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Adding of Oklahoma’s Star Inaugurates Busy Season for

EW YORK, April 4—~The nAvY'a
biggest flag-making establieh-
ment ocouples & long, wide loft
in the bdureant of egulpment
buiiding in the Brooklyn navy
yard, quite ouk of Eight and ao-

(s 10 the casual Sislioe, Here somes fifty
Wiilled needls wometh MBB & number of
men ars employed,

It is & partioularty Sumy piace at present.
In addition to the poutine work of turning
Out the regulation outfits of Nags for the
hattleships and other war vessels it 5 now
cngaged In the task of providing sets of
ihe national enslgn for use after July 4
fext, when Oklahoma will be sdmittsd ss
& stute of the unfon. That event makes |t
Fncassary to add another star to the Amer.
ican MNag, the forty-nixth.

The flag makers have just passed through
AR extra busy season. Then they weare en-
gnged In compleiing the mipplies of forelgn
fiagn which the battle fleat will need in Its
vorage around the world. This was
F0od deal of & job. bocause wome of (he
forelgn flags are fantastio (n (helr Honigns
and require a good dAeal of time to mak:
Thess flags are nesdnd for mluting on .-
tering harbors of other natlons Aand foy
almllar purposes,
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CHINAS DRAGCO

1o wupply onval vessels with their full
Motk of foraign fings and the varions sig.
nal and maluting flags It I8 neccrsary to
run the fag-making plant at nearly full
biast all the year around. On entering the

. hpaclous loft one soss rows of bright bunt-

ing hesped up walting to be out, while lines
of electirically driven sewing machines, with
wWomen operators, are recling off and put-
ting the finlshing touches to American and
forelgn ensigne of many different hues and
palterns.

A good {dea of the number of flags that
must be carried by a single ship can be
gathered from o large plle, shoulder high
and fifteen feet long, Just finlshed for the
big battleshlp New| Hampsahire, which has
Just beon ordered In commission. About
one-half of the lot ls composed of the for-
olgn flage, enoased In bags. The namas of
tha eountry s stenciled on the boltom of
aach bag. The remainder, including the
fiagn for ordinary use, slgnal sel, the In-
ternational code, ete., are not wrapped up,
but are tled In round bundles and letiorad.

This plle cont S50 and contains 250 Aif-
ferant flags, the regulation number for
battleships to carry for saluting, for sig-
nalling and to meot ull coremoniul and of-
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fiola: requirements while in fordlgm poris

The forelgn complement containg foriy-
threa fluge, each twenly-five fect long
and thirteen feeot wide. Certain of these

contain animal shapes, curlous dewlgns and
marine landsoapes. They are, therefore,
difficult to make and require a long tims
to fininh.

The flag manufacturing establishment
in under the suporvislon of Thomas Maloy,
officlally termed master. flagmaker, and
Miss M. A Woods, quartermaster flag-
maker, Boaldes critloally inspeciing the
finished output |hese officials also test
all the bunting

This comes from Lowell, Muass, in lots of
neveral thousend yarda. Ome day a specl-
men lot ts soaked and washed In sonp and
water, The next day the mame process is
followed with salt water, It Is then ex-
posed to the weather for tem days! during
thirty hours It must he In the bright sun.
This I8 the color and fading test.

The last teet I8 for tenslla strength. For
thir test a sirip two Inches wide of the
warp 1s pliced In the machine and must
withstand a pulling strain of @ pounds,
while two Inches of the filling susiain a
& pound straln.

The plan of & flag s firsl
marked on the floor hy masuns
of chalk lines and melal mark-

ere. From measuremenis taken
from this plan the bunting s
eut off In the proper lengtha,
The plecos are also assembled

on the floor and the first sew-
Ing is wlso done here.

Dally this section of the floor la COVEred
ut all hours with Qifferent fMags while the
men and women cutters are at work. The
final sewing is done on the machine by
the women. Hach machine 18 run by a
small electric motor.

Some of the women excel in sawing on
the stars, others are skilled in finishing
certiin other parts of the flag. Nearly all
have bean many years In the satablishment
The pay runs from $1.5 to $2 a day.

The thousands of ‘white sitara used on the

" Tlags are cut out by machines sspecially

devised for this purpose and operated by
electricity. Only a few years ago the stars
wore cut out by hand. Now a plunger,
fittod with steel knives of the shipe and
#ize of the star wanted, cuts out with a
single down stroke from fifty to ome hun-
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dred stars. Preasing the foot on a pedal
operates Lhe machine

Someé elght difterent siges of stars are
used, each having a special cutting dle.
Two men sew the flax ravens, the heading
and tho wooden toggles on the finished
flugn. Afterward the heading s stamped
with the name of the ensign and date of
contract,

The largest flag made s the TUnited
Btates ensign No. 1, which is 36 fest long
by 19 feet wide, and costs 40 to turn out,
Tha Presldent's flag requires the longest
time of any to make, It takes one woman
a whole month to finlah It.

It sists of & bilue ground with the coat
of arms of the United States In the cen-
ter. The life sime eagle, with long, out-
stretched wings, and olther emblems are all
hand embroidered and Involve much patiant
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work. The flag 18 made in two slaen,
ten feet by fourteen leet and three
feat by fiv: feet. The embrofdery mik
used on this and other deslgns cosis
% a pound.
The forelgn Clags ure the most showy
and difficult to male, This Is notably true
of the fMage of the Central and Bouth Amoer-
fean republies, two of the most tedious
being those of Balvador and Costa Rica.
The former has for n centerploce a land-
soape showing & voleano in eruption and
a rising sun, set In & dealgn of draped ban-
nars, cactus branches, cornucopins, etc.,
In the ground of a rayed diamond, with the
date of the Independence of the natlon in-
scribed at the top.

Costa Rica has two ships In full sall’ on
each side of a dividing chain of mountains
rising from the sea, with the morning sun
just eppearing In the back groumd. The
whole is surrounded with draped flags
with siaffs, surmounted spears, battleaxes,
pwords, trumpels, etc. There are from 100

to 20 different ensigns, all of which are
pationtly sewed on by hand.

A separate corps of hand embrolderers
do nothing but this kind of work, and It
ocouples one woman sixteen days to com-
nlote Salvador design. The “cost of
making the Costa Rica fing Is $46, that of
Bulvador, 36250, the latier being the mmost
expensive forelgn emblems made. The flng
of Slam, containing the big white elephant,
costs $38

Another record breaker in point of trouble
to make Is the dragon flag in China. The
dragon is the prominent feature of the Chi-
posa standard, and its fantastic scaled hody,
with clawa and open mouth, I8 worked out
on a yellow ground in blue, green and
whits, Ovar 200 separate pleces form the
gratesque figure, which s ten feel long.
From twelve to fourteen days are taken to
finish the flag, which ocosats LTS The
cheapent forelgn flag made is the Moorish,
which costs $21

Kach ahip is entitled to & new supply of

the

fiage every thres yeara, though some fiags
wear out In less time.

The bureau of equipment has Just de-
wigned soms twenty-five new sigoal flags
which have been added to the naval code of
signals,

One of the mest important changes of
108 18 the addition of OKishoma's star,
making the forty-sixth to be placed on the
national flag. Instead of the presant ar-
rangemant In which the six rows alternate
with elght and seven stars the new Unilted
Btates flag will have the stars arranged In
this manner: Top row, aight stars; second
row, seven; third row, esight; fourth row,
elght; fifth row, seven; sixth row, sight.

One expert needlowoman 1is seleoted fur
placing and basting on the stars; then they
are finally stitebed by the machine epera-
Lors.

Over 10,0/ finga were turned out in the
Inst year, which required some 160,000 yurds
of bunting in thelr manufacturs,’ while the
needlowomen netted over KL for thelr
akill and labor.

About the

(Copyright, 198 by Frank G. Carpenter.)
AMPALA, Ugandas.—(Bpacial Cor-
regpondence of The Hee.)—
Away off hore In the heart of
the durk continent, within o
few hundred milea of the head-
walors of the Kongo, and right
At the mource of the Nile, l= » nation of
semi-clvillsed Africans who sre elad all
In bark. I have just left the Kavirondo, on
the other side of Victoris Nyanss. They
B0 stark-naked, and are not ashamaed,
These people ure tully clad, and they cons
Bider all axposure of the person Indecent,
A married woman whoe would go about
woaring oply the girdle of beuwds und the
aliort fiber tall which constitutes full dress
sbout Port Florence would be arrested In
Kampala, and the Uganda man who would
Strut around with only a lttle apron of
#kin Ued to his walst at the back, would
be drummod out of the country,

The Bagands, as theso people are called,
Are & mation of prudes. This s 80 cape
clally as far as the men are copeerned.
Everyons of Lhem, when not working. I
clothed In long flowing garments from his
Bead 10 hia fool: and In the time of tha
Inst kiog the man who showed & bit of bare
Jog In his majesty's premence wis (nslanily
punished. 1 have told you how the old
bllnd muslcian of the present king lost his

“ayes by allowing & princess 1o see him In

swimming. "Thin was at command of
old King Mutesa, and that notwithatand-
ing be koplt a large corps of nute girls
About his palace to wet go Nis valets. Now-
aduys the Uganda women are almost as
much ¢la@ as the men, and it is only when
out working In the field that they may
oogasicnally be seen hare L0 the walst

ihe

Unuu—?n Nark.

There are ahout 100G negroes in
Guorgia, and that ja just the number of
ihese seml-clivilleod Dagunds. If you could
eollect all cour Geargia colored populetion
together and dreas them in burk, having
an occasional oha ciad In sheets of white
oolton, you would have something lke the
nition here sl the source of the Nilg. The
people are Banlu negroes. They are, if
anyihing. beiter looking than our colored
people, and are far more ntelligent than
the negross aboutl the Oulf of Guinea, from
whers tha greater portion of our slaves
came. Thelr bark clothling s made In the
alaipe of greal aheeta of Lhe mize of a bed
auilt, and It I» wrapped about the body,
sxtending In the cass of the men from the
negk to the feot, and with the women from
under the arms well down to the ankisa,
The Baganda man begine dresaing by
winding a strip of bark oloih about his
higs and passing It between his legs and
fastening it at the walst. After ihis he
Puts on his large shesi. which he fustens
arcund his shoulders and often ties In at
the walst. It ts cnly wheu at hard labor
that any other part of his body Is bare.
When working his lower legs often show.

# women 0 not seem 10 regurd Lhe
~iposute of thelr persan above the walat

& ndeoent, although they are usually ciad

Baganda

from the armpits to ankles. [ am told that
many of them take off their clothes when
dining inalde the house, in lornder to keep
from solling the, The wotnen 1 see are on
thae whole pretty well clad.

it
Adam and Eve in Ugands.

When Adam and Eve had thelr little
trouble over the appls, and from It, as an
eyeopenoer, clad themmselves In flg leaves,
they sol an exmmple for these people of
Ugunda. Thoe Baganda, however, use the
bark of the fig tree and not the leaf. This
bark clothing s all made of the inalde
skin of a4 specles of fig tree which they
grow In thelr gardens. [ have Just re-
turnsd from a long trip through the coun-
try and have had an opportunity to wee
how the bark Is grown and how it s pre-
pared for clothing.

The ordinsry Uganda family livea In =
thatched hut surrounded by banunu plan-
tations, and these clothing trees ave planted

in among the bananas, They mre Lo be
sean everywhers along the roads Thov
Rrow Lo & helght of from twenly to thiriy
fect and thelr branches begin at about
elght or tem feet from the grotsd Tha

bark is cut In such s way that It comaes
off In sheets. I it s properly stelpped
fromw the tree another cosl will grow, so
that the sam# tree will produce & new crop
of cloth every year. In cutfing thé bark
Eroal care |» taken (o leave a thin (Hm on
the trunk and ws soon a8 the outer bark
Is rwunoved the trunk s wrapped In groen
banana leaves and thase are led lightly
about I with banasa fiber. ! saw the
natives dolng such work in many of the
Hardens on my way across Uganda.

The bark ocomes off In sirips (rom sis
o tén feel long and as wide as the elr-
cumforenca of e tree. These sivips are
sonked for & Hme in watér, untll they biee
come damp and soft. They are then spread

Gut ‘on wkin mats and hamwerod with
mallets. This makes tham thinner wnd
broader They are  also  pulled and
stretehed yntil they fMaally become muoh

ke plegces of cloth (rom half & yard to
A yard wide and of the angih of the eut-
ting. The bark is composed of many fibern,
which cross each other this way and that
Just tke weaving, and when It In dried
R seeins ke A great sheet of woven flhers
It cam now be wsewn togeiher |nto the
bimnkets used as clothing and it can be
painted and decoruled In patierna | have
Bought & number of sheeits of thia stuff,
Thay are of a reddish brown color, of the
same hue us cinbamon or tan bark They
fool just llke woven cloth and ok as
though they might have been felted or
pessed through a loom, The stuff la some-
what thicker than gotton sbheeiing, but B
is as flrm and almost as smooth,

I understund scme af this bark cloth has
been sent to America and Europe and that
it ls uked In Germany for making ladies’
shopping bage and card cases, 85 well 4a
caps, hats and book covers, I was told In
BEntebbe by an explorer thers that be had
afplications for a large amount of it from
eertaln American weaving mills, which
wished to experiment in making velvel of

Who Raise Their C

it. The cloth ecan be trimmed like psllk,
mvelin or velvet, It can be dyed any color
tand It oould be made waterproof. When it
I8 blockod to any form It holds Its shape;
and, when cemented togethor into two
thicknesses, Inld crosswise, It 'isa wvery
strong. It might be used as a matting and
would be decorative as a wall paper. As
It 1s, there I8 practically no market for It
other than that of the nativesa

—_—F—
Ne Fins or Battons.

I wish 1 could show you scame of thesa
Ugandn girls, dressed (n thelr terra cotta
sheele, an 1 seo tham around me. The bark
cloth 1s wrapped tightly about their bodles,
leaving thalr plump arms and shouldars
bare. It s often tied In &t the walst with
s bark cloth sash and is gathersd up at
the front so that a great fold hangs over
apd falls half-way to the knees. [t givas
forth a swighy rustle as the women move,
and I wn twid that they delight in Uis

nolse as our girls delight In the wwish of
their silk petticoats, In such costumes the
bust is entirely covered, and the only weak
point about the dress seams to be that it
has no pins or buttons and that there are
not even shoestrings over the arma to hold
the dress up. The mers knot st the front
adoms by no means safe, and I am in con-
stunt fear that the tle will slip and the
bark oloth drop to the ground. The longer
! stay, however, the less this rlnz holds,
I'he dresges seern to be ue tight as though
glued, and that even on the girls who work
on the road chopping out the weeds with
their little hoes and bending half double
as they do so. 1 have seen Women o
working with little black bables on thelr
bucks, held In by the bark cloth,
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duil of Clothes for Four Cents.
Gpenking of the dress of the Baganda, I
have sald they are all fully clad. This s
80 of both men and women snd of even

small boys. The only exceptions are giris,
up to the agee of A &nd § years. They go
absolutely naked, save that each has o
ring of woven flber or of lwisted banana
stemns as big around as my thumb. This
they wear about the walst. During our
trip yosterday my son Jack mel a girl so
clad and bargained with her for her out-
fit. The little one sold her whole sult of
clothes for 4 cants, stepplng out of her
walst ring and standing there naked while
she handed it to hign snd Ltook the money.
A moment later aha scampered off nlo a
banana patoh and made a pew ring of
banans Tibers to take its place. 1 am told
that the little ones conslder Lthemselves un-
dreswedd when they have not this ring
about thelr walsts; and that if they have
left it off they will run for it and put it on
before they come to mest strangers,

Thin Nttle girl had her hedd shaved close
to the skin. This |ls 80 with both women
and men among the Baganda, Nearly
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othes in Their Own Gardens

every one has a scalp like polished ebony,
although a few allow the hair to grow.
The Bagandn do not wear jewelry and tha
woman d0 not plerae thelr ears nor dis-
figure themselves with scars and wvarious
other mutilations, an 8 common AMONE
most African tribes, Those who wear hnlr
do not load It with grease, and, as u rule,
tha people are noted for their cleanliness
and fondness for bathing.

Bince the country has been openad to
Kuropeans many of the richer natives have
begun to wear cotton, and, strange L0 suy
they prefer American goods to any other.
These goods here go by the nume of Amerl-
canl, This means cotton sheeting, and that
made in the wsual length for one dress,
Both men and womon wear such sheets,
a0 that any large crowd forms & mixture
of whites and tuns. The whites are the

American cottons and the tans are the
bark clotha
e
How the Bagnnda Look,

These nutives of Ugands are fine look-
ing They are shorter than the average
Caucgeiun, the men being not more than
five feel four or five inches tall, and tha
women still less. Both sexes are well
formed, Every one holds hig head up
snd throws back hie shoulders, and =il

are broad-bressted and deop-chowied, This
may come from the hilly nature of the

country and the fact thut Lthe people do
muah walking up and down hill,

The youhge! Womon have  basuting
necks and wrme aond very [(ull breasts
Many of théam are like ebony SLATues,
and almost eveory girl bas a form which
would be coveted by any Amerionn bells
Thelyr erectness of fgure comes argely
from The habit of carryving things on
thelr heads Thin In dope by both men
and wormen, Durtng my trip across the
country | puared nundreda cnrrying
louds in thalt way Men went ulong on
the trot with [lewood, bunches ol
bananas and bLglee of hides balanced on
cushlons of ledaves un thelr crowns I

" Aaw  women carrying gourds of waker
' upon thelr heads, so carefully poised that
the water ald oot spill, although he
gourds were untoched by the hand, Now
and then we passed n girl going along

witk a glass boltle balanced on her pats
and at one place | saw & gung of por-
tears carrging elvphant's tusks In Lhat way,
way,
—
Across Ugnnds in a Jinrikishe,

But et me (el you aboul o Jinrikishs
ride which 1 teok from Entebbe to Kam
pale, the native capital of Upands., En
tebbe s situsted Vicworin Nyansa, 176
miles aoross the lake from Port FVierondy,
and Kampala ‘s about twenty-tlva mil
away back in the hWilis e road beiwess
tha two places has heew ald out and Im
groved by the Pridsh and I s vow
of ihe fine drives of Lthe world The road-
was s sbout thirty feel wide 18 I8 ss hird
as stone and a8 amooth ax 4 foor. Th
grasa and woeds are Rept out of |1 amd
there are ditches at the wide, wilth eul-
verta here and thére to carry eoff the

G

water, The streams are crossed by bridges
and the whole twenty«five miles Is as good
as the beach drive along Rock oreak dn
Washington or any of the roads at Can-
tral park. Indesd, the only native high-
ways that will compare with it are those
of Javs, the labor upon which ia done in
much the game WwWay.
S N—
Land of Good Highways.

Ugands {8 a land of good roada. This
country is about as blg as Kansas and it
has thousands of miles of native roads,
eath ten feet or more In width, This s
different from the other countrise of
Aflrion

The most of the native terrilories are no-
cosdible only by footpaths, which wind in
and out about the trees and around the
stones and loge, permitiing passengers o
travel only singie file and on foot., This I
80 in the mowt of German Easli Africa, In
British East Africa and in the Congo val-
Tey. It waa over such roads that Stanley
went, and Livingstone and the other groat
African explorers made their wny through
such paths.

These rondways are one of the greatest
signe of Ugnnda's civillsation, They go
up hill and down vale, erossing the streams
and swamps on bridges and causeways,

Bluce the British took possession of the
couniry they have improved Lthess native
ronde. They are bullding others and one
can now §w in a Jinrikisha, pulled by na.
tives, from here to Lake Albert, a distance
of about 20 miles. 1 undarstand tHat there
Is even & road to Gondokors, which lea
In the Budian on the othar xide of Uganda

That pluce I the terminus of sienm navi-
satlon om the Nile, so that 1 could go by
Jincikisha f(rom here 0 that polnt and
thence by steamboat and rall to the Med-
iterrancan.

Where Women Waork the Roades.

All Lthe rouwde of this coyniry are kept
up by the patlves under the direction of
thelr chlefs, although budk of the cohlefs

are the British officials, who work through

them, Every person in the country, male
and femals m subject to one month's work
during the yvar as a roud tax. We think
It a beavy burden If we bave o pay for
one day's work om the roads, but hers
every ane s swpposed 0 work & whole
meoth. Eath ¢hief i@ responsible for the
rosds of his lerrilory; and e calls upop

vvory boukoholder for dhe reguisite amount
of labor. The householder ns & rule sees
fhat the most of the work i done by the
women. Thia 1 found to be the
the way from Kotebbe ta Kormpula,
where
pulling

case all
Kvery-
lavte wery girls down ob thelr Knoes
out weeds, or

bounding over apd
amaniling the rowdbed wil) vi-hundled
pative hoes 19 one or 1w e ra man wete
at work, bot as a rale tse rousl labur was
done by barc-shouldored, bare-srimed aud
bare-footed f(emblées <lad v bhark eloth-

Ing Now and then I siopped on the way
to watch them. and ones ook & snap shot
of & shaven hesnded maiden with s native
hos in ber bBand,

FRANK O. CARPENTER.
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