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Bimple Story of Some Sturdy People Who Made Their Selection on the Virgin Prairie of Nebraska and There Built Homes and Aided in Bringing Civilization Into the Wilderness

RAND ISLAND, Neb. June 15.—(Bpecial 1 —The fftieth an-
piversary of the origizal settiement by white men of this
¥ nl " I ATE as for the
same L On the evegling of July
8, 1847 Iy of Germans strack

camyp bire Oz jerided that this was
the place they w was 10 b= the Iuture
caplital of the U 3 and womes who vers
in that colony half & : und well. Ther will be
the bhonored flgures of ‘he oocasior €7y are Fred Hedde, the
vyenerable nevwEpaper man, Willisae £ Mr. 2nd Mres Heury
Joehnek, M John Thomssen, Mr. Willlam A. Harge Kay Ewoldt,
&nd Christisn Menek Mesers Hedds and Menck, Indesd, were I3
the very advance guard, accompaniad by s surveror and several
other Americans o remalokd onl)y g few ars

A iittle over fINYy years agzo & promisent banking firm of Daven-
port, Washingion and other lmporiant towns of the east, Chubb
Brothers & Burrges, ooacelived the jdea (N dar a rallroad
would ron up the valley of the Platfe and cross the comtinent, that
thereafter the capital of the nation would have to move, snd that it
wounld maturally be centrally located and Elnce Nebraska would be
the huh of the usniverse, it wonid 1} ocuted he Fiat Tallay.
The town that was most promising = ge The thing 3o, in
thelr mirdsa, was 1 ite & Lowe t and—own & good deal
of land sround 1t Thus & COmE AL organized 1o louise n sec-
tion Im central Nebraska R ( Barnard, Fred Hedde, Willlam
Etaller, the olhers bhere meptioned end in sll over twenty Germans
and fve ADS

wWas to support the
the first winter, and th
nutil, undes
pecured fr

All of the o«
inder the terma ¢
were sald to have

m O

distribated, ) s ths latt
was apportioned After a severs storm In 1 tarly part of the
winter, In which one of the present survivors nearly jost his life—
Mr. Joehnek—and 13 which his comrades wae overcome, xnd Der-
ixbed, the first winter was & mil easant one -+

aside from the half rations mentic
1658 Mr. Stolley, who had partic; in the
first settleagrent, Jed & second sxpedition o 1he

sumbers were largely Increassd,

Hardy Holsteiners in Colony

Davenport, Ia.. from whence ithe colony to this countl)
in those years regarded as the Meora in America of the Schleswig-
Holstetners. In the first colony that thers were
twenty-five German mean, five German married wommen, one youlg
unmarried woman—the present Mrs Thomssen—and one chiid. Ot
Americans there were five Of the Germzns 211 but {ive were from
Bchleswig-Holstein, the others £z and provinoes
All of the Americans left, none remaining longer than a few
years Some few of the Germans left,
west. The majority, however, remained znd they Wwere
undergo a4 test of their staring qualities

In the first piace, the company which sent them out and wes 1o
provision them until suchk time as they could take care of them-
selves, falled during the first winter of the colony's presence I
Nebrasks. Jt made good in the matter of the provisions for the Nrst
winter, though through the falthlessness of some emisaries sent to
secure supplies, 1he colony was compellsd to go on balf rations for
som: weeks until, through the detarminstion of Fred Hedde and his
leadership, provisions were brought out just as the last d been
eonrumed on the half-diet” Ther were then in a Déw country, with
sothing to fall back upon. The srrival of & s=cond colony, howerer,
tn 1858, lessened the danger and made It more ensy, and they fared
fairly well until the suocesding rear every house but iwo
were destroyed by the fire 5=t by the roving ranch employe It was
sadd at that time that this was & man in the smploy of a present
eitizsen of Omaba, who had larpe interests some miles wesl of hers,
and bad men engazed 1o look after the same from time to time
Tpon his returz to Omaba, and, 1t st be emphasized, without the
knowledge of his employer. he set ike abundant 4dry grass
porth of the village, the wind being from that direction, and declared
that those damned Dutch bad no rights in this country anyway. He
beileved that he was protecting his racch owzer-employer, thoungh
the latter’s holdings were forty or fifty miles west of here. The man
was not & permanest settler, but only came out with some fellow
employes opce orf twice a year to o over the range foch
recollection of one of the old settiers, who, however, only remembers
this story as hearsay st that time. Lamentably a fact it was, how-
ever, that most of the settlers st the time lost the provisions of an
entire winter, muck cothing and pearly everything excepting thelir
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Defense Against the Indians

Three years lptervened without amy great calamity when the war
of the rebellion broke out. The troops st Fort Kesrny, which bad
afforded protection by thelr very presemce within fifty miles, were
eallad 1o the frozt The officer retralning in chsarpge is sald to have
spiked the guns, being & southers sympathizer and to bave Jeft the
petthers even without the poesibie protection of going thither In case

of pecessity But they bhad determizstios and resclved when the
reporis of massscres came pearer to fordfy themselves The oid
“0. K store™ established early In the sizties or late In the fifties

was made into & fort. Guns wers secured, almost as great iu varietr
as It pumber. The number of settiers had Incresse by this time sad
were scattered farther west fhas the old first
“Washington-to-be,” snd Willlam Stolley erected another fort on his
origizal claim, for these—a mile or a0 west of the O. K. store. This

wWwws ste lhe

be called “Fort Independence,™ and relstes that the first emblem
of the Uslon, the Btars and Stripes, floated from ihis fort It pro-

vided protection for some thirty o forty persons and had am un-
derground barn for the horsea The setllers with this were detsr-
mined to remain and give the redaiine battlies were they 10 attempd
to molest them. In the meantims all settiers who had gone farther
west were causing the dust to rise on the old trall on thelr way back

to Omahba This was but aatural, sinee they ware more statiered,
por had the prowection of even a poorly and hurriedly constructed
jog-house fort. Many of omur settlers urged them o go no feriher
but 10 stay bere jois the local settiement aud be néarsr to thelr

claima, but they would ¢ top for & momeaent. The war flaally was
passed. & casnon it the meantime having bees left to the settlers,

the commadding olficers ssading It commending the settlers for

thedr bravery, and through the recommendatica of the War depart-

meut, the pioce was Nimally dosated w0 EHall cosnty sapd is now kept
ai & relic of cldea times A fit place for Its mounting will be made
—ihe wheels and other wood work having long mlace decsred. The
s=ttiers. bowever, were never molested, the Indians prodably hav ing

respect for the prejurations made—and ab exagserated ides as W
what these préeparations and arms really were

Massacres of Those Days

In more remote sections of what st present comprises Hall coynty
there Wil OLe IDRSSAC T P. Soilth snd one Andersos, his
son-in-law were Hving stsar, where the viflage of Wood River now
stands. Smmith, Anderson, the lsiter's two sons and a grandehild
weat 10 he river (o oot some logs. Andersoz who wok a load of
Jogs heme lu the morning returned to find Smith the two sons and
grandckiid to Bave besn massacred by the Sloux Indiscs The body
of the ol man, Smith had several arvows ia it and the boys hag
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bees struck down with gr aze, evidence thst the Sioux war club
&is0 baer used, being in hand
Anociher incid that s related is that of the massacre of two
ULg men on the Loup river. One of them. Christian Goetische,
Was one of the first to attend school in Hall county

=e older men on the Loup hu

had
¥
Fo
They wers with

£. While the older men were

&way from the camp. down the river, s war party of Indians came
&long and when the older men retorned. both boys—~Frauen and
Goetische, lay dead In poals of thelr own blood. Two Martin bors
were chased by several Indlans snd as they ware ri £ on {\ée
horse, were shot at and plnnsd logsther with an Indiac's srrow.
Thep escaped, r. and both survived. These were the gons of
N. Martin, the setiler south of the river in wha! is pow knowsn
the same being ngmed after the ploneer. All of

unfavorable and threstenm ng lncidens, however, causad no

¢ among the colonfsts nearer the original settlement whose maln
sttt bl s 34% & . 2 a
roubles with the Indians were their begpary and thieving.

Trials of Many Kinds

The re had becowe farily prosperous sagain—as prosperity
Wenl in those days—when, after the war, the Jong dreamed buliding
of & raliroad uwp the Platte valler was begun. But Was Dot an
unmizsd blessing: for the contractors came snd took &l the timber
for ties over thelr protests. Finally thelr counsel in Omahs advised
them to have the contractors, ihe wood choppers and timber de-
spollers, put under arrest. The sheriff swore in a large number of
deputies. The men were arrestsd, but orders soon came that thay
must be released, o5 they hud given surety for thelr appearstios—
their forewen or bosses had signed their bonds. And the wood chop-
ping was contnued, the best belng takenr for raliroad ties asnd the
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resl for cord wood This caused one or two W0 leave. The rest
“stood pel” Late in the sizrtles the town site was moved z mile
pOorik of the original settiswment. 10 the rallroad The farms in-

creased lu value, however, uniil the mext untoward thing came on—
lasted for some One writer
relates that they practically destroyed everribing in ope year and

parteily destroyed even eating

the grassbopper plague whikhk TEATE

the crope iz several cother vears

onious out of the ground. A rejpreseptative was sent 10 Washington
to secure ald—Mr. William Stolier—and be finslly secured an ap-

propriation of §150,000 for the state through the efforts of Senator
Hitcheoock and Cougressman Croutse and ex-President Garfisld—
ihen & wember of the commitiee concernad—and upon callizg upos

SURVIVING MEMEERS OF HALL COUNTY'S PIONEER COLONTY.

Mr. Gould, owper of the Unlon Pacific in New York, securad free
trassportation for ail relie! poods.

Those who went through those years., and there are many In
Nebraska relate with goauimity that at times the grasshoppers were
s0 1kick in thelr fight that the sun was clouded One season, when it
was too late for replanting snd all vegetation bad reached guilie an
advanced stage, éveryihing was esten the completensss of the forage

is llustrated by a Joca! writer who al that titme was {n the observing
&g® of borhood Willlatn Thomssen, the ex-represeptative from this
county, and trensurer, son of Lhe one woinan whlo came

1% &% & Eugie WOIDAD, SOCGINPALYIAE A Méla-
the following:

ular end unwalcomed visitors in early days

It 1o repeat her there were {mimenss
EwErms of wk davs for ) pest over in rapid
flight and th were desLrove them, ete, 2
been told very 1r end repesisdly by others O

ton that 1 made with grasshoppers was very | n
For relating this in 21 1 have not just squarely been call al

but somebody wi AYS give me 1o understand that J

i nea alw
wae petting siightir away v the truth, nevertheless | shall repest
it once more just xs It pocurred. Mother had guite a garden paich

&VEry year o the garden there was among other vegalables s palch

of onlons Now 1t &id not take long for the grasshoppers to clean
up the cabbage, etc. They also tackied the opilons hey firet ale
the green stems and them kept on eating further down into the

ground ull they were on the ground. and nothing but the tips of
their wings was visible as they stood on head and ste downward

AS many & ocould crowd imto the bole would crowd in and therd
peaceabir feast on onloma “When the grasshoppers left there was
pothing left of the onlons bDut the holes in the ground whers ouly a
few days bLefore wers the onfons They had left them the holes,
smopth and undisturbed

Commerce Before the Rz lroad Came

Before the advent Pacilfic, whoz all of the travel
through the country was by prairie-schooner, the Grand Ialand set-
tlement fared well in the matter of disposing of thelr CTODe
fexture, Frod Hedde, the founder of The Indepentens

“In the fall 1857 the first rum from the west about
Fold being discovered st Plke's Peak. the Colorsdo moustain, not
far southwest of the presant ofty of Denver. They wire iz the be-
glnning not creditad, but In spite of thls doudt iz & next spring
Quite s sumber of gold seckers sared along the Flatts valley for
the new Elderado, the embryo of Denver and of (he state of Colo
mdo, and though many of them returned in the fall disappolinied and

of the Cajon
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¥
(04

TS CAIL®

WILLIAM A HAGGER

FPRED HEDDE

sad, the giream of emigrstion not omly to Colorado, dut also to the
olber gold countries of Wroming, Montana, ldsho, Utak and the
Parcific coast, yearly increased, so that for seven or eight years hun-
dreds of pardes, some of them with a number of wagons and teammg
passed dally and camped o the Platte nesr our settlemesnt. These
goid feids gnd the march of Pike's Peakers.' as they weore called,
Lhad no sttraction for our ploneers, who did not suffer with the
gold fever. But this continsally moving msss of gold hunters was
of great sdvantage to them. Our settlement was Dearly the last
pisce where the trevelers could buy anything, and in cousegunce Our
settdars bad s splendid oppertunity to dispose of their hay, cora,
cals, garden vegetables and some provisions at high prices. From
$1.800 o §1.50 for & bushel of graln was an ordinary price, and at
extraordinary cocasions the price went consideradly higher., Bome
contracts of several thousand bushels were taken by the setilers from
the commasnding officers of Fort Kearny, w0 be delivered there ad
$2 04, about bhsif the price the government used t5 pay for the cora
which bad been delivered thers from £t Joseph, Mo. The Grand
leland settlers had po large fields yet and thelr crops were compara-
tvely small, but these small crops pald better than large crops now
&nd gave the settlers an excellent start, which put them in good
condition, ss Lthey generally were as saving as indusirious ™

Burvivors of the Pioneer Colony

Of the first colonists who still remain residents of Hall county,
Fred Hedde 1s probably the dean He has reached the eighty-ninth
¥ear. His bas bean 3 most active life. He was a prominent attoraey
in Kiel, and it is stated that in the Kiel Tumballe there are plos
tures of the venerable gentlemen 25 be made an address in the ine
terests of liberyy and freedom in that country. “Let Fred Hedde go
to Kiel today.” said & German recently who has been in the German
metropolis within the decade, “and bhe would be taken up sad down
the street in the greantest of honor.™

Christiss Menck. bas always bees s farmer in his active yeara
He is & younger man but for the last fifteen yoars has besn taking
life more easy. in a comfortable residence in tiis city, still, however,
retaining his bomestead Mr Menck was married in Omaba In 1358
and their wedding trip was w0 Grand Islapd—a 1a prairie schooness
and ox team. The stale room of the Pullman was pot dreazned of
iz that 4ay

Cay Ewoidt also stfl] retained the oid homestead, & valuabie farm

(Comtizued on FPage Four,)
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Neighbors and Friends for Last Fifty Years Meet for Reminiscent Half Day

GROUF OF THE EARLY SETTLERS OF CASE OOUNTY

TAKEN AT A REUNION AT THE M'MAEKEN HOME AT PLATTSMOUTH ON MAY 22, 1597,



