
sion of schools by the old regime and pov-
érty-stricken to & degree, the great maosses
of the people naturally expect some material
and Immediate sdvantage to acerue from the
experiment with a western form of govern-
ment, Many of them, the great illiterate
majority, do nolt know what a constitution
means and are still devout In their one law,
devotion to the padisha, whose old ministors,
they belleve, were gullty of decelving him.

Their education, the first necessity of the
proposed reforms, must begin with an actual,
tangible betterment of their condidon.
Many of the Young Turks, the leaders of
them, know that the country without capl-
talists, without engineers, with few men of
experience and succoss Iu any line of organ-
Ization, and with an almost bankrupt treus-
ury, can do llttle io the way of improve-
ments for many years to come, and it will
be found necessary to throw open the doors
to honest European and American investors
generally.

Printing pressea and all printing ma-
chinery as a begining have not only been
struck off the list of things denled entrance
to the country, but, acecording to a notice
from the sublime porte, distributed broad-
cast, are now ailowed to come In entirely
free of duty. In consequence of this mush-
room journals have sprung up so rapldly that
recently they, the journals, have had to apol-
ogize for the poor quality and the size of
thelr psper, having dralned southeastern
Europe temporarily of its stock.

Of course there have been some sarious
abuses of the liberty of the press, but the
Young Turks, except for remonstrating with
the editors, have let them alons, declaring
that the ‘Wree publication of papers, even If
they create serious controversies, will inspire

the people to learn how to read and to write.
The matter of education by the press will

take care of itsell, In that of enlighten-
ment by western engineers a boginning has
beecn miade by securing the services of Bir
Willlam: Willeox, the famous British engil-
peir, who did so much In the way of re-

clalming the vslley of the Nile. Hia choice
is also In American favor, as Sir Willlam s
known to appreciate the hustling qualities
of American contractors, To Mr. Leishman,
the American ambassador, Sir William sald
recently: “Your eungineers make the dirt
fiy and 1 bope we shall have some of them
here."

The needs af this country are {nestima-
ble. As pointed out in & prdspectus -handed
to the first American capitallst to arrive
sluce the proclametion ol the constitution,
there 8 room for the lovestment of millions
upon millions of dollars. In Constantinople
there Is neod for tramways, where only some
few miserable horse cars now run; there are
no slectric lights, no telephones, little sew-
erage and druinage, not even a fire brigade,
hand pumps still belog used,

And these are also the requirements of
every city in the empire. Throughout the
country, rallways, telegraphs, frrigation sys-
tems, harbors and river improvements and
many other works are In grave demand.

The grain products of the rich plsins of
Byria are gow unmarketed because there is
no feasible way of bringlag them over the
mountains of the Mediterranean coast; car-
pets, spices and such valuable things alone
warranting the expense of costly transporta-
tion by mule and camel, Mineral deposits
—already discovered and marked out by ex-
plorers, are lying almost without exception
in unbroken ground.

(Continued on Page Thres.)

corn contests at his short courses, and thess developed into county
and state shows., Prof. Holden wanted to see the ldea developed
ono stép further, He want® g national corn show held every yvear
e o sort of unjversity to the other short courses and contests. Prol.
Holden had seen the show held in Chlengo one year and that little
attention was paid té it there. In the city where there are a scors
of big publlc shows each year, from automobiles to flowers, and
from live stock to jewelry, a corn show seemed to attract little atten-
tion. It was attended—as a curlous and novel show, but was not
taken gerfously. Prof. Holden wanted to see It taken seriously and
he knew the people about Omaha—In the very center of the corn,
wheat, hay, grass and oats country of America—would take the
corn exposition serlously, appreciate it, support it and profit by It

Holden Locates the Show

With this in mind, Prof, Holden, as a vice president of the
National Corn Growers' associntion, threw the weight of his influence
and secured that of others to hold the show In Omaba this year—
and every yvear hereafter,

While the exposition to be given In Omaha In December is
ealled a *“corn’” show, it 8 In reality a graln and grass show, all
classes and all kinds belng Included In the exhibits, form wild hay
of the western prairies to alfalfs, which now flourishes on the great
plains long ago tired of producing sage brush. But that “corn,”
majestic, fruitful and wonderous plant, will be the chief exhibit and
remain king there is no doubt. It will be geen In all its many forms
and in endledgs variely of types. Almost 160 different products of
the corn plant will be seen in the different exhibita, from confee-
tlonary to “rubber’ buttons, from starch to whisky, and from break-
fast food to medicine.

Stretching In a string three and a half miles long around the
big Omaha Audlitorium the ears of corn exhibited will be shown.
These will be ears of almost perfect corn, corresponding to the prize
stock at a lve stock show, and demonstrating that the American
farmer I8 no longer contented with “serub'” grain any more than
with *scrub* stock.

A few years ago "‘scrub" live stock was more commonly found
on the farma than today. The county, distriet and state falrs have
been Important factors in creating the Interest In live stock Im-
provement. Remarkable progress has been made. Today very few
stock growers are willing to take chunces on “scrub’ live stock
bringing a price with a profit when sold on the great markets of the
country in competition with the finely bred and well finlshed stock,
Cheap grizing lands and cheap feed are admitted to be things of the
past. Higher pricad land and higher priced feed make it Imperative
that Intelligent, systematic care be given to the herds In order that
they will yield a profit when selling time comes.

States Are Waking Up

These very ¢arnest men who are back of the corn exposition
“movement claim the same thing applies to grain In many ways, The
grain producing etates have just awakened to the necessity of in-
oreasing the yleld and Improving the quality of grains and grasses.
It is not enough Lhat we should have a few plant breeders who are
glving their time to the matter, they argue, but every graln grower
must apply himself and ald In bringing about conditions that will
give a better quality to grain, grain that will “top the market” and
e¢qual the finish of American live stock and the perfection of Ameri-
can mechanical arts.

The experts declare the smut in wheat and oats is responsible
for an annual loss ranging from 8 to 12 per cent of the crop In many

J. WILKES JONES,

communities and they have confidence that they will find a rust
registing smali grain.

OUné¢ of the objects of the corn exposition Is to show those inter-
ested In sgriculture how Lo check the tremendous leak, the loss to
A country which uneeds so mwuch grain at lome and whose surplus is
neeced to feed o bhungry world,

In the show at Omaha there will be many original idess and It
wlll be unlike any sbhow ever held in the world, Special attentlion
Is being paid to wheat, and Manager J. Wilkes Joues originated the
“milling test” for this grain, Instead of simply glving the wheat

the teats which grain exchauges In the primary markets of the world
give wheat the Natloonal Corn exposition has arranged Lo take
salmples of wheat apd mill It, grinding the samples lnto flour and
from this flour bread and other bakery products will be made. The

proof of the wheat I8 lu the baking, seccording Lo Manuger Jones,
snd whilé some are disposed to “knock' certain varieties of wheat,

the corn exposition mapnagewent expects to be able to show that
some of these varletles which yrain® buyers sand millers buy at a
discount make just as good bread as any wheal in the world, When
an exhibltor has seen bils grufu milled and baked he will have a way
of knowing whethér he deserver & prewlum or not, a5 he can eat
his own bread while in Onala if he chooses.

For prizes st the corn ghow n st aeyregating $60,000 has been
compiled. which eounslstg of codh pod valuable merchandise and farm
machkinery. The hiyhcot prize te be won §s probably the champlon
sweepitukes on corn. The tep-car sample of corn which wins this
place at the Lig corn exposition will take $1,000 fu gold, the Mexican
trophy worth §1.600 apd some 2400 or #5000 lu clugs premiuma,
This means some grower will get hetwesn *250 and %300 per ear
for ten ears of corn, The entire =t s {Iberal and sccording to vice
presldents of the Natlonal Corn Growery' associnilon the most com-
prebensive premiom Mgt ever jublizhed,

The bulldings will consist ln the maln exposiilon bullding,
wheh will be the Omaha Aud.torfum; the alfelfa palace, now In
course of copstruction: an Industrial bullding, snd a8 blgaudience
room, where band concerts and lectures will be given. The outlay

for the blg show will be something more than & quarter of s milllon
dollars,




