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BOCENE AT A NUBTAN DSERT STATTON.
had a part in bullding the line and Is now

(Coprright, 187, by Frank G. Carpenter.)

THBARA—S8pecial Correspondence
of The Bee.)—I have comes to
Atbara to desoribe tha new
raliroad which the British have
" bullt from here to the Red soa,
F22) The road begina 300 miles north
of Kbhartum, in the heart of the Nulilun
ydesert, and goes over the msand and rock,
tup hill and down, for = distance of 52
miles to Port Budan. It crosmes one of the
bleakest ' dosertn on earth. There 8 no
vagetation at all between hers and the
Red sea, until within about nine miles of
tha coast where therse in & scanty growth
of thorn bush and ecrub, which feeds armall
flooks of oamols and sheep., The only In-
babitants of the desert are soms Nublan
tribes who go about fromn place to plave,
Hving in tents of matting, sasking pasture
for thelr flocks and camping down by the
occasfonal wella.

The Red nea road was opened & little
more than o year ago: it bagun doing busi-
ness us woon as It was finlshed. All the
trads of the Budan will probably go over
ft. and, it I» belleved, much of the tourist
truvel as well. Already the Mohammadan
pligrims, from central Afrion and the whola
upper Nile valley are taking this rallroed
on their way to and from Mecos; some
of 'the tourists who go up the Nie are
returning by ths Red mea and shipn are
now salling regularly from Port Sudan to
Bues,
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——
Great Frelght Route,
This road is bound (0 make a great
change in tho freight rates to the Budan.
LAl the goods of the past have been landed
!t Alexandria and carried by rall or boat
up the Nlle to Shellnl, a distance almost an
groat as from New York 1o Chicago,
:Thtre it has been taken on steamers to
| Wady Halfa, and thanos on traine to Khar-
| tum., The rallroad frelght had to be trans-
forred on its way to Shellal, being taken
;‘tmm the broad-guages cars at Luxor and
placed on the narrow goauge from Luxor
(to Amsouan. All of theso transfors wers
1eontly. and the frelght rates were high
and the trafflo slow. Now ahips go right
through the Huem canal to Port Sudan, on
the Red sen, and there land their goods for
the Budan, There are oxcellent shipping
facllitien, and the frelght s transferred
almost direct to the cars, which by one
continuous 6 mile haul land them In
Khartum. In the past wheat could ba sent
from Chieago. to Liverpool at a lower
frelght than that which formerly prevailed
between Khartum and Wady Halfa. 'The
calse for this was the high price of coal,
aa it all bhd to be brought up the Nlile from
Alexandria and onward by ship and road,
The coal is now coming In from the Red
pou and the English are erecting shipping
facllities to scoommodates the traflo,

'—Q‘—
Atbara River.

But first let me give you some den of
the station which forms the terminus of
the Red Sea railroad. Athara ls right In
the heart of the Libyan desert. Tt is about
200 milea north of Khartum at the junctlon
of the Atbara river and the Nie. It is
also at the junciion of the Med Boa road
with the great trunk line which s to go
fram Calre to the Cupe, The mnorthern
poction of the lutter starts at Alexandrie
and rups northward through here to Khar-
tum, where the Blus dnd Whits Niles come
together and form the main stroam.

The Atbara river, which ean be plalnly
seen from this station, 1s the last Lranch
that the Nile has between this point and
the sea. The Atbara risoa in the Abyssin-
fan mountaina and It carrvies down lo the
Nile every year millions of tens of the rich
Abyasinian mud which muakes so fertile
the lower Nile valley., During & part of
the ysar this river has s volume which
compares with that of the greatest rivurs
of the world and at other times much of
It ia as dry as & bone. From March unl}l
June you can walk across |t In most placen
withoul wetting your féet and therws is only
water here snd thera collected fn the des
pressions and pools. These contaln hippo-
potaml, erocodlles, turtles and fish. This
18 the case for about 1% miles above At-
bara

The great floods begin in July and last
uniil Qclober. Thon the waters are about
thirty feel deep mad they roll down in
Ereat river from A quarter to a half a
milles wide. They wnre of a reddish color
Aand are loaded with the voleanie dust of
which the Abyssinlen highlands sre made
When the floods come they bring down
masses of driftwood, wupen which are
Bamietiines o be aeen the dead bLodies of
slephants and buffaloes. ‘Ths waters come
with great force, and the Atbara bridge,
over which the raliroad crosses the river,
has o be sirong to withstand them.

AMiande by Yankees,

It seema sirangs to me when I Mok at
the mighly wsteel spans which cross the
Atbara and refloct that John Bull had te
hire Uncle Bam to make them for him.
The Atbars bridge was constructed by one
of sur bridge-bullding companiss and was
sant hiere in sections. 1t conalsis of six
Eveat steal spans of 30 feet each, bullt

Lhat It casily withatands the great floods

Ita mannger, We Arat visited the rallroad
shops, which lie here in the sands of the
darert, covering two or three acres of the
bleakeat parfl of the sarth. They are great
sheds, with walls of galvanized lron and
roofs of ron and pints gluss, There are
locomolives, care and stoel ties and tele-
gtiph poles lying outside, and going in
I found all gorts of rallway repalr and
construction warl. Jyere™ going on. The
mashinteti were & mixturs of  whites,
blacks and yellows, representing a hailf
dozen different natlions and tribes, There
wera Britlsh overseers, Gresk and Itallan
mechanies, Nublan blacksmiths and many
Nublun boys, who were taking a msort of
manunl Araining course In order that they
may mserve ag lovomotive engineers, under
machinists and trackmen, The machinery
Is of modern make and the shops are about
as well equipped as' our shops at Pansina,

———
Desert Ruins Rallroads,

As we walked from lathe to lathe and
from planing machine to planing machine
Captain Midwinter pointed out some of the
pecullaritiea of the wear and tear which
the desert has upon rajllway materials.

“Here,” waild he, as hs poinfed to the
whoel of an American locomotive, In which
was cut a grogve so deop and wide that [

5

could lay my three Nngers In 1L, "8 an
example of how the sands ruin our car
wheels, The desert In covered with gralna
a8 hard as flint. They blow over the ralls,
and as the cars move they grind out the
steel s though they were emery powder.
As & result & wheel's life s whort, and we
have to cut down Its tire ovary fow months.
Moreaver, the sand gets Into the bearings,
and there I8 a continuous wearing which
necessitates almost constant repair.

"How about your sandstorms? Ate they
merioun obstacles to traffic?’

“AL tlmes, yes. They come with such
violence that they cover the tracks; they
darken the sun so that when you are In
one you cannot mes your hand befors your
face. They often spring up afar off, and

you can watch than coming. At such
times the sand gets Into everything and
grinda ita way through all parts of tha
machinery,

“Another thing wa have to contend
with,” continued the rallway manager, 'is
the extraordinary dryness of the alr. This
ghrinks everything connected with the
road. Owur rolllng stock has to be tight-

ened up agaln and again. One of our pass
senger cars will =hrink as much as elgh-
teen Inches In one wall alone, and wa
have to put In exirn boards to fill up. This
18 a0 as to all sorta of woodwork,

CAPTAIN MIDWINTER RBEY, MAXNA.
GER OF THE BOUDAN RAILWAY.

“Another trouble L Lthe white ant,” Cap-
taln Midwinter continued. “That ttlp
termite esats anything wooden. It ghews
up the losldea of our coachea and oven at-
tacks the furniture. Where thera Iis the
least molsture the ants will go for the
raliroad tles, and they will aleo chew out
the Insides of tha wood telegraph poles.
They always work !n the dark., leaviog a
thin ahell of wood outside, The resultl Is
that & tle or pole may look sound, but all
atl onee It erumbles to pleces, We liave to
inspent the rond very carefully at reguiar
Iintervals and watch out for weak polots.
We are now using steel shells as ties,
They do nol make so smooth a road as
the wooden tles, but the ants cannot eat
them. Wo are using steel talegraph poles.”

“T understand that you have some Amer-
lean locomotives. How do they compare
with those from Great Brituin.'

“Not well,” replied the raliroad direclor.
“We have some of your engines which we
bought seven years ago. We are sti)l us-
Ing them, but most of them have been re-
palred and made over, You people make
locomotives, expecting to run them to thelr
full capacity for four or five vears and
then throw them on the scrap heap, This
Is not mndvieable out here In the desert,
whers freight costs po much and the
trouble of getting our roltimg _ptock I8 so
great. We want machinery that will stand

"
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cross the Nubian Desert from Atbara the Red Sea

THIRD-CLABR CAR ON THE NILH & RED SFA RAILROAD.

all sorts of trials, Including the climates,
Wea want it rustproof and rotproof and
heavily made all around, We have here
not only the dry alr and the sand to con-
tend with, but In the nelghborbood of the
Red sea, also the s=alt alr and the alkail
water. The latter ruins our boilers, and
more so In some respecta, than the aand.
Take a look at this English locomotive
which has just been sent in for repalrs. Its
bofler Is full of holes, That comes from the
alkall water.”

——

Desert Water Stations,

"1 supposs the lack of waler lz one of
your chief diMculties, 1s It not?"

“Yea, This rufiroad Is over three hun-
dred miles long and the track ia lald
through the sand. For about one-third of
the dimtance inland from the Red sea the
country I8 mountainous, but the rest i flat.
‘There are no sireqms, and we have to rely
on arteslan wells for our water supply.
We huve bored a number, but we find that
the waler In many places in salt. We
struck one which had thres per cent of
salt In 1, and another In which the water
Was ane pér cent palt.. Of courss puch
waler is useleas for our locomotiven,

“We are having troubje also In getting a
good ' water supply at Port Sudan. We
sank one will to a depth of B0 feet and
struok A good flow of fresh water, Wea

had hardly completed 1t, however, before
the salt water from the Red sen began to
seep In, and we are now drilling again
There are some stretches along the route
where theore I8 no water whatever. In such
places we have to carry our supply with us,
For thin we have tanks of galvanized fron,
each of which will hold about 15,00 gal-

lons,"
¢

H>—
Travel on the Med Sea Rallroad,
“With all this, Caplain Midwinter, can

you make your road pay?’

"1 think s0. It i» the short cut to thd
Sudan and Central Africa, and It will have
the most of the carrying trade of that
reglon. The country Is vast, and It Is Just
now on the edge of its development. Goods
will bs brought over the Red sea road to
Khartum and thence pent up the White and
Blua Niler. We shall have new roads go-
ing out from Khartum connecting the Nile
with all parts of the country, mand bhth the
rivers and the road will ba feedera for this
line of ours.'

Sirdar on ll.nlfw-d Bullding.
Epenking of the rallroads of the Sudan,
during a convermation with Sir Reginald
Wingate the governor gensral at Khartum,
I asked him several questions am to thelr
posnible future. He anld:

"The development of tha country de-

Christendom’s Most Gigantic

BHW YORK, Dee M.—Three hun-
dred and sixty-four days of the
year New York is “the most
"exclusive clty In the world,"
But on the three hundred and
alxty-fifth, which ds Christmas,

the barriers are down and rich and poor,
high and lowly, unite In the work of maks
Ing real for the children of the metropolis
the most polyglot and gigentio Hanta (Claus
in Christendom.

That the spirit of Yuletide may not go
to waste; but that out of all the good
cheer and generous hearteduess the most
benefit may come, thers have beon estab
lizhed all porta of undertakings to care for
the unfortunate—'‘contact D?Intl." as the
soclil worker calls them.” A'directory pub-
lished by the Charity Organization mociety
glves the number which may properly be
Included in the list as 5,700; but as & mat-
tor of fuct, the “contact points” in greater
New York are nearer 10,000, Huch has its
speclal mission with which It busles Itaell
fifly-two weeks In the year; but on the
odd day of the 38 all energies ure dovoted
to the same end. Whether 1t be a prison
association or & free kindergarion, a hos-
pital or a freah air charity, a day nursory,
& fuvenile asylum, & legal ald soclety or
one of the varietly of educational centers,
clubs and schools, each anterprise for the
bettermant of mankind becomes on Christ-
mas a distributing station for ths immense
dynamle force of happiness that might
otherwise amount to Iittle better than
blundering good will. Allowing an average
of five workers for each of the "contmct
points™—and jthis s a low estimate—there
are 50,000 Individuals employed In speclally
directing the Christinan spirit of Gotham.

Christmas, of course, Is primarily the
ehlldren’s day. But entirely spart from
the desira to give holiday cheer to a host
of boyn and girls to many of whom litile
other happiness ever comes, fhero is a
very serious reason for the constant work
through the wvarlous "‘contact pointa™ for
Juveniles, From the youngsters of today

will. be daveloped the men and womgn of
tomorrow, and soclologisis agreo that in
the work of bettering mankind an ounce
of preventlon Is worth many pounds of
cure. Children belng In the formative state
are mora easily moulded than their parents,
who often are so far broken In spirit and
#o dlsgouraged 85-to make Impossible more
than 'slight dmprevement

Yot In & city where so much is 10 be
done as hers complete success cannot be
hoped for from prevention mlone. Many
of the chlldren of the slums assimilate evil
from thelr surroundings In npilo. of all that
can be done to help them agalnst them-
selves. Booner or later theéy commit an
offense against law und order—miny timos

only a minor offense, but wstill one that
poclety cannot overleck for its good or
theire, Then they pasa from the world of
freodom into a land of ecaptivity whither
also find their way scores of youthful uh-
fortunnles who, innocent of any wrong-'
doing themeslves, must be protected against
cruel or neglectiul parenis or rescued from
the demoralizing Influences of bad family
ansociations.

Curlously ‘ enough, however, the human
mites “who have come Into this estate of
restraint through the fuvenile court are
among the happlest of New York's tene-
ment childresr at Christmas time, and for
thut mutter, during wll the rest of tha year,
At least, this surely ia true of those who

Santa C

find themselves Il one of the Inslitutions
which have adopted modern reformutive
methpds for young dellnquents, and have
moved out Into thes country where whole-
spme alr and God's sunshine work miracles
in huwnan pature that were lmpossible ‘In
the cramped, prisoniike, quartars of other
days that at thelr best oould not keep the
litile feet from straying on the pavements,

Perhups the most fumous Institution of
this sort In the country 18 the children's
villaga of the New York juveniie asylum
at Dobbs Ferry, Here thered are sixteen
coltuges In u thact of 3 avrea of Nelds
and woodland, and in each cottuge twenly
children await the coming of Banta Claus
with an intorest as keen and wholesome

g

Electricity a Factor in Modern Christmas Celebration

HILE the ancient traditlons of
Christmas  time have been
w handed down from generation
for hundreds of year the holl-
day has been wso modernized
and Noproved of late that
naught save Its anclent lore and customs
remain. In this day the old form of cele-
brating the day is seldom seen, As the
yule log vanished with the advent of the
stove so the simple toys which amused the
youngeters of yesterday have disappeared
and in thelr stedd comes today an endless
line of mechanical devices, The dolls of
todday open und closa thelr eyea and oven
speak; the toy steam tealn yuns by real
steam power; the miniature electrio. car
is driven by real eloctriefty; the toy ini-
maln and Insects move about ke real life,
Now Christma# treem are purchased at the
grocery store and ares Hluminated at nlght
with tiny electrio lights Instead of cand!
Instead of pop-corn balls and cornucoplas
of candy the tree Is decorated with giit
and tinsel ropes and stars. More auto-
moblle horne are heard now on Christmas
day than sleigh bells. Steam hemt and
electric radiuteors take the place of open

firea and plenty of money makes the day
even mofoe enjoyabls than ever before,

Hiectriclty, which has Invaded overy
nook aud crenny of life today, has asalsted
more than any one thing in modemizing
ths Christmas oelebiration. Thea electria
cars hurry Christmas callers from house
to house. On Christmas eve the bulldinge
and sireets are ablazse with countleas elec-
tric lghtn. Electrie telephones nnd tele-
graph are wishing everyone many happy
returng of the day. The wireless ocarries
“Merry Christmas" from ship to ship and
the eloctric cable fashes the good will
of governmonts around the earth.

The new electric ovens sizxle with the
roasting turkey and the eolectric Aitove i
rushed to prepare the many Appetizing
viands for which the day of feasting calls.
Electric doorbells are fingling, electrical
musloal Instrumients furnish the muasic for
the Christmas carols, ths sloctrie motors,
which have worked so falthfully. in pre-
paring the many wvaluable presents of a
thousand different varleties, are enjoying
5 day's rest 'after the hustling days of the
holliday trade,

Year by year it grows more the custom

to make Christmas presents just as useful
as possible. While expense I net consid-
ered mo materinl as it used to be It I8 Im-
portant that the gifts should be ussful as
well ae ornamental. This is as It should
be. Here again electricity finds & useful
fleld. The development of the électrio heat-
ing and cooking devices has added a honst
of valuable and useful things which are
always acceptable Christmas gifts. The
electric chafng dlah, electric shuving mug
and eleciric coffee percolator will be num-
bered mmong the most conapicuous of use-
ful Christmas presents. The electrical list
also  contalns  electric flatirons, electrio
cyokers, luminous radiators, Massage mi~
chines, halr dryers, curling lron heaters,
water heaters, toa Kketties, baby milk
warmer and a number of other wuseful
things not to mention the electric toys,

With the idea that Christmas presents
should consist of useful things as far as
poesible noarly wll of the larger manufac-
turing concerns are pushing thelr smaller
products for the hollday trade, and this
year will seo less money wasted for use-
leas trinkets than ever before.

Iowa College

HE lowa College Gles club of
Grinnell will sing at the Bt
Mary's Avenue church Friday
evening December 3 under the

}q“ ausdioes of the Christian BEn-
e deavor soclely of that church
The club s unique and different from other

gloe and banjo colubs In that §& retalns
the sume leader from year to year and in
this manner has been able to perfect an
organization of which the college is Justly
proud. Bince its orguaization some four
teen years sgo it has had butl two leaders
and these have worked along similar lines
until Grinnell has & glee club  system
pecullar (o that coliege. The trainlng of
the club s most rigld and rebearsals aré
held thres times & week during the fall
and winter terma.

Bololsts of the club are David R Pook,
viclinist, and Richard J. Davis, baritone.

In former years the club has confined its
irips to the borders of the state of Towa,
but this year & wider range of country will
be coversd und the following are the dates
for the hollday trip: December & Van
Clove; December 17, Dos Molnes; Decomber
I8, Dallay Center; December 15, Univérsity
FPlace, Lincoln, Neob.; December 3, Omaha]
December 11 and 22, Dunlap, Ia.; Decamber
3, Denlson; December 34 and 35, Rockwel]
City: December M Iows Falle; December
5, Webster City: December 28, Clariong
Decamber ™ and 30, Mason City; Decamber
H, New Humplon. A ghort trip will ales
bo mads during the spring recess.

The personnel of the lowa College Gles
club for the sesmsom 1M7-8 s as folowss
George L. Pleres, director; M H. Doug-
lass, manager; Orville L. Routt, president
and traveling mansger: Firat tenor: A L
Risser, "0k Danvillg; B A. Kibby, '08, Grine
nell; J. M. Flanagsn, ‘9, Clnton; D. W,
Wilson, "0, Knoxville; F. B, Westiakse,
of M., Orinnell. Second tenor: W. 8. Walla,
‘W, Nesbua: C. C. Maaon, “®. Hoone; J. N,
Hall "W, Colfax; WFrenk Montross, ‘I1,

Glee Club on Annual Its

Bloan; F. F. Alllnder, ‘11, Ottumwa. Barl-
tons: R, H. Garner, ‘% Orinnall; 1. A.
Hopkins, 'S Grinnell; H. M. Rowall, "10,

Waterloo; H. B. Gardner, "10, New Hamp-
ton; R. J. Davia, Chicago.. Baas: L. D
Hertaon, ‘04 Ottumwa; O. L. Routt, '8

Holiday Tour

Dullas Centar; H. L. Brareton, ', Wav-

erly; N. R. Blatherwick, '08, Grinnell; D,
B Peck, 07, Franklin, Nel

aus Busy

as that in any home In the land. The
citizons of this model viliagse rangs in nge
from thres years to elghtesn, two of the
coliages belug given exclusively to the use
of children under 6. The colony now num-
bera 320 little people, und as fast an Ninds
ars obtained for the work, other houses
will be cbullt unt!l & thousand youngsters
can be cured for,

Anything approaching a real Christmas
I now to thesa children of the streets snd
slums. Last year some of them waore sell-
ing papers lats Into the night, eatlng a
scanty menl bought from a pushi oart
peddler and sleeplng In & dirty tenement
Toom or on the sidewalk where a little
comfort was to be found by one who curled
his weary body on the Rrating over some
warm cellarway. At the village Christmas
ove will bs spent befors big open fires |n
the living rooms of the cottages, with
gnmens, corn popping, lsughter and excited
anticipation of the morrow Dawn will find
tich villager snugly tucked in i small
white bed which he has eoms to call his
own, apd the rising hour will mark the
beginning of a round of fun. An epter-
tainment, In which the boys take part
and the distribution of presents s Mllﬁdlﬂ"(i
for the forenocon. After that there is to bo
& genulne, old-fashioned Christmus dinner
with "turkey and fixine;" and in the after-
noon there will be more pressnts for some
since friends and relatives have been in:
\'llm: t‘n -hl-ur:he festivities, coming on n
spocial- traln 0
i m the oity, twenty miles

The visitors, morsover, will not return
empty handed, for many gifts have been
fanhioned by the boys worling spare mo-
ments n the trades shopa,
bought with the merit
for a lad tw earn by
The amount zeems small=a cent for per-
frot conduct and satlsfactory progress in
studles, but that it fs given at all is char-
acteristjc of the methods of the modorn
asylum. Thore are no harsh reprossive
melhods of forcing the boys into & certain
mold,. but all aloog the line they are stim-
ulated toward excellence and eneouraged
to develop individuality, to bLe happy and
healthy,” in short, to be just normal chil-
dren. Punishment s the last resort to bies
used after a denial of privilemes incident
to good behavior, such as Individual bLed
rooms and greater freedom in play timae.

Two thingn are ardently desired by every
boy at the village for Christmas dny.
Theso ure fine snow on the hills about the
cottagea and lco on the meveral ponds. In
the city these things were of Hitls con-
Ssquance singe the opportunity to enjoy
them was abeent. Now, however, former
#trest boys have becoms country lads with
& kean love for outdoor mports which Lthey
are given every opportunity to enjoy.

The best that the village does for its
charges when they have besn muads over
and fitted with healthy bodies and minds
fo to send them west, where upen farms
they are freed once for all of the evils of
the alty environment. Bome 7000 chlldren
have thus far been assisted In this way,
and the recorda for those who have bheen
placed on farme since the maylum changed
ever to the village type several years ago
show that all but & fraction of 1 per cent
are In a fuiy way to become valuuble citl
sens, For these, as well as for the walls
atill at the village, Christmas ¥ but a
red letter day along the road to & new
existence. The spirit of the day sym-
beollses the work of the “‘contact points. "

or hkve been
money It Ix possible
exemplary conduct,

Heard Hia Owa Fuuneral Sermon,

Truman Paties, a man aboot T3 Yoars
of age, und & resident of Morrison, la.,
who had some doubls abour ns recovery
from an operation Lo which he was about
to submil, conocelved the Idem of having
his funers] services held befors the opera-
tion. He declared that If he did not get
through wil right they wouldn't have to
hold services and he oould heur what they
bad to say ambout him. Ha, sccordingly,
bhad the hour for services sst for 11 & m.
recontly, and one of the ministers localed
In Morrison held the sarvices.

Mr. Pattes was lu bed ready for the
eperation after the mservices were over
At the closs of the services he called the
doctars and told them that he wes ready,

Ar. Fatle la recovering.

pends largely upon rallépad bullding, The
rond from Lhe Nile to the Red rea 12
already Incrensing our trade, and It will
do more an soon as wa can bring the carg
right nto Khartum and Omdurman, Wa
are bullding a bridge across the Rlue Nile,
wihtch will carry the road Ito Khartum,
and In the near future, 1 hope, we &hall
have a bridges across the White Nile,
which will take It down to Omdurman.
The rad will probably be soon extended
into the Gealreh, the plain which lles ba-
tweenn the White and Hlua Nlles, and we
shall have another extension running off
inte Kordofan,

“How about rallronds from the Sudan to
Abysainia®"

“They will coms some time, but whether
their Lullding will start from the Sodan
or from Abyssinia remalns to ba seen,
There s talk now of extending the rall-
road which runs from Djibouti to ndar
Harar clear across Abyssinia and on into
the Budan to Khartum. There are no
paturnl Aifficulties In the Budan to prevent
such a construction and the same In prob-
ably trus of Abyasinin. It is also & pontl-
bility of the far future that the ralirondn
of the ¥French Congo and those of the
Budan may be joined,”

Cape to ("utn Lime.
“IHow about the Cape to Calro road?™

“1 doubt whether thers will ba an all-
continuous rall route from Calro to the
cape. Wao shall probably have a steam

route, and that at no distant time. The
navigation of the White Nile cun he #
improved that, by the mnld of short lines
of rallrouds sround one or two placas, wa
could sond steamers from hers to the
great Inkes of Central Africa. We ure
now sending them as far ss Gondokoro, on
the borders of the Belglan Copngo, Wa
have & monthly service to that place, and
it 48 over 1100 miles from Khartum. The
trip there takes about two weeks; and it
In mude In comfortable steamers, We have
also steamers golng up the Blus Nils and
are gradually exploring the meveral
branches of the Whita Nile. Our steamers
on the maln wtream of the Whits Nlils are
now carrying tourists, and we hava boats
which leave on January 15 and Felruary
16 of especially adapted to tourist travel
They ate fAOtted throughout with electrio
lights, have hot and cold baths and some
good doubls berth cablns. They carry a
sufficient number of stewsrds and servants
to supply cemiortable accommodationa.*

Central Afrion’s Telegraph Romte,

The airdar tella me that telegraphlo com-
munleation M belng rapldly opened™ up
slong the Budan part of the Caps to Calro
steam route, Khartum has direct conneec-
tion with Egypt and through ‘ll with all
the rest of the world. The wires have been
ptrung from Khartum almost to ths Bel-
gian Congo, nnd by the time this letter i
pubfihed this place will probably be In
direct communication with Entebbe, on
Lake Victorig, nsar the source of tha Nile
Thero are now more than 4000 miles of
telegraph working wires In the 8udun; and
last Year maore than 20,00 private tele-
grams were sent over them., Thers In one
Hine which goss to Tewfikiesh at tha junc.
tlon of the Bobat with the Whits Nile;
and there ara wires going some distance
up the BHlue Nlilee Above Tewflkish (hera

i n greut swamp through which telo-
grams are coarrried weekly on small ofl
launches to  another telegraphic statlon

farther south, Moreover, I understand thet
South Afriea has run its telegraph ilneus
almost to Lake Tanganyika, and that 1t
will be only a short time Lefors thoss lipss
will be cgnnected with the Ugands system
Khartum lLas telophones and there ure also
telephonle connectionas between that city
and Omdurman.
R N—
Feri Sudam.

The rallway terminus on the Red sea s
known as Port Budan, The original lntens
tion wus to éend the rosd at Buakin, but
the Britlsh surveyors found a much hetter
port i lttls further north and located the
terminus of the rullway thers, This is
Port Budan, It lles about half way down
tha west coast of the Hed sea and Just
opposite Jeddah, about M0 milas south of
Buer. The harbor there Is the mouth of =
ereckk shoped llke o Jeaf, with ths point
Inlind. The waler ia 300 feet deep In places,
and there is deep walsr close to tha slidre.
Just outmide i a coral reaf., which nro-
tects the harbor, The Hritlsh sre now
dredging the edge of the harbor, and they
will have It so that the biggest ocean
sleamers can come right up te the gquays.
They wre bullding & guay wall of granite
blocks nearly & mile long, with electio
traction cranes running upon it. ‘The rail-
read tracks will coms out upon the wall
and the [reight will be loaded and unloaded
by the cranes Into the akips and the cars
The harbor will be lighted by electriclty
and the bast of conling Arranguvments suy
plied. The goverpment has already planoed
an expenditure of H.00000, and
the Improvemants aro well under way

A city on & grand scale han been sur
veyed nbout the harbor, m park is being
planned and the wstreeils are pogged out
The post and telegraph bulldings are now
Eeing up, schoolhouses and government of
ficen are being erected and u ddokyard is
building. The government owns oll the
land about the port, and I see thut Ints are
ndvertised for lease und sale. 8o fur but
few private bulldings have boeen oofi
structed, but the ships are wiready landing
freight for the SBudan,, Six or seven |ines
of sleamers now make regular callings
there, and Ahe prospect Is that Port Sudan
will be the chiaf port of the Red Boea and
the principul pisce of import and eaport
for lewer Nubis and & large part of
ceniral Africe
FRANK G CARFENTER.
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