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BRUNO

TZSCHUCK W

HO WON DISTINCTION

IN TWO WORLDS

How a Young Officer in the Royal Prussian Army Gave Up His Brilliant Career and His Title of Distinction to Become a Builder of Empire in Western Wilderness of New World

CASTLE In Germany was the borhood home of a ploneer
of Nebraska and Omahs—0Oeneral Bruno Teschuck, On
j a high hill overlooking the town of Alsleben in the
province of Saxony, Prussia, stands an anclent castle,
It has stood there through the centurles. ¥From that hill
it has looked down on many a bloody battle; it has seen the
coming and golng of generntions, Through the varying fortunes of
families, partiesy peoples, It hae stood there where the sturdy,
semi-barbarous Frank erected It back in the duys of the dark agesp
when fendallsm still exlsted and when men had to protect them-
polves by stone walls and deep moats from thelr fellow men. The
castle s sald to have been bullt in the eighth when
Cherlemagne the Great ruled the emplre. Twenty-five feot thlck
the foundations and upon them rise less thick
ul  the strategle where an enemy might battering
ramsé. The walls rise to n great helght and are topped with bat-
tloments, where, 'n anclont tiimes, warriors stood and hurled rocks
und shot arrows at would-be Invaders
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Educated for Army Career

"' ¢l .ntlen was for the army from the first, his father being
to gee him wearing the splendid undform and glittering
Accordingly, he volunteered iu the
the age of 18, and was immediately commlis-
sloned llentenant. There he was associated with many members
of the nobllity and of royalty, his brother offivers. Among these
was o handsome voung fellow in whose nresenow all ether officers
1ok second place, no maiter what their rank or age. This was the
n prines, destined to become the emperor of Germany. To
him von Tezschuck often spoke as an oficer and they sat at the same
mess table sometimes, The young man might have spent all his
Iife as a part of that great maechine, the German army. But the
blood of generations of warlike Franks and Saxons who bulit
forte und eastles in the dark centurles of the past and made war
upon their brothers stirred his blood and gave him no peace. Trou-
ble was brewing between Denmark and Schleswig-Holstein, glving
bright promise of dotive service. He obtained leave of absence from
the Prusalan army and betcok himself to Schleswig-Holsteln, where
he enlisted to fight against the Danes.

At the battle of ldatedt, July 24 and 25, 1850, he was In the
very froat of the fight Mbst of the time. His experience there
was purticularly trying. He had been officer of the day just before
the baitle and hed had nothing to-eat, When the fighting began

« he was eoxnellad to go forward dblonce. All that day he, fought
Ith nothing to cat and only some stagnaut water to drink, The
arm'es slept on the battle fleld, * the fighting began agaln at
3 o'clock in the morning. Von Tzechuck was In command of &
company of about 400 men. In the afternoon he was struck by
one of the big two-ounce bullets used them, but was saved from
death by his belt buckle. The bullet struck .the buckle and glunced,
grazing the skin and flying off through the slde of his coat. The
force of the blow, however, knoeked him Into a %Wully, where he
lay stunned. He regained consclousness and reireated with hias
company, guarding the rear. When the battle was over he was
pearly famished, but the doctor found him suffering with a fever,
the result of exposuré mnd the stunning blow recslved from the
bullet. The physician ordered him pot to ent anything and all
the young officer's protestations regarding his three days' fast
avalled bim not, Thus were tragedy and comedy mixed In the
suttle of ldstedt.

3 L 1

r

af the Cerman leglons,
MPratalan army at

‘8
v avlz)

era

Adventure and Marriage

At the battle of Missunda he was wounded in the left shoulder
and lay in the hospital from the date of that battle, September 12,
until Christmas, He had many sdventures in the course of the
war and remained with the troops until, In 1851 Austrla and
Germany stepped In and made peace between the two little coun-
tries. But young bloods with fever of battle In their veins were

not pleased at the -peaceful outlook in the Fatherland, He and
{hree brother officers quickly mandé up thelr minds to sall meross
the Atlantic and see what chance they might rus upom in the
great unexplored continent to the west. Captain von Taschuck's
comrades In the venture were Count Harpsberg, descendant of
the famous house: Osptaln von Gabin and Lieutenant Schimonaky,
'They left Bremen early in March, 1861, on a salling vessel, and
after & stormy passage, lasting slx weeks, arrived ln Naw York and
left lmmeodiately for Chicago. In Chicago they bought two horses
aod & wagon and set out over the trackless prairie for the far
west.  They were In search of the wilderness, they intended W
find it and they did find it

In Davepport, then a very small setilement, they decided to
gtop for m time. There thoy separated for the four points of the
compuss and thers the one of the quartet with whom this story
has to do met his Iife companion. Bhe was Miss Maria Schmidt of
Davenport. They were marrled September 6, 1853, and started
fmmediately In & wagon for the wstill farther west. They found
the Eden which the young Prussian offlcer had dreamed of. Thay
found it in sight of Nebraska and only s few mfles from Omaha.
Here they have lived and live today when a busy city occuples the
place which they once saw as & wilderness, “Uncle Billy"” Snow-
den, Omaha's first permanent white settler, was still lingering lu the
east when the young couple made that unigue wedding jontuey
across the plains of Towa. The country had been seen by but few
whites aside from the early Bpanish, French and Jesult adven-
turers.

One day. after two weeks of travel from Davenport, they
came upon a deserted log house standing In the midet of such a
wenlth of verdure and beuuty of lapdscape as they had never seend
bafore. The birds were making merry In the woods, the sun was
ghining, and a short distance could be seen the gleam of the lordly
Missouri as It wok s way through this beautiful country to the
sen. And the young couple decidéd to make this their home God
soemed to have prepared even a house for them and this wps a
good slgn. The house was in an unfinished state, but the young
mon with his ax and other toold sood had it enclosed and thelfr
vory seant furniture was installad. The husband hunted and fished.
They planted & garden snd the first setilement was started. This
house stood on the lowa side of the river, opposite Bellevua.

Takes Up Real Life

Here the Independent young man who had exchanged the glitter-
ing epaulets and resplendent uniform of & German officer for the
yough clothes of a ploneer also dropped that part of his name
which, in QGermany, meant so much, and became plain Bruno
Teschuck. A mill was beiog bullt by Wihson & Willams & short
distdnoe frow the place vhere the couple had settled and there
the young mae found his flrst work. It was the construction

of the mill race.
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was pald to unlon hours elther.
had become secretary o state of
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Sarpy on the lowa side and there met him,
“He was a little man with & beard,

A great deal of digging had to he done through
the frozen ground and there young Tzathuck earned his first monay.
ahout 62 cents a day, and no attention
Years later when Mr. Tezschuck
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Mr., Wilson, upon friends lmmediately,
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fled and commanding manner,” says Mr., Tzschuck.
blue army overcoat and a soft hat when I first saw him there In the
big log house, which was both his store and home.
his Indian wife,

"He wore 8

He lved up-
He had no children. We Dbecame
Both ®f us had been fairly educated and we

recognized In each other kindred spirits, I think."

In the fall of that year Mr, Tzschuck accepted a position from
Sarpy, moved to his store and took charge of his books,
#pring of 18563 the store was moved to 8t, Mary, a short distance
below Bellevue on the lown
It was the guthering point for the men who bad taken
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Novelties in Season’s Wall Paper

FAMOUS woman mathematiclan once
sald that her first interest in the
study of mathematics was aroused
by the geomelrical figures on the

wall paper of her room when she was & child
and that to that papering she atiributed her
following of the sclence. Not many of us
can attribute an interest in apything so
worth while as mathematics to the Influence
of our wall papering, but we can at least
troce nightmares and shudders to the awful
strolls ana monotonous figures that used to
climb over the walls of the rooms in which
we had our being as children. Bome of
those paperings we used to have to live with
day after day and gtare sl drearily through
spells of mumps and fever were a weariness
and affiction to the eye. Now we are be-
ginning to know better and to use more dis-
criminating taste {n choosing our wall paper,

The child's nureery of today has papering
in soft, harmonlous tones with borders of
Mother Goose pictures or fascinating fricses
that tell stories. We no longer choose our
wall papering from & sample book of fAfty
or & hundred bits of garish, heavy patierns
that the paint dealer keeps on hand. There
has been a revolution in the wall paper busi-
pess. Men of artistic tralning and good
taste and judgment have 'gone into the trade
and they have introduced the best things
from abroad, reviving fashions of decora-
tion centurles old, Introducing softer Lones,
fower, better colors, monotones, and repro-
ducing In paper, frescoes, (apestries and
paloting from the palaces and great houses
of Europe.

Every distributer now bhas st hand sam-
ples of a wide stock he can order immedi-
stely from the large oentral distributing
hopees. We have horrowed the best things
that other countries had 10 offer in the way
of {deas and have originated some of onr
own that compare creditably with those im-
poried from Europe.

AUl LWO years ago o roung dealer with
ideas of his own evolved the plan of cutting
out Lorders from fiowered or figured paper
and applicoelng them on solid or monotoned
paparinge. The other dealers stood by and
lnughed at the ewverineanl. coasldering it

radical and lmpractical, but It caught the
popular favor and‘nuw the style ls In great
vogue and popularity. The orlginal plan
Lhas been varled and changed In different
ways snd some beautiful effegts have been
achieved,

The uew thing this year Is to cut out the
design, both top and bottom, which glves
wore the affect’ of a fresco. In the earlier
patterne the design was cul out only around
theé bottom, so that the appearance was
much more like wall paper than painting, as
the newer treatineént suggesis. One of the
best desigos In this style of paper that s
shown I8 & paper ln dull red with monotons
Ngures and a Navajo border representing an
Indlan sbhawl, festooned at lutervals and
caught with shields, spears and feathers.
At the bottom Is wlso & small border Intro-
ducing the same colors as the top border,
This Is one of the new ldeas In papers, to
use a4 border gt the bottom as wall as at the
top, giving a better finish (o the
Where there are flower borders at the top
the effect Is that of a few scattered flowars
having fallen from the garlands above,

There has Just been imported
France special designs In sections, repre-
senting baskets and delicate festoons of flow-
erse in an embossed papler mache offect that
ia to be applled to any kind of solld wall
The colors are very delicate and soft and
suggestive of French taste

An exquisite paper designed espocinlly
for a boudoir Is in pale blue satin strip and
has about the top & border of fiylng cupids
and garlands of plu* rosebuds that has the
perfection of & painting., 1t ls only this year
that machines have basen devised that could
reproduce figures. Untll now the machines
ware not steady enough to print the fgure
perfectly and a strange looking effect was
obtained, but with the new process the figure
it reproduced with all the exactoess of a
palnting.

The kindergarten Idea hes entered
largaly into the nursery paperings and ihe
most delightful egyets have been produced.
Chickens and birds and dogs and all kinds
of animals and flgures are cul out and ap-
plied at ln?rﬂ.l. to the walls, usuxlly so as
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to tell a story and appenl to the imagination
of the child. The dog Is represented chasing
the cat from the bird It i8 about to swoop
down upon, or a hen is plctured saving her
little chicks from a rabbit. Sometimes the
story Is told only once or {8 repeated so sel-
dout a8 not Lo become mMonctonous.

There are all kinds of good borders In
poster effect, the goodnight border showing
a procession of emall girle and boys in their
nightieg bearing their candles on the way to
bed; the playtime border, showing chilldren
iu variovs attitudes of play.

The factories and designers have man-
aged these bordera so that the same ides s
not reepated al the monotonously short in-
tarval that It used to be in all wall papérs.
Frequently there Is an hterval of eighteen
or twenty feet before the same figure Is re-
peated and often o a whole room there s
pol repeated g the monotonously short lo-
variety of good designs.

The hunting scene borders have had »
great vogue, especially for country elubs and
hunting Jlodges. There s a marioe border
that Is one of the best of the newer border
denigns, showing a sweep of the sea, the
rueky shore and a few ships, the effect belng
that of a tapestry or fresco.

One of the moat attractive things in the
new designe that an exclusive dealer In wall
papers is showing 15 a metallic-looking em-
bossed Viking border In bronze and bronzes,
a copy of an old English tapestry. This de-
sign is only for those who ecan indulge their
taste in decorative art, for the price Is §10
ayard. It has been chosen for eptrance halls
and lbraries of several country homes.

A border papering designed especially
for the young boy's rooin, the boy whoss
loye of Indians “and praivie lfe I8 gt its
helght, 18 & Remiongton frieze represonting
an Indlan fight, with all the life, actlon and
good color of the Remington pictures repro-
duced In the friege of paper The border
is meant for & room with walls fn burlap or
buriap effect and the side walls sre sepa-
rated from the border by a black tape stud-
ded with brass tacks,

The Tekko paper, a lustrous paper that

(Contlnued on Page Four.)

e hides of anlmals from all dver the northwest and [t was the
Wall street, so to speak, of that vast Down (he Mis-
sourl river the Mackinaw bouts would come in the apring and the
men who bad spent the year out in the wilds would bargain with
the great Frenchman for the stocks of hides. Often there ware
piled in Sarpy's warehouses 5,000 to 7,000 bales of buffalo hides,
and aach bhide was worth from $5 to $10. Every spring Sarpy would
g0 to Bt. Louis and purchase his stock of goods, which was shipped
up the river by gteamer, the same steamer taking the hides back,
Mr. Tischuck remembers Sarpy with a feeling of real affection.

territory

Sarpy’'s Vision of Future

“"He was a great man,'' he siye “He saw the future of this
weetern with the vividuess of a pletare, He do-
Iheé It In grand language, 0o I know he wore a dimmond
w.ih he sald he recelvédd from his mother in the lollowing man-
ner: He wus on g trip to 8t Louls one spring, when his brother
told him thast comaotery his mother burled would
have to be vacated to tor the growing city, They
want out and dug ap the decayed coflin and, looking into it, Sarp)
gaw pomething gleaming thete It was u diamond which hn
mwother had worn. He reached in took it out and wore It

His eves umed to fill with tears ne ho told me this aod then he
would go on and plocture the fature, buried
with the diamond and sometime the people would dig up his body
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when he should be
nad remove It t¢ another place and make room for elvilization to
spread its buildings and Institutions, And he pletured to himself
vividly how someone else would reach In and from his erymbling
dust take the diamond and wenr it until the wearer, too, should
be lald away and dug up and removed nnd the dismond should go
on and on to other hands, while the great clvilization spread and
eitles and towns sprang up upon the broad plaime, This wae a
gentle and poetle side of Sarpy that few people saw and few today
know abont."

Courage and craftiness were also part of Sarpy's nature as Mr.
Traschuck shows by this story:

“The Bioux came down and drove the Omahag to n refuge among
the willows along the river bunk In the winter of 1853-564. Word
came to Sarpy that there was danger that the trading post which
he conducted on the Nebraska side would be attncked. He de-
termined to go over and proteet It. He knew no fear. Well, 1
gald I wouldn't let him go alone amd 1T went with him. It was
night when we got 1o the other side and left our boat, We had to
g0 through the underbrush by a path quite a distance and we
didn't know where the Indians might jump on uva. Old man Sarpy
ran ahead quite & way and would keep talking to me in English,
raislng his volce high., 1 couldn’'t understand this action. I
thought he must he crazy. But | found later that he did this to
let the Indlane know that we were white men., They did not
attack us. The next morning we found two Sloux braves who had
been scalped during the night."

Some  Frontier Experience

Narrow escapes were the rule rather than the exception In
those days, and young Tzechuck had his share of them. Once he
was nearly burned up In a pralrie fire. It was In 1866. He had
led a party from Bellevue to the Elkhorn river, A, D, Jones leading
another party at the same Ume from Council Bluffs, the object
belng to see which was the best route. Mr. Tzschuck arrived with
his party on the steep bluffs overlooking the Elkhorn late
one afternoon. He and some others started along the bluff to
find the best place of descent, and while the others were thus oc-
cupled darkness descendod and they were unable to find their way
back. They accordingly lay down wrapped in thelr blankets afd
slept, Mr, Taschuck was awakened by something cold in his face.
It might have been the musgzle of some animal. He was wide
awske In an Instant, looked about and wad dropping asleep agaln
when he felt & hot breath of something sweeping from windward.
At the same moment he saw a red glow und was horrified to see a
prairie firo sweeplng down upon them and less than a mile off.
With a shout he aroused his companfons and at the same time
lighted the grass around them In several places, It burned rap-
idly, but the great fire was approaching more swiftly. It was a race
that {nvolved their lives, The breath of the approaching fire
grew almost unbearable as they secured the horses, blindfolded
them and got into the space which Mr. Tsschuck had burned off.
There they crouched close to the ground, while the flames swept
roaring over them, What it was that awakened him Mr, Tzschuek
doen noy know.

Late in 1855, the territory of Nebraska being open for settle-
ment, Mr. Tzschuck left the employ of Barpy nnd took up a farm
on the Nebraska elde of the river. There he lived for twenty-five
years, made many Improvements and had it In the highest state of
cultivation when, in 18580, the Missourl river took a fancy to it for a
river bed and in a mhort time had swept It away, Mr. Tzachuck
then moved to Omaha, where he has resided ever since. '

He made frequent trips to Omaha when {t was first settled. On
one of these trips—in 1866—he took out his papers of cltizenship,
Judge Fenner Ferguson represeated the United States here then,
To him Mr Tzschuck went. He opened his court room, purposely
for this audden rush of business. The papers were duly made out,
signed, witnessed and sealed. Mr. Teschuck was the first man to
recelve his cltizen’s sapers In an Omaha court.

When the clvll war broke out Mr, Tzschuck offered his sarvices
and was appointed captain ef engineers on the staff of General
Fremont, He was stationed in 8t. Louls for a year after his ap-
polntment, serving also on the staff of Gepernl Halleck. At the
end of that time, congress having falled to mske any provision tor
the payment of englneers In the army, he resigned and returned to
his farm.

Activity in Politics

He has always been active In politics and
He was elected o the legislature In
large, Wisn distriet covering more
ponent at that time
elected secretary of state, which
filled with ability aod jJudgment While secretary of state he
also became sdivtant general He was acting governor during a
considerable part of his term as secretary of stale owing to the
absence or fllnesa of Governor Garber There was no lleotenant
governor at that tme.

General Teschuck was supervisor of the
braska In 1880 He was wppolnted UUnlted States consul to Vera
Cruz, Mexico, in 1582, by President Gurfield. The appolntment was
made just before the prestdent’'s assassination avd was ratified by
Preaident Arthur. He was elected from Douglas
county In 1888

Four of the children of General and Mrs, Teschuck are living
and all reside in Omaha. I'beveare Ceorge B. Tesohuck, treasurer
of The Bee Publishing Mirs. A. L Miss Agnes
Teschuck and Mrs. C. H

General Taschuck still recelves a penslon from the German gov-
ernment In recognition of his services back In 408, He be-
longs o an association of offieers who ook part In that war, Qut
of 1,700 only twenty-two were still living In Jaouary, 19086. Geuneral
health, though his physical
puing of gout and rheumatism,
He seeg and hears as well as soy young man and his memory of
events, dates and names I8 truly remarkable. At thelr home, 118
Bouth Twenty-fifth street, he and Mre, Teschuck celebrated thelr
goiden wedding anniversary in 1903,
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