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ANY events, tragic, pathetic, dramatic, worked together Lo

make a physiclan of Willlam H. Chriatie, resident of

Omaha and useful citizen for many years, The first

scenas of his 1ife are lald in the backwoods counatry,

where he grew up one of that _stnrd:r race of mea

brought forth by circumstances which fostered independence, mental
and physical vigor and moral health.

He was born In Bergen county, Neg Jersey, March-81, 1844, His
father was @ mechanie and was not In very flourishing circumstances
at the time of his son's birth. When William was £ years of age his
parents moved to New York City, where life was conslderably differ-
ent from life in Bergen county, where the quiet country lanes were
exchanged for busy crowded streets, where cornfields gave way to
blocks of towering bulldings, where the 1ittie red school house on the
hill was supplanted by a crowded metropolitan Institution.

But the habits of the ambitious boy were not changed by this
transpianting and he continued his studies faithfully and assiduously
rising te the head of his classes, excelling as he had in the country.
Two years of life in the metropoils ware enough for the Christies and
at the expiration of that time they left New York and plunged still
fariher ints the primeval west, going to the end of the rallroad line,
which was then in Earlville, 111, and from there driving overland to
Paw Psw, 111, where 5 farm was taken up. Here William centinued
kis studiea and, with the advantage of two years In New York, rap-
1dly forged ahead. Having filnished the course of study in the dis-
trict sehool, he proudly entered the academy at Paw Paw, matricula-
tion In which erudite Institution gave to a student at once weighty
prestige In the community until the people “still gased. and still the
wonder grew that ome small head could carry all he kopew."

The school authorities had trouble with a teacher In & neighbor-
ing tempie of learning, also designated an academy, while Christle
was still a gtudent In Paw Paw, They came to him and saked him
to take charge of the institution. Though he was only 17 years of
age ot the time, he accepted the place and flled it with credit, hav-
ing three teachers under him.

Bervice as a Soldier

The civil war broke out just at the close of his term s teacher in
this acadamy and he enlisted at once, being enrolled at Camp Dixon,
1iL, in Company K, Seventy-ffth Illisois. The regiment moved into
the scene of war al Leuisville, Ky., and then marched on to Perry-
ville, where it participatad in the engagemont at that place. In this
battle young Christle was badly burt, recelving gunshot wounds in
the right band and right shoulder and a flesh wound in the left arm.
From the latter erysipelas developed and he was in a hospital from
the time of the battle, October 8, until after Christmas. His father
them eame and tesk him home te recuperate. He remained at home
until March and then weat to the marins hospital in Chicago.

Not being fit te re-enter the service, he returned home. Seversl
paths radlated before him. Which to choose for his life walk he did
not know, And here the firet Influence entered. It was “Father"
Warrener, a plonesr Baptist preacher of that part of the ceuntry, a
man whom Dr, Christie remembers today as the personificatien of all
the virtues, a simple, unassuming man, but & man with a blg heart,
& man “to all the country dear, and passing rich on forty pounds a
year.” This good man took a deep interest In the studious and am-
bitious boy and suggested medicine for his life werk. Tha sugges-
tion met the approval of the young man’s parents and looked attras-
tive te the young man himself. Where to find an epening of the
proper sort was still a serious question. Ansther Incident which
worked toward the same end had eccurred several years befere. It
is a weird epinede. The scene was Iaid in & lonely churchyard in &
cartaln town ia nerthern [llinels. Twe men were the priacipal se-
tors. The night was dark, the sky was everspread with cleuds and &
steady ratn fell, when the two mem crept inte the chaurchyard and
made thelr way betwean the stenes that marked the graves of dead
men. They stepped at a nowly made meund and went to werk.
Down they dug through the soggy mud until thelr spades struck the

* top of the cofin placed there but a day before. This they ruthleasly

broke open and frem It tsek the shreunded figure. Then, abandoning

/{hslr spades, they hurried back, beariang their ghastly burdem
* tween them to & carriage which was walting for them. The twe men,

with their ghestly cempanion, them drove rapidly away in the dark-
ness to a deserted bulldfag, where the dissecting was to be dene by
two ambitious young medics who had lacked for college sdvantages
and dissecting rooms. But the deed was discovered. The whole
country side was wrought up. The matter was brought inte court
and every effert made to apprehend the gheuls. The effort mever
succesded. But it was during this time that “Father” Warrener had
made the soquaintance of Dr. Abner Hard, who was practicing then

¥ Ottawa, 1L, and to Dr. Abzer Hard young Christis was seat to be-

gin his medical studies after tha fashion of the day which was the
day of appreaticeship in- the prefessions as It was In the trades. A
young man whe was ambitiens to be a lawyer went lnto the office of &
lawyer to “read law.” which consisted of sweeping sut the offics,
bufiding fires in the winter, doing all serts of errands as occasion re-
quired and reading law as eppertunity offered. Likewise to “study
modicine’” meant te ge Into the office of a physician with an estab-
lished practice and do the cheres and errande, drive the horse for the
docter as he made the reunds of his patients and learn by reading
the few beoks the office afforded and cbserving the treatment of ths
patients by the doctor. .

Apprenticed to a Doctor

Dr. Abner Hard was as old-fashioned as his name. He had &
large practice in Ottawa and in the country surrounding Ottawa. He
was & mas losked up to In hisg prolession and well deserving the im-
plicit confidence whick his patients had in him. In the office of this
physician the embrye decter studied for a year and a half. During
this time he made the acquaintance of Burtom C. Ceok, them ocon-
gressman from that district. Threugh him Mr. Christie recelved the
appeintment of cigar lnspector for the district, a position which paid
him suficient to enable him te meet his currest sxpenses and to take
bim to college im the fall of 1864, and pursued his studies in that In-
stitution for twe years. Thea he left college temporarily and went
to Tiskilwa, Ill., where he sntsred the office of Dr. F. B, Ives. He
remained there one year and thea returned to Chicago, re-entering
Rush Medieal college and continulag there until he graduaied, when
he returned agals to Tiskilwa, where he had become sufficlently well
known Lo secure a profitable practice of his own.

While he was a dootor's understudy in Ottawa he became ae-
quainted with John A. Logan, then making a campalgn for congress-
man-at-large. Christie had considerable ability as s reader and was
particularly proficient in rendering the politieal satires written by
Petroleum V. Nasby fram his “Confedrit X Roads Postofis’ The
polititinos were not slow to grasp this fact and he was smployed as a
reader of some of these letters st moetings during the campaign.
There he also met for the first time Jules Lombard, the singer, who
became well known (o & large circls of friends In Omaha later. Mr.
Lombard cames down frem Chicago as & member of a quartet which
bad attained statewide prominence and celebrity during the politieal
campalgn. In November, 1865, Dr. Christic manisd Miss Sarah M.
Whitford at Shabona Grove, 11. She died three years ago.

Practice in the Country

After practicing In Tiskilwa for six years the young physician re-
wmoved (o Creston, Ia. The primssv reason for this move was il
health. Hard work of a large prac e, constant exposure In all
kinds of weather, had brought on an attack of bronchitis, with threat.

od consumption, and the opinion of brother physiclans was that a
§° of climate was the only means of saving him from an early
grave. A lormer college friend, Dr. J. Adams Allen. advised him to
come west. He went out to Creston, la., looked the ground over and
decided to move. He did so, with the resalt that he unot oaly re-
#ained his heaith eatirely, but found a good practice as well. Hare

WILLIAM H.

Dr. Christie “buckled down™ te that real, hard, neer-ending work of
the country docter. He bocame such a physician as 8, Q. Laplus has

spltomised im his peem, “The Country Docter:”
The ceuntry doctor! Blest be he
Who sets the weary sufferer free
Frem burning fever, racking pain,
And countless ills, and does it, too,
Without a thought or hope of gain,

CHRISTIE. M. D.

prolession almost unceasingly,” says Dr. Christle. “There was po
let-up. 1 average, T think, Afty miles of driviag over the country
roads & day. I kept severa] horses and had a cart specially made oh
which I covered the road at a very brisk pace.”

But the volume of his practice did mot prevent him from takisg
an active Interest in politics. In Tiskilwa he kad been & member of
the school board. In Creston he was alse a member of this body.
He was slected a delegate to the national republican convention in
Chleago in 15884, -when James (. Blalne was nominated for the presi-
dency

His Life in Omaha

Dr. Christle removed with his Tamily to Omaha in 1887 and has
been active in the practice of his profession since that time until
within the last two years, when ill-health has prevented him from en-
gaging In practice quite as actively as formerly. He has made his
home with his son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mra. Lee Kennard,
in the Majestio flats, since the death of his wife.

Dr. Christie's great actlvity wherever he has been during his life
has been in the cause of education, particularly in the work on the
school board, which is always a work of love, & work performed by
men who do It from & deeply-rooted sense of duty and not for the
sake of power or money. Dr. Christle was a member of the school
board In Tiskilwa, where he first practiced. He was a member of
the school board {n Creston during one of the greatest eras of bulld-
{ng activity in the line of public schools that city had ever peen. He
became & member of the gchool board of Omaha six years ago and 1s
still an sctive and valuable unit of that body and does a great deal
of the Important committeq work.

“I conaider It the duty of a man who owes all that he is to the
publie school system to do everything in his power to pay back that
great debt which he owes to the state which fostersd him in his help-
Jegs childhood,” savs Dr. Christle. “Work on the school board offers
a man pleasing ns well as a useful field for his energies and enables
him to take that part in the government which makes him a valued
member of the community. [ am deeply Interested (o the publie
school system in all Its workings and It s one of the most pleasant
reflections of my life that I have devoted so much time to it for so

Without a single cent In view!

I coms to sing In pralse of him

Whese soul is fat, whese purse is slim;
Whose eyesight's keen, whose foresight's dim.
For, caring naught fer fame or pell,

While there's a crust upon the shelf

He works for fun and boards himself,

“During the fifteen years that I practiced im Creston I pursusd my

many years."

commissien,

Eminent as a Mason

During nearly all of his adult life Dr. Christle has been a mem-
ber of the Masonfo fraternity. He has taken evory dogree from the

lowest to the highest He has beon master In tho hlue lodge. high
priest In the chapter and eminent commander (n the commoandery
besides being prelate in the commandery.
Dr. and Mrs. Christle had five chiidren. four of whom are living.
The oldeat, Charles Dana Christle, was killed b» being run ovor by a
traju in Creston, Ia.. when he was 8 vears of aar Dr. Bartrn W
Christie, a graduata of the State university and the Omaha Medica)
‘ oollege, is now in actlve practice in Omaha: Ralph Conklin Charistle,
also a graduate of the State university and now a student in the

Omaha Medieal college. The only daughter is Mra Lee Kenaard,
with whom Dr. Christie Is now making his home
{s a graduate of the Omaha High school and is employed at present
by the Union Pacific railroad at Poeatello, 1daho.

In the organlized bodles of his profession Dr. Christle has rlways
held a high position. He was president of the Omaha Medical so-
clety and occupled other positions In the state organization.

For nearly twenty years he held the responsible chair of mataria
medica and therapeutics in the old Omaha Medical college, which
position he rexigned in 1907 on account of [1l-health.

While in Rush Medical college Dr. Christie was a close {riend of
Dr. H. J. Winnett of Linceln, now & meémber of the State Railway

Willlam Christle

“Together we burned the midnight ofl often,"” says Dr. Christle.

“He was a really hard-working student
plicatien to the subject In hand and those powers were largely what
made him the successful man he is today."

Dr. Everett of Lincoln was also a college mate of Dr. Christie In

Rush college,

He had great powers of ap-

Retired from active practice, Dr. Christie stil] takes a prominent
and vigorous part in those unsalfish pursuits which he considers it
his duty as a good citizen to follow.

Dn’ uee liefs Mafk Them Apart in World

UAINTLY garbed members of the Church
of the Brethren frem all their settle-
ments threughout the United States
wiil go to Des Molnes, la., early io
June to attemd the annusl conferemoce

of the sect. This assemblage, always an eccasion
unigune among religious gatherings, will be es-
pecially Interesting this year because it will com-
memorats the 300th anntversary of the denomina-
tion. During the sessions, continuing from June
3 to June 11, the foremost elders of these "plain
people™ will tall anew the story of how eight
sarnest students of the Bible, under the leader-
ship of Alexander Mack, were accustomed to meet
together In Schwarsenau, Germany, for worship in
1708; how they differed from the established re-
ligions relstive to the mode of baptism, and in
spite of hardships and persecutions persisted in
teaching the necessity of baptism by Immersion in
& running stream; how they were called "Dunk-
érs""—a German word meaning “dippers’—be-
cause of their way of baptism; hew Mack was
made thelr bishop and how nearly all of them
emigrated to Pennsylvania early In the ninetesnth
century.

Of the members of the church in America at
the present time more than bailf still dwell in
Pennsylvania, mostly In the fertlle agricultural
districts of the interior. In Germaniown, now a
fashionable suburb of Philadelphia, where thelr
first church stil]l stands and where Bishop Mack ia
buried, there is only a small congregation. From
time to time colonles have been tranaplanted to
the western stataa )

Plain Life is Theirs

Belng an agricultural people and living in iso-
lated communities, they bhave malntained many of
the peculiar customs of two centuries ago. They
insist upon the utmost plalnness in dress, jewelry,
ribbons, meckties snd all manner of adernment
being considered an abomination. Like the
Quakers, they refuse to sanction warfare, oaths,
lawsuits or & paild clergy. The ministers are
chosen from the congregations and continue their
previous employment after ordination.

The Dunker men never wear a mustache. Full
beards are common, but the upper lp is always
clean shaven. This is necessary because of the
custom of exchanging the “kiss of charity” at their
religious services.

Thelr mesting houses are almost us devold of
orpament as their barns. Indesd, there are
branches of the church that beligve barms good

enough to serve the purpose of churches, and their
rellgious services are held on the spacious thresh-
ing floor. Ordiparily, however, & plaln brick
meeting house is bullt near a river or creek, the
gite being chesen to facllitate baptisms,

The great event of the year in the Dunker con-
gregation is the love feast. This service begins
with feet washing, the members laving one an-
other's feet, each sex for itself, according to what
they bellieve to be the custom authorized by scrip-
ture. A meal follows, lamb or mutton stew usu-
ally being the prineipal dish., The religious kiss
is then exchanged, the elder who presides kissing
the older men and he In turn his neighbor, until
the kis= has made the round of the men. The
last member returas to the elder and kisses him.
In the same way the women also kisa, but the
elder In starting the ceramony merely shakes
hands with one of the r;ldo.-r sisters. The men and
the women sit separately at all services. After
the feast an exhortation (s dellvered and then
communion is administersd.

Long in America

The Dunkers and the Mennonites are the two
principal sects among the German “‘plain people™
who settled In America. In mode of worship and
life they differ little, the principsl distinction re-
lating to baptism. The Dunkers require immer-
sion three times In & flowing stream and permit
only adults to be baptized. The Mennonites like-
wise refuse to baptize children, but they belleve
that sprinkiing ia the proper methed of baptism
and that the ceremony may be conducted in &
stream or indoors. This slight difference gave
riso to a notable controversy in Peansylvanis im
the elghteanth cantury. A branch ef the brethren,
adopting monastic customs, established a commuo-
nity at Ephrata, Lancaster county, where the big
cloister butldings still stand. Many learned men
joined this hrotharhead and they feunded s print-
fng press and published some notable worka The
Mennonites of Peansylvania engaged these learned
brethren to transiate amd publish for them Von
Bracht's “"Mirror of Martyrs,” a history of the
martyrdom of the Msanonites issued originally ia
Dutch. The Dunkers printed this work in 1749,
It comprisad 1,200 follv pages and bikliophiles
consider It the most remarkable literary attempt
in Awerica prior to the revolution.

But the brethrea exceeded their instructions
somewhsat by placiug in the book a copperplats
frontispiece showing an allegorical religious scene
in which there was & baptism. This baptism,
morsover, waa represenisd according to the breth-

'

ren’'s methed. When the book came out the Men-
aonites offered vigoresus ebjections to the picture,
and it was therefore removed from most of the
books. The few ia which It remained are treas-
ured today by beek collectors who chance to ob-
taln them,

The attitude of the brethren toward the civil
law eof the land sometimes produces queer com-
plcations. Ia the matter of lawsults they felt
at first that they ceuld not even defend themselves
in court and thus they frequeatly became victims
of Injustice. Now, however, they have come to
understand that they do no wrong if, when at-
tacked, they endeavor to preve the righteousmess
of thelr cause. They will not begin & suit, but If
one of their number is made defendant in legal
proceedings he appears 1o court with his witnesses.
Bhould the decision go agalost him he never ap-
peals to a higher court, for he balieves that would
be engendering litigation.

Bome years age s member of the Church of
the Brethren in the Perkiomen valley was expelled
for some miscenduct He went before s rural
justice of the peace and brought suit agalnst the
elder of the congregation for "‘damages to his
spiritual life” and the justice awarded him $100.
Had the matter been appealed te court the pro-
coedings would undeubtedly have been set aside
because of Irregularity, but the elder declined to
take such a step. As be was unable to pay the
sum awarded, s constable levied upon his property
and sold enough of it to cover the amount of the
judgment. Friends bought the goods and re-
tursed them to the eider.

Obey the Law

Though they refuse to resort to the law, the
Dunkers do not try to evade {ts requirements. One
of the very few instances when a Dunker figured
‘n a criminal case occurred la Montgomery county.
A minister of the sect shot & rabbit en his farm,
and subsequently learsed that the rabblt seasom
bad closed a few days befere. Bo he went to the
nearest justice of the peace, mads Information
against himself for viclating the game laws and
pald the fine.

The peculiar plain garb of the Dunkers has
pecasionally come In conflict with the law. Pean-
sylvania bas & statute forbldding publiec school
teachers to wear any “religious garb.” This was
passed to prevent the employment of sisters of
Roman Catholle orders as teachers in publie
schools. The law, however, affected Dunker
school teachers lu Lancaster, York, Cumberland

and other counties, where this sect forms a large
part of the popuistion, fer the littie white caps
which the women wear were construed to be a
“religious gard.” The members of the Earl town-
ship school beard Im Lancaster county are now
under indictment for vielating this law by permlit-
ting & young woman whe wore the Dunker dresa
to serve as a teacher,

Innovations Not Popular

The Dumker practios of immersion was the
causo of litigation in Froederick, Md. Cold weather
Is pot permitied to imterfere with this ceremony,
and during the winter the ministers not infre-
quently find It mecessary te break the thick ice
that covers thelr baptistries before the immersion
of converts can be conducted. A 17-year-old girl
smployed in the family of & Punker elder nesr
Frederick ambraced the faith and arrangementa
weére made for her immersion in January. Her
parents, who were not members of the church,
feared the plumge in the icy waters would injure
the girl's health and they appealed to the court to
prevent the proposed baptism. The ecourt decided
that as the girl was a minor she was under the
control of her parents. It was finally agreed to
postpone the baptism wuntll the weather was
Warmer.

These various distinguishing tralts producs
topica for discussion at the general comference of
the denomination. In spite of the precautions of
the leaders the young peeple from time to time
se¢k to Introduce lnnevations, and these recelve
careful conalderation at the coaference. The use
of lightaiag rods, telephones and automoblies and
the Insuring of lives and preperty were Jdebated
frequently and at great length, but all were even-
tually approved. Other gquestions pending are
the propriety of organ music at worship and the
payment of salaries to ministers. A few churches
in large towns have sdoptad these daring Inmova.
tions, though they have mot yet been oficially
sanctioned.

The general oonferemes resembles a great
camp meoting. Most of the particplants live in
tents, and the meetings are beld In & temporsry
tabernacle seating thousends Members of the
churches in the vicinlty serve as cooks .and walt-
ers. FPeonsyivania Germana, sven when they have
moved into olher states, are noted for thelr cull-
nary sikll, and therefore the meals constitute one
of the important features of the conference. Pies in
wondroos variety appear on the table three times
& day and it s om record that 10,000 to 12,000
ples are required for every conference meeting



