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Omaha Young Men’s Christian Assoc1at10n and the Work It is Doing’
*)

ROANIZATION and organised
offort are found In every part
of the eomplex e of twentislh
cantury America but thers are
few organizatiens Lhal ook
after the yuleal, mental and

moral welfare of thetn membern, keep thetn

In employmont and wttand to Lhe develop-

maéhtl of thelr ehildrnn, Ye! there are lnstl-

tutlona that sueceed In doing all this, snd

Omaha posscases sueh a one. It I8 the

Young Men s Christian assoolation.

With & magnificent home buliding at
Seventernihh and Harpey streets and =
foree of about fiftesn secreiarien, the
Omaha vasociatlon malniaine physical, ed-
ueational, religlous, employment and boys'
dopartments, not only for the benefit of Its
members, bul for the city at largs. And
the CGates (Miy 8 not snapprecintive of this
graat work, for the cost of the new K000
bullding, grounds and equipment, which
have been (n vse since the spring of 1907,
was largely subscribed by Omaha residants,
regardions of thelr creed and connection
with the amsociation. ‘I'he home of this in-
stiitution, which, though broad-minded and
whsecinrian, & fundomentaily religious, ia
visited dJdally by many peopls (rom other
citien and siates. who are invariably sur-
prised at the extent and scope of the work
done. There are reading and game rooms,
two gymoasiume, a swimming pool and
bath ronms, a pool and billiard room, & enfe
and lunch rooms, Lthe latier known ae Lhe
“Spa." leoture, club, stody, recitation and
office rooms, and 108 dormitory roomae.

General Becretary B. €. Wade, who s In
general charge of the association work,
save that with the five new mgn who have
jolned the secretarial foree within the last
three months the ranks of the hired work-
ora I stronger dJduring ths coming
season than aver before.

T

will

-
Loeal Work Has Grown.
YA yeur's experience lins demonstrated
that work In the new bullding la to be ap-

proximately threefold larger than In the

old, ays Mr. Wafdls. "In a general way
this will hald (rue an to properiy cosl, num-
pber of members, dally attendunce at the

bulld'ng, amount of current expenses, ote,
Itesults in some departmoents are already
beyond threefold, while others have nol
yor acquired momentum. While the general
work and amount of current exponses will
e thres times as mroat, the amount nedes.
sary to be ralsed by subscription will not
be seriously larger than before.

For s support the assoclation depends
upon membership feeq, dormitory, locker
mnd other rents, educational fees and sub-
soriptions. It hias been stated that the
Average member pays about B per cent of
the aciual cost of his membership, 1Lhe
balands being covered by subscriptions
mada By citizens and bhuoslhess men and by
other In¢omea to the association. During
the yenr ending April 30, 194 the general
expeners of the Omaha associatlon wern
about J48.00n, mo It is evident that a great
work munt be done In the community

Approximately 2,80 meon and boys belong
ta the association In this city, the boys'
momberalilp of over 0 making this the
largesl junlor department In the country
And yit among the 2,000 senlor members
of this ecssentinlly religious Institution at
least one-half are not members of & church,
and tie church members comprise Protest.
ants, (athalles, Jews and followers of
other bollefs. All of which Indleates thal,
while on aggressive religious palicy is pur-
sued, no ettempt is made to force the

.

Christlan falth upon any ona
Billiards and pool car be played at tha
mamcctation bullding by membets and thelir

friends without
amenl

the Atsagreeabla [eatures
tered ot the reguiar pool reoms of
the clty. Two billiard and four peol tables
are ot up In a largr room (A the basement
and these Are Rent busy Auring the part
of the day when the men are not working.

Members of Lhe boys' departmen! are not
allowed o play ond no smoking 0 pers’
mitted. In fact. all the virtues of thees

two games of skill are preservad and thay
are played in the midst of clean surroinds
ngas.

Wade and Mis Staff,

All mattern of business and management
cannected with the association and its work
are controlled By A board of directors,
which ls made up of representative men of
the community, In direct oversight of the
work In the geperal secretary, B. C. Wads,
who has boen In Omaba with the assochkas
tion since 1904, He Is & native of Wisconsin,
a printer by trade, and will complste his
twenty-first year of service In assoclation
wotk thia fall. In  dlrect charge of the
affles is R O Babeock, the business secre-
tary. who has untll! recently been an em-
ployes of the Nebraska Talephone company
in Ita business and other offices for ten
yedrs and has had ample tralning for his
profent position. The religious department
i In charga of I. T. Crossman, who ar
rived in Omaha about two woeks ago to
takes liln naw position. Several yeurs of
general and special training have heea
spent by him In preparation for association
religious work

“Although no new features have been
devised for the coming year, the umal work
will bes followed up with special vigor™
sald Mr. Crossman, "and the regular Hible
classes, Sunday afternoon meetings and
other features will be in operation.'”

-
Religion Sane and Wholesome,

The religtous branch of the work la sane
and wholepome, and ls corducted so as to
attrct men to the highest standard of
Christian manhood. Practical rellgion ‘s
always in evidence, and where the church
and Bunday school full to Interest the young
man, the assoclation steps In and bridges
over tha difficulty by getting him actively
engnged In doing things.

A supper merved at actual cost to the
Bible students is a weekly feature, the
many classea adjourning to small rooms
in the association bullding for the study of
thelr various subjects after the tmeal s com-
pleted. This I» one of the most popular
phases of the acotivity of the association,
upwards of 10 men sometimes attending.
Among the boys the attendance Is even
greater. ‘Tralnlog for BHible and Bunday
school class teachers I8 given It a teach-
ers’ tralning class which s Intended to
co-oparate with the churohes. This is a
characteristic of ihe association’s work, tha
church, school and home always being con-
sidered 1n Ha efforta

For the non-churchman the Sunday after-
neon meetlng s especially Intended, al-
though many of the most regular attendantis
are church membors. Only the best speak-
ors are sscured, there is usually special
musie, and following the moeting a *fel-
lowship luncheon™ fa served In tha' lunch
room of the bullding, where new men and
old meet and get acqualnted. This has
bean characteriged as the brightest spot In
the assoclation’'s work. In addition to the
Bible classes in the buliding, several are

Btanding—J. €. Pentland, Physical

situl
conducted In mills and offices under the
directlon of the mligious work dirsotor.

At prosent there are three such classea,
and a number of new ones are planned for
the coming fall and winter,

Though the workers of the assoclation are
busy emough at home, they do not fogrot
the activities In forelgn countries, and over
$400 was pald toward the support of W. W,
Lockwood at Shanghal, China, during the
past yaar. Mr. Lockwood I8 In charge of
il the Young Men's Ohristlan association
work at that point, where a new §160.000
bullding was openad Inst November. Judge
Willlam H. Taft making the prirncipal ad-
dress as he did ot the opening of Lthe
Cmaha bullding.

Club Life of the Association.

The average Omaha youlh probably does
not know that in the educational depart-
ment of the Young Men's Christlan asso-
ciation he can joln practically any kind
of A claes or ¢lub that he desires. In aplte
of possible idens about mers arithmetie and
spelling classes, the department offers a
wide range of studies ay sbout the cost of
maintenance, and offers to orgmnise naw
clasges if Lhore are ten applicants. A var-
lety of clubs are also popular features,
emong them belng electrical, Uterary, de-
bating and reading clubs. New clubs are
organizgad es often as there ls & demand
for them.

J. W. Miller Is the educational secrelary
and has had thorough tralning for the
piace. Previous to coming to Omaha has
had charge of the office and enrollment
departments of the largest business college
iz the Pacific Northwest. Besldes the

loyment Secrelary:;

hmu. muutson-.l Blnowr.
YOUNG MEN'S

clagses and clubs, thers are lectures, en-
tentalnments and practical talks conductad.
This fall a sariea of three lectures will be
dellvered at the association bullding by Guy
Carlston Lee, Ph. D, LL O, Last wspring
banking. automatle talephony. electricity
and wireless tolagraphy were the subjects
of practical talks, and nine life work talks
on what It means to be & members of &
certain profesalon or vocation were dellv-
ered by prominent Omaha men.

To ald business men in searching help and
members and friends in securing an Im-
provement or change in thelr occupation,
the assoclation malntalns an employment
department In charge of W. E  Harper,
who has been in assoclation work since 1800
and in Omaha since 1808 Common Iador
positions are not handled, the department
confining its aotivities to (illing and finding
offlos and other positions. During the
twelve months endng April 30, 190K €46 ap-
plications for posltions and 340 applications
for men were received, snd W1 places were
tilled.

In the Gym.

To the mind of the average Indlvidual,
the gymnasium, swimming pool, and physi-
cal department is the oanly thing recailed
by a mention of the “"Young Men's Chris-
tian Assoclation,” yst It Is only one of flve
big departments. An idea of ths extent of
its work may be gottets from the facts that
there were 1,670 men and boys enrolled In
Eymnasium classes last year, and about
o0 swims and 5,00 baths were taken
during the year,

A prominent featlura
activity Is basket ball,

of the
and

winter
thirty-two

LT
B C Wads, Genaral Secretar
CHRISTIAN ABSOCIATION BEC

. Rellglous Work Director; R
E. F. Denlson, Horu
ETARJEB.

meatch games were played last peason,
There will be no state leagus of assoclation
teams durlng the comlng siason, according
10 present indicallons, as the minor teams
ecannot afford the expense,

Boveral expert swimming exhibitions,
athietlc contests and other public evenis
have given the publie an opportunity to
pee the blg gymnasium and other equip-
moent, and regular gymnasium eclasses have
bean conducted ever slnce the blg bullding
was opened a year ago last spring. Swim-
ming, boxing and wresuUing classea have
Also been a regular part of the physical
department’s work since the presant
quarters wers occupled. Nineteen years of
gervice In association work s the record of
Phyuical Director J. C. Pentland, who has
been with the Omaha associntion for six
yoars. He ls a carringe maker by trads,
and has made a number of handsome gama
tables and other furniture and egquipment
for the bullding.

.
“Home” Comiorts Enjoyed.

Ower 100 men are comfortably housed in the
dormitories on the fourth and fifth floors
of the association home at Seventeanth
and Harney streets. A very pleasant and
homellke room can bs rented for 8 a
month with heat, light and bath privileges,
while other rooms rent for as much as 27
a month and accommodste several mems
bérs, who are the only porsons allowed to
occupy the dormitories. The rooms are in
such great demand that there is always
A large list of men walting for them. In
addition to the domitories, a rooming and
boarding house register s kept for the
benefit of all young men, whether mem~

0. Babeock, Businoss m
Woﬂ Director,

bers or not, and no fees are charged. Com-
plets Information about only the beat
places to room and board Is avallable, so
that maoy & stranger Iin town has been
directed to a sultably home.

When the roomers at the bullding are
hungry. thay don't have to leave the as-
sociation home to get & bite to eat. A cafe
and “spa” or lunch room are malatained
In the bullding, and meals and [unches oan
be procured for from 6 to 35 cents. An ex-
perienced oateresas in in personal charge of
this department, and it s operated with
the Intentlon of paying expenses, but no
profits. Besides the regular dlning room,
which accommodates 100, thers are four
smaller private rooms, which are in great
domand for banquets, private dinners and
meetlings.

S
Share of the Boys.

And, of course, Lthe boys have thelr place
in the big
place It 18, too. There are sleven large
rooms on the second floor which the junlor
members have for their ewn exclusive
usp, and the gymnasiums and awimming
pool are open Lo them at stated times. The
memberahip ls one of the largest, If not the
largest, In the country, and Is mcilve and
enthustastic yunder tie leadership of B F.
Denison, tha boys work director, A
thorough bellever in boys, Mr. Denlson's
whole assoclation experience has been in
this branch of the work, and connected
with the Omaha boys since 106 He was
formarly at Ottawa, In., where as & part-
ing memento they gave him a beautiful
gold watlch chaln.

When the campalgn to liguidate ths In-
debledness on the new bullding was started

bullding, and a mighty fine '

sNoul & year ags, e boys Were among
the monrt willing workera, and they radlsed
almost MO0 by (hatr own «fforts, 40 of
them hustling for subscriptions.

The boys gymbasigm olassés, night
rohool, Bible classes and Sunday afternoon
meelingn, which are eonducted with the
co-operatioa of tha boye thamssives. ara
among the regular featuresa. Last scason
A strong baaket ball team, tha Kangurods,
pinyed fourtesn games and wen nina of
them. An annuml featurs with the boye I
the summer camp, when from twenty-five
to fifty get together with several secre-
tariea for & tan days’ ouling at a nearby
quist lake. The 1908 camp s now lo-
oated near Valley, Neb., where & good iake
promises plenty of fun under competent
lenders, and the last fow days of vacation
will be wall Invested,

Co-operation with the home and the pubs
fio school Is one of the chief alma of Lhy
department, and aside from the usual
Young Men's Christlan association secre.
tray and tent at the last high school cadel
encampmant, thia wms forosfully shown
during the iast year in the state boys' con-
ferenoce, a vumber of mothers’ conferences,
the grada eschool athletie meest and the
nature study eluhb

Thirty-four delegates from Omahs, Lin-
ooln, York, Hastings, Crets, Fremont, Ouv-
lumbus and other Nebraska towns attended
state boyw' convention, and the entire ex-
penss was borne by the Omaha lads The
mothers” conferences are sonducted by Sec-
retary Denison In an effort to bheing the
amsociatign and the home closar togothes
and to discover the needs of the bors

Sohool Beye Take Part,

Almost all of Omahba's publie gralls
schools were representsd in tha athletie
conlest hald Iast Juns In the sssociation's
gymoasium, and the school teschers falt
great bonefits in thelr work from ths
meet. The assoolation alse had reprosen-
tatives at several schools in the spring
and sarly summeor, teaching Lthe boys how
1o piay games during their receas perioda.

Porhaps the boys department's greatest
work this summer was the promotion of
tha PBchool Gardea <¢lub, which wie
organized Inst spring with 000 sochoo! boys
a8 members. A member of the seoretarial
fores who ls an expert garflener has been
busly engaged all summer in teaching the
lads how to grow things. And the polley
of ths assoolsation In lts general work |s
forcefully shown In this club, for among
the &8 members, who had gardens and re-
ceived frea Instruction by the sasociation's
representative, only & very fow wers mem-
bers of the amsociation, the remalndar belog
outsiders, many of them poor, In whom an
equal Interest Is taken with the moem-
bers.

The school boys are not the only ones
who benefit by the association's open
policy. The paper carriers also get thelr
share, for about thirty-five of them who
llve at & distance from the newspaper of-
floes are allowed to sleep In the boys' de-
partment rooms on Saturday nighis, 83
they will not have to walk to the offfces.
The cots that are used wers donated for
the purpose by The Bee and the World-
Herald.

And in other ways, both great and small,
which the publio is enly just waking up to,
the Young Men's Christian association s
putting its impress upon the community,
and It Is a notable fact that much s dons
for nonmembers as well as members in an
effort to make & greater and a better
Omaha.

What the Musical Critics of The Bee and the Sun Hear in Europe

UNICH., Aug., 11L—In my last
letter to The BHee I made nome
gcomment on the Royal Opera
at Covent Garden, London, and
intimated that more would fol-
low,

We had the unususl pleasure of hearing
& distinpulshed amateur, a socletly womuan,
make her debut n “Faust.” Bhe used the
stage name of Mme. Edvina, but her real
name is the Hon, Mra, Cecll Edwards, a
pimter of Lord Kensington. She sang with
a lot of style, which she doubtliess received
from her teacher, Mr. Jean de Reszke.
Her woloe was very satisfactory and her
ancling was far from uninteresting. The
Mephistopheles music was sung by Mr.
Nivette at wvery short notlce and sung
dovillshly well, actually and figuratively.
He was a very appropriate and orthodox
peasentment of the person of "“his satanle
lowness,” judging from the slight scquaint-
ance we have with the gentleman In ques-
oy Mr. Marcoux was the basso an-
nounced for the part and he Is a great
favorite, - We had an opportunity of hear-
ing him on & later date, of which we were
very glad. Of the artist Bammarco I had
heard a great deal, and I expecied a great
dea). Nor was 1 in the slighteat degree
disappointed, Beldem have I heard such
lowely high rich baritone sounds, full-orbed
and glowing. His work marks him asn in-
talligent and upright singer.

In ths name-part wa had tha delightful
Boncl. There Is not the ripe, red luscious
highness or the purple-goldan ray of mel-

lowness in the wvolce of Bonel, but it is
an ideal temnor wolco of that slivery,
“plercing-eweel” gquality (as Mra. Brown-

ing would call i) which s delightful when
haard alone, and which through an snsem-
bie like & sllver waterfall through moun-
tain moenery, or llke & corystal stream
through willow bordered meadows.  Art
ptrikes the note when Honcl sings. He s
singing—not for you, mot for royalty, not
tor the gallery—but he i wsinging to ll-
juminate, to wnfold, to vitalize his part
He is actunlly the charmcter he plays. 1
was =imply delighted at his ioterprete-
tlon of the characteristics of this well
known part. When he opensd the firat act,
1 thought 1 should be dlnappointed, for the
wolce sounded a trifie querulous, almost
spproaching thinness, but thoroughly in
keeping with the old man who found noth-
tng in Lfe after all his study. When Boncl
emerged as the young Paust, leaving be-
hind him the wvesture and garb of the old
dootor, he left behind also tha volce effect
and henceforth his singing glowed und
glsamad, and In the oelebrated “Salve
Dimera” fervently wished that the musioal
world might just once listen to that gem of
art, and thén methought that only the faw
would see It anyhow. You see Bonel does
not prepare the people, by much pantomimie
suggestion, for the fact that he ls golng
to ming a bhigh C, No, he merely happens
to have a “C" Incidental to his aria, and
he sings it and leaves li when he has sung
it and goes on, and you sre Wonl to take
the dariiug Utts mastersinger In your arms
and hug him for his love of art

No, Bonel could mever hold a high mnote
ageinst a stop-watch, striding down to the
footlights mesnwhile, with eyes rivetzd on
the nolsy gallery. Never! Because Boncl
is a patriclan among singers. His art s
artiatic, Oh, why won't studenls and pro-
fesaionals take Instruction from such ana
artist. Bwery time he sings he 13 giving
the choirist instruction. Tmitate his siyle,
his smoothness, his leguto, his nuances, his
diminuends, Now I can hear some peoplo
say, "Oh, yes! If T only could study with
him what joy!™ Bosh! You wouldn't learn
& thing Because. you can't be a fine
cabinetmaker uatii you have first learmed
oarpentry. Learn (o “saw' straight, learn
to “plane” right and then we sball ses
Now here, T will give away a great lesson
froe 10 every slnger and would-be pinges
and studest of singing in Ouoahe. 1 say

its a groat lesson because It is a lesson that
haa been handed down for 400 years. Boncl
knows it Listen: Perhaps you can't sing
Ilke Bonel. You would like to, Well, get
ready. You can lsarn & big part of the
lesson in Omaha. Don't try to see how
high and loud you oan sing every time you
praciice. Sing your scale slowly and work
for great smoothness. Work dilgently to
gilde mently from one tone imto the next
without the slightest suspieion of “‘slur”
on the ens hand or "jar'' on the other,
Dig sarnestly untll people wonder at your
“diminusndo” or power of diminishing a
tone. look La & mirror and see that you
are not singing as though you had the lock-
faw, nor yet, as though you were chawing
gum. Be honsst with yourself, There are
other lessons, but that is enough, If you
work i, to keep you fully occupled for
awhile, and you can do this in Omaha just
as you could abroad.

S0 much for Boncl, and his art, and
the Inspiration he imparts to one who goos
to Jearn In a quiet sober studiou: manner,
not with hysterla of ecstasy, but with
seriousyess of mind.

It was a new "Faust that we saw that
evening. The production was so great that
the opera (of which I was almost tired
before) was glotified and exalted,

The old “Barblere d! Bivigiia" waa
another rejuvenated delight. It was given
in London just ninety years sgo (and then
It 'was J years old) and it was “as freah as
a 3year-old!” 1 told you of Tetrazzink
Bammarco was the “Plgare” and & Jolly
good one he wus Indeed, I have spoken
above of his singing. 1In the part of Basilis
we heard Marcoux, (already alluded to)
and %Lis voles (e the most wonderful thing
in Its way that I bhave ever heard. It
would be porhaps strangs to speak of an
fdeal base, but he o most emphatically a
real one Some Dbasses have 0 much
baritond quality that at times you know
not in an ensemble which volce is bass and
wiilch ls baritone, 1If five or six barilones
were singing you would still hoar the buss
of Marcoux. It ts not! Hke An organ pedal:
it e like & powerful ringing metallle string,

If that means anything to you. 1 learned
pomething about the basa volce whils
latening to Marvoux. It s deep, decp, SO
decp, but never wide or spread In.
tellectunl depth but not unmnotionsl, In
the part of Bartol we had that splendid
artist, Mona GHlibert (pronounced 0N
thing like Jhee-lre-berr, not Gllbert, as 1
have beard it spoken in Omahan) You
have heard thia man i copcert at the
Anditorium, but never have you roally

beard him untid you have sat listening to
him In opera. He s & spiendtld singer and
a masterful actor. Think of that cast!
Tetrazzing, Marooux, Glllbert, Bonel,
Bammuareo, all In work, while Zusehd
and Navarrinl were nol by any mieans un
equal.

In Puccini's beautiful “La Tosca." based
on the ftamous Sardou play. Mlls Cavalieri
bad the uitle role. This woman has been
Jeered ut somewhat In Neow York, but
i1 am not entirely mistaken In my Julg-
ment. she has some great succoss before
her. Bbe Is tall and thin and her facial
movemenis when she singe sre freguentiy
cxaggvrated, but while It may be (rue as
sone London critics say, that there is only
ons who ever could sing that part, and abe,
Ternins, there i neveortheless no possible
dentul of the faet that Cavallierl crested
& very posilive ssasation the night we
hourd her. Bhe acts on the stage as though
she had never lived or maved of had Ler
being anywhete elte. [ say Lhis after
much dellberation. Pat her pame Jdown,
you will refer to It luter, unless, as before
statod I am utterly misgulded. The trylng
role of Buron Bcarpla was dune to the fife
by Bignos Bcotll Hita you aise have
heard ln Owmabo, In “Pegllacel, ' 1 Lelleve

one

with Geraldine Farrar as “Nedda” Hin
singing was, of course, most admirable and
his acting would have satisfled the most
unmusical dramatic oritic. I have nelther
time nor space to mention every good deed
in these operas nor every good doer. 1 ean
only pick out the torchilghts, and I must
mention Garlln, who in “Tosca™ and In
“"Madame Butterfly"” (Pinkerton) achleved
Ereat success. This artist was entirely an
unexpected pleasuras to me. His voice Is
& noble, luxuriant tenor and his singing
together wilh his wvoleoe thrilled me with
enthusiasam. Never shall 1 forget his aing-
ing nor that of Scandiani (Sharpiess,

United States consull, In the first act of
“Madame Butterfly.” Those twa glorious
valces soared over the tumultuous

orchestral waves, like huge eaglea over an
Atlantie storm. It was worth coming from
Omaha to London to hear. Another lovely
singer was Madume Lo Jeune in that
tenderest of tender parts, Suzukl, Madame
Butterfly's falthful servant. Oh, Busuki,
how you made our eyes weep, and made
our heurts ache sore unto breaking for
you “Poor Modams Butterfly!" For the
fifth time I have heard this tragic story in
music, and I want 1o hear It at least a
hundred times mora, even if I should be
carried out sobbing;: and I shall always
want to hear Madame Le Jeune as Suaukl

In the part of Cho-Cho-8an, _ the
“darling little chiid-wifs" of “that devil
of & FPinkerton,” we had the never-to-be-
forgotten privilege of hearing Mlle. Emmy
Destinn, When In Berlin last summer,
everyone sald ‘'you must hear Destinn; she
s the groatest of all the singers” We
could not hear her then as the season was
yet young when we left, but although It
was told us hy a Lendon manager that
she had closed her london scason we saw
afterwards an announcement that she
would sing four days later. Of course, we
stayed spoclally for that. And how glad
we were that we had done mo. Destinn
stands on the mountaln of art. looking
stralght at the sun. Bhe ls & great singer;
she is a great arilst; but through all she
is A great womanly, loving, Hving creator,
Hor einging is so wondarful that she soems
to sing because she cannot express just
what ahe wants to otherwise. Her manner
Is 80 direct that it

peets as though she
were asking you all the time, “ia It not
0™ Talk about couvineing! 1 canpot

describe this gloripus woman's satisfying
work. I can only sit down under & linden
tree and lot the memory of it come stream-
ing througsh my thoughts llke warm sun
shine, through the branches. We have now
heard three Musart operns hero in Munich
and ! will make spacial mention of them
next week, THOMAS J. KELLY

IN THE TWILIGHT OF WAGNER

Bayreuth and ithe Festapiel Gloom of
Soum,

BATREUTH., Aug. 2 —Few Americans
vialt the sacred Fostaplelhaus at Bayreuth
in these dass. In two audiences of about
1.0 persans each The Beo's carrespondent

estimated that there wers not over M0
fpeakers of the English tongue, and of
these o goodly percentage surely halled

from Great Britaln. Pussing through the
crowds In the entractes one could hear
oocvasionally a few words of English, and
none of elther French or Itallun. Al least
& dosen of the Americans presenl were
residonts of Paria, where Vea Dyck and
Grandjean were singing In “Lohengrin®
and “Tristan and Isolde.” A dosen maore
were professlonsl singers who were study-
Ing Wagner paris with Reuyss-Belee or
elinging hopetully to the suburbs of Wahn-
fried In the hopa of receiving a swunmons
before the throne Bul s Cosima Wagner
lay 't the doors of e villa were senied
whils Flrgirisd and Kon bravely bore the

honors
BOCTIRS,

Wagner's dream of creating a natlonal
Germun drama for the German people has
been realized at last at Bayreuth. The
audlences have become almost exclusively
German, and chiefly Bavarian German at

of the house amid the festival

that., Berlin smiles In a superlor way at
Bayreuth performances. Vienna, In spile
of her rage at Fellx Welngartner for dar-
Ing to make cuts In the mighty scores,
continues to belleve in itself. Dresden
is satisfled with the graphic conducting
of Schuch, and Munich, though it senda

& few hearers to Bayreuth, keeps falth

with Mottl, Fuchs and its own Prinz
Regenten theater,

It I« by no means remarkable that
Americans have dropped Bayreuth [rom
thelr conniderstion. Of certein character-
Istica In ths performances which huve

helped the development of present condl-
tions something sball be sald later, The
town Itself and lis enterprising, high
minded citigens are not & littls to blame.
They have not treated Amerionn visitors
with overpowering cordinlity and they are
recelving them now not only with coldness
but positive Intolerance. This attitude, et
It be understood, existe opeunly in official
cireles. Americans are not needed here any
more. Bayreulth has an Immenss German
cilentele. The scats are all sold xix or
elght months before the festival bogins,
and those who attend the performancoes
come not as disinterested spectators, but
ax devolers, (n mMADY Cuses even s
fanatics, Let the Americans stoy at home,
What do they, who place Joan de Rezzke
above Von Bary or Burrian, know about
Wagner?

It may be that mome
contempiating a visit 10 Rayreuth, where
the body and, alas! also the splrlt of &
Titan of music sieep in solemn silence
Those Americans ought 10 know some
things .and here they are. Upnless one hoas
peraonal acqualntance with some one living

Americans are still

In Bayreuth and can maks his arrange-
menis through that channel he must en-
Knge his roams months In advance and
only through the Wohnungs Comite, or

redidence committee, which munages all
the available apartiments in hotels as well
s private Louses,

This committee furnishes the applicant
with a printed form ashing whether hatsl
or privats house s preferred and stating
the botlom and top prices for each. When
this forma has been filled out and sent to
Bayreuth the applicant recelves another
form teiling him that a room &t such a
place has been allotted to bim st the price
named.

The mocommodations are seldom thor-
oughly goosd, and most of them are down-
right bad. Furthermore, paying the Ligh
eat price does not save ope, He may find

himself allotted te & closet up four fights
of stalrs In & nolsome Mat or in a Calrly

gu0od chamber in a private house. If Le ia

dissalisfied and goea to the offloe of the
Wohnungs Comit he I curtly Infarmed
that he had made a contract and will have
to keep I 1f he wishea to change his
pince of abode he wiust pay for the one he
Eivens up.

Food In Bayreuth Is poor. The restau.
rants—~which may be many blecks [rom
your allotted abode—ara of the type on
finds in remote German villages The

prices are not high, but ones would willlngtly
pay more (o getl somelhing appellzing and
to sat In a pleasant plave. The boor s of

moat distinguished character No other
beer could or would have 1. And the out-
ward aapect of the towm Itaelf la one of

combined anliquily, sloth and negligence
There was & time when Americans were
willing to endure all this because they be-
lived that in Bayreuth they would hear
Wagner reverently, beactiifully and trut)
fully interpieled, v that time bhas past

L=t us consider for a moment the perform-
ances of “Parsifal” and “'Lohengrin’ of
August 4 and 5. The Parsifal was Burrian,
who was as Interesting as & wooden Indlan,
Bdyth Walker as Kundry farced out plercs
ing high notes and acted ke a Woman
scorned oeven befors the stainless knight re-
Jected her,

The American was Clarence Whitehill,

formerly of Mr. Bavidge' forces, a re-
spectinble, honest performer without dis-
tinotinn The Klingeor, Herger, WA o
medlocrity. All the small plrts except the

first and second flower girls (Frieda Hem-
pel and DBella Alten) were o much W
hunds that at the Meatraopaolitan, Carl Braun
gang Titurel with a noble tone, and there
was one superh Interpretation, that of
CQurnemans by Dr. Felix von Kraus. Here
indeed s an 1denl Wagterlan interpreter,
A singer of glorious art Witk a sonorous
and plinble bass volee of beautiful quality
and a mastery of emlssion, phuase and
enunciation gulded by a and
poetie appreciation of Wagner's drama. It
Bayreuth could provide a of such
singers It would be beyond eriticiam, but
Dr. von Kraus was alone, and the super-
lority of hils art dld not seem (o ImMmprees
{tself upon the sudience

In “"Lohengrin®
worse, Mme, Fiol
R brilllant failure at
sang Eilsa. She has lmproved backward
with great rspidity. Dr. Von Bary. & fat
and plegmatle tenor with a good voloe
and & most deplorable lgnoranve of the
art of singing, was the Lohengrin. Max
Dawison of Hamburg, was a marvelloualy
bad Telramund Edyth Walker played
havoe with the musle of Ortrud, but Allen
Hinekley, a young American, sang the
King respectably, The hest singing was
that of Nicola Celse-Winkel of Hamburg,
as the Herasld. In so far ns the principals
wure ed the performance was below
the standard set In America by the Castle
Bguare Opura, company.

T

camplols

cast

the principals were syven
Iodel, who achleved

the Metropolitan,

s N 1=

eoncern

But now let us wes Che other mide of the
pleture,  “Parsital” was econducted by Dr,
Muck, lately conduector of the Boston Sym-
phony  orchestra, Hia direcidan of the
woirk was that of a master. The scenery
and mapaxement of the stagy and the
groupings of the people were gulte as good
as they were In New York, but not batier
The orchestra was exoallont, but not flaw-
jean. and the wall known effect of th
sunken and hooded oréhestra pit Lad s
usual value The srun, pleked fram the
best materinl of Berlin, Breslau, Dresden
and half & doxen other cities, sang magnifl
e=ntly, Buch accurals intonation, such
phrasing, such enunciation, are never houard
in New York

Blegfried Wamner conducted “‘Lohengrin™
In & #t3le best described as loose-jointed
There was pno firmoess in bls grip of his
forces, and precislon and unanimily wore
boith frequently absent fromm the perform-
ance But the staging of the opera, for
which Mr. Wasgner was chiefly responsibls,
was besubiful snd even inapiring The
scenvry was designed nol only with great
elagecralt but with = fina feelinrg for
pletorial art, and the rich and harmonious
enlur scheine of the costumes was sdmir-
abie

The arrangement of the action of the
many people on the slage was warthy of
the study of stage managers all over the
world. The mass eifocis were aplendid in
their composition, while the charac erizss-
tlon of the action of groups and cof iadl-
viduals was masierly., Every ane in the
chorus had something special to 4o, but
every Bem was perfecily fitted Into the
general scheme Omly with a very intellf.
gent chorus and many rehearsals oould

suth resylls be Teathed. They could never
be sitnined in the conditions surrcundings
& New York ssason.

The singing «f the chargs In “"Lohengrin®™
was even betler Lhan i was (o " Parsifal.”

All opera connolsscurs know the difficulty
of these choral passages. They wero sung
here without a flaw in the Intonation and
with exquisile phrasing, study and color,
Thene comments should serve to make
plain the nature of Heyreuth performances

of fodny., The spectacular festures of the
dramas, even those which may be called
musically spectacular—chorus and orches-

tra—recelve adequate trosatment, and these
featurea are potent in their influence upon

the Beyreauth publle

To the thoroughgolng Bayreuth Wag-
nerite 4 "performance of one of the great
muslc dramas " means bhbandiome SOy
and costumes, a splendid orchesican and
chorus, clear and even wiolent enuncia-
tion of the text by everyons on Lhe stage

and Intelligent actlon, No demand s mude
for an exposrition of the musical content of
the work except by chorus and orchesira,
B0 long ax the principals act and hammer
out the oullines of all the words in their
text they may sisg In harsh and dlgagree-

able tones and distort Wagner's wonderful
melodic phrases as they please. N6 one
cares. Amd yel these people belleve that

they are hearing all that the great genlus
left for them to hear.

In this extraordinary want of regard for
the vocal melody of Wagnor's works les
the protounced difference between the
American ard the German atiitudes Lo-
wiard thess great croationse. For whiatever
Berlin, Dresden, Frankfort or Munlch muy
about It,

say theglr opinion aboutl (the true
method of inmr;-x.-nng Wagner las bsen
formed under the influence of Dayreuth,

and the bellef of Bayrouth s the docirine
of Cosima Wagrer

New York and the rest of America have
a passionate love for the #oly music of
Wagmner, and that love grew out of an
Intimate acqualntance wilh this musie
made through the art of such singers as
LAl Lelimann, Helorleh Vogl, Emil Fla-
cher, Marianne Brandt, Jean de lenzke,
Nordica, Tornima, Van Rooy and othors,
whose names are fumillar 1o lovers nf the
music drama Hayreuth has never lheard,
and todey waoulidd not wieh to hear, such
performances of Tristan and Isolde" as
the Metropolitan opera house hius knowhd
On the other hand, New York has noever
heard sech orchesiral and choral art In
theose Aramas as Hayreuth, even I these
days of the decadence In Gormany of the
art of ringing siil! hears.

Here ot the fountaln head of Wagneriam

!t s an unalakable belief that America
knowa nothing of the true apirit of Wag-
ngrian Interprotatiora As 4 matter of fact,
which can be Inconlestibly proved from

Wagner's own
America, thal
orutor of the 1y
ainung true music
s waratilped,

willings, it s Bayreuth, not
misundersiands the regen-
drama. In New Yurk,
Richard Wagner

devatess Kieal be-

lovers,

Lere the

fore 1he wiur of Cosluia and Biegiried
Wagner What Wagner wrute about the
gorrect method of Interpreting his works
Ia forgotien and oaly what Cosima and

Bicgluvied say sboul It s cbssrved,

Bayreuthh makes radical, the fatal
mistake of believing Wagner placed
upan “deouth pale papor” all thoss ax-
Quinitely beautlful and paessionately eig-
nlficant plhruses fur the soio volces merely
as oconwcptions never to be realized. These
phrases are hece sung In conrse, unmusioal
tone, are chopped nlo scattercd and music-
ally formless fragments, and are viclently
wioatid oui of their organie union with
the text Wagner's cantllens—or, aa he
called It, “melos’— saists anly In the or-
chestra and in the chorus. If the flire
oboe sung ons of theso phrasss as the flrst
lenor does he would be ejected (ruen the
featopleiliaua,

Al]l this, o, s tha result of deliberats
practice here, and not the oulcome of un-
avoldable conditions. The Wegner slogers

the
that

Lha

of today have mno woeal wschool simply
because for many years Bayrouth has
procialmed that benuty eof wvocal tone was
Inessential to the trus Interpretation of
Wagner. The drawing, not the color, is
what I8 demanded. In other words, tho
aingers neglect the tone-producing quality
of the pure vowel sound and focus thelr
entizo anttentlon upon a rugged enunciation
of the consonantal cutline,

This, sa the Sun has many times as-
serted, s diametrically contrary to the
truvst philosophy of singing ever preached
by any teacher, the philosophy of Richard
Wagner. The mastor over and over In-
sisted that singing must be the iranslation
of text Into vitalised power, that this must

be done by the musical tone and that the
primary scurce of the musival tone was
pure vowel sound Wagner domanded

]

lear articulation of the words, but neither
more nor less than the Itallans and the
French have demanded It for three cen-
turies, But Wagner cried out with great
¥ourning erios for & bhigh and Inp'ring
musieal and for an interpretation In
which this was alded by but pot sacrifiged
to an intelligible pronunclation of the word,
The true Wagner method is the trus Behin.
bert mothod. But in Bayreuth this 1dea Is
Inughed v scorn

The decling of German opera In Now
York Is traceable directly to Bayreuth,
This place has wrapght the destruction of
German vocal art and there are almost
no real singers In Germany today, Naw
York will not listen to Wagner unloss it s
sung. In Germany (it Is not regarded as
necoksary to sing it and almost ne one
lesrng to sing

Wihlle Coslssa Wagner llves these condl-
tlons wili probably not change, because
hiers her will Is law, In Wahnfried sleeps
the mpster In the festsplelhnus reigng
the young Slegiried The utmostphere of
the place reeks with meifishness, narrow
ambition and personasl greed. All is for the
glory not of the dead, but the living. While
extunt misconcentions of the true (Inter-
pretation of Wagnor eontinua that glory
Im ensily natinined, and when Blagfried
Wagner, after a performance of “Lohan-
grin'" enters the theater restaurant laden
with flowers, he is recalved by & concourse
of prople standing and utterance of glad
shouts of acclumation. Almost does one
wonder that the indomitable spirit of the
dend doea not rise and with ons flery blast
of the old temper drive the money changers
from the temple W. J. HENDERBON.

tone

Polated Parngraphas.

A woman is known by the asquaintances
Bhin cute

Even the pruds lsn't averse o wiitting In

the lap of luxury

Pride and prejudice make an unantis-
factory palr to draw to.

Wasts gqulckly makss way with the fop-
tune of a fast young man.

Murriage s & poor sye opener for thogs
who are blinded by Jealousy.

peaking of marble hegite, it s more
lalll{l;luly to give than to recelve.

Women may come And women may go,
put the bargaln-counter habit goes opn for-

ever.
Even a strang-minded female disllkes
the dea of ptanding up for herself in &

Streetl car.

It's strange how many people are ready
te come Lo our assistancet whes we don't
necd them

When a rich man ‘s seciousdy 1] he scon
& lol of peopla standing sround wailing for
his old shoes.

What a jot of troubles same chilldren seem
to have Keeping thelr parenis i the way
they should go.

One differsncoe botween & man and & mule
is that the man does the most of his kick-
ing wilh hisa mouth.

‘E::s u:r have m office
neoker [ nrn m v
hand before t ertion -:3 lhlmw.
Newa

volter afterward.




