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IMEBRLEY — (Hpecial Corres
spondance of Tha Dee.)-Eleven
thousand acres of diamonds!

Hundreds of flelds of Dblus

clay sprinkled with Jewals!

A mighty farm whers the
lie out under (he sun and Lhe
dlamondiferous earih s worked with steam
harrows!

These are soma of the things you may
mee any day here at Kimberley Lnat
year the crop from thisn vast diamond
farm amounted to 38,000 000, {3 wna
equal to more than NGO for every
working day the whole year through, It
was mora than 370 for every minute, or
mols than 31 for evey tick of tha watoh
though all the minutes of all the hours
of all the days of that year

D s on

. _JG;..__
Minlug the BDlus.
All the sull of this mighty farm has
heen taken out of the diamond plpes,

which 1 have described In a previous st
Lel Thare are five plpus nt Kim-
beriey, and each pudding of
this blue clay, sprinkled with white curs
rants of dismonds. The pipes range from
B00 feot to mevera! thmes that in diames
ter. ‘Two of them, the Kimberley and the
De Boets, hive already excavaled
to a depth of more than feot, and
the three others, the Wosselton, the Bul-
fonteln and Dutoltspan, are now being
mined at B0O or more feet from the sur-
foaece. In avery plpe the blus rock has been
found continuous, and everywhers it Is
pépperad with diamonds, How far down
the deposits go no one knows, In the Kim-
berley they have been probed to & depth
of more than a half mile, 80 that Jt Is no

wuch

containg n

been

2000

exagEerition o say that there are hun-
dreds of niilions of dollara’ worth of. dia-
monds In alght,

AN 10 the origin of the gems, they are
mupposed to be voleante, and Mr. Gardiner
Wihllams, who managed the mines for
twlanty years, belleves thal Lbey were
ahotl up by mud voleanoon There In no
doubt but that the pipes were formned by

some convulsion of nature and that It was
st aboul the same time that the jewels ap-
pedrod
Tihve mining, as I have described, consisia
of Blanting out and ralFing Lo the surface
the blue ¢lay contalning the diamonds.
On the Diamond Floors,

I have spent a part of Lhis week in go-

ing with the diamond ore to the fleld or

fluora where It 18 loft Lo wenther, and In
following It to  Lhe washing machines
wheto the Jewals are flnnlly won As the

rock comes to the surface It bears no
sign of them, 1 have looked over seversl
thousands cars of Jt, butl hiuve nol seen a
single orililant Imbedded In the blue, and
I am tojld that the priceless stones
seldom  dlscovered, exeopt when
poma out In the washing,

This blue ground I8 as hard as rock. |
ean Just soratch It with my knife. It is
w0 hard thut you coitld drive a nall with a

they

chhunk of Iit, and it takes a hesvy ham-
mer to break 1. The ground Is carrled
from the mines to the flaors and spread

out there o w depih of one fool, all over
the surface. It lles out for dbout a vear,
belng plowed and harrowed from time to
time. If the weather s drey It la sprin-
kled, and a» a result It sp meits or poftens
that the dinmonds can be washed out of
It

Every one of these grost mines has (ta
own  flelds  for much rock-weathering.
There ctre at loast 5,00 acres in all. Of
these, In the nelghborhood of L0 acres
belong to each pipe. and all ars now
covered with thls rock, containing dia-
monuds, Thers are about 10,000,000 carloads
Iying tut undor the sun, and I um told
thiat there s something lke $35,000,000 wortl
of dlamonda Ih them.

S
Giunrding the Fields,

In looking over these one mseldom
sces diwmonds, but bLrllllants are
there and they must be carefully guarded
Think of $&5.6W0,00 belng scattered over
the sarih within casy reach of any town
of B0000 In Unlted Biates, and you
have the wsltuation at Kimberley, You
would lmagine that the flelds would be
ralded and the stufl earried off. It Is not.
The flelds are guarded day and night by
men who march around them with guns
In thelr hands, They have electric llights
which Kkeep them bright from sunsst to
sunrise, and they are surrounded by
hilgh fences of harbed the strands
being s¢ close gelber Lhal & man
not ermwl through, and =0 high
aannol caslly olimb over thom. Thoere are
twe of these fences around every fleld,
Thoy are about twenily or thirty feet apart,

fielids

the

the

wire,
van

that he

and the guards march between them. If a
thilel could orawl over the flrat fence he
would Le sure to be shot before he got (o
the gecondd, and a0 the dlumonds are com-

parkiively safe
- _'i"""
Washing Out Dinmonds,

This blue grounld gt O the Cielde
in afecl cars. Thoe.e ar & inlley ot rall-
road tracks, which run from the munes to
the floorw,

& b

and from Llheém to the orush-
Ing unid waslng machings, which handle
the carth, wlier its meitlng Over every
LBE Trdek Is 0 owtew]l cable, and the thou-
ganis of curs are moved by the steam on-
luvw of the five eontral plante
I saw the process of wasghing out dls-
monds at the Dev Beers mine. The rock

whs car.ied th re n dimanes of plght mies
by the cable, In reducing it, It was divided
into two cluses, one soft and ona hurd
The hard rock was that wolch had not
becn affe.led by the weuth r; and v had
10 e ¢ ushed W60 & powder lefore the dia-

teonds could be tuken out Thin was dane
In mighiy steel crushers which are #0 rads
Ltk toey wili gvind up the rock, and mt
tha sanie time

Aol Injure the silll harder
dlamondes wi hiln. Alter ¢1ush ng, the
COArser pleces wre vrushed agunin, and at
the end I 4 all reduced to a it the n-
slatency of soft ground, made sv by the
wealher

Bothh the eof. ard the crushed ground
are then wasliod (0 get rid of tie waste,
ard, & a ie.ull it of every hundred
lcmds of thie mistur mes one  load of
graval, contuining the dlamonds,

Diamonds Saved by Grease,
It used 10 be hat wil the gravel ohtained
In this wWay was sorted ove: by men Both
Ratives and whiles were employed, but the

thantes for slosllug were grewt, and It
woa found thut many small stones ware
loat ind.ed wsom of the g-avel which
Wiaa sorted over In thut way years ago s
now being sorted sgain and at & ireat
pralit,

Toduy the dlamonds are saved by tables
covered with o grease jJust like Evtasn
The gravel ls run through what ls knowu
A4 & pulsator, conaisting of & series of lron
tables corrugated like & washboard. Those
tabiss e al a slight sagle, and the ma-
chinery she¥kcs thoam, 8¢ that they sre al-
ways moving as the gravel passes over
thetn, Tooy are covered wilh this grease
sad by shaking almost every sions st ons
thne or another pomes o contact with this
Brears

Now 1t v & curious thing that dlamonds
will stick ln this gromse, and that all the
other steoes will flow off without catohing
Evary few hours the tables are slnppoed
and the graases seraped off. 1t is found to
contaln ail the dlamonds and also small bits
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Are Plowed and Harrowed

HARROWING THE BLUH GROUND FOR DIAMONDS&

of iron pirites, garnets and pleces of metal
from the miners’ bhoots and the copper fuses
used In the blasting, It is now pul up In o

slon] bucket which s perforated with holes,
and this 18 sunk In Loiling water., An tlis
wutor touthes the grease It mells and
goes to the iop and may be poured off,
leaving only the strups of metal and the
diamonda, The dlamonds are plcked out
and cdlenned and sorted, after which they
are ready to be valued for the market
-l e
Soriing Diamonda.
I spent some tme watening the damond

sortera plek out the preclous stones
the grease was poured off. ach man had
on & table befors Nim w handful of die-
monds of ull shapes and siges, and he wos
pleking them up one by one with

after

v piir of

twoeners and dropping them Ilnto n tin cup,
which cost, | wventure, legs than B cenis
As 1 watehed ohe of these mon he Nfted up
a lietle white stone, msaving: ““This s
worth £, and then showed me another,
not much larger, worth doulle that sum
The masager afterward poured oul o pint

of diamonds on the table., showing ms
some that ware worth 260 a enral and others
cheaper. He ook up & lttle scoop shovel
and with It threw the dlamaonds buok
the cup, handling them a2 though
WErd  podis,

Later on T vialted the company’'s offlees
In Kimberley limelf, and was shown quiirls
of dinmonds from the wvarfous mines. The
saorters can tell by Itk shape and eolor
from just which pipe each dlamond conies,

into
they

and 1 was shown spocimens from overs
mine. T had In my hand a Uttle bundie
which contained about a pint of small
stones, the wvalue of which approximated
#£woNMe, and I was shown other bundles

containing brilllants ue LIE as the end of
my finger. Bome of these rugh stones
had smooth edges and they were almost
pebhles in shape. Mhers appeared ready
for sotting and some were broken and
chipped from other stones, Many of the
dlamonda contained flaws, but there were
many which were absolutely perfoct. The
dlamonds were of Alfferent colors Bome
were an yellow as topases, others a lght
blue tint nnd others pure white.
el p—

Baylng Diamonds,

All the diamonds of the Do
pany now g0 to the damond
Thisn I & sort of o trust which contracts
to take the whole profits of the mines up
to & certaln polnt for flve years at & time.
It agrees to take so many million dollars’
worth of diamonds every year at a fixed

Beors com-
svndlente,

and more If the demand justifies I
syndicate cannot take less than It
but it may buy more at the same
It the demand Inoreases. One provi-
thet the De Bears company shall
sell to no one else during the term of the
contrnel. This synfiicate I Independimt of
the Dve EBeors company, although many
men belonging to thel company are mem-
bers of the syndicate

On account of this arrmngement It in not
an vasy thing for a stranger to buy a dia-
mond In Kimberley, and anyons who might
purchase a rough stones of a native would
e In danger of prison. The Inws here
provide that he who buys dlamonds must
first take out a lloense and that all dia-
monds bought and sold must be shown
1o the government officiais in order Lhat
they may be valued for customs. In faoct,
every mean who takes s dlamond out of
Eouth Atrica must have a certificate show-
Ing where he got that dlamond and that
e e o right to It ' -

During my stay 1 have bought a rough
stone of & few carals at a cost of about
75 per earat, 1 have besn able to get it
through o specisl introduction to the offl-
of the dlamond syndleate, and it was
woald e #t about the same price that the
would haye ¢ost at wholosale In
Laondot 1 had to g0 to & half tomen dif-
officials to secure the papers show-
owned It, and I have pald the
necessary to enable, me L0
of Cape Colony.
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Thouwiana Negroe Miners,

1907

here

Ten
During the the miners of the
D¢ Doern kapt something
ke 20,000 negroes regularly employed gets
Ung out the blue and working the [loors
and washing moclhines. They had there,
all told, more than 2,00 whitos. On acoount
of the hard times In America, which has
norlously cut the demand for diamonds,
uloutl 10000 of the native miners have been
rocently dischurged, und also over 1000
whites There are still 1,00 native
miners at work, and this number will be in-
the market Improves. 1 have
had o good chunce to sen thoe miners dur-
ing my irips about Kimberley., They are
Kalfflrs coming from the varlious tribeg of
South Africa, the company prefering (o
have It many different lo-
(o posasible In orde t* prevent
strikes, The men work well and are more
efficient than the ordingry African labor.
Thoey wre blg fellows, strong and musgular,
In the mines they ara bare to the wnlst,

your

campuny

creancd as

men frony ns

Nies ns

although most of them wear Lrousars l.na
have ahoes to protect thelr feet from the
rocke. Each gang has » white overseer,
but the laws prevent any mistreatment of
the blacks and they have a right w lay
their complaints befors a ‘“protector of
Inbor" appointed by the government., The
natives are never hired for less than four
months, although the company I8 glad to
keep them as long as they will work.

Thoese 10,000 miners are practioally In
prison from the tline they begin thelr job
until the snd of It. They have to con-
truct that thoy will stay inside the com-
pounds of groat walled inclosures which
constitute the native quartars of sach mine,
and the company seos that they keep thin
part of their agreement. They do not
go outalde even when Lhey enter the mines,
for every compound has a tunnel from it
into the works, and they march down under
guards to where they dig and blust out
the blue clay far below the surface. Those
who wprk above ground are not allowed
to mix with the men who work under-
ground; mnd every effort Is mnde to pre-
vent themn stealing the dlamonds and smug-
gling them to thely fellows.

Take, for instance, the Dutoltspan ocom-
pound, which I wvisited recently, It ton-
talna aboul meven acres and looks for all
the world llke a great racing park walled
with stables. Right in the center of it Is
n piatform which might be compared to
the grand stand, and all around the walls
ars rooms about twenty feet wide and
thirty feet deep, which corresponds to the
stalle in which the race horsea are kept,
The grand stand is the publie bath, whera
the black boyr come, when frosh from tha
mines, and waah themsalves right out In
the open, They stand in the sunlight as
naked ns Adam before Eve gave him that
apple, and ths water sparkles like dla-
monds us it pours down In a shower over
them.

I took a loek at the rooms where the
men live, They are walled with bunks and
about thirty natives slesp In each room.
While at rest, or loaiing aboul In the
court, they take off thelr clothies and fre.
quently have nothing but blankels abinut
tham

Catehh Dinmond Thieves,
buy thelr own provisions aul

To
The men

do thelr own cooking. There are store-
houses insldoe the compound which furnish
grocerios, and butcher shops where meat
Is sold lowor than anywhere olse In South
Afriea. Connected with the bulldings are
the offices of the managers of the com-
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for Precious Stones

pound, a hospital for the sick and rooms
for the guards

The natives are carefully wntched to
prevent them stoaling the diamonds while
they are working. Thelr rooms in the com-
pound are bullt agulnst a wall, around
which are marching guards, with guna in
thelt hands. One hundred fest beyvond this
witll there fs a tight fence of gulvanized

iron about fourteen feet high, and out-
pide that are other guards, so that it Is
impossible to throw diamonds over the
fences to cotifederates outslde,

The grestest cure Is taken by the Dwe
leers company to prevent diamond smug-
gling. No man s allowed to leave the

mine untll several days after the comple-
tion of his contract During this time he
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DIAMOND WABHING MACHINDES

is stripped naked and put into a room so
warm that he will not eatoh ecold. He Is
kept thera for several days and watohed
ull the time. Every bit of his person Is
then gone over by the diamond detectives
to see that he has no preclous stonas con-
cenled anywhere In It.  His toes, oars,
teeth, gumsy and balr are examined, and
if he has any sores on his body they are
probed. While the examining goes on the
natives have mittens of scle leather upon
thelr hands, Thess are so stiff that they
could not plek up a diamond if ons lay on
the floor before them.

At the same time the miners are pald
for being honest. Every man recelvos §1.25
per carnt for the diamonds he discovers
and hands over to the overseor, The other
day a negro dug out & gem a8 bLig as a wal-
nut. It welghed more than 100 carats. and
he recelved o premium of §I60 for it

swillowed. About ten years REO one as
big as a chestnut was thus disposed of,
and the negro kept It for more than a
week., In 1886 about $,000 worth of stones
wern lost In & miner's stomach and after-
wards discovered, and the same practios
would go on today were It not for the lme-
prisonment in o naked state and the medi-
eal and dietary troatment which all must
go through before they wre allowed to de-
part. As to other smuggling methods,
goms have been found In boot heels, in
hollow canes, and in dinner palls with
false bottoms. The miners frequently make
gashos In thelr persons and try to oarry
away the brilllants under the skin. They
put them in thelr hollow tecth, under thair
toes and In every conceivable place. The
guard grows more rigld from year to year,
and the detectives have become so expert
that they know just exactly which places

It used to Le that many dianjonds wers to search. FRANK O, CARIPENTER.
—
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Quaint Features of Life
Sirang Up Twioe. rensonabile time,” says the complalnant,

7 can be safely sald that H,

Miles Moore in the oldest resi-

dent of Leuvenworth, relntes

the Leavenworth Times, Hae
war o member of the lownsile
company that came down the
river fram Weston, Mo, In 184, and staked
out the site for Leavenworith., Only two
members of the company mre living, and
the other, A. T. Kyle, Is no longer n resi-
dent, having returmed to Weston,

“It seems strange.” sald Mr. Moors, re-
miniscently, “that [ survived those ragged
days to enjoy the guletude of old nge when
my oAresr came 80 nedr belng nipped In
youth so often,

“Why, twice In the year 1858 I was strung
up by proslavery ruffinns and once thrown
into the Missourl river In the sume Year.
1 was cut down by friends wno found me
hanging by the neck unconsclous. Those
ruffians were terrifiod by my reappearance
to life""—here he chuckled ma In apprecia-
tlon of a good joke—"‘when I walked about
the streets the next day."”

sl
Trioks of Alabama “Wets."

The sale and distribution of
sandwich 1s the latest method
the lgquor luwe in the state of Alabomus,
Lonves of Wreal, cut aud arranged ke
oyster sandwiches, are sold aover the coun-
tern In lunch rooms presumably operated
for that very purpose, & bottle of whisky
baing cloeverly arranged betwesn the layers
of the bLread

It Is said

the whisky
of evading

that questionable lunch rooms

have sprung up all over the state In which
these contraband goods conelilule prac-
tieally the total bill of fare.

The discovery of the whiaky sandwich
was mnade by the warden at the Birming
ham jall, who took IL lnto his head to ex-
Amine an apparently inndeent ndwieh
which wus brought to the fafl for one of
the prisonsrs by a relative Upon opening
the loaf a bottle of whisky was disclosed
A rigid Investigation was Vit an foot,
which resulted In the dacover that the
whinky sandwich s already an Important
article of commercs iIn Alabhima

——
Stork Refuses (o Wall,

A novel suit has been miaried In New
York by the flling In the county gclerk's

aftice of the complaint In an uction brought

by Mre. Olgt Ebrenborg against the Posta
Telegraph Cable company to recover 1800
damuages for slleged negllgencs of Lhe m
pany In not dellvering o telegrnm sent b
her hushand, Asron Eisenbaerg, o the
family doctor felling him to coms e
By the sfork was oxp ed

Mre, Elasuberg says thaet at 116 o'glock

on the aftorncon of May 10, IS her hus
band acting for her, sont & telegram
the defendant’'s office at 107 East
Hundred and Twenty-fifth strest to
doctor at 331 East 8ixth street, telling him
to rome at onee

“The defendant falied to dellver It In

from
Cimes
Her

“and about § p. m., sald day, she gave
birth to a child without medical attend~
ance.*

Jumped Tn Canal from Moving En-
Eine.

Firteman John Mulroy of 331 Academy
streat, Tronton, N. J., leaped from his mov-
Ing engine into the waters of the Delaware
& Raritan canal as his passenger triin wis

coming from Bordertown, and saved the
Iife of an elghtesn-year-old liallan, who
could not make peopls understand his
nnime

The lad had fallen Into the canal, which
runs mlong side the rallroad track, and
was drowning with no one in alght, when
the train cama alongnide. Mulroy had
boen walching out aliead and when oppo-
slte where Lhe boy sank he dropped from
his engine into tha waler, rescuing the
boy, Fis engineer did not miss him untfl
he arrived In the station s half mile awuy.
He (bhen took the engine back looking for
Mulroy and found him Aripping wet walk-
fug to the termingl In company with the
lad ho had saved,

i i
Chased By a Meteor.

Mr. and Mra. Willlam Gaddis of Colume
bus, Ind, were pursued by & melsor, or
mome olher stray heavenly body while driv-
ing about five mlles east of that Lown.
They were traveling in the direction of
Cuolumbus, and bad remarked sbout Lhe
extreme darkness of the night, as they
ware scarcely able to see Lhelr horse, when
u sudden bright lght ahone on them wilh
wuch  brilllancy that they were blinded.
Bupposing that an oile WaS oome

ing from the rear, 'hey drove Lo one side
to awall Its paeelr tut asa no machine
enme, they turned ok for 1, and ware

martied to see & hall o fire which ssemed Lo

be aboul [lyve Teel in dinmetur colning to-
ward them

Acoordlng 1o 1t atory It was coming
horigantally and abost wix feet from the
ground, They watehed 11 for about fifteen
pocons, ns Wiy estimalod, when It ex-
ploded ke a Homau candls, and immed-
intely eversthing was as dark aa before.

L S
lMundshake Hreaks Arm.

As the reawt of & vigorous bhandshake,
Jus inh Eerger of Wilmington, Del. nged
g s at The Delowsre hospital suffering
frum & braken arm,

raer s w powdar worker for the Du
Poni Powder compeny, and lives st Heory
{ A Dhvw due ae hin et Faly ok
Dougherty, ® hot=] proprietor, and the
two “las~d T BT I arty ako um 1
Vs T firm lin Ll it for save

aral moniiom
A fow
pain hibm

# lster Besget's srm hegan o
He went tuo tie oanited Lo con
milt & physiclan and was ‘hubn told & bone
had been Inoken

Betger de larss he will be careful Bare-
after (o whom be exicuds his hadd =
Ereeting.




