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Great Homestake Mine Inijo Which Rivers Are T

1

A, B D, May .-
March 34 last,

{Special.}

fre was discoversd

an y Hofemt level of the Home-

stake mine, In stope Ko, § novth,

Whett the fira was  discovased

Emong the timboers 1t had guinsd  stth
headway that it was deemed advie
#ble 1w hoist the men from the lower
wWorkings (o the surince, and this was dane
Artangement yere made 1o fight the
flames. bot, derplite all that osuld be dons,
thare appenred to bo no W Mway mafde
ARAINS Lhem On the third day o heayy
gk was genemted, deadly In Its affects
" upon those coming In contact with 1t Many
OF the men were overoom= and It was then
sedn that the ordinary hods would not
pravail or be efectiy . wns turned
fhto the bBurning stops, 1 that seemed to
make ocondltlons evep orse than belcre
and Al not do any’ g toward putting
ot the fire ANl thy  pelemee could deviee

and practicn) mining  Jen
but the fAre burned &b,
goas became less |
whs attacked wi, d snergy. Baveral
timas 1t was W 4. " to have béen ax-
tingulshed, but ¢+ hOld agiin break out with
renawed violenc' ‘the gas and smakes asain
accumulated, 41 ing the Aghlors away from
tha fire and to plaess of nafely Om Moh-
duy Inst SBuperintendent Grler gave up all
hopa of putting out the fire by the ususl
mothod and decdded to Nood the workings
as a last resort, and operations were be-
Eon lpoking to turming the fafll volume of
walar r. ning In Whiltewood and Deadwood
areaks into the mine. This work hns been
completed and the full fow of both streams,
togeather with 1,000,000 gallons & day
from Spearfish creck., are belng emptied
islo the workings of the property
—

Miner's Negleot the Canse,

It 18 sald on the very best of authority
thiat the fire originated from & blast set off
in the stope by one of the workmen, n for-
slgnar, who fired his holes close to where
the timbers in the stope are the thickest,
It {& usually the costom after Aring a roind
ef bolea for thesminer ta return and ses
what his shots have dowe In fuet It s d&
malided thoat he 49 o, s0 should thers be
Aangoerous ground he can warn the shift
that s to follow of the conditiens, and put
olt any fire or smudge ®hich may hava
boon left from the burn ag fus or particles
of unexploded powder, T4 % the fellow
who fired the shots falled tJ do, and it
Was an hour or two after the blast had
bhon exploded that the fire wia discovered,
ahd then It was oo Inte to do more than
to warn the men working on the lowar
lavels and In other parts of the mine, Tos-
eut the horses and mules and get them to
ths surface and safety.

—_——-——
Materinl for the

Bome ldes of tow
dertaking to fill the
be had from

uggest wan tried,
After » whils the
Ablesome an\ the fire

Ay W

over

Fire.

muagnitude of the un-
raine with water may
the fact that there nre aver

nfty miles of rallrond vrack laid In the
various tunnels and drifts of the mines; that
for twenly yemrs & line of narrow guuge

radiroad has been hauling timbers to Lead,
and all of that tmber has boen placed
in the miae; Lthat some of the stopes, which
do not include the fifty miles of tunnels
sud drifts, are blg enough to take In The
Bee bullding and have room for other
smiller bulldings. Many of the stopes nre
8o closely Alled with timbera that It js
almost Impossible Lo pass through them,
and were all of the lumber In the houses
of Lead placed ln the mine, It would not
Bh o guarter of the amount thet s In tho

Y § mine, 8o the fire, nhould It spread from it

present place, has an unlimited
¢ of materinl 1o work on,
it In estimated with Whitewood cresic
\nd Dea@wood creek, the natural flow of
water ioto the mine (L0 gnllons = min-
W), and the water from Spearfish creek
thl-l it will tanke forty-seven days to flond

amount

mine to a niont above the 0-fool
]ﬂl’lﬂ two lovels aboye the present looa-
tlon of the fire. It Is sald that the mine

aan be pumped out within sixty days and
that the workings oan be put fn shape
aguin within three montha from the time

the mine has been drained During the
time that the mine Is belng Nlled the Nrs
will be fought until the men can hbd

longer remaln In the workings
_ba done in the hope that it chn be cors
‘rallsd and that #t will not he necesanry
to flood the mine abdve the 000-foot level,
At the prosent time nothing i* being dons
arfound the property axcept Aghting the
fire and watching the water ralse In the
'btlln;! On Baturday night the water

This will
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IN THE STOPE.ON THE B0-FOOT LEVEL OF THE HOMESTAKE-TEN STORIES OF 1TMRERING CAUGHT FIRE.

had reached almost. to the  @fobt 1evel,
but after It has passed that level fhe ralas
will be nlow, ns the 80-foot Mveia above
are Lthe ldrgést In the mines.

Story of the Homestalke,

In the summer of 1878° the " Mahudl broth-
are, prospectors, discoveregd ‘the orjginal
Homestiaks mine, on the divide between
Gold Hun and Bobtall creels. 'On the sur.
face the ore was very. rioh, And, . for a time,
the Manuels worked . the “ore which - they
took from the openiogs made on the prop-
erty in an arastra, & primitive. mil, such
as was used centuries dgo i Mexloo, and
by the Bpaniards in thelr American posses-

il

glons. They afterward workad some of the
ore in a small stamp mill which had beon

erocted on the present site of Lead. By
both of these methods the ore pald, al
thoukh ‘& close saving of the gold could

no: be mude. The richness of the ore at-
trasted considerable attention from miners
espacially from those who camas from the
qu:lr'l.i diatricts of Callfornia, a number

of capitallsts 'rom that stale having repre-

sontatlves fn the Black Hilla looking up
good proposivlons, J. B Haggin belng
among thit outnbér. Reports of the rich-

claime coming Lo his
Hanitor

ness 0f the Homsstake
attentioh, he ment the late
I1. Hearst to the Black Hills to

ook Into

WORKING A MACHINE DRILL UNDERGROTND

the proposition and make = report on ik ground, an elghty-stamp plant, which cost, mlilling and gold saving wera crude, * the
The report made by Mr. Hearst was salls-  (noluding  trunsportation, $140,000 It was propeity peid from the Hret time its milling
factory and he was Instructed (o secure shpigfeted In July, 180, being supplied with plant was cleaned up, and from October,
the mine If poasible for Haggin and hid see from. an opdn cut on the Homestake 1998 hos contloved paying dividends, ran-
As4ocinten This Mr. Hoarst A4, secuting clalms At this time.no nitempt wns made ging from 10 cents to & centa per phare,
the property for about $100,0 to treat the tallings from the mill nor from not midsing o month, In round numbers,
= tha nillls erected Inter, and i was not done glnee October, 1875, the mine has produced

First Forty-Stamp Ml unitlh the properiy had beon worklhg for in the nelghborhood of $000% in gold,

In November, 1877, the Homestake Minlng séversl years, nfter which It was vom« more than three-fourths of which has been
company wis incorporated with a capital of menced, and then It wian confined to run- pald out for lnbor, the making of improve-

e edm, divided tnto 190060 shares Al ning the tallings over Brussels carpots and inents and the purchase of water rights

s tima 100000 was pild In to pay Tor the ",“-17,! the roncentrates, which Jater were and addittona!l ground, including adjoining

property. and afterword (wo nsscssmenis smeolted,. but st so high & cost that lttle Incorporntions, paying during that time

of §1 per share werd levied.upon the éapital profit was oMalned from them Although, something In excesa of $15,000000 In divi-

siock, realiging R0 This money wias when compared with present methodn In donda

utilizged to bulld the fArst mill vpon the yse by the sompany, Its Arst aliempts at From time to time the original eight
-

Frunt Trees Are Apparently Caught by a Second Winter

than any other one man in the
atute, says we will have plenty of fruit yet.
$5e gives am his reason the fact that the
traed wenit Into winter quarters in April
and will emerge agalu In such tme as the
warm Adays of aspring fOnally eome. Mr
Willams furnbihed The Bea with the fol-
lowing statement. and photographs from
which (he asceompanying plotures are
made:
Present Condition of 07 Frult Croap.
“0Oh, dear! dear! what can the matlter bhe?

HEODORE WILLIAMS, the Bur
bank of Nebrusks, who has done
more 0 hnprove the fruit and

‘ make e orchards of Nebraaska

Matter be!” Ob, why does naluts,  that
arratie nnd wonderful wigard,, ralae our
hopea on high, only to blast with A bliksard,

Never bel’on has there baun nl.lc.h phouliar,
N-definedl Interest ahd airesklve clitiosity
about the frult crop from all pértles and
in all enllings, for natufe's high'kieking in
her operdtlic talileau of, March and April,
1005, has caGeed fi

Bhe bas dsaungled us on phe umu lige . of
the equator. She has regnied us from the
ice chest of the norithwesl pupsags.. Bhe

han piunged her polgnant dagges.of frost
deeper Into the tender fesgudating organs
of the fult buds aad blosyons Of thls yaar's
crop and has kept more-pérsistadtly at it

than ever before. It has beon & freese or
blizrard every day or night since the flrat
week In April, untll April 23, the first day
without a frost and wium enough for pol-
lenation and procreation.

Generally two to four dagrees of
rulnn, the stone frults, and Nve or six La
dangerous to pears and apples. when near
the Ulsoming time. Night after night it

frost

has beégn fram ten Lo fourteen degrees
balow fressing, without any apparent in-
jury to our truit crop untll the mornini

of April Ib. Then the demon of the north
took new tactios. On the 17th suow [fal)
all day. Abourt seven inches Covered the

trees, and all the frult buds and blussoisa

ROW OF JAPAN PLUMSIN BLOOM IN THE sNOW,

with snow,

slowly melted,

and then on the 1Tth and Ifth it
saturating, soaking all frult

mind that within there was still left
longing to geét out,

A life and frult stem

favarable days

tree
hering

beciume dry and ad-

and with Some plants on ours and nelghbor-

buds und blossoms, snd then on the night from then oo for thelr fecundatlon, WOR .o oiu00y 0ok on the changing hiues as in
of the Wth and morning of the 18th all the still able to greet us with nearly a full .

" the fall Notlelng what the trags ware do-
thermometer fell to elghteen degrees— fruit crop.
fourtean degrees below freezing at 2 to 3 The rensen why freszing has not appeared INK 1 made ine -'Illll:.lﬂ friends Lthar woe
A m., and ol twenty-two at 7 to § & m., . (o have | ukusl effect s simply this: The Would not lose our (rult prospests  this
still. ton degrees of freesing, This unpre- frait Celt the influence of that hot summer ¥Year unless the mersury fell lowar thin
cedented oold was accompunied by & frees- weather for a long time In March and early ffteen degress above zero. And they prac-
ing white Trost deposit us dense and wet blooming sorts came out with thelr biog- teslly did even botter, for an the 16th

RS 4 ruln
bud and bHlomeom,
areatlon  was
fclolen
Looking at

'his sfcased every frult stam,
and every orgar of pro-
frosen

those lcicles 1

MOME

into wsolld, brittle

Thia

was followed by winter condl- When sonkad, they stood fourtetn degress

tions in April. These Lrees, bude blossoms DEIow freesing down to eighteed above
and all, Mimply concluded their season was Bero. All frults dre pradticolly in. good
over and tried to go into winter quarters. ¢ondition now but apricots

mads up my

The sip stopped clrculsting,

the bark on THEODORE WILLIAMS.

BTELLA AFPRICOT,

LOADED WITH FRULIT AND

ENOW-S8TILL: HAS FRUIT LPFTEHR GEREAT

AT THE ADOMESTAKE

meren (the original Homestake claim) Hus

boen added to, untll at the presbnt time

the company's holdings in the Immediate

viginlty of Lead amount to 20600 acres,

mostly all of It valunble mining properly,

upon which workings have béen estublished,
" W—

Immense Planin In
Yoar by year the company has beoen fni-
proving i1ta property and s milling and
troaiment piants, and from the At vighty-
stamp there grown up n system of
mills and evinlde plante and slime troats
ment plants thut cannot be equulled by
any other In the world. and the mills have
ing o dally capacity for treatitg 4,000 tonwe

Operntion

hns

of ore, the cyanide plants n capncity fop
rotreating the talllngs from all of the 1,60
stampn’ dropplng and the ime plant
capacity of 16K tons a day All of the
company's six milla have beon ntll the
fire In dally operation, three of thess belhg

located in Lead, two in Terraville and ona
in Central Clty, and &ll of thom connected
with o network of rallroad

Erount] and surfacoe,

undoers
operatsd by stenm and
compressed air, The cyanlde plants of the
ocompiny, the largest In the world, are
located In Gayville and Load, being cons
nected with the mills by plpe lines which
convey the tallings to them for retrent-
ment.

A year ago the company
struction of a slime plant
of Deadwood and It 18 now
will close down In & day
pany having exponded
It

Estabfehed upon

Hniw,

hegun

by

the con-
the city
Tunning, but
or #o, the coms-
Aabout WK, 00 upon
Its different properties
ore holating worka coapable of caring for
and handling all of the ore mined dally In
It underground workingw, the Inrgest of

the holsts, the Elllson, bbing noxt to the
largest In the world and costing with s
equipiient o the neighborhood aof §FT00,000
—
Ruilwanys and Other Waorks,

In the frat yoars of its operation the
company bulll o system of narrow gauge
railrond lnes, radisting froim Leasd throuzh
the wooded sections of the Bluck Hills and
connecling with the Northwestern systam

at Medmont. foriy miles distant, o all a
trackngo of about 0ty mlles, Over thiw
syelomm of rondes e compu Hindiled e
fael, mining thmiers and other supplics
untl w foswy yewrs ago, when It sold thim
Eysiern of ronde to the Chlcago, Burlington

& Quincy, wiich compoans
It ot n pront, the
Lhe satoe »

s now oparnting
colipany recelving for
handsoms ompensstion

It has but recently completed & $ystem of

water works, tuking woter |

i the Spoar-

Nah river twenty miles distont At the
town of Mannn, Ofteen milles distant, the
coupany has established w pumping sta-
tlon, which lifts this water over a divide
of a0 feet, where it is delivered into & tlled
dilch and conveyod to reservoirs ju Load
nod distributed o the eompany's mills and
the cltieg of leud, Terraville and Central,

This I8 but one of the compuny’'s water
syateams, costing f(or the (nvtallation of
pumping machinery, cunsiruction of Jdlwoh
and labor §1,000,000

On the Une of the new
company bas recant!y vompleted wnd placed
in operation a powar plaot for the Eenerf-
tlon of electricily at & coNt of about 00,000,
from which power I8 furnished for
e nllie

On the company's grou
machine ahops capallv
GheLry Tepalrs o Lhe
tlon; a foundry, In which
welght of ten or twol
carpenter shops, repalr
and department bulldings In
business of the corporation s
all connected with a privale talephone sys-
tem, which Inecludes in s ramifcations the
mont distiunt parts of the underground snd
surface warkings of ths company, its wood
and timber camps ita lime und other
eRmpe In fact, it 1= as eamplets and ex-
tensive am that of o good slzed eluy.

It would he n
the the Improvs the
ings, thoe milling planis and thelr e
ownsd by the company at Ex000 o

In the employ of the Hom
up 1o the timae of the flre wero
who recelved an average

water the

By Elom

two of

Laoud

ode in
of making

Rra
nec-
micliinery in opern-
the
made;
Winds
which the
transacted,

castings to

v tapeE, an e

shaps of all

eitimate 16 place

bariid-

nienina,

Fma il

oost of ments,

atale vcompany
® 50 men,
wage of SL
Lead and the Homestalke,

Lead Is not & mining camp in one senpgs
of the wond, for it would he dlfficult to
find tn an sastern clty of the same popula-
tiom the same facllities Its public scohond
eyatemn Ip withouiy an equal It e
children have gredter Taclities, are
pomfortably housed and eared for, than in
any <ity of the population i the
eint. Ita sireois paved., It in Hxhwd
by electricity, connscoted by telegriph and
telephone lines with the oulslde world, ham
handscing wnd subetantinl 4 hlocka,
obe of the largest banks In want,
splendld water aywtem and olhar
convenlences nol eanjoyed by nearer
the seaboarde It b substantlally a clly
of homes and handsome redldences, which
are owned and occupted by smployes of
the Homestake company or those who de-
rive Indirect support from the worling
of Ita mines, All of the sdvantages And
improvements, all of this substaniialils
haa been made possible by the
of the Homestake Mining oompany, which
had Adlstributed something llke ENGG o
month In wages to ita peoples uniil a4 few
weoks agt Lead had @
twesn 7,000 and KO0, but It ir eotin
that at least 1000 have left In the
year, and of this population 2.0

Tt |
e

Aamo
ure

brtami e
the
many

titles

operat lone

he-
tod
lant
were

population of

(Conlnued on Page Four.)




