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Actual Work of Preparing Floats for the Great Electric Street Pageant

BIDE from the Coronation batl, with
its attendant splendors, the elestri-
cal parade {8 the crowning glory of
of the Ak-Sar-Ben, The spectacu-
lar effect of these twenty allegori-

eal charlots I8 seen In its greatest beauty In
Omaha and s not surpassed by similar page-
autry ssywhere In this counlry, and scarcely
equalled In the old world. BSuch at least la
the verdlict of observant people who have seen
the best of these pageants, both at home and
abrond. To Omaha alone belongs the glory
of producing an electrical parade in the last
thirteen vears, that Is unequnled anywhere,
and which has never been duplicated elther
by the Mardl Gras, Velled Prophets, Prlests
tof Pallas or Fostival of Mountain and Plain,
even partially, though repeated efforts have
been made to do so, but lovariably with dis
couraging fallure, '

The bullding of these floats during the
summer season emplovs the active energles
of a score or more of men and boys, and
the entire work s performed in the Ak-Sar-
Ben den on North Twentieth stroet

The theme of the parade, which varies
every year, Is usually deelded upon by the
Board of Governors early In January or
Februnry, and then It devolves upon thnt
varsatile genlun, Gus Henge, to earry ont the
fdea in designing the floats. The prellminary
worlk 18 generally intrusted by Mr. Renze to
his three principal assistants, Lawrence Nebe,
carpenter; Thomas Bedford, papléermache
maker, and Charles Eaton, electrician,
Around thls quartet of artiste are grouped a
number of miscellaneous assistants, all of
whom have thelr special part to do, but al-
ways under the eyo of the principals of thess
several departments,

The plans once declded upon, foundations
for the floats are lald on speclally designed
wagons, which have flanged wheels that they
mny run eagily on the street car tracks. The
work of bullding the floats continues during
the entire Initintlon menson, which begins In
June, and s continned until the finishing
touches are glven the marvelous creations
but a day or two before they are exhibited to

the public in the great electrlcal parades. |

The materials entering into the makeup
of the floats, are lumber for the substantial
frame work, chlicken wire netting, muslin,
plaster of paris, paper and paplermache,
Every detall of the work is earrled out in the
Den, All of the figures are made thers, in-
cluding the papiermache statuary, animals,
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Group of the Men Who rBuild the Ak-Sar-Ben Floats

rled on at the Den there has never heen n
fire, and but one or two trifling accldents,
This is all the more remarkable becanuse of
the flimsy character of the materials used In
float bunilding, and the unavoidable acenmu-
lation of debris, of paper, shavings and cloth.
The bulldiog 18 equipped with abundant fire
hose, with fire plugs both Inslde and outside
the building, and the working crew is trained
In the handling of the hose ghould an emer-
gency arlse for [ts use,

The painting of the floats Ia carried on
durfog thelr bullding, as several coats of
paint are necessary to produce the best ef-
fects, The gold and allver foll and tinsel is
appllied by experta In that line, and the gold
and silver paper Is fixed to the floats with a
gpecially prepared paste, An enormous guan-
tity of this gaudy material Is used In the
float consgtruction and {8 necesaarily of all
colors and shades,

The electrical equipment for the light ef-
fects ig fixed In only after the floats have
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COMING WITH THE FATTED CALF TO WELCOME THE PRODIGAL.

enforced agalost smoking about the bullding
gobline, drsgons and other decorative fea-
tures. These flgures are usually made early
in the season, molded and pressed, belng
placed In the position they are to occupy per-
manenty on the lost and are then let dry
thoroughly. It often occurs that the designs
are not completed unti] the middle of August
or the begluning of Beptember, as new sug-
gestions are constantly presenting themselves
which will produce better effects. After the
various flgures have become thoroughly dried
the bullding of the remainder of the float
about them begins, and then follows the
palnting.

Water colors only are used In the paint-
fng of the floats, In order to reduce the dan-
ger of fire to the minlmum. Rigld rules are
during the coustruction of the floats. Iun the
fourteen years that this work has beeg car-
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been nearly completed, and once the wiring
Is finlshed the plaster of paris additions neces-
gary to finish off the symmetry of the designs
are added.

The paper used in the construction 18 what
18 known as "express’ paper, because of Its
facility for absorbing moisture It Is aston-
ishing how strong and rigid these paper con-
structions become after they have dried com-
pletely. The foundations of the creations
must be stvong and rigid, and absolutely safe
in order that no mishap may [ollow to those
who will have to ride upon them. Here and
there iron rods are provided as grips for
those riding on the floats

In wiring the floats for the alectrical ef-
fecta through the incandescent lamps, as wall
a8 for supplying the curremt to the floats
from the trolley, every precaution is taken to
avold danger, The wires are perfectly in-

sulated and are repeatedly tested, and no
float is permitted to go out until its absolute
gafety Is assured. The number of incandes-
cent lamps used on the floats varies from 100
to several hundred, according to the design,
The globes are colored to correspond with
the place they are to oecupy. They are
grouped in sections so that the breaking of
the wire of one section will not Interfere with
the lllumination of the other sections.

The floats once completed are drawn out
of the bullding onto Twentleth strest by the
big teams that are to pull them along the
street car tracks, for {t should be borne in
mind that the motive power of the floats is
horsges, the trolley belng used only to convey
the electricity to the floats for the Hlumi-
nating effects, and are there tested again
for electrical safety, This once assured the

parade then becomes a thing of life, though
the floats are not always (lluminated fully
untili they reach the parade starting point at
Bixteenth and Cuming streets,

In the eary stages of the fJoat bullding
only about two men are employed on the
work and the force of helpers Is increased
as the necessity requires. It f8 an all sum-
mer's work, the greater work being done after
all the parts are assembled. The work Is
carried on with eeveral of the floats at once
in order that the materials may dry gradually
and thus expedite their eompletion,
put onto these beautiful creations, they are

With the immense amount of work that Is
designed to last but for one night, that of the
electrical parade, That belng over, the gorge-
ous charfots, which may be only slightly dam-
aged in their long tour of the streets, ad-

The Genius of Ak-Sar-Ben

» OUS RENZE AND THE GOAT.

mired by thousands and thousands
of poople, tliey are hauled back to
the big yard of the Dem and left
there untll after the Coronation
ball, when they are hauled Into the
Den agaln, and during the winter
are dlsmantled and taken down.
This work of dismantling is usually
the winter's work of the janitor of
the bullding, Very Hitle of the ma-
terial I8 used in the floats for the
succecding year, unlesa it be n few
of the figures that ean be utllized
fn the new float decorations. But
even in that event they are re-
painted and reornamented so that
they would not be recognlzed as
beving ever been in use before,
Other citles have often made
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propositions for the loan or pur-
chase of the Ak-Sar-Ben floats for
spectacular parades. These propo-
gitlons have been invariably turned
down, for the reason that the floats
are too bulky for transporatiou.

In brief, the Ak-Sar-Ben parades
can only be seen in Quivera’s realm.
Its beauty 8 peculiar and exclusive
to Omaba. The foat charlots are
made for Samson and his subjeots
exclusively. To ses them in thelr
glorious beauty one must como to
Omaha,

The parade this year, the four-
teenth of the series, Is going to be
the most beautiful of all, and that
{s paying much In view of the
ecstatic admiration that has been
glven it thirteen predecessors.
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