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e Correspondence of The Bee, )—
I .‘l 1 am on & German steamer,
Y of 0,000 tone, salling down the

Red sen. Weo took ship three days ago st

Port Bald, and were efghiteen hours golng

through the BSues canal. We tarried a
while at Bues. and we are now off FPort
‘Budan, where the now rallrond noross
the Nublan desert begins. We are just

opponsite Jeddah, where, according to the

Mohammedans, Mother Bve was buried,
and whore the Pligrims start out over
the desert to MNecca. With the ship's

glasa ona can almost ses the place whers
the greatest grandmother of all mankind
lies. Bhe rests outside the wall In & tomb
00 fest long, and o mosque rises over
her dust. You have heard ths Moham-
medan story of how Adam fell. BEve gave
him the appla, and he ate It, and us a
punishment both he and she were cast
out of the Garden of Bden. As they
dropped o strong west wind was blowing,
and this wafted the falry form of Eve
to Arubla; while Adam, with hisa heavier
welght, foll down In Ceylon, Thare Is &
string of coral keys running from Ceylon
to Hindoostan, which Is still known aas
Adam's bridge, and It was over tham that
he started out on his long hunt for BEve.
It took Nhim 900 yewrs to find her, and
the meeting was somewhore near Mecca.
What bocame of Adam's bones we do not
know, but thesa of Five are supposed to
e at Jeddah.

i
0Ddd Features of the Red Sea.

Jeddah s ‘fust about half way down the
Red pea. It took us thirty-six hours to
oome here, and we shall be fully that long
In steaming to the Stralt of Bab-el-Mande
whore we enter the Indlan ocean. The
pes In mighty small on the map, It looks
ke a scratch between Asxla and Africa;
but the serateh e actually 200 miles wide
in many places and so deep that the most
of the Rlus Ridge mountains could be
dropped down Into it and only thelr higher
peaks would reach the surface. The Red
seA In so long that If |t began at Ireland
and extended westward across the Atlantie
It would go halt way to Canada. 1f it could
be lifted up and lald down upon the United
States, with Suen at Philadalphia, Bab-al-
Mandeb would ba a hundred milea or ss
bayond Omuha, and all the way hetween

would be a sea canal ar wilde from
New York to Washingtan, or wide enough
to acoummaodate all the navies of the world
abreant, and leave a hundved miles or mores
Lo spare,

S —
Hival for the Suex Cnnnl,

This mighly warerwnay narrows aimost

1o a point at each end. Whers U leaves

the Indian ocean it is no wider than the
Engliah ochaanel at Dover, and It Is lost
al the north, In the Sues canal. Btarting
at Bab-el-Mandeb, the coast hroadens out
ard then runs almost stralght to the upper
end, wherea they fork into two gulfs and
Incloge the jower part of the Hinal penin-
suln, These two gulfa are those of Suee
and Akabah. The gulf of Buez s 170 miles
long. and |t has been joined to the Medl-
terranenn by the Sues canal, The gulf ot
Akabah Is 110 miles long. and capitallsts
are now talking of making & canal from
it to the Mediterranean. The Akabah oanal
would be a conmiderabls distance cast of
the Suesz canal, but It would practically
pardllel it. Tt would run through Turkish
territory, and for this reamon it can be
bullt without Infringing on the Bussz cannl
concession, which relates to Hgypt alone.
I am told that & naw cannl would pay
well. That of Suez {8 already overcrowded,
and there is enough business for two,

As to the Red sea ilself, It has deop
water throughoul., Along the maln chan-
nel thera s & full half mile of salt sea
under the ships, and In some places It s
more than a mile and a half deep. The
average depth of the gulf of Bues Is groator
than the height of a twenty-story flat, and
two Washinkton monuments, ons on top
of the other, could be sunken Into the
stralt of Bateel-Mandeb for the deepest
ooean steamer to go over tham.

—_—r—
Hot and Salty,

The Red aea (8 red hot. I have steamed
many miles anlong the equator, but this |s
much hotter. The water here |s shut In
on both eldes by deserts, which furnish
no streams to eool It, and the troplcal sun
benls down from January to Decembaer.
As n result the surface of the wator ls
often 100 degrees above maro, and It forms
a great hot-water plant steaming the air.
The sun's rays are battled up slso by the
deserts, which aclt as a sscond heat radi-
ating plant. Tha result Is that the alr is
often suffocnting and there seems to he
only a waying sheet of blue steel batween
us and the lower reglons Indeed, were |t

not
should

for the slectric fan in my cabln I
be unabla to write, and outside
pon deck we have doubls roofs of can-
vas to temper the rayvs of the sun. Last
night many of the passsngers slept out-
shle thelr cabins on mocount of the heat
We ecat our meals fonned by slectricity,
and yesterday we had & sandstorm, which
coverad our ship with red dust, and even
entered the portholes and got into the beds.
That storm cams from Arabla, and it may
have swallowad up some of the pligrims
now on their way to Mecos

The alr here Is so salty that one oan
nlmost cat egygn without seasoning. The
waler contking so much sall that if 100
pounds of It are bolled down, four pounds
of =alt will be found In the bottom of the
kettle. The evaperation I8 mo great that
were it pot for the Inflow of the Indlan
ovean, the sen would, within less than a
century, go Into the alr and leave In Ita
place one Immense block of sall, In-

deed, theso waters are mors salty than
those of the ocean, and they are mitler
than the Meditarranean and most other
silt seas,
——
Suea In 1807,
I had expectsd to find the Red =os

consts more thickly popuiated. There are
no citles of any nize and very few vil-
lages Tven Bues has only about 18,000

people, and of them not more than §000
are BEuropeans, The town has large dooks,
but its trade s small, and it hxs had

nothing like the growth which man thought
would follow the completion of the canal,
There Is direct rallroad connection with
Calro, and passengers on thelr way home
from Indig stop off thers and Joln their
ghips at Alexandria, or take other steamers
from thut port.

Have you ever heard of the
Kosler? It Is a Red sen port that at ons
thne head a grewt trade. Tt lles on the
west const some distance south of Buew
It was formerly the end of a ecaravan
route from the Nile, and the early Chris-
tiana crossed over that way and took
boats for the Binal peninsula to reach the
mountain where Moses recelved ths com-
mandments.

Egyptian pligrims on their way to Jeddah.

Teday Kosiar s a stopping place for
It usad te ba much more Important In that
respect than now i1t hnd many Inns and
hotel tents outalde, It was well supplied
with dancing girie and the other surround-
Ings of & true pligrimage centar. Then the
Bues canal camoe and killed it. The port

town of

OTRLS OF KASIER.

s now nothing. Its big houses have fallen
to ruins and it has become & village of
one-story hute There are smerald mines
near I, however, and the desert region
about showe evidences of having been once
worked for gold.
——
Port Sudan,

The two chief ports on the wast cosst of
the Red sea are Port Budan and Buakim,
They were nothing & few years ago, but
they promiss to grow Into oities aince the
completion of the Red Bea road. ‘There
has alwayes been something of a town st
Buakim, and the original Intention was to
use that place as the terminum of the rails
way. The English surveyors, howsver,
found & much better harbor at Port Sudan,
and they hmwve extended the rallroad to that
point. The town, which was absolutely
nothing two years ago, has now several
thousand people, and it grows llka one of
the mushroom settiomants of the Canadlan
west. The Britlsh government is erecting
great docks and harbor bulldings. It has
put up lHghthouses and buiit & postoffice,
quarters for the government officials and
schools, Many lots are being m»old and
renldonces are going up. The settlers are
chiefly Europeans, the most of whom oome
from Italy and Greecs,

The harbor of Port Budan is shaped like
& leaf, It is 200 feet deep and well pro-
tected from the asea outside, Theare are
now steamers twice m week from thers to
Buez and Aden. The ships start at Bues,
g0 to Port Sudan, and then wsouth around
the weat const of the Red sea, and return,
calling at some of the ports on Lthe esanst
const. The ships nare of the Egyptlan
Khedevial line. They are sald to be com-
fortable.

-
Acoommodations.

Al present one of the great needs of that
port Is & hotel. There are no accommoda-
tions for travelers, and soms of the steam-
ship companies will not wsell tiokets to
Khartum via the Red sea on this account.

It takes twanty-six hours to go by rail
from Port Sudan to Khartum. B8lesping
cars will be put on the raliroad this year
and thers will prebably be oconslderabls
travel as soon as the proper hotsl acoom-
modations ars furnished at the port.

Already many freight steamers are calling
at the port, and in a short tima the bulk
of tha frelght for central Africa and tha
upper Nila will go that way,

I have been making somse inquiries about
the Itallan possessions on the wost coast

of the Med sea. They have & colony known
A Eritrea, which begins about 18 nilies
south of Buakim and runs down almost
tb ths Btralt of Bab-el-Mandeb. It is not
widse and it terminates a little back of
the coast where the Abyssinian hills begin
It is only & few yesars singe the Itallans
tried to include In Eritrea s large part of
Abyssinia and falled, owing to the bBravery
of King Menellk. Tae land they now have
Is of small value. There are only a few
tracte that oan be Irrigated, and the ex-
ports are nothing. The strip s Inhabited
by momads, who ralse oamals, oxen, sheep
and goats. The pasturages is somnty and
the shepherds move about from place to
place with their stock. 8Some of the tribes
live In tents mads of matting and their
wants are simple to an sxtrame.

S —

Massnwa.

The ohlef Italian port ls Massawa, It is
& little town wsituated on a ocoral island
jolded to the mainiand by & caussway, It
has two short raliways which conneot with
the Abyssinian hills and whioh comprise
altoRether about, forty-sight miles of track,
The road Ia to be continued to the town of
Asmara, near whioh some gold mines have
been opensd.

I am told that the Itallans have recently
bullt a telegraph line from thelr port to
the capital of Abyasinia and that they are
trying to Increase their trade with that
country They are shipping conalderable
salt, which, strange to say, Is so relished
by the Abyssinlans that it brings more
than sugar and takes much the same place
among them aas candy and tobacco with
us. The average Alrvsainian carrles a
stick of rook salt with him and tokes a
suck of It between whilen. If he mosls &
friend he asks him to take a lick of his
salt stick and his friend brings out his
own Individua) stick and they take lick
about. tI is just as it was with snuff |n
the days of our forefathars when everyona
offeared his friends a pinch of his chiolos
Macaboy.

—_——
Tort of Mecen,

I regret that I shall not be able to atop
at Jeddah, the port of Mecea, 1o which I
have already rveferred. It s one of the
most Intervesting pinces on the Red sen
and 100,000 or more pllgrima puss through
it every year, While at Omdurman, a few
weoks ago, 1 saw something Hka 1,000 Ma-
hammendans who were going by the naw

MOHAMMEDAN PILGRIMS AT PRAY

rallread across the Nublan dessrt to Port
Budan, where they expected to get ship for
Jeddali. Bome of them had been ten years
on the way wnd thelr religioun enthusinsm
had not waned., They started out upon
camels from the borders of Timbukiu and
had, beent foresd to sell thelr camels for
food. After that they had walked from
ounsis to onsts working for motnoy LD CATTY
them onward. In that pearty there wetea ao
many that the English government officinls

had to divide them up Into batches and
sand on a trainioad or so 4t n thme. The
road saved them several hundred miles of
camel riding or wnlking, and it probably

will he a grewt pllgrimage route In
future.

At present the pllgrims come to Jeddah
from 4l parta of North Africa and from
the eastern coast of the Medilerrunenn
seR. They also come from Indla and south.
ern Arabin, and Jeddah takes it tall from
each of them, The people live by flescing
the devolees. The town la full of hotels
and it is noted for Its dlscomforts. It has
m bad water supply and after eagh big
raln thers I on epldemlc of fever. All
who land In Jeddah go on foot from thepe
to Meces, The distance 18 gixty-five miilles
and a gulde s reguired. -

New Mecoen Hallroad.

the

The British are now talking of bullding
& railroad from Jeddmh o Mecco. If they
do It probably will pay well, for thes travel
is enormous. Twenty-five yecars ago there
were more than 00,000 Mohammedans, who
came annually by sea o make their way
over the sands to Mecca and Medina
There nare probably half agaln as many
more today and the rallroad will so re-
duce the cost of the trip that the number
of worshipers will be greatly Inoreased.
Indeed, the day may come when some Mo-
hammedan tourist agent will be nelling
to pligrims ffom all parts of the Mohamn-
medan world round trip tickets to the
birthplace of the prophet, including admis-
sion 0 the Kaaba and also to Medina,
where Mohammed died. The sultun s al-
ready bullding a line southward from Dam-
ascus to Meccn, 600 miles of the rond being
already completed, and It Is sxpected that
it will reach Medina in Y%09 and Mecca early
in 1910, Therea Is now a line from Belrut
to Damascus, and one will bo able to start
in at that port in the western Medltor-
ranean and go to Damascus, Jerusilem and
Mecoa without change of cars, The Mecca
line Is being bulit by Turkish soldlers, ung
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dear the supervision of & German clvil en-
gineer, and the cost = belng In part de-
frayed hy the wvoluntary contributions of
Mohammedans (n all parts of the worid.

When these rallroads are completad
thers may be & chance for Christlane to
vinit the holy city All who have beesn

there In the past have had te go in dis-
gulse, and the man who would attempt i
today, takes his life In bis hands. The
rafirond will be offlcerdd by Mohammed
wns, and it In doubitful whether they will

take Christiuns as pessengers. They will
have to ocater to the plgrims, as It
from them that thelr traffio must oome

In the menntime, without wishing to

pet as Ald the fox who ealled tha grapes
wour, I do not helleve there s much to
see In Mecon after all, The town ltes In
n hot sandy valley watered for the most
of the year by a few brackish wells and
some cisterns. The best water comes in
from Arafat through a llttie sgueduct
and 1t is sold at high prices by & water
trust nt the head of which In the gov-
ernar of the elty,

Mecon, all told, has only about 60,000
Inhabitants. It fills the valley and runs
up the wmides of the hilis The housea

are of dark stone, bulit In one, two and
thies storles, They stand close to the
ptrects. Thers are no pavemaonts; It Is

often dusty and It takes all the holinepas
af the surroundings to muke e ngroe-
able.
it
The Hanba,

The most Important place in Meoes s
the sacred mosgue, and the most Im-
portant thing in the mosque ls the Kasba,
a cube-shaped stoneé bullding which lles
In its centar. In the southeast corner of
this building at about five feet from the
ground, is the black meteorite which the
Mohammedans say Wius once & part of the
Guates of Parandigse. When Adam was cast
out, this wstone fell with him and it
dropped down near Meocsn. At that thmne
It was of a beautiful white colur, but it
Is now turned to jet, having beon black-
ened by the kisses of sinners. Hvery pil-
grim who comen to Mecen presses hin lips
to It again and aguin, Imagining that sas
he does so his sins go out of him into
the stone, and his soul becomes as pure
as it was when he was a baby. There are
several hundred thousand pilgrims whe
perform this kissing act every season,
s0 thut the holy stons of the Kaaba gota
its milllons of kismes every year. What a
load of sin It must carry!

FRANK G CARPFENTHR.

Cosmopolitan Bunc

EW YORK, Jan. +—The opora
this year In New York has gone
to the devil as it pover did be-
fore. There have been mors
devils than any preceding sed-
won offered and they have been

more varied In charncter,

This sbundanos of satanic majesties s
due to the fact that New York no longer
sontents tself with the Galllo spirit of evil
that used to strut through Gounod's opara
In addition to this lyrio setting of Goethe's
play, thers are the operns with the text
drawn from Lhe same source by BHoito and
Berljos.

The performance of thass varied verslons
of the Faust logend was due to the pres.
aneos here of singerm who have ocspecially
dislinguished themsclves by thelr imjar-
sonations of Mep pheleg,  Foremost

among thess i Theodore Chaliapine, who
cwes hls reputation abroad te his perform-
ance of Mephistopheles in Bolto's npera.

He han a very small repertoira for &
basn; no singer ever came to the Matro-
politan squipped wilth so few roles. Apart
from Maophistopheles he sings Basilo, Don
Carlos and in Russian operas by Glinka,
Rubinstein and Rimaky.-Korsakoff. Has will
sing Leporelio In "Don Glovanni™ hare for
tha first time.

M. Challapine will also alng befora he
returns te KEuropa the Mephistopheles of
Gounod. In that rols he follows the econ-
ventional standards of opera, departing In
no partioular from the type of devil ahown
at the Grand Opera In Paris, whence ths
best of the devils are suppossd Lo come.
It was first In Rusaia that his nterpreta-
tion of the Bolto satan mads him famous

of Devils

His pacullarities of dress have already
been sufficlently described, Btriking nas
thoy are, tha Lasso makes his devil differ
from all others chiefly In his dramatic ne-
tion.

Hs is an slamontal ereature, roaring and
champing like a bull, charging the poor
sinnars of this world with the fuss and
energy of a alxty-horss power motlor and
Inaving & trall of steam and brimstone be-
hind him. This {5 thes Aatan resulting from
the union of the Italian creator and the
Rusnlan Interpretar,

His frame, gigantic as it is, oannot con-
tain his natora. He writhes with the emo-
tions that canvulse him. His face |8 drawn
Inte sxpressions of the prefeundest agony.
Hs 15 not A contemplative spirit that sver-
more danies, but & militant flend, storming
over the faliure of his efforts to harass
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Infest New York’s Grand Opera Season

and distress mankind as he would liks to,

All the drumatic aetlon tending to estab-
lisli his conoeption of Bolto's satan 8
accompanied with every helpful ald of
Hght, soenery and mochanical Ingenuity,
M. alinpine takes the utmost pains with
hig makeup, which combines in an effective
way the use of fAeahlings and bare skin.
The skin I8 covered with a shiny, metalic
powder whioh sparkies In the calelum.

The other naw devil is a leas speetacular
person. ‘The axpression on the face of M
Reraud gives ths keynote to his concap-
tion of the devil In the text of Herllos, and
his twe collaborators, M. Gerard and Gar-
Aonnlerd,

They wrote tha text for & cantata, just
as Berllos 414 the music, and this explains
the loose dramatie form of the text. When
the scarcity of new operas turpned the

thought of Impresarios toward musia by
such a master, Raoul Gunbourg was the
first to arranges the materinl for operatic
use, It was sung firet in his opera house at
Monte Carlo, and later at the saries of
spoalal performances given at the Theater
Barah Bernhardt in Paris,

In both of thess produntions Maurice
Renaud embodied his ldea of the Goethe
devil, and in the opinion of meany axparts
the pessimistic, ocontemptuous, pitying
Mephistoplieles who feels ton sorry for the
poor creatures of thils world to plagus
them I the most atriking of the lot. When
ha looke in on the reveling'orowd at the
Auerbach cellar M. Renaud's glunce indi-
cates his melancholy and disgust with the
world.

He ia the incarnation of Weltschers. The
more he wsees of this world and the peoor

creatures the more he pities and scorns it
and them,

M. Renaud dreases In black but srnamants
his face with a very long, pointed nnse and
hin cap with & long pointed fenther. The
plctorial featuresm of his devll, who rarely
unwraps the cloak which falls about him
came out of hism own Imagination, just ns
did his conception of the world weary
Satan of the Goethe prologue.

M. Challapine, on tha other hand, copled
his makeup from the work of a Rusalan
sculptor That was effected by the ale-
mental, writhing, fighting conception that
M. Chaliapine has transferred to the oper-
allc stage,

The anly other role that the Russian
basso has sung hers 18 Basillo, and that
proves him to be Just as unconventional
as to makeup and cepception In wll hls
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ports as In the Bolto opera.

In spite of the critics) uttestion thatl the
Interpretera of thane unconventiogal
prinoes of darkness bave uattracted. the
public has not shown nearly so mueh ex-
loitement about them as was expeoted, New
York opera sudlences are not given to ex-
pressiohs of emotions over bassos or bary-

tones. :

They prefer tenars or sepranns, It is for
that reason that they are much more in-
terestad in the personalities of thelr Fausts
and thelr Marguerites, As New York audl-
ences also ke their old friends best, they
#illl refuse to devole thelr interest to other
characters in the legand than the levers
of Gounod's opera.

There is no deurth of the Gounod devils

(Continued on Sages four.)
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