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'JOHN HICKEY WHO CUT WILD HAY ON FARNAM STREET

Another Irish Lad Who Ventured Amummmmmmmmnwuhsmmmwmmmwmmmnupmpmwmmbmm

OHN HICKXY ot o8 mowed hay en Farnam streef, batwesn Tenth
and Fourteenth strests. He first marked out the boundaries
of that now busy thoreughfare by plowing a furrow along
each side after he had mowed the hay and gathered it inte two
rows of hayeocks Of course, all this was long ago—back in

1854, when he arrived In Omaba penniless. Today Mr, Hickey, T4
years old, and worth a few hundred thousand dollas, is living near
Gretna, Neb. His career is full of events and his keen, witty Irish
mind has preserved the memory of them with all the humor of thelr
small detalls.

He was born in Parish Lochlin, County Carlow, Ireland, in 18338
His father hiad a farm of twelve acres, whers farming was carried
on in the summer. Is the winter he hauled ocoul from the coal”
mines fo the towns in a cart and thus managed to gain a llving for
his large family. John was # yoars old when a number of the neigh-
bors began to prepare to go to America. The boy begged his father
to Jot him accompany them, poiating out that there would be one
Jess mouth to feed and that he might gain & goodly portion of the
woalth which was so abundant In America. Eventually he gailned
his point, the L0 shfllings were scraped together to pay his passage
and he salled with the party from New Ross on the ship Empire,
The passage Was & stormy one, requiring seven weeks and three
days. The ship was old and scarcely seaworthy. The boy had
falled to brimg food, as the other passengers had done, and he was
compelisd by the captain to do hard labor for his board.

' The shitp arrtved fnally at Quebsc, where the boy immedistely
bagan t look about for something to do. No one wanted to hire a
mere ckild In the city sand he searched long befere he finally secursd
& plnoe a8 an apprentics in a cooperage. He remained there thres
years as apprentioe and then worked one year as a, journeyman,
Thén he went to Mentreal, whers he worked as a gurdner and driver
for a French woman of means After a short time there he deter-
mined, contrary to the advice of his empleyer, to go out inte the
backwoods and work in the logging camps. He did se, working for
Farewsll Broa., who wers bullding a ship on the Bt Lawrence river,
Here his ekiil as a cooper netted him resulta, for he was able to
make axe handles and therefore recetved the munificent salary of
$18 a month, while plain woodchoppers recelved only $8.50. Bubses
quently he went to Buffalo, N. Y., and worked two summers in &
ocooperage, spending the Interveming winters in the logging camps
near Prince Albert, Hamilton and Toronto.

Kot a Life for Hickey.

“But.,” he says, *} kept leoking at the poverty of the woodsmen,
1 saw them workimg there for nothing and I saw them coming out
of the woods greyheadsd and humpbacked and sure, thinks 1, ‘tis no
place for me. ™

Just as this time bhe heard of the Nebraska treaty with the
Indizns and the opening up of that territory. He set his face toward
the far west and want by beat over the lakes to Chicago, which was
only a village then. “I'd like to ‘ve breken me lege in the mud in
Chicago,” he says. Thence he went by railroad te Rock Igland, IIL
From there he pushed westward in the stage, but at lewa City found
himssl! without money. Fortunately, there was & cooperage estab-
lshment there and he secured employment, After saving $25 he
continued to the west, theoretically by stage, but really on foot

“They had old horses in the stage,” he says. “"We had to pet
out at the hills and walk, te say nothing of pushing now and then
At last the blosming siage breke through a temporary bridge. 1
left it then and walked abead Bure, and it wes three days before
the stage caught up with mea

“1 arrived in Ceuncil Bluffs finally and then I thought sure
1 was out west. Ome of the first things I saw was Bill Olamey drive
ing & team of six elks that he'd caught sad broken to barness suf
mmmnht"

After viewing this odd sight he passed on, heading toward the
Missouri river. Boon he beheld & man coming toward him running.

“Where are you going?" ssked Hickey whem the man was
mrithin halling distance .

“None of your business I'm golng where I please ™ was the
Quick reply.

“But ke didn't go where he pleased.” says Mr, Hickey, “for just
at that minute the sheriff appeared behind him riding a fast horse.
He caught the fine rascal. The man swere st the sheriff something
awful and said he wasn't going to stay in fail without tebsccs. The
wnllﬁhe'd‘!urhtho]anndnetbvuxmn.nnbn'd
soe that he got tobacoo. The man sald he would and awsy they went
back to the piace they called the jnil in Council Bluffs then ™

His Btart in Omaha

Arriving at last st the Missourl river young Hickey Josked
scross te see Omahs. Where he had expected to see a thriving set-
tlement he saw nothing but Indians. A mas named Higley tan a
ferry across the river. Because of Indlans on the west bank Higley
Jeft his ferry each night on the Iows side and returned to his home
on the Nebraska side in a skiff. Hickey went over with him in the
skiff, payimg his last shilling for bis passage. Where Omahs wus
alleged to be he found nothing but a village of half a dosen rode
buts. It was as desolate as the northern woods and the young man
bhad ne friends and mo money. “Kestucky” Woods owned one of
the shacks and also a big heart To him Hickey went

“Do you want some supper?” asked Woeis

“Yea, but I've no monsy,” sald Hickey,

“It's all Tight. You'll have money some time™ was the reply.
Woods took him in, fod him and gave htm a place to sleep.

Hickey hunted everywbere for employment, but in wvain.
could have gone to Florenoe and worked ss driver for the Mor-
mons, but this he dldn’t want to do. One day be met & tall man
out on the prairie. He looked lke an Indian,

“Can you talk English " asked Hickey

*Yes, 1 went to schoo! tn Washington,” was the reply.

“What do you deo for a Itving?" usked Hickey.

*I hunt.” said the tall man

“T'll hunt with you." said Hickey. And se he became a hunter
with the Indisn, who was a half-breed. and the two roamed the
plains together until the apprepristion was made for building the
territorial capitol Then business opened wp and Hickey sscured
other employmeat. He was well asguainted with Acting Governor
T. B. Ouming and knows a lttle about the detalls of bringing the
$60,000 of gold to pay for the new capltnl to Omaha

Story of the Kegs of Gold

“Governor Cuming sent me down to the river to cut the foe
AWRY from the banks™ bhe sald. *I'd not finished when he came
along In an old wagon without any endgate and his brotber-in-law
Mike Murphy, with him. They went over the ice to Councll Bluffs
and late in the afterncon they returned. They had two small iron-
bound kugs in the wagen As they were driving up the west bank
the kegn allpped out of the wagon and rolled down the bank snd
cuto the ice. Both of the men had been drinking and they pever
noticed when the kegs wlid out Well, | knew esch keg contained
$25,000 In coln. 1 rolled them scross the joe to the lows side and
buried them in the snow among the willows

®Next morning | was at the river when the governor comes
dows. He Jooks around guite awhile. I could see he waus consider
ably troubled. Fioally says he to me: “Jehuay, have you seen any-
thing of two small kegs? “What kegs® says |. But me face guve
me awey, When he saw | knew about the kegn he looked a lot re-
lieved. [ took him over the ice and showed him where I'd buried
the kags They came with & wagon and get them. And, would you
believe it, | never got & nickie for saving them $50,000. That's
the fact

“It was Deofore this time that I'd mowed the hay on Feroam
stresl. 1L was & good crop and 1 bad two rows of hayoocks down the

He

middle of the strest, from Fourteenth to Temth After It was cut
I took the plow and sort of graded the strest, plowing & furrow down
each side. The ground was hard and I remember I bhad to put om
an extra herse to do the job.”

He was in the personal employ of Governer Cuming for awhile
and then worked on the capitol building. Water had to be hauled
from the river te make the meortar. Just bsfers Governor Cuming
left for a trip to the east he arranged with Hickey to dig a well.
This Hickey did for $350. It was seventy-eight feet deep and had
seven feet of water. It was in use for many years. Seen after this
be went with William Paxton to Texas and brought exttle to Omahs

Holmt“mmtrdndn‘tmmmnﬂmerm
Plke's Peak and to Utak points. He alsc was one of the early gold
miners ia Califersia, but made more momey in trading than in mip-
ing. He was associated with William Merrisen, asether Omaha
ploneer, In some of these entarprises. Mr, Hickey saw for the first
time the women whe, after an exolting courtship and after various
vicissitudes, he won fer his wife. The twe young men were riding
past the plopeer hut of Jonathan Bdwards, located near Forest City.

(“A plt of & grove of elms up the gulch was the ‘forest’ and three
or four heouses were the ‘city,” ™ explaine Mr. Hickey). As they
passed this hut a handsome young weman was drawing a bucket of
water from the well

“l nodded my head toward the poung woman and sgye I to
Bill, "'There's the girl I'm going to marry,’ ™ relates Mr. Hickey, as he
has proudly related the story a thousand times. “Bays Bill to me,
‘Don’t talk that way. Who are you te be thinking of marrying the
daughter of Genernl Edwarda? They called him ‘geseral’ and the
Edwardses were the aristocracy of the towa all right. The young
woman was the scheol teacher for the district and a girl of great
education. 1 was mothing but an ignerant reugh freighter, without
any meney or anvthing else. But 1 meant what | sald.”

On March 10, 1868, Mr. Hickey married this girl, who was Miss
Rboda B, Edwards. The marriage was clundestine, for the parents
of the bride were unaiterahly epposed to the matoh. The groom
WaS Bp poor that he evea had 10 borrow a pair of shoes from a friend,
Mike Langdon

“1 bad oaur little slopement all arranged with Rhoda,” he says.

*"We started out to get me wife Iate in the evening and drove up to
the Bdwards house about midnight. Everybody was aslecp. 1 got
out, carrying a beavy blanket I'd brought along, for the weather
was bitter cold. She was walting for me at the window. 1 can see
her pow, looking so sweet and trusting. First she bhandod me out
her bit of trunk and then | recelved her, me beart benting hard all
the time for fear the old folks would wake up, Mri. Edwards belng
a light sleeper altogether. 1 wrapped me wife in u shaw| and took

the trunk un me shoulder as if it was naught but a clgar box. Back
we went to the wagon and drove away to the sguire’'s. He had in-
structions that we'd be along and he married us right away., We

stayed there the rest of the night as his guests. Next day we went
out to my claim on the Santee bluffs and began housekeeping.”

The anger of the parents of the bride was grest when they
found that thelr only daughter had married the rough freighter.
For months It was rather a grim jJoke about the community that
General Bdwards was “'laying” to shoot his unwelcome son-in-law at
sight. But eventually a reconciliation was brought about when the
son-in-law had preven that he was worthy of the girl. While the
young people wese still living in thelr log home Mr. Hickey bullt &
pretty frame house nearby, In which his parents-in-law lved

Trials of a Young Wife.

Mr. Hickey and his children and friends never cesse einging
the praises of this cultured young woman who underwent the hard-
ships of the ploneer life there on the lowely clatmm. Moner was po
scaros that the husband had to leave the farm and go to work. He
bhad no horses at the start and was acoustomed to walk twenty-two
miles to a place where he had employment. His young wife re-
mained alone in the cabin, surrounded by Indians. One day while
the husband was gone two big Indiao bucks eame in to the cabin.
They demanded mea! and to enforee the welght of thelr demands
one of them grasped the young child in Its cradle by the hair and
flourished & knife above its head. “Scalp baby if no give mest,” he
sald. Of course, the terrified woman did the omly thing there wus
to do, gave up the precious store of meat and lived as best she could
untl] ber hushand's return.

But the time of vengeance came duly. Mr. Hickey was at home
one day when two bucks arrived on one of their predatory “xX e
ditions. He was at some distance from the house, cutting wood.
The bucks made sure he was not at home and then procesded, ac-
cording to their habit, to ransack the lttle home snd terrorize the
occupants. While this interesting llitle proceeding wae golng on
Mr. Hickey appeared over the hill and, angwering the gesticulations
of his wife, who had been watching for him, he hurried to the cabin,
The bucks were too much engrossed in eating and plundering to
notice his approsch. Just as he came up to the house they saw
him and ran. He reached inside the door, where a rifle stood loaded,
and a moment later the fleeing redmen dropped in ll.u-l'r tracks.

Indians Always Remembered.

The Indians had received no more than they merited. but still
the ploneers were haunted with a fear of terribile vengeance. Only
& few miles away there was a camp where hundreds of Indians lived.
Would they come to find the missing and if they came what would
they do when they found them desd? But time passed and no one
demanded to know what had become of the braves whom Hickey had
ghot and later had buried slde by side during the night. Neverthe-
less, the Indlans knew well who it was that had shot thelr brethren.
A year lster they had mot forgotten it. At that time Mrs, Hickey
was in Forest City when & squaw came in with her pappoose, This
she exhibited proudly to & small crowd of the settlers. Mrs. Hickey
pressed forward and begged to have a look at the baby. Then the
Indian weman's mannver changed suddenly. She looked angry. “'No,"
éhe exclaimed, snatching the baby to her breast Not show pap-
poose to smoky man's wife. Smeky man kill Injun. Puff, puff.”

Illustrative of their poverty in those daye i& the fact that Mr.
Hickey made three trips from his home to Omahs to tell the post-
master here to hold a letter which was sddressed to him, but which
ke had pet been able to get because he lacked the 25 cents due on
it for postage. Y

Mr. and Mrs. Hickey had eight children, of whom gix are living.
They are: Timothy D. Hickey, a farmer near Gretna; John Hickey,
jr., & rauncher in Bloux oounty, Nebraska: Mrs Mary Winter of
Adrian, Mich.; Mra. Mary Nevotuy, who lives on & farm nesr Gretna:
Bdward Hickey of Gretna and Roy Hickey, who is in the hardware

business in Hemingford, Box Butte county, Nebrasks Mrs. Hickey
died fn 1501,

siny

Mr. Hickey is still in excellent beaith, though confined to a
chair on sccount of & broken hip, which he sustained & year

ARO,
He lives st present with his daughter, Mre. Novotny, near Gretna,
He owns 1,440 acres of lund in Sarpy county worth $100 an acre

and 3,600 scres in Bex Butte county.
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Southern Tobacco Growers Gain_Victory Over Trust

N EKentucky and Tennesses, along the southers

boundary of the one mnd the nerthern

boundary of the other—the border of ihe

famed blue grass region—are twenty-odd

counties whose chief product is “dark” te-
bacco, so called becsuse of it coldr snd texture.
This tobacco is peculiar to the locality, us much
50 85 Is the celebrated Perigue tobaccos of Louts-
luna, whose growth is confined to & single parish;
or to the fragraut leaf which flourishes only in
Cuba’s Vuelta-Abajo district

The section which preduoces this dark tobacco
is knows as the “Black Pateh.” and over it one
of the bhardest fought of all the savage wars of
peace has now staggered to a finlsh—a war be-
tween the producers of the crops and that formi-
dable antagoulst, the American Tobacoo trust

Victory rests with the planters. The foe has
stacked srms and surrendered. The net result is
that whereas three sghort vears ago the tobacco
grower, cultivating his crop on the slimmest mar-
Ein of profit, and forced to take such prices as the
trust effered, hawving most always 1o seek & pur-
chaser, now has the purchaser seeking him—or,
more socurataly, the head of his association and
with whom the vast majority of the planters have
pocied thelr lssue. And the purchaser is now
puying 20 cents where he formerly paid 6 cents,
and is giad that the association lets him off at
that

Three years age the leaf topateo of the distriet
brought s average of € cemts a pound. That
was the exact cost of ralsing #t. This condition
bad obiained ever since the Tobaceo trust had en-
tered the fleld to stifie competition and to cut
profits of the planters. Its own profita were, of
course, incressed in the ratio that the planters’
profits were decrensed

They rebelled. And out of that rebellion grew
&n organisation—a cobesive and defiant body, &
confederncy of planters which, through the untir-
ing efforts of its lndomitable leader, gained the
support of the forty banks scattered throughout
the district, these agreeing to tide over the imme-
dlate necessities of all members of the associa-
ton, With theat assurance the crops wers riored

in cemtral warehduses, and thus barricaded the
flag of no surrender was run up and nailed to the
mast, X

Epsued s struggle as bitter as the one which
brought that awful hemorrhage of '61. While the
mejority of the planiers had become members of
the assoclation, there were many whe held aloof,
some for one resson, ‘some for another. Naturally
came estrangements and bitterness. Barns were
Vurued, warehouses dynamited and there were
lef deeds of vivlence o mar this fairest of all
foir regions.

But it should be strongly emphasized that the
assoclation never countenanced any of these re-
grettable occurrences. Nor has it ever been
proved thal associstion members were gullty of
felonjous desds. It s known wms the Tobaocco
Plasters’ Protective association, and its leader,
Nr. Felix G. Ewing, who is now an invalid in this
city, having worn himsel! into sickness over the
cause which he had espoused, agaln and again im-
pressed his followers, by speech and by letters,
that the association wounld countenance no deed of
viclenos, and that the association would iwsslf
prosecute any member gullty of such deed.

The loneeption and growth of the movement
which resulted in the overthrow of one of the
greatesi trusis (o Americs IE (o Itself an absorbing
chapter. The tobacco produced In the Black
Patch is used more extensively abroad than It s
in this country, ity usual exportation 1o England,
Frapce, Germany, Italy and Austris, exceeding the
exportstion from all of the other Lobacco-growing
regions of the republic. 1t was the staple crop of
the regions and up to the time thet the trust ap-
peared upon the peepe it had been o very profitable
oue 10 the planters.

The trust came, that §s, its agents did; the in-
dependent burer was forced from the field, snd
the prices which had been kept normal by the
competition of the independent purchasers dropped
lower and lower—the margin of profit grew less
and lesa, uptil in 1902 the price of the tobacco
Just halanced with the cost of its production. The
method of the trust was to divide the tobaecoo
growers into various mmall territories, to sach of

which certain buyers for the trust were assigned.
If the planter did not want to scocept the pittance
which the buyer offered he knew that the tobsocoo
would rot on his bands, as there was Do competi-
tor to offer & higher price. That the American
Tobacco company, the Coutinental Tobacco com-
pany, the lmperial Teobscco company and the
Regle contractors of Burope had entered into a
criminal comblpation was brought out by Rep-
resentative Btanley before the house committes,
when be secured an indictment of the American
Tobacco vcompany

The forelgn companies, whose agents, Mr.
Stenley asserted, had entered into the combine,
were purchasers for ltaly, Australia, England,
France and Spain. But up to 1903 there was still
&R open market, this belng the German port of
Bremen, The method which the trust adopted to
kill off the independent buyers who had been send-
ing their purchases to this port was related to the
bouse pcommities by Mr. R. E. Cooper, a warehouse
comiuission sales agent of Hopkinsville, Ky.

“We sent to Bremen, which haa been an open
market beretofore, until last year, a gquantity of
tobscoe to sell in the open market there. This
yeur the American Tobscco company, when we
shipped our tobacoo to Bremen, took from its re-
#erveé & quantity of tobacco and put it on the mar-
Eet at cost. 1 was one of the unfortunstes. We
put our tobacco oun the Bremen markel expecting
to have & sale for it, but lpstead the American
Tobaooo company put its tobacco on the market
thére in opposition, and sells it at prime cost here
—just what it cost, without sny freight or ex-
panm.munoq.u!h ceuts & pound to ship
tobaocco and sell it In Bremen, to pay the exponses
of It. The American Tobacco company threw its
tobsoco on the market and just knocked ours out
entirely—at & tremendous loss to the American
Tobacow company, of course, but while they can
stand the loss, we cannot. We have our tobaoccos
in Bremes today and we quunot sell them. ™

The lndependent buyer was foroed o retire
from the field. He could pot compete financlally
with the American Tobaccp company aund its for-
elge allles

Such was the situstion when Mr. Felix Grundy
Ewing sent out an lovimtion to a few of his
farmer friends of Robertson county asking them
to meet him at his home, Glenraven, Tenn., for
the purpose of discussing the tobscco situstion,
The best price which the farmers could then ob-
tain for their tobacco was 6 cents « pound. That
was the actual cost of ralsing it. The “sense of
the mesting” was that the sltuation bad become
intolersbie and thut the only way in which relief
could be obtained was to form &n organization to
fight that other organization—ithe American To-
baceo trust and its foreign constituents.

Mr. Ewing was chosen bead of the Inciplent
order and at once set about the formidable task
of combating the powerful fos. With Indefatiga-
ble energy he entered inte the contest, made muny
speeches In many different localities, and then
burned the midoight oll over eorrespondence, cir-
culars and newspaper work. The purpose of the
Campalgn was to enroll all the planters apd to
bind them to an agreement to place all of their
tobacco in the hands of a centrul committes,

Mr. Ewing came to New York and songht ald
©f the big financiers of this clty They listened
coldly and refused to have anything to do with
what they considered a Utoplan dream. But stil
Stout of heart, Mr. Ewing returned south with
the determination of trying to effect another or-
gsnization—that of the local banks
Ress and energy won. The banks. about forty in
nomber, entered into an Agreament to see the
farmers through in their battle with the Lrust,
pledging themselves to advance money o the
amount of three-fourths of the value of all crops
ETown by association members.

On the heels of this Announcement came g
ETeat incresse in membership. BEvery weok ndded
scores of new members, and now the membership
includes 27,000 bons fNde vianters, these con-
trolling more than §0 per ocent of all the tobaceo
€rope grown in the “Black Pateh ™ And it expects
to control during the spring of 1908 fully g0 000
bogsheads of tobaceo, and
this year of from § to 20
York Timea

His earnest.

&t the advance reached
cents per pound. — New




