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istoric Fashion Plates That Illustrate Manners as Well as Dress

ONE OF i
EW YORK, May 11.-
fashion plates! It will suve you
from belng cheated In more ways
than one if you have an Intimats
acqualntance with faahilpn plates,

paat end presont*

80 sald an authority, and 1o point tha
warniog she showed some recent reprodus-
tions of prints of early Now York

“Hera 1s & print labeled such and such
A strest about 176." she sald. *““The ‘mbout’
In the only saving grace in this dating,
which |s about forty years out of the way,
an any wstudent of famshion plates would
know. The people wealking on the streat,
the men In full bottomed troumers, the
woman and the ilttls girl in lag-o'-mutton
fiseves and other unmistakable signs, mark
the pariod as somewhers near 1340,

“The mistuke n dating another peint
1%0 should be plaln to anyone, as it is
protty well known that women at that
time had waists =0 short as to come fust
below the armpits, while the woman walk-
Ing by A famous old Naw York bulding In
tha ploture haa the long, slim, trimly balted
walst, which was not In vogue untll at
lsast twenty-five years lator. The dating
of the third print Is & curloun attempt to
turn time hackward In its Alght.

“The pleture purports to show how a
well known business street looked In 1843
when it was the center of the shopping
dimtrict. At this date women sported stu-
pendous hoope, but the women in the print
are gowned llka those of the other two, In
the demurs fashions of 188 or a little
earlier, while the men wear the very long
swallowtall coat of that period.

"Of courss, this la of no real! moment
except as an exposure of some one's lgno-
rance, but {f you were collecting Mistorfeal
prints you would find that the study of
fashion plates and a genernl knowledge of
costume was well worth having to make
sure that your treasures were dated cor-
rectly, Then, too, thers 18 a bit of ma-
lletous fund to be got from your scquaint-
ance with fashion plntes.

"Famlly albumns still exist and vou have
only to study the bygone photographs of
the person who hates like polson to have
her age known In order to arrive at the
fatal number within two or three yenrs '’

These nre grnerally unsuspscted unea for
the fushion plete. It has still other merits
in fta own peoullar provinece which are not
usually appreciated In mn ungrateful world,

It han other functions besides fis obvious
one of teaching the newost fashion in dross
Pearmeating this la the more subtle, but
not leas Important, lesson on the latest
fashion In airs and graces.

The good fushion plate Invariahly glves
Just the correct alr, nelther more nor less
Tha poise of the figure, the turn of the
head. the manner of sitting or walking, of
holding up the gown, of digposing the hands
are po Important In ereating a fashionabls
Appsarance that one 18 tempted to think
that wtyle mdintas from the mien rather
than the costume.
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The grent partralt painters, who were
tsunlly grent fashion artists, Hiuostrate this
polnt perfectly, They recorded tha small-
est detall of the costume of thelr day apd
Of 1's company mAanners,

The early portralt palnters were taught
to disregard ths body, Anatomy waa
arathemn, and they drew attenuated, poor
creatures with wnmﬁ—gqne favns, while
thelr akill wus expended on the most
minute representations of the costums of
the perold. Every little fancy In  head-
dress or emhroldery, svery f{old of drapery,
was palnstakingly recorded, and the women
wera all posed In what must have been
tha fanhlonable attitude of the time, a sort
of reversed Greclan bend mo pecullar that
its llkke has never been sesn.

It would have besen impoasible for Hoi-
blen or one of his school to be other than
absolutaly truthful, but the homely dignity
and power of the faoces In HollMen's pictures
decldedily overmhadow the costume, Theses
great women and men with gravely folded
hands appear am though they had sat to
the painter in thelr everyday clothes.

The portralts of the next hundred years,
during which the queen of three thousand
dresses ran her race, sesem to be nothing
more than highly wrought fashlon plates,
so deeply buried was the Individual in the
monstrogities and exceaglve ornamentation
of costume. Van Dike, whose sitters al-
ways came to him In gula areay, was the
happy recordar of costumes at once stataly
and ploturesque,

He tells us that thers were restrictions
in the use of jewels In his time for the
long taper fingers with which he dellghted
to endow his sitters are gulltless of rings.
From this time on It waa often the fashlon
to dispense with formal costume.

The Lely school puinted the languld beau-
Llies of the restorution in & mare or less
Indiscroat undress, but how fashlonable was
Its Indiscretion! Only to e matched by the
extrema modiahness of the wearer's lan-
gulshing mien and elaborately careless colf-
fura,

The elghteerth century was the golden
agoe of portralt painting. It was at Lhe
same time the age of muasgquerades and,
above all. the age of amtiment

Ladies wore painted in formal costumsa,
the helght of the mode, and still were pro-
diglously fashionable when thay chose Lo
bo palnted in classical dmperies, in psasant
dreas or In pharming print mornlng gowns
and in the aot of fesding the chickena Dut
ft must ba remembered that portrail paint-
ors were merely falthful copylats of fash-
long that were already current and had
first been spread bLroadcast by soms other
ngency.

Just what form the first fashion plates
took i not recorded, but wa do know that
as carly as the fourteenth century France
sentl puppets dresssd In the uewest modes
to other countries and it s likely that this
affective means of disseminating the fash-
lona was of very ancient origin, perhaps
us old as doils themselves In England
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thesa quaint fashion plates were called lit-
tle ludies or bables, mademoisslles or mop-
pats Instead of dolls until the middie of the
elghisenth century,

Henrl IV of France writes to Marie de
Medicls In 1800; “"Frontenac tells me that
you desire patterns of our fashicne In
dreas. [ send youw, therofore, some model
dolls.”" No, ¥7 of the Bpectator, for Janu-
ary 17, 1711, Is devoted to n deseription of a
jointed wooden baby which “camas regularly
over once A month hablied after the man-
ner of the mosi eminent toasts In Paris.™

This mademolselle wis complete in every
partioular of her costume éven to the way
the garters were ted and also as to the
colffure, the complexion and the very new-
&t pince to put & patch. The coming of
this “dear moppet’” had been somewhat de-
layed at this time owing ta the war with
France, though no matter how tightly
alosed English ports might be during war
times thersa was always a loophole left for
the fashion dolls to oreep in

This privilege was taken away during
the Napoleonle wars, however, and Lhen,
sid Mra, Bury Palliser, “Bugllsh women,
deprived of Freneh ald for a whole genera-
tlon, begun to dresa badly. Pitt has much
to answer for.”

Mra. Earle finds many ailuslons In
lettara (o fashion dolls and given
ter to them in her book on American cos-
tume, for, of course, they were of the
first importance to ladies on this side of the
water. The poor msouls seem to have got
them recond hand by way of Lopdon and
then Lo have sent coples of them to still
more benlghted belngs In remots Inland
districts

It In to fancled that the Ittle dolls
were somewhat rare also, for Mra, Hannah
Teatt, o mantua maker at the head of Bum-
mer  strest, Boston, advertises “‘a  baby
drest aftsr the newest fashion latlly ar-
rived from Leondon. Any ladles that desire
to soe It may eithor come or send, she will
be ready to walt on ‘em, I they come to

old
A chap-

the houme It
walts on “em
was in 1THR

The genuine fashion plate came into helng
with the woman's magazine, As wWas natu.
ral these fashion plates cams carller and
were better In Fratice than In England
In the Intter country, though there had
beéén an effort made as early us 1000, the
woman's magasine was not launched on
& successful oareer yntil 177,

These quaint perfodicals contalned some
geneml news, tales which, according to
the fashion of the day, were Impartinlly
compossd of sentiment and wvulgarivy,
nome tedious essayn, much mawkish poelry,
some acrostics and cookery reclpes. Tho
embellishments consisted of a few poor
woodcuts and copperplate engravings, with
patterns for needlework

It was some years even theén before there
were added 10 theae attractions descrip-
tione of London and Parls modes, accom.
panied by colored plates. Parls was of

is Two Bhillinge & If sha
it 1» Heven Bhillings." This

TRE PRSHION - PLATE GIVES m
CORNNECTAIR S AND GRACE S.

vourse the fountainhead In  this matter
nnd the only good prints were thosa
drawn Ifrom French plates, which were
dellghtful Itte works of art beautifully
dmwn and colored.

Intesd., there sre few modern fashion
plates whiah oan approach In excelloncs
the Frenel plates of the first quarter of
the nineteenth century But would the
Anglo-Baxon adopt anyihing from Paris
without & fling? Not If he could haelp 1t
and here In & womnn's magnsine of this
pericd we have plates sidea by mide, one
showing the Paris fawhion, the other the
fashion In London,

The London dealgn fondly nuppossd
to be & modillcation, a toning down, of the
frivolltles of French dress more acceptable
to the modest good sanse of Englishwomen
It was the same with our own Godey of
Lilegsod meamory After procuring st Im-
mense palne and expense, aa he wan careful
Lo assure us, some besutiful French fashion

-

in

plates, he had them redrawn and carefully
modified or Americanized, as he put |t
which means that the walsts were snlarged,
the low bodices made higher and the gen«
eral mir mades more demure.

There tn otlll a curlous Adlsplay of
tlonal pentiment to be noted In fashion
plstos. Though the lutest modes [from
France may be followed In England, Ger-
many and the L'nited Btates, there (s aa
much difference In the general alr of thelr
respective faahion women aa thers Is In the
rncinl characteristics of thelr women,
The Franch fashlon damo In always suave
and graceful, though much corsetted, tha
Gorman vather squars and etiff, the Bnge
lish a willowy, billowy thing; the American
~fhades of the departed Godey, what wiylel
Hero I8 to be found & slight degree of ex-
aggerntion, probably to be accounted for
by the natlonal self-confldence and nervous
energy of poss and action.
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Life and Nature of Sahara

(Continued from Page Three.)

man stands &t the hole whera It flows out
with an bour glasa, and when the wsand
has run through shuts off the supply.

———
A Dreary Life.

T cannot describe the dreariness of com-
mon everyday life In these Baharan oases,
About the only gresn thing one pees in
the strects s the palm leavés overhead.
Inside & garden there may be patches of
vegetables and grass with treoes bearing
wvarious kinds of frult; but In the villages
themnselves everything Is as bare as the
middle of the road., and that in a land
which might be & tropical paradise, The
houses have no gnrdens in or about them.
They mare joined close together, and are
moreé ke & catacombs than a place where
prople live, move and have thelr belog.
There are few signs of life during much
of the day. There are no windows facing
the sireets, and the only means of ventila-
tion o that side of the house are jlttls
holes atwut the size of A paving brick up
near the roof.

In willages llke these the people look
squalid and dirty, but the dirtieat of them
nre loaded with jewelry. I photographed
one middle aged dame of a swarthy com-

plexion who had ear-rings as blg &y an
after dinner coffee cup snucer, und as ahe
turned around 1 noticed that she wore
anklets of white metal as wide as a tin
up Is high. Indeed, they looked like tin
cupa without bottoms or handles. Eveu
the cilidren were loaded with jewelry.
Home pf them were not averse to being
photographed, although both women and
children held out thelr hands for money
4% soon as thelr pletures were taken,
"As 1 walked through the town | passed
severnl Moorish coffes houses In  which
wera Arabs sitting on the foor, smoking
and chatting, drinking coffes or playing
dominoes, The coffee houses look not un-
itke an American stable. Their only light
comens In through the door and the peo-
ple sit on the mud foor.

e
Chatenu Landon.

In “"The Garden of Allab'™ the novel to
which 1 referrsdl at the beginning of this
jetter, mome vivid descriptions are mades of
the Chatsau Landon, a wonderful dnte
piantation belonging to & wealthy French
pnobleman. If one would know just how
much waler means In the desert he' may
lernn by visiting this plice, It contains
about Afteen acres nnd iz a wondesful
botanicul garden right here on the edge

-

New Mexico’s New Governor

HAT'S a characteristic Roosevelt
trick."” ramarked a veteran of the
Phillppine insurrection when he
hoard of the appolntment of Crp-
tain George Curry, governor of

Bamar province, to be govermor of (he

territory of New Mexico. Tha announoes

ment of Curry’a elevation to the governor-
ship of & tervilory came without any warn-
ing, and It was =ald at the White Housa
that probably no one would bs more sur-
prised than Captain Curry, to whom news
of his sppointment was cablod last week,
“Thoro’'s an adjective In Greek,"
ued this Philipplne veteran,
desoribog Curry;

contin-
“which aptly
it has wlipped my mind
for the moment, but fresly translated it
means ‘walk up to anything.' That's the
sort of man the new governor of New
Mexico 1s; he will walk up to anything; he
does nmot know the meaning of the word
fear and things that would frighten even
& brave man oul of his boots merely make
Curry’s little blue eyes twinkle the faster.
Bome people wear their years well; some
badly. Curry does not wenr his at all
You never think how old he Is; you often
wonder how young he may ba. 1 bave
known him & long tUme but 1 mnever
thought of his age untll you ssked; ha Is
probably & years young not old. Curry
was At ons Ums sheriff of a ocounty In
Artmona. FHe is western born and brought
up, and there s no better type of that
sectiog of country, He was & capialn in
the Rough Riders, but he had the hard luck
to beiong to that battallon which was left
behind and did not get o the froot. Ha
did not get 10 Cuba, and it was about the
hardest liok Curry ever had. When (n the
Rough Riders he had the promise of his
colonel's assistance and was thereby en-
abled to get & second lleutenancy in the
Elsvanth cavalry., He wanted a capiainoy,
but that waa not to be bhad, 20 Curry took
the Job at hand, He went o the Phillp-
pines with that regiment, expecling (o sea
some fun. He recoived apother disappolut-
ment when he was placed In charge of the
regimental pack train, bul it was always
Curry's way to do the day's work, whether
the work was to his lking or not. The
Eleventh oavalry was attached to Oeneral
Bates” divigion, which was at that tlme
snguged In the ocoupation of Cavite and
Batangaa provinged. ‘Jack’ Hayes waas
lHeutenant colonel of the Fourth ocavalry.
The voluntesrs and the regulars set out
from two points about five miles apart Lo
bike It acroas the lslund and sireich a line
intoe which General Wheaton was to drive
the enemy. Curry was In charge of one
pack trald and the other wes made up of
regulary. The lipe of nrch taken by the
voluntesers wan as rough a bit of hiking as

aver fell 10 & soldier's Jot o e lalands;

it took them ovar slx streams and through
many gorges from % to MO feet Nigh, The
volunteers got ahead; overy evening the
head of the calumn huited for supper, alter
& lttle brush with the Filipinos, and before
the march was taken up agaln the tinkle
of the bell mare of Cupry's pack train
waa heard in the distance and he was right
with us ready for the start the next day.

“The race was kept up with the volun-
teors In the lead until n crossing the last
gorge ome of the mules of Curry's pack
train slipped and broke its neck. Lnstead
of abandoning that pack Captain Curry un-
packed the mule and men handled the pack
out to the top of the gorge, but he could
not overtaks the regiment for night hsd
come. He ordered his mules unpacked and
mads 8 breastworks of the packs outside
the mules, and Curry and his men, srmed
only with six-shooters—ihers was not a
carbins in the bunch—sat there the night
through before a bif, blazing fire, shouting
and yelllng themsalves hoarse, hourly ex~
pecting 1o be rushed by the natives any
moment, but endeavoring to frighten them
away by making enough nolse for & regi-
ment. ‘The pack train overtook the regi-
ment in the town the next diy. Hayes got
in with his men about 9 o'clock, but the
pack tradn In charge of the regulars d4id
not arrive for two days.

“Jt was a remarkable performance, the
prompiness with which Curry got that pack
trein through. The story of it ia told In
the lalands today to all newoomers.

*Oharacteristio of the man was his com-
ment to his commanding officer whoen he
arrived: 1 would be obliged, sir, if you
would lssue some cdrbines to me and my
men the next (ime we start on a hike; we
might have & lttle trouble in handling
the situation If we were attacked and had
only six-shooters’’

Bince then Currr has been In the thick
of many a fight, and whan poace tmes
came he was !n the customa service In
Manlla for & tma and lster was appointed
governor of Bamar. He was loat for a
while lust year when he went out with
some wschool teachers to conduct negotis-
tlons with ths natives snd the party wua
attacked by Insurrectos. When the party
relurned Governor Curry was missing. He
turned up somé Uime later. When the at.
tack came he bad jumped loto the river
aid ducked out of sight on the other side
and sef about recounoltering for himself
to find out who the trouble makers were.
Later he turned uwp and went down with
the troops to restore ordsr.

The president has never forgotten Curry
and has kept in touch with him through
men who have served In the Phillppines
and hiverseen the kind of work he has

of the demert IL s a date forest
spereed with all sorts of tropleal and
lemperate frult trees and shrubs. There
are green hedges fifteen feet high, as oare-
fully trimmed as those in the botanical
gurdena of Alglers, or In that of Buiten-
Eorg, Java. About twenty Arab gardeners
nre always busy keeping the plantation In
order and the leaves are not allowed to lla
on the paths or walkm Here and thers
through the garden are housss of Arab
architecture, the homes of the ownet, and
In one place there ls a grest clrele cut
out under the trees whers dances may be
held In the open.

Inter-
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Sldl Okba and His Oasls.

Have you ever heard of Bidl Okba?

He was a4 famous Arnb general who
conguered the whole of north Afrios from
the Nile to the Atlantle about L500-0dd
yenrs ngo. All whom he conquersd he con-
verted by telling them that they must dle if
they did not espouse the Mohammedan re-
ligion; and it Is =xid that when he reached
the western ocean he rode into It exclalm-
ing that If It were not for this barrier he
would maks every people of tha lands be-
yond worship Allah or die.

Thia man was one of the xreat Moham-
medan heroex. The people look upon him
as a salnt and they have named towns
pases and other places after him. One of
the most Important of these s Bidl Okba,
which lles twelve miles from here In the
heart of the desert. In M s the shrine of

package on the market.
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the saint and the moaque containing It s
¥ald to be the oldest Mohammedun bulld-
Ing In Africa. The town s tho religlous
capital of this part of the world, so holy
that the people make pligrimnages to it as
they do to Kalrouan, In Tunisia, and to
Meoca und Medina, In Arabla.

I rode acrosa the descrt this afterncen
and visited It. The way 18 over a cvountry
coverad with a scanty vegetation of thorny
sorub, through sandy and stony wastes,
and by the cases of Milach and Chetma,
Bidl Okba iteelfl has 05000 palm trees and
the town has several thousand people. The
plantations are surrounded by mud wallas
like those of Biskra. but the housea nra
better and rome of the streels are so wide
that one can drive through them. On our
way thers wo passed some caravans of
oamels and donkey®r. We saw many tent
villages and great focks of black gouts
watched by shepherds.

,4_.5»4_——
Businesas of an Onasia,

Entering the gate wo rode botweah tha
mud walls to the public sgquare, whlch is
surrounded by petly stores or Dbazars,
Every store |8 a box-like room no wider
than the door which leads into it and 50
low that the merchants van hardly stand
upright within 1t. The stores ars lighted
from the front and the customers stand In
the strect aa they bargain.

Thers was considerable
on. Here men were weanving,

industry going
hare they
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were making plows and farther on saddles.
In the strest of the tallots 1 saw severad
men using American sewing machines, but
nowhere did I see any Amerfoun uond.q.
On the sides of the streets were mud
ledges bullt out from the mud wiklla. Thess
ledges wers filled with white-gowned men
chatting or slesplng. Bome wersa reell
cotton and some sowing. AL night t
lodges are filled with sleegers.

Many of these poorer Arabs have ne
homesa, They eat at the cafes and slesp ln
the strests. This Is especinlly so in the
citles. The men always sleep with thelr
hoads covered and, In fact, with every LIt
of bare skin hidden. One rewson for this
is on account of the fMies. They (alrly
aswarm in all the onses, making one pray
for the Callph Adalmelic, the father of
filen, to breathe upon them and drive thera
awny. This old calish had u breath so
fatal to flles that every une dropped dead
that faw over his mouth. }

During my stay | visited the famous
mosgue. It 1s an ordinary bullding with
perhaps half ® dozen rooms, Including the
plage of warship. It was flled with Mo-
hammednns when [ entered It this afters
noon and 1 heard the Mohammedan youths
singing out verses from the Koran in the
school rooms on each alda. 1 spent a whils
watching the men at thelr pravers and
although 1 was known Lo be & Christian I
was sot moleated

FRANK G. CARPFENTER
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