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OMAHA'S GROWTH OF DECADE

Jwere good enough for the Omaha that was,

“the city are anchored to It by a valuable

NEWS OF THE BUSY HOME BUILDERS

Expansion of Suburbs Beyond the Line
Ten Years Ago.

SOME FEATURES OF CITY'S LIFE

Apartment Mouses that Are Heal
Homes and Homes that Are
Owned by Thelr Oo-
cupants,

“I don't think the people of Omaha
realize how this eity is spreading oul,”
sald a loeal contractor. *1 have compared
o map of the eity of ten years ago with
the lateat map, and the latter ls twice tha
pime of the former. Additlons have been
made to the city on all sldes and the mag-
nitieent possibilities of the country with
which Omaha s surrounded are belng
brought out In a wonderful dogree. People
hero do not reallae how beautiful the sur-
rounding country s It must be remem-
bered that practically nothing has been
done to enhance the beauty of nature in
fty wild state. With anyihing like the at-
tention given to properties In the suburbe
of some of the big eastorn cltios, Owmahna
siburban property would bloom inta the
most charming pleture of verdure. And
flowers and shrubs belng added with the
proper proportion of treea of the proper
sort, thore would be nothing more beautl-
ful than the suburbs of Omaha with the
salubrious cllmate thrown in, as It were,
as a premium or trading stampe. I firmly
belleve that the future of Omaha stuburbs
8 & mont brilliant one. A# the people grow
to a stage where they can ceass to struggle
for the necomsities and take on that dig-
nifled state which Is nssociated with the
old famillea of the east and of forelgn
countries there will be some magnificont
subiurban residences here asm there are In
other clllen. Buburban proporty will rise
In value as surely us the sun rises In the
heavons.™

—i

The growth of Omaha has Deen so rapid
that It would be almost toa much to expeot
publio Improvements to keep pace with that
growih, Cily life educates people to a
desire for all the comforts and convenlences
possible. These comforts and conveniences,
boecauss of thelr being such, become a busi-
nesp noecesaity and it {8 Interesiing to note
that In Omaha action Is being taken against
the shacks, the derellet bulldings which

but are entirely out of keeping in the new
Omaha (hat Is to be, the city beautiful
that s becoming dally more and more a
fact with the ropld addition of beautiful,
costly and tasty homes in all parts of the
municipality.

Of course, It Is axlomatic that permanent

and gightly improvemenis enhance the
value of property. A well paved streot, a
beautiful churoh, a handsome business

block make a street more attractive and
therefore more valuable. Hence people are
altracted to It, the neighborhood grows,
the stores In the vicluity do more business
and hence their sitea are more valuablo.
It W an endlesn chain of excellencs which
bullds a beautiful city, a handsome example
of good begetting good.
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Two magnificent new apartment houses
in Omaha urc nearly ready for ocoupancy,
One is the handsome sister house to tlie
Majestlc on Bherman avenue, The olther
I8 the sister house o the Hamilton apart-
ments, Twenty-fourth and Farnam streets,
Both are distinotive, or, rather, charactor-
istic, of construction of thils nature in
Omaha. In castern cltles goople live In
houses  which abut groedily upon the
uklowalk and snuggle up close to each
other, leaving only niarrow, covered alley-
waya Lo get to the rear of the flat. In
some dlstricts even tlits alleyway s cut
out, and entrance to the rear can be we-
cured only via the alley. No bit of Breeny
s present to relleve the hest of summer
or Lo give sign thut nature s still allve in
the dead of winter.

Noto _the difforence bolween these drear
abodes and the new apartment houses in
Omaba. They are bullt upon broad and
beautitul linem. They are provided with
broad and liberal porches and they face
upon lberal expanses of greensward, where
stately trees rustle thelr leaves o the
breeze. where Lhe cheery sound of the
lawnmower s heard In the summer and
where In the winter the trees, shrubs and
grass aro still visible and give assurance
that they are not dead, but only asliep.
While such structures wre srected the
beauty of the Omaha of the future Is as-
sured.
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M I stated by a real sstate man of
Omaha that 8 per cont of Omaha homes
are owWnoed by thomse oecupying them. It s
& fuot that In 1900 the United Stales con-
sus showed that only 28 per cent of Otahn
homes were owned by their occupants. It
81 ‘per cent ts the proper proportlon of
those owning thelr own homes, It 1s & won-
gerful showing for the people of Omahn
and a showing that con be equaled by
hardly another city In this ecountry. A
powerful campuign has been waged during
the last ten years by bullding sssociations
and by bullders and real estate (lrms in
ergcting homes and selling them on (he
nstallment plan, whille the people of tlits
thriving city bave altalned w that am-
bitlous sphere where they seek (o own
tholr homes and take a pride In saving and
paylog for them. The folly of paying rent
has been drilled Intoe most of (he prophe
and the result s the large proportion of
home owners. Nothlng could be a firmer
foundation for real estate values than the
fact that nearly half of the inhahliants of

plece of property,
Good I“nllt in Nevied.

It you want a good job of palnting you
must have good paint. Even good palnt
Wil not apply itself. The bewt patnt ever
rnde will blister, pool, flake, chalk and
give You wull sgrts of trouble If It s not
properly used. The principal causes of
troubls are due to dampness, molsiure, had
lumber, applying patnt too thick, poor oll,
bad primer, hurrying the work, bad con-
dition of old paint on ol work and poor
workmanahip,

The Great Red Plague -

The country has grown to the peint
whare everyihing about it s big: Ita com-
meres, Its producta, yes, even s crimes
are colossal. Presumably to keep things
harmonic wa permit our flre wasts, our
national ash heap, to also bs mammoth,
InvMentally Toning sight of the fact, how-
ever, that It Is, at the same time, dlotic.
Our burnt &fferinga, our national ash pile,
could be well ba caled a tribule to tha
“merciless stopldity of the most enlight-
ened nation on earth!™

The stranges thing about 1t all 18 that so
much s #aM in the dally and periodie
press about 1ifé Insurance abuses, the plc-
cadilloss or more perlous offenses of state
and municipal grafters and all that sort
of thing, indesd a wave of reform has
muade [teelf felt the country over, but o
far lttle or nothing has been done to re-
form one of the groatest abusen, the cost-
Mest and most murderous of municipal s
from which wea suffer—fire. True, milllons
are spent In actually fighting flre, but &
minute's thought s suffliclent to convinee
any one that an attempt at curs is futlle.
Preventlve measures can bo the only solu-
tion of ths matter,

A normal year's lonmes (and, by the way,
there are mighty few normal years, what
with Baltimore In 18 and Ban Francisco
In 1906) mean FOO000,000 In smoke. At Jeast
another $150,000,000 {8 spent in alleged fire
protection, fire departments, high pressure
water plants, e, beyond which we ex-
pend another MO0 In attempling to
get pome Eolace via the fire insurance
route. The sum of thoss figures represent
our annunl normal cost of fire. In 1906 a
phenomenally prosperous and busy year
in bullding, we did in actual construction
and repairs of bulldings, $525,000,000, What
think you of a natlon that wastes as muoch
as It produces? We burn up more prop-
erty than a half domen first-cla=s nations
put together, Just fire, eliminating insur-
ance, protection and everything olye,
merely smoke, costa us over § per capita
a year; the avernge of all Europe Is lcas
than 33 centa per capita!

Incldentally we have destroyed over 6,00
human lHvea by fire in one year's thme.

But all this is n normal year's record.
Bee what we did In 198 At no time or
place on earth has there been so much
bullding done. We passed the $500,000,000
mark in construction that year, but what
with San Iranclsco and our “‘regular
firée” we also destroyed over $500,000,000
worth of property! The cost of our alleged
fire protection has also increased and we
have gambled with the Insurance com-
panies in still heavier amounts than usual,
8o that our total expenditure for flre must
be away in excess of §100,000,000. Tt indeed
i & cancer eating at the very vitals of our
sconomic structire, o Jdevastating plague.
The apotheonis of folly!

Few people reallse the degree In which
gambling penetrates tho business fabrio.
We doe the work of the gumbling bug, but
gccept It as a matter of course. Rather
than bulld a lttle better and thus avold
fire, wo have bullt, to uss a mild term,
“pottenly,” but have sought “‘protection™
from the gentlemen who, banded together
in that legitimate spoliation, under the
name of fire Insurance, have graclously
condercended to sit In the gamo with us g
and rake in our shekels, We¢ have pald
them in premiums since 1860, $3.622.000,00,
or, just in the last ten years, §1,610,556.000,
In 1908 we carrled Into the ‘‘houss" over
51906,000,000 In premiums and got back In
salve for our lomses o trifle over $55,000,000,
Ss¢ how far that solace goes. Take Ban
Francieco as an example; over $300,000,000
went up in smoke there, Tho loss In busi-
ness to the city and to the aountry gen-,
erglly ne o result of that fire very nearly
reached $,000000,000; it Is costing fully $12.-
000,00 to clear mway the debrls and K0,
000,000, mt least, and twenly years” tine
will be expended to repair the damage.
Meanwhile the Insurance companies have
figured thelr losses and find thrt they owe
Han Francisco §132,000,000. Burcly It was a

most unprofitabla gamble for Ban Fran-
cisco.

Yot the fnsurance companiea wrols a
very low rate on fan Frascisco booause,
formooth, of Ma excellent fire department
Poople gauged the requirements of con-
slruction thersby and bullt just as shoddlly
as Inurance rogulationas would permitl. They
and the people of the country at large
have virtually been seduoesd into combusti-
ble, shoddy construction of bulldings under
falne prefenses made by the nonprohibitive
rate of the fire Insurance companics,

Wood has been nnother ocurse of the
country. It is almost a blessing In disguire
that our forest are wall nigh devasiated
by our extravagant ruthiosaness, because
éven to the most obtuse It must be evi-
dent that the use of wood Ila no longer
economy. A bullding of steel frame and
hollow fireproofing ills, or of structdral
reinforeed concrete protected from flre by
tile, costs but a fraction over 10 per cent
In first cost than does the usunl frame of
wond with wooden jolsts and studs.  The
Hfe of puch framing Ik Infinktaly longer than
the old wood wffalr, the cost of mainte-
nance s loss, #o is tha Insurance rale, and,
all in all, In A very few years' time, good
construction mnot only means safetly, but
an actunl economy. The onclosing of
stalrwayas and clevator wells, the protecs
tlon of windowns and skylights with wired
glnas, the making of a bullding flreproof In
design costs nothing more In money than
the cheap firetraps, but Is merely the ex-
penditure of a little Intelligence on the
part of the architects,

Milllons are spent yearly In handling this
plague, but only hundredn are doled out
in steps to prevent Ita outbreak.

Looked at falrly, says the Ameriean
Architect, the leading architectural Journasl
of the country, it I the community at
large that Is the oulprit, since it “suffers™
firea to take place, when [t really has the
power to prevent them, It looks calmly
on at the expenditure of milllons annually,
milllons that come out of Its own pockets,
for the maintenance of Imperfoectly ef-
foctive fire departmants, and yet, If but
half of the money spent in this way had
been used In the difference of cost between
combustible and Incombustible construc-
tion, the greater part of our cities would
now be Indestructiblae

It has been the assumption that a real
oftate Improver, s a sane buslness man,
rbould be able to percelve how much 1t
wns to hin own ultimate advantage to
il an Indestructible bullding. The true
theory 18 that incombustible bulldings must
boe bullt. It is really immaterial to the tax-
payer whether an Indlvidual olects to let
his building be destroyed by fire, but It s
of very real interest to the publle thut the
ltvea and property of other poeople ahaill
not be jeopardized and destroyed at the
samo time, It Is desirable to substitute
unburnable for burnable bulldings with the
shortest delay possible, since a conflagra-
tion may occur any
can bo better accomplished by
than by compulsion,

The one thing for our munleipalities to do
is to arrange the taxation of property In
gocordance with the latter's permanency
and Indestructibility. A fixed rate on
ground vaiues and a sliding rate on bulld-
ings, the minimum on fircproof bulldings
and the maximam on firetfaps would be
perfectly equitabla to all. It would put
the burden of paying for the maintenance
of fire departments upon those who needed
the service., and woull mean & Jessened
lond of tax on those who are public splrited
os well as businessiike enough to bulld so
a8 to not require such service. It Is the
one sane municipal solution of the problem,
the one way of extraoting ourseives from
under the roke of the Insurance companies;
tho surest means of stopping (he ravages
of the great red plague—fire—¥F, W, Fitz-
patrick, consulting architect and executive
officer of the Internstional Boclety of
Municipal Bullding Commlssioners, Wash-
ington, D. C.

coaxing

him that the exchange W very much In
favor of studying cacefully the needed
changes In the charter, and that they
should be on & broad basis, looking caro-
fully to the future Interestsa of the oty
and agreeing with the counciiman from
the Bixth ward that great care sliould be
taken to avold nanything creeping Into
amendments which will give the large In-
dividual and corporals Interests auy ad-
vantage over the taxpayers, Just what
charges will be proposed Is a maiter of
conjecture, The exclhiange has no suggoes-
tiona to make at this time, but it & the
supposition that a citizen's commitice will
be able o polnt out somé radical changes
and recommend thut they be made next
Year,

A earoful estimate of the amount of
property for rent in Omaha, made from

the lsts of dealers and agents, shows that
some of the largest agencles have from
@ to ® per cent of the normal number of
housss on thelr lista at this time. One
dealer who averaged thirty to forty houses
in good times, has but elghtesn houses on
the lists at present. Another has but fif-
teen houses and four fiats when the Mts

are normally fifty. Tiis (s found to be
the generad condition In olher offices
One dealor, who has had as high as 15

houses on his list, now has less than a
peore, In apite of the faot that many new
homes nre belng evected, It Is shown from
this condition that the Investor is not ‘n
perious danger of having property Mils, and
not drawing interest, If he is contented
with reasonable interest and kKeops the
hittse In good repalr. As a resull of ths
demand for housea ageonta are oxtremely
careful In nnking leases Wl good prop
erty s seldom rented o poor tennnts
“It s really only & matier of gelling
your algn up on & good lot to sell 15" sald
F. ). Wead. “Inquirles are numercas and
1 huve found recently that sales are much
eanier than for many years « Every owner

TIMELY REAL ESTATE GOSSIP

Contemplated Changos in Clly Char-

ter Alveady 8 Taple
for Debate,
T— ]
T formulats & policy for the nesded |

changea to be made In the gity
of Omaha by the next sesslon of the Ne-
braska legislature, Counellman W. 8.
Sheldon has suggested to the Omaha Real
Entate sxchange that a citizen's coranittes
be asppointed. which will consist of two
members lof the exchange., two moembers
of the Commercial club, two from the
ity ovuncl! and one fram the Pederation
of Improvement Clubs. The letier from
Councilman Sheldon met with favor when
it wos communiested o members of the
exchange, and President Graham has an-
wounced that he wili app twao bers
of the mxchange, whila Becretnry Harry
Tukey bas writien to Mr. Bheldon, telling

charter |

#

We make no charge for estimatos.
and our salecznan will call

Weo rent tents, camp
cauvas and ocamnoples. We, build porta

iith and Harney Sts.

Awnings and Tents

Have us make awniuge for your home
and XEEF QOOL. Thay are insxpenwive,
Phone

outfits, porch

huuse Souts, camp a~d poicl fussliuse,

Omaha Tent and Awning Co.

of Ingide proparly haas reason to feel cheer-
ful as increases In value meem certain.
There are many buyers looking for prop-
oriy—some of them for very expensive
property at that., Within the past week I
know of Inguiries for Inside residence prop-
erty In which Investors and homeseckers
proposed to buy property costing from
$25,000 to $100,000. The sale of propecty fur-
ther out Ia none the lesas active by reason
of the good prices belng offered for down
town property.’”

The HRalston Townsite company has set
next week as the time for those who have
contracted for lots In Ralston to select the
property. As the contracts were algned
they were numbered and the selection will
be made In the order received, As there
are thirty-three blocks platied for real-
dence lots, 1t will not be Alfficult for the
buyers to find desirable lota. Ten blocks
have been platted for business lols and
some will prefer them to the lote “In the
woods," or Lhose covered wilth wvaluable
walnul lrees

ﬁmu- subacriplion b Bhe Joprnal

L som gept ae before June 1,

FheErk |llu.xl’ nis of any
braied Beach wif Uwliangen

¥ mew diwwu by abis wicii-

:;“ i-.‘ narnabeed abeolitaly ootrael,. This sosalng free

o io pmsible becsiive wa pred the plaas In lasge
m&un-dhul:h [Inil’ldur:‘:r" . o

Jouroal of Moderu Construction,

Bt wmmber contalig compiets il utrsiod ) [t 2%
Heal melern hommes gid l’.Jlu :‘tﬁ‘h‘m::--! :1-‘1 ‘:"-r.:l Ao
- Dharsibe pnn phans au \um Wil i e,

?oumulmnrn Bt & yens with
Libaw mnlui prms I u“.m “ o8 lul.ndun Ilustrated
le of 49 Cottages and Pargalows, FLI0 Bl slone. 29

MAX L. KEITH, 0% Lomber Ex.. Min . Miaa.
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BEAUTIFY YOUR LAWN i

apd Arbors for

ERE ST
CHAMPION FENCE COMPANY

GIT1s Souih 105 Btreet

Telepbones Doug. 1580
Ind. Alss0.

Y .

THE OHA‘HA SU'ND.\Y BEE:

dny, and the proccss |
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MILLER, STEWART«BEATON

Summer Furniture for the Cotlage--the Bungalow, Porch and the Lawn

24,

413-15-17 South 16th Street,

Is one of the most important features of our great business, as people have come to appreciate more and more the keen pleas-
ure of open air life in summer, the need of FURNITURE that accords with rusticsimplicity and comfort, yet it is artistic in line,
has grown until practically every house holder is interested. Our prices will be found extremely moderate and in the range

that will enable any one to furnish their home according to their taste. There is a great variety of pieces in about every
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Porch Rocker—Ildke cut, tipished
in natural finish with wide arms,
diamond reed back, price
$2.25; ladles’ slze Z-IS

Rocker—Like Cut,
and back, cloge woven, with
brace arm, gent's size

$3.60; ludles’ size..... 2-65

Same style rocker, no arms §2.40

full reed seat

!_',FI",'_.JJ'. L

full reed,

9.75

Arm Chair—Like cut,
finely finished,
shelaced, price ...oveue

Dining Room Domes
Chandeliers
Chain Hanging Pieces

Real Brass, Not, Plated

sort of material of which summer furniture is made, fibre
rush, crex weathered oak, fummed oak, forest green finish,
reed and rattan. - We show hundreds of beautiful pieces for
summer use—Rockers, Chairs, Tablez, Couches, BSettees,
Child’s Rocker, Swings, Double Rockers, Stools.
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Large docker—Llike cut,
soat and back, wide

full reed

2.75

DOUBLE ROCKER—LIike eut, full reed seat and arms, price ..........
back, light finish, price §5.75—
Bettee of same quality., . ... 3 VN E 5-50

—

Forest green Tahourette ............... veon DB
Foreat groon TRDIS! «.. s oivceovmaonvasbyngcwmush :O
Forest green Chair ..... P avewa v ey 5N Lk T
Fumed Oak Table .......oovvviennneinne.... 87

Fomed Oak ChBIr . o« s anvbesuses v
Fumed Oak Arm Chair .......co00viiivenas R
Kaiki Hammock Swing w1th mattrosq

Swings, all sizes and colors, price from $7.50 to

PORCH RUGS

'_\In()t]j Porch l‘hl,_,. By ok W e —— TR H0
:\I('u_ul.i Porch {Il;,. BET iga iy e v A .?g.
Moodj Porch Rug, 6x9 ... .....c.cvvvvvvnn... 810,
’\]dudi Porch l{ug‘. 1- U‘cll] G — oW g 5
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Arm Chmr—Like cul, made very

gubstantial, full reed seat, 2 ls

SHIRT WAIST BOXES
Before placing your order for a Shirt Waist Box see
our new stock, it will pay you.

GAS RANGES _
When down town call and see the New Vulcan Gas
Ranges, the kind that saves GAS. We are exclusive Omaha
agents. Prices up from $12.00.

CUT DOWN YOUR ICE BILLS

BUY A LEONARD REFRIGERATOR.

You buy a Refrigerator once in a life time, you buy ice
every day. The walls of the Leonard Refrigerators are
scientifically built so that they will keep the cold air in and
the hot air out; they, therefore, use much less ice than others
and soon pay for themselves, besides keeping all provisions
pure and in fresh condition.

We sell them; pricesup from .....................$6.00

I
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Rocker—Like cut, full reed seat
and close woven back, natural

finish, price $3.75, 2 25

ladies' size, same style .

$20 Seulh 161

GUALITY ALL THE TiMmE

AMERICAN  ELECTRIC

COMPANY
“The Fixture Houase"

St

Everyone has, who has seat their Silvers
ware, Chafing Dishes, Candlesticks, Brass
Beds, and in fact anything made of
metal, whether solid or plated, to
be repaired and refinished by the

Tel D151

BARRET'S SPECIFICATION ROOFS

PPitch and graved roofs put on according to this
specification have weathered storms for tw cut\' years

without any cost of repairs.

tion in applying this character of roofing.

SUNDERLAND ROOFING AND SUPPLY CO,
Phones: Bell. D, 871; Ind, A1225,

1006-8-10 Douglas St.

.

Gold Silver and Nickle

AN

Let us rvoplate and repair your old
maetalic articles We make them good
as now atl & small cost.

HMAHAPLATINE [ﬂ.

1598 1220 llarney Sl.;,""-'i‘",g»,;l

FENCES

IRON-WIRE
Choaper than woel
ANCHOR FENCE MFG. CO

MY WORTH 17THE STREET
Fhone Bed Eld

OMAHA SILVER CO., Inc.

Kemper, Hemphill € Buckingham

qugy e

s e PLATING

South Farnam s

Theres a best ||| For the baker and
in everything \ | || candy maker

A scuttle of coal
adayisaton ina
month, You R
save much coal, §
cozily warm your |
home and do away ‘with
ash-dirt and

We use this specifica-

i

Bakers and confectioners find no method of
supplying power to their mixing, kneading and
stamping machinery, or desirable, as
the electric motor. Each machine can be directly
conneeted to motor. This does away with all dirt
eollecting belts and line shaft and gives yon power

go cleanly,

drudgery by |/ when and where you want it, night or day,
u“srlng HU’I |
AT E -
SYSTE M | Omaha Electric
g ||| Light& PowerCo.

Toear Bollers and
AsmupiCan Hadiatars

Tel. Doug. 1062
Y. M. C. A. Bullding.

JUSEFH P ATI\'. K.

Fhoue B
1918 Bo. lein Dnala.




