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NEBRASKA'S ASSOCIATION OF TERRITORIAL PIONEERS

Men and Women

RMS I sing and the man,"” wrote tha anclent bard In mag-
t;!ﬁrant strain. Then he told of the adventures of a lttle
band of Trojans upon a litile ovean, His rhetoric was un-
surpassabie, his command of language magnificent, his
dramatic power strong, his narrative conclse. But the

adventures of his hero, after all, were but puny compared with the
accomplishments of modern men-—-those men for example who came
to Nebraska half a century ago, when this state was an untrodden
wllderness, who fought the Indlan, cleared the land, bullt cities and
constructed rallroada. N\

The Territorial Ploneers’ association of the state of Nebraska was
organized May 26, 189%. Its memborship 8 divided into different
classes, Class A conslsts of those who were residents of the territory
prior to 18687; elass B, those who are lineal descendants of class A
Asgsociate members are those who became residents of the state prior
to 1876. Provisions are also made for honorary membership., The
purposs of the organization is to draw from the old ploneers the
unwritten history of territorinl days ard to make the game a matter
of record with the State Historienl soclety for future reference. The
business meeting i& held the first of ench year and an annual re-
unlon and outing is held at such time and place each summer as may
be designated by the executive committes, Many Interesting stories
of the ploneer days, the trials, tribulations and adventures of frontler
Iife are told, and one reminds the other of his or her experiences
The writgers connected with the historical soclety are ever ready with
pencil and tablet to record these events as related at the reunlons,
the most Interesting belng often told In ordinary conversation,

Reunion at Milford

The annupal reunion and outing will be held this year at Milford,
on Baturday, July 11. An informal reception will take place a( the
library bullding of the state university in Lincoln on Friday evening,
and the members of the association and ‘rlends will go by speclal
traln to Miltord Baturday morning, returning in the afternoon in
time to connect with outgoing traine at Lincoln in the evening.

On the arrival of the train at Milford the excurslonists will be
condncted to the Shogo park and the Soldiers' home grounds, where
& short program will ba rendered, and those who desire will have the
opportunity te attend the Milferd chautauqua, which will be In
session and has arranged a special program suited to the occasion.

Milford wuas located Iin am early day, on what was known as
Kearney Cut-off, which afterwards became a steam-wagon road and
the crossing of the Big Blue river, and the beautiful location of this
village is replete with many incidents of historie Interest. The ex-
pedition of the Spaniards under Coronado from the city of Mexlco In
16482 im search of the city of gold s one of the most unique adven-
tures in the annals of American history. Lured on by the fabulous
stories of treasure told by the Indians, they traversed mnorthern
Mexioco, New Mexico, Colorado, Kansag and some parts of Nebraska
crossing the Republican river. The farthest polnt reached has been
wrapped In mystery, but the legend of Shogo, as gathered from the
Pawnee, Otoe and Omaha Indlans, indicated that some part of this
expedition reached the present site of Milford, where resided the
wise and diplomatic chleftaln, Quenchaqua, who ruled over this vast
Pawnee territory. They, by some artifice, worked upon the credulity
of his daughter, Shogo, until she was persuaded to accompany them
to the southland, where they represented to her that her murdered
lover awaited her in the happy hunting grounds, to which they werae
the special envoys suthorized for this purposs,

The early trappers found tepoe poles, the remains of the village
of some 6,000 SBloux Indlans, pitched on the present site of Milford,
who had probably penetrated the domain of the Pawnees so far and
then bean driven back by the combined forces of the Pawnees, Otoes
and Omahas,

Mormons Crossed There

The Mormons migrating to Salt Lake crossed the rooky ford at
this point, & fact remembered by the oldest inhabitant of Milford
who In her childhood days witnessed the traln of Latter Day Saintas
as they wended their way westward, many of the women pushing
two-weeled carts loade@ with provisions and egquippage. The eleva-
tion on which {8 situated the Boldiers’ home surmounts the roock-
ribbad banks of the Blue, whereln are {ndicated three distinet periods
of formation, presenting to the geological student & rich fleld for
research In a glimpse of the prehistoriec ages, The scenery along the
Blue xt this point is picturesgne, romantic and inspiring, The decay-
ing glants of the forest described in the mythical lore of the Indians
studding the hillsides and canyons and peopled with plumaged
songsters of varied hues, stand as muote sentinels of the past.

A fine body of men and women are those who came to Nebraska
before the present generation was born, who with unfaltering cour-
age and unflagging industry tilled the soll, erected homes, ralsed
familles and bullt cities, rallroads and all those great institutions
which are the vislble sign of & strong commouwealth, Today they

Who Made a State

Out

of the Wilderness Will Meet at Milford to Renew Memories of the Days of Hardship,
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Anaol{:n(:ls' YOST,
mahni.
Prealdent of the Nebruska Territorial Ploneers’ Assoclation

B |

ANTOINE CARENEY,
Pendar, Neh,
Belleved to be the Oldeal Living Nutive Son of Nebraska. Born
Near Fort Calboun About 1837, Son of a Frecch Fur Trader,

MARY J. DRIPS BARNES,
Barneston, Neb,

Bhe In the Oldest Living Woman Natlve of Nebraska, She Was
Born Near the Present Site of Hellevue, November 15 1897,
the Daughter of Andrew J. Dripa, Fur Trader and Indian
Agent,

MARTHA ANN WHEELING,
Lincoln, Neb
Bhe Came to the Nebhraska Country in 1847 as the Bride of Frank
Wheellng and Wias the Firat White Woman to Become &
Resident of the Territory Now Included In Nebraska.

Toil and Privation and Later Triumphs.

the teacher. "I decided she was & protty nlce girl' says Mr, Yoat,
“wud buore 1 left town | got scqualuted with her and the following
Seprewnber | married ber.”

The young couple llved that winter in the groom''s house Ip
Footeuclle, He bad bullt & house on his cluim during the previous
suminer aod in the spring they moved out and ocoupled It. There
wany adventures visited thow, such as were common tw sll ploneers,
Une day when the husband was away 4 prairie fre swept up on the
borlzon, A uny deld of wheat stood near the house, protected only
Ly & harrow plowed “freguard.” Mrs. Yost rushed out with a mop
and pail of water and fought frantically to put out sparks and
fames. When the mop broke she snatched off her skirt and, dipping
it In the water, continued the Nght and saved the wheat,

Another Indian outbreak occurred In 18649, This I8 the one dur-
ing which Governor Black Is sald to have given his famous order
that “‘twenty barrels of whisky and a sack of flour” be brought
lnstuntly from Columbus as lghting provender for the soldiers.

Once Mr, Yost, worklng in his garden, was startled to se¢ an
arrow alight on the ground near him. He hurried to the house,
where be found an Indian shooting at pigeons on the roof. The
Indian turned at his exclamation knd drew an arrow agalnst him,
But with a hoe handle Mr. Yost knocked the bow and arrow upon
the ground and beat off the warllke aborigine,

Went Out to Fight

When the clvil war broke out hoe enlisted in Company A, Second
Nebraska cavalry, but before the regiment could proceed south the
Minnesota massacre occurred and the men were ordered to the Red
river country, where they spent nearly two years in lodian' Aghting.
After belng mustered out in Omaha Mr, Yoat returned to his claim,
which he soon sold and then took a homestead twelve milea north
of Fremont, where he lyved untll 1830, during all of which time he
was & member of the school board, He had tried storekeeping In
Deadwood, 8. D, for a time in 1876, In 1880 he went to Norfolk,
Neb., and bought & hotel and Hyvery business. His wife bad dled In
18756 and in 1881 he married Mre, France J. Willlams, Heé oame to
Omaha In 1833 and since then has been in the employ of The Bee
Publishing company traveling as solleitor. He was one of the com-
mittee to revise the city charter threo years ago. He has always
tiken an active Interest in the bullding up and lmproving of Omaha
and Is & member of the Federation of Improvement Clubs, He Is also
active In the Grand Army of the Republlie. He has rour sons borne
by his first wife and a daughter by his second. They are as follows:
Rev. John P. Yost of Plalnoview, Neb.; Louls K. Yost, superintendent
of the Western Unlon telegraph between Ogallaln and Denver; Sulll-
van 8. Yost, & ranchman In Oregon; Frank Yost, with the Nebraska
Telephone company, and Miss Anna Dorsey Yost.

Mr. Yost drove the first mall wagon probably in Nebraska.
was between Fontenelle and Omaha. He made the round trip of
100 miles every two days. With J. B, Robison he operuted the firet
threshing machine in Nebraska In 1868, when they threshed all the
grain grown north of the Platte river with thelr eight-horse power
outfitt. He retaing as rellcs the compnss which was used In survey-
ing and laylng out the town of Fontenelle and also an oll painting
of his old homestead shanty,

Milford will be a llvely town the day the ploneers are there
Thesge men and women are not really old. To look at thelr gray
hairsa and wrinkled faces one might think they are, but that is a
delusion. The spirits of most of them are as young as they were
fifty years ago. They exemplify the philosophy of Cleero, that calm
detlier of age and time,

This

Cicero on 0ld Age

In his great easay, “Concerning Old Age.” that Roman philoso-
pher says: “They advance no argument who say Lthat old age Is not
engaged In active duty and resemble those who should say that the
pllot in navigation {8 unemployed, for that while some climb the
mast, others run up and down the decks, others empty the billge
water, he, holding the helm, sits at the stern at his ease, He does
not do these things that the young men do, but In truth he doea
much greater and better things. Great actions are not achleved by
exertions of strength or speed or by quick movement of bodles, but
by tzlent, authority, judgment, of which faculties old nge {8 usually
so far from being deprived that It is even Improved in them.

“All men cannot be Beiplog or Maximl, so as to remember the
stormings of citles, battles by land and sea, wars conducted and
triumphs gained by themselves. The old age also of a life passed
In peace and Innocence and elegance {8 a gentle and mild one, such
as we have heard that of Plato to have been who in his 81st year dled
while writing; such as that of Isocrates, who says that he wrote that
book which 18 entitled ‘The Panathenalcan,' in his 84th year, and
he lived five year sater; whose master, Gorgias, the Leotine, com-
pleted one hundred and seven years, ner did he ever loiter in his

pursuit and labor; who when it was asked of him why he liked to be
o long in life sald: I have no cause for blaming old age'—an ad-
mirable answer and worthy of & manef learning,

“For the short period of life is long enough for living well and
honorably; and {f you should advance further you need no more
grieve than farmers do when the lovellness of springtime hath passed
that summer and autumn have come. For spring represents the time
of youth and gives promise of the future frults; the remaining sea-
sons are Intended for plucking and gathering In those frults. Now,
the harvest of old age, as | have often sald, is the recollection and
abundance of blesgings previpusly secured., In truth, sverything
which happens agreeably to mature {8 to be reckoned among bless-
ings."

Truly Cleero himself never comncelved of a pleasanter,

are old, but thelr Influence is no less great, for they are wise in ~ /
counsel, For many years they have helped their children to succeed,
: instilling their own virtues into the yournger generation and thus
strengthening the state and Infusing rich, red blood Into its velna.
Did Agamemnon In his most trying hour before the besleged
walls of Troy ever wish for ten Ajaxes with mighty arms and glant
bodles? No; but it s related that he prayed that he might have ten
Nestors for the sake of their wise counsels. And he doubted not
that with the counsels of ten Nestors Troy would quickly perish.
Nelther let the stylishly tallored youth of today imagine he knows
more of gallantry toward the falr sex than these ploneers. 1In
courtesy, in neatly-turned compliment toward their life companlons,
no men can excel the ploneers. Nor can any woman receive these
compliments with more grace, with more charming blugshes than the
; sturdy, good women who helped bear the burdens of the early days
f and did at least half of the work In converting the primeval wilder-
i ness into the smiling home of a happy people. There 18 no dispute !
upon this subject. The men with one accord declare that without # i

the help, the encouragement, the unfaltering wpirit, the Godly trust Two Contrasting Groups Caught at the Picnic of the Douglas County Pioneers’ Association

Fentenells for $100. In the fall they returned to lowa and the fol-
lowing spring brought out their families to Neoraska.

The firat Indlan scare came when the Indlans swooped down on Young Yost had been helplng Colonel Miller, father of Dr. George
the coloney one morning In July of that year and killed two men. Miller, In surveying that part of the country, and the colonel pointed
Volunteers were called for and Battie declared that his “boy"™ would out where the young man could get a good claim, He took it and
make the perllous ride. That night young Yost, mounted on a fleet proved up upon it. The town of Arlington now stands on that plece
horse, rode the fifty miles to Omaha and notified Governor Cuming of ground. The following spring he met his wife, He had made a
of the Indisn outbreak. The next day General Thaver with a de- trip over Into Towa Lo gel sead dorn and wheat. He atopped for the
tachment of men hastened te Fontenelle, but the Indians had dis- night in the village of Council Bluffs. There was a spelling bee
appeared. that night and the Council Bluffs school went out to “elean up' the

November 30, 1855, was the day when the big blizzard started. Mosquito Creek school. But there was a girl, Miss Anna Dorsey,
The snew came for three days and nights, The settlers lost more 16 years of age, in the latter school who frustrated these plana,
than half their stock and were snowed In for weeks. Fortunately Bhe spelled down the whole Councll Bluffs aggregation, including

there were plenty of deer, wild turkeys, elk and buffalo to provide
food.
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more
(Continued on Page Three.)

of these women whom they took In thelr youth to travel the path
of lfe with them, the sreat state which Is pow Nebraska, filled
i with fertile farms and wealthy citlea, would ‘still be the primeval
wilderness, roamed over by the buffalo, the covote and the Indian
The “ploneereties.” Indeed, have an assared honored place in the
ranks of the early settlers of Nebraska,

President Yost is Typical

Absalom N. Yost of Omaha s president of the State Assoclation of
Ploneers. His life & a typleal one among them. He was born April B,
1838, {p a log house on & farm which stood then pearly two miles from

ly the town of Cioelnnatl, O., but which Is now one of the best resldence

\ pections,. When he was still 4 child his parents moved to Spencer
county, Indiana, where they lived until Absalom was § years of age
There he began his school days in a log school house, where Miss
Adeline Worthington was schoolmistress. The next move of this
ploneer f{amily was to Lockport, 111, whither they went by way of
the thriving town of Chicago. While they lived there the mother
dled and the father moved with his orphan children to the town of
Lockport.

At the age of 10 years Absalom was bound out to & farmer
named John Battie, in De Kalb county The conditions of this con-
tract were that the boy should work for Lis master yptil he atiained
the age of 21 years. He was to work without wages and when dis-
charged at his 21st birthday the farmer should give him two sults

3 of clothes and a Bible. In 1852 his emplyer decided to g0 west and
they started with throe yohe of oxen and a blg covered wagon, Ab-
salom rode in & saddle on one of the oxen, driving the others. They
spent the summer traveling through Ilinols and Missourl and made
thelr winter guarters in Lucas county, lowa, where farming opera-
tions were begun the following spring. In 1854 they joined a party
of fourtesn men from Quincy, 1il., and came to Nebraska, where the
party bought a tract of land twenty miles square from Logan '\

SOME OF THE DOUGLAS COITNTY PlO NEERS LATEST GENERATION OF THE PIONEERS,




