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DAVID WHITNEY PIONEER SOLDIER SUCCESSFUL FARMER

Descendant of a Long Line of Energetic Men and Women Sceffs at a Gloomy Prophet and Makes His Way Out West to Many Adventures and an Old Age of Peace and Plenty

LD "UNCLE" BLIPHALET POTTS, back in Massachusetts,
ghook his white head slowly and frowned when he heard
that the Whitney boys and thelr father ware golng away
out to the wilds of Wisconsin. That was back In 1843,
As he sat in his sccustomed place in the corner store at

Btow, Masa., he deliverod himself of wisdom thus, after hls accus-
tomed manner;

““Thera ain’t going to no good come to folks that bean't satisfled
to stay where the Lord put ‘em. 1 was born here and I stayed here
all my life and here I ba waltin' for the Lord to call me hum.”

It was true Eliphalet had stayed there all his life and there he
was., But beyond that nothing much could be said in his favor. He
had heen one of the most rampant opposers to the rairoad. He had
pointed out that when the steam cars were started It would put all
the horses out of business, to say nothing of the keepers of taverns
along the high road. Eliphalet was a conservative of the hardest
shell. .

The ““Whitney boys* of whom he prophesied such s dire future,
were the rislng generation of 4 family which has achieved much all
over the world and which at that time had been a leading one in
New England affairs for two oenturles. In spite of “Uncle” Elt-
phkalet's calamitous croaking, the Whitney boys went west In 1843,
going by rail from Bpringfield, Mass., to Albany, N. Y., thence by
cana! boat to Buffalo and there on a "propeller,” one of the first
steamboats In use, to Southport, Wis., on the west ghore of Lake
Michigan, where their father had taken up 400 acres of government
land.

Todny ome of the Whitney boys, David Whitney, Is a citizen of
Omaha. He came here in 1866 and has llved here continuously sinee
then. But between the time he left his New England home and the
time he settled in Omahs he went through one of the flercest and
a% the same time mowt ploturesque confliots In the history of the
world, the Mexican war.

Descendant of the Nomans

The ancestral tree of the Whitney family 1s exceedingly Interests
lng. It possessos that absorbing fascination that comes from an assos
clation with great names, a participation in the brilliant scenes and
historle events of the centuries that are gone. Mr. Whitney of Omaha
traces his descent from Bustace Whitney, who went to Engiand with
Willlam the Oonqueror in 1066 and was granted lands in Hereford-
shire. He was the ancestor of & long line of knighta who were dis-
tinguished In the wars against the Sootch and the French and In the
War of the Roses. Sir Bustaocs d¢ Whitney waa born in 1280; Sir
Eustace Whitney, his son, was a member of Parliament in 1323;
then came Sir Robert Whitney, member of Parliament In 1377; his
son. Bir Robert, was knight marshal to King Richard II; Robert
Whitney was sheriff of Glouocester In 1627; John Whitney lived in
London and emigrated to the United Btates in 1636, settling at
Wetertown, Mass.; Moses Whitney was a soldier in King Philip's
war in 1652; then came suocessively Abraham Whitney, 1682; Abra
ham Whitney, 1724; Captaln Abraham Whitney, a soldier in Wash-
ington’s army, born 1762; Jonathan Whitney, born 1787, and then
the generation to which David Whitney of Omahsa belongs.

Upon the maternal side the family has made all kinds of noble
alliances. The wise men who trace lineages say the Whitneys are
connected In maternal line with such sovereigns as Willlam' the Con-
gueror, Henry I, Henry 11, King John, Henry III, Bdward I, Bdward
11, Edward III, Malcolm IIT of Scotland, Ferdinand III of Castile,
Robert, the plous king of Franoe, and others. TUpon this list, how
ever, Mr. Whitney looks through smoked glasses, and while he has no
objection to recelving the glittering array of crowned heads iuto the
family, he regards his claim to this distinction eonservatively.

April 6, 1827, was the date of David Whitney*s birth and Lims,
N. H., was the piace. It was in the heart of the conservative district,
where thera are few human rolling stones and where nearly every-
body seems to gather moss throughout a long Hfetime. Bat the
Whitneys began to migrate early, for when David was #tfll & small
chi'd they moved to Stow, Mass., a town formerly owned by thelr

< ancestors. There the father opened a general store and prospered
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Then came the panle of ‘37 and he found himself penniless. , Then
it was that he went to the far weat and soon thereafter the Whitney
bova followed him, In spite of the dire prophesy of “Uncle” Elphalet
Polta,

In the Mexican Was

Four years passed in the wilderness. Then the Whitney boys
did something that would have caused old "Uncle™ Hliphalet, back Ip
Massachusetts, to open his eyes still wider and shake his head still
harder. They enlisted for the Mexican war. The manner of it W
related by Mr. Whitney, whose memory is as good a8 though events
of 1847 had happened yestarday.

“A npeighbor of ours named Holmes became Slscouraged, having
logt his wheat crop, and, meeting my alder brother one day, sald he
would enlist if he eould get someons to go with him.* says Mr. Whit-
ney, "My brother discussed it with father and father, belleving the
war woas nearly over and that we would come in for a land wurrant
by enlisting, consented to our going. We left homs one Friday even-
ing, striking across the prairie northeast for Milwankese. The thres
of ' 4 win'kod through the nlght and at § o'clock next morning arrived
at he enlisting place where, after the usual examination, we wers
all nccepted. The company was nearly complate and the next morn-
ing wa were aboard a ship and startsd on our way to the far-away
battlefields, Hardly were we off when this man Holmes began to get
mopy, He was naturally of a saturnine temperament. I remember
he said that he would have been all right had we enlisted for only
five years. But we had enlisted ‘for the war,’ and he thought the
war would drag on for fifteen or twenty years. Poor fellow, he never
got entirely over his gloom and died finally in Mexico.

“The boat carrfed us as far as Toledo. There we took tratn and
went to Cincinnatl, where we secured our arms and squipment. Then
we embarked on & river boat and floated down to New Orleans,
where wa were all loaded on an anclent salling ship which had been
condemned for passengers but was considered good enough for sol
diers. The trip to Vers Crus, Mexico, took eleven days. That city
had boen lnvested by General Soott, who had moved on Inland toward

the City of Mexico with his troops and was camped at Puebla, about
160 miles away."

Marching in the Tropics
After camping at Vera Crus five days the regiment m which Mr.
Whitney and his brother were began its march inland to re-enforce
Scott and participate lm the great campalgn whose object was the
capture of Mexico City. The line of march &y along & narrow road
bordered on each side by the thick vegetatlon of the tropics. The
sun beat down from directly overbead with all its torridity, The

Awmerican soldlers were heavily loaded with guns, ammunition,

biankets and knapsacks., They had not gone far belore some of the
soldlers began throwing their blankets aside. But these were forced
to go back snd take them up agaln. Within a few days they had
begun to ascend the Cordilleras, a high range of mountains, and
with the increased altitude the temperature fell until the soldlers
could hardly keep warm at night éven in their blankets. Nearly two
waeks were reguired to make the march to Puebla. But they weras
two weeks full of wonder, 'The kistoric Interest alone was great in

*  that country, the home of the Astecs, that unchanging race which

#its tnday, idly, dreamily, languidly, generation after generation and
watehes the pageant of pomp and power, the rise and fall of strug-
gling peoples, of ambitious men, and seems to say, “Vanity, vanity
all s vanity. What's the use of struggling. Live, eat, sleep, die
That is the best plan to be happy.” Over this same road Cortes had
led his invincibles of Spain 300 years before and conguered the an-
cestors of those same Astecs who mow watched In idle wonder the
advance of the American army.

The ecity of Puehla itaelf was set In a position unigue in all the
waorld. A plateau 7,000 feet above sea level is the site of this beauti-
2ul “Oity of Angele.” 5o beautiful as to be U, I hot Luaglostion at

DAVID

lenst, for celestial inhabitants, So high Is the plateau that corn,
wheat, barley and other products of the northern zones flourlsh there,
Around it all 1s the subllme range of the Cordilleras. Only aix miles
from Puebla were the ruins of the anclent city of Cholula, once filled
with the seething life of 200,000 inhabitants, now lylng silent as the
tomb in the white heat of the sun. After camping In Puebla several
days General Plllow prooceeded toward the valley In whieh the City
of Mexico is situated, there to join with General Beott in the final
blow which it was hoped would result in the fall of the capital.

“We left Puebls,"” says Mr. Whitney, “om August 10. The
marching was rough a great part of the way. The country was
barren, with nothing in it but rocks and cactus. And then suddenly
oneé day we topped an eminence and came In sight of the great valley
of Mexico, with the beautiful city In the center of It, like a dlamond
in the middle of a shest of green velvet, The city was surrounded
by diverging shady paseos, bright flelds and plcturesque haciendas.
The great lake Teozcuco lay Immediately beyond the city, shaded by
a floating cloud which concealed the bases of the volcanoes, Popo-
catapet]l and Isticacthuatl, while thelr snowy summits glowed brightly
above In the sun. It was & magnificent sight, but it also marked the
place where strong fortifications ware to be stormed and where the
enemy, almost four times our own number, lay behind intrenchments
ready to mow us down and secmingly able to do it*

WHITNEY.

Mexico Clty 18 bullt in the midst of this spacious valley in a site
which 18 low and which {8 approached in all directions by great cause-
ways. These causeways were the key to the city, particularly the
ons from the south. There It was on August 30 that the series of
five battles occurred., In each cuse the Mexicans were strongly in-
trenched; In each case they outnumbered the Americans, yet In each
case the Amerieans were gloriously victorlous, In two of the worst
of these battles David Whitney was engaged, Ccntreras and Cheru-
busco.,

Capture of Contreras

“We were very doubtful about Contreras,™ be says, ''Every-
thing seemed against us. The Mexicans werv strongly Intrenched on
the helghts and General Santa Ana had put so many men there that
he thought there could be no chance for us to galn the position. It
ralned hard the night before. The ground over which we stumbled
wae covered with rocks, prickly pear and cactus; there were ditches
filled with water and lined with the maguey plant. But this only
seemed to make nus the more anxious to do something and when the
aignal was finally given at 6 o’'clock In the morning we sprang up
the heights in the rear and on the flank of the astonished Mexicans.
And they, terrified like the Philistines when Jonathan and his armor-

bearer put them to flight, ran pell mell townard the elty. The actual
fight lasted only seventeen minutes and put us In possesaion of thelr
position.”

The next flght of the busy day was at Cherubusco, a fortrest
gtonding at one end of & bridge in the caussway leading to the eity.
Thig was bullt of stone. Within the maln wall was a castle and back
of the ¢astle a church riging to a great height. Early In this engage:
ment David missed his brother from his side where he usually stayed
even {n battle, He found him shot through the knes, After Cheru-
busco had been taken there was a call for some to remain behind and
help the surgeons and hospital corps. David returned, therefore,
and attended his brother. He was taken to a hospital and after the
oity was taken wase removed thithor. But he died soon after this re-
movaly the ride over rough roads In a springless wagon belng appar-
ently too much for him. After this David rell =ick with fover and
wig In the hospital for a number of weeks, When he recovered he
wus engnged for a tUmo in skirmishos with the guerilias,

Home from the War

When peace was finally declared ne went back with his rogi-
ment, walking from Mexico City to Vera Cruz, where they took &
stoamer, reaching New Orleans in four days; thence they came up the
river by steamiboat and landed at Cinelnnatl, and thence went home
by the game route by which he and his two companlons had come out

He was the only one of the three to roturn
salfron bag,"” he says,

“1 was as yellow ns &

His father dled soon after his return, the loss of his son In the
war apparently dolng much toward causing his death. David worked
for a time with a threshing machine., Then he utllized the land war
rant which, ag a soldler in the Mexican war, he had recelved from the
government, and took up land near Appleton, Wis., He bullt a house
in the town apd Ilved there six years, Then two other familles in
the town doclded to try thelr fortunes in the new connmonwealth of
Nebraska, which had just been opened for settlement. David deter-
mined to joln them, He left his wife and children snug in thelr
Appleton home and came with the other Appletonlans south by boat
to Chicago, by rail to 8t. Louis and then by boat up the river. Hie
friends tarried in Kansas and he came on up to Councll Bluffs.

“I stopped the first night at the Pacifie house {n Councll Bluffs,"
says Mr. Whitney. “I asked the proprietor when I could get over to
Omaba. 'The hack goes over in the morning,” he sald, The next
morning I looked cut and saw an old hay rack drawn up before the
door, 1 thought some farmers were going out to haul hay, Just
then the proprietor spoke to me. ‘Aln't you golng to Omaha?' he
asked. 'Yes, I'm walting for the hack,' I sald. ‘Well, there 1t i8,' he
gald. Bo I got on the hay rack and rode over to Omaha. [ stopped at
the old Douglas house and soon got work chopplug wood up north
and rafting 1t down the river. 1o the fall I returned to Appleton and
brought my wife and children out, making the trip In all the cold
of that very cold winter and reaching Omaha in January.”

Life in Omaha

Mr. Whitney bought a farm which I8 now comprised between
Thirtieth and Thirty-eighth streets and between Farnam and Daven-
port streets. He lived on this place five years. Then the eivil war
broke out and he left the farm to hecome a clerk in the general store
operated by “Sam" and “Jim" Megeath on Farpam street, between
Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets, ‘T'hls was the beginning of com-
mercial ventures which were at times very profitable and at other
times equally disastrous. First he bought a grocery store from a
Frenchman., Then he went into partnership with Bamuel Megeath In
the wholesale grocery business at Fourteenth and Douglas streets
under the firm name of Megeath, Whitney & Co, He bought out his
partner in 1871 and In 1878 after other changes, he handed over his
farm to creditors and retired. Later he was engaged also in the com-
mission business, which he conducted successfully for many years,

He has lived for a number of years now in & nandsome home
at 6010 Izard street. Heo was married in Appleton, Wis,, July 81,
1861, and Mrs. Whitney s still living and In as good health as her
venerable husband., They have had five children, of whom two are
atill living. They are Burt H. Whitney, broker, who resides next to
his parents, and Mrs. Walter G. Clark, who lives with her parents.

Mr. Whitney was very ill a dozen yoars ago and finally in despair
decided to live without meat, The result was that he 16 & hale and
hearty and active man, and physiclane have told him he has the pulse
of a child, though bhe Is more than 80 years old. All of which he
attributes to the fact that he uses no meat. He once belonged to the
Odd Fellows' lodge and is of the Unltarian fa'th. Three of his
brothers are still living: Jonathan Whitney lives In Pestago, Wis.,
and is 83 years old; Andrew Whitney lives in Burllngton, Ia., and Ig
76 years of age, and Edwin livea In Chicago, a mere boy of 77.

If old "Uncle” Elij halet Potts could see David Whitney today he
would be compelled to admit that he has Hved a truly broad Iife fall
of events, full of strife and actlon and yet tempered by that philo-
sophy which looks farther than the petty material things of the pres-
ent day. "I pever worshiped money or any of the temporal thinga of
earth, T tried to get them honestly, but faillng to get them or losing
them after T bad succeeded never worried me,” sayvs Mr, Whitney,
and therein lies perhaps a goodly part of the secret of a long life
thrpugh many strenuous years,

Volcanic Scenes Rarely Beheld by Human Beings

Mighty Eruptions in Bering Sea Which for Two Years Have Been Making and Destroying New Lands

HE greatest show place in this country
in 1506 and last summer was at the
southern edge of Bering sea, a little
northwest of Unalaska Island, where
one of the most wonderful voleanic

eruptions on record was in progress. Two new

rative,

Prof. T. A,
of the party, has written an account of the erup-
tion for the Bulletin of the American Geographica)
soclety, and the facts given here are from his par-

Jagger of Harvard, the geologist

of the navy.

when the government steamer Albatross arrived
there on May 29 it reported that & new rock had
appeared from which immense volumes of steam
were escaping through new venta in the mass,
was named Metcalf Cone in honor of the secretary

the hot rock of MeCulloch peak, and all the water
wround is turbld and hot

The remarkable prevalence of lfe among thesse
#cenes nstonished the explorers. The hot earth
was heaving and heaping, but hundreds of sea

It

{slets were lifted above the sea between two old
Islets, and the outpouring of hot lava continued
till they made land all around the four high rocks.
The new cones, from 400 to 500 feet high, were
steaming Hke puddings

It was & wonderful spectacla. A sclentific
party from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology arrived just in time to see it last summer
gt its best. 1o two mspects the soene was oneé upon
which human belngs rarely gase.

The party had reached u place where the earth
was alive and lands were In the making. Oaly
sixteam months earlier the water was sixty feet
deep between the two outlylng rocks, where now
was land.

Another aspect of the spectacle was squally
impressive, These rocks stood right on the edge
of & precipice where the water suddenly deepens
to & depth of 6,000 feet. What the explorers saw
above the surface was merely the top of an im-
mense conical mass beneath the waves. They saw
only the venta or crater openings of a volcano
that in course of time had risem from the bottom
of the sea to & helght of 6,000 feet. This volcane
is 2,000 feet higher than Vesuvius or Mont Pelee,

The place was already famous, because when
the two outer lslets rose above the sea their birth
at hits of land was witnessed and recorded. The
lutest eruption begun in 1806, and the technology
party was sent out last year to ses whal was going

When the Trouble Started

The troubles began 112 years ago. Bogoslof,
as the Russians named It, rose above the sea with
a turmoll that frightened the folks on Upalaska,
forty miles away. It Is now knowno as Castle Rock
and s much smaller than formerly.

During the 1ecent eruption It wis %0 bom-
barded by falling stones and voleanic sand that
its pinnacles arée much sharper than they were a
little over a year ago. Another foteresting fact
is that the whole leland was Nfted during elight
months of 1908 and 1807 about twenty-five feet
higher above the sea than it was before. Prol.
Jagger says that thie means either that a large
mass of lava is spreading sldewise below and lift-
ing the voleano on Its back, or the whole sea floor
is alowly warping upward and carryiong the chaip
of islands with it

This lonely rock had no companion until 1883
Its fires had left it and It was the home of many
sea llons and guillemots, Then another great
convulsion cameé and a new |dlet was born about
a mile and & half away.

It kept changing ts sige and shape until it
finally bheeame an extinet, fSat-topped rock, now
known as Orewingk, the name of & Russian geog-
rapher. Vessels have long steamed between the
two lslsts and they have eommonly been known
to mariners as the Bogoslof fxlandy.

Early in 1900 things besampa lively agaln, and

It was ascended later by Robert Dunn in spite
of the steam and temperatures up to 212 degrees
#t the steam vents, and he found it surmounted
by & great column of lava that formed a plunacie
whose top was 300 feet above sea level. Prot
Jageer says that it was lke th® famous tower or
spine of Mont Pelee, a masa of lava pushed out in
pearly a solid condition so that It could not dow
down like the lavas of Hawail.

Another New Peak

Then in the spring of last year Captain Dirks
& local trader, brought news that a sull pewer
peak had risen bealde Metcalf Cone. The cutter
MoCulloch visited the scene In July and gave the
pame of McCulloch Peak to the new
heap.

It also reportad that Metealf Cone had split io
two, half of 1t collapsing, but the greut lava splne
was stlll there and was revealed lu all Its grandeur
from the top to the sea edge. This was the Bitu-
stion when the techmology party srrived on Au-
gust 7.

Great changes were coustantly occurring. Me-
Culloch peak was the most sensational object, &
steaming beap of lava boulders, HRocks were
tumbling, now and then, from the rising cliffe
above to the foot slopes. But on the whole, every-
thing was quiet, though dangerous looking.

The steain rose o varlous places trom rilts 1o

sleaming

lons disporied themselves In the waters and lay
along the shores of the pew lands, and the cliffs
were alive with innumerable ses birds that scemed
to luxuriate in the volcanic warmth, and even
amid the stenm and heat and sulphur of MeCul
loch peak they were laylng thelr €ggs In the hol-

low of the rocks and réearing thelr chicks, Im
places even lund grasses were beginning to grow,
and beetles, mites, ticks and filea were found.
There was another great convulsion after the
technology oxplorers left, and It was destructive
rather than constructive. On September 1 the
peaple lving on Hiulluk saw a dense black cloud

rieing nnd the alr was full of sulphur fumes. Then
\'nll-anl: ash and sand begun to fall epd there were
rumblings In distant Bogoslof.

Peak Had Disappeared

When the McCulloch agadn visited the group
In October it found delulloch peak sabsolutely

gone, & steaming fngoou lu its pluce and the rest
of the islund that embraced the hillg plled high
with fuilen dobris e half of Moteal! Cone us
well as the two older rocks was sull) stunding.

We do not know what has happened since,

Perhaps othor cones have arisen. It I8 unfortu-
nate that no observers have been In that nelghbor-
hood since October inst to study the remarkable
processes of voleunoes among these lslands, The
news that this yoar will bring from the Bogoslof
group will be awalted with interest




