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VIRGINIA C. VAN

How a Young and Delicate Girl Left the

7~ HE wives if the Plgrim Tathers who crossed the sous in
the enrily days of this country have beon lauded o song
nid story for two hundred vear for th bravers But
there are wonen ving oy n Omahn wh howed ns
AMrong n courpE ] grept steadinstpness of purpogs and
proved themselves just gn devoted helpmunts to welr hustmnds in
the ploneer daysd ns the Pllerimm mother Flivae women played the
woman's part in e, a part wl h daoeg not =t bravely in the
printed pages of the higtory of g conntr it whiel ! am grent
8l Ivast, as the part plaved by the me it maquering wildernesa
nid converting It to the o of civillzed and progressive man. The
Pligrim mothe entrusted themselves to the mercles of the sex and
sought the new country to the wost The mothers of the present
Eensratlon in Omaha braved the dangers of the ynsettlod and Indian-
Infested plains of the weist, made a home fop thely hoshands and for
the familles that came Inter and tool toin 1hose ntler activities
which discriminnte the civil 1 roan fron M IVIE
Amang thess women slopeors of Nebragska no nppme s held in
BrORlor rovera) o poken with grenter fondnees then that of Mrs
J W, Van Nostrand, who, rafeed In the lap of luxury and refinement
in New York, unneguainted with any but the plensures of life, sought
with he hushband the wilkds of the west Here broad opportunities
were predented sod her great and charitatle hea nnfolded Itaelf,
perhops NMnding e fallest and richest maturity o the new state of
“ibrnskii Flaotl she and Mr. Van Nostrand wer voung aod
thili outh palnied overvihing with p rosoate tinge, so they were
bl to overlook much sorrow, and revel in mach jo
Mre Vi Nogtrand, whose maiden name was Virginia C. Stouten-
borongh, was born In New York Clty. May 15, 1233, She was the
doveghter of Mr. and Mres, Willlam Stoateaborongh and the seaventh
of iwelve children. From g small ohild she was religlously incliond,
spent o greoat deal of time reading the best Hierature dnd took her
edieation as one of the pleusures of Hie, and not as an irksome duty
Impoeed apon a wing girl, Her purents belng poople of wealth,
Indulecd her Hterars tastes and edaested her in two private schools
Firet she attendod Mrs, Moligan's school and later Prof. Tappan’s
schiool, both in New York, She proved exceptionally . bright in
mat hemat i anel Jater fn Ufe had various opportynities 10 make
e of this partieulnre tnlent, but always being quite delicate in health
ghe was not able to confine heraell to tencliing, which wns a great
disnppointment in her. She was a born leader. and alwayg found it
ensy o8 well as 8 pleasure to mpart her knowledge o others, She
wius martied to Mr. J. W, Van Nostrapnd on Octobey 15, 1850, at
Mo Trinhty, Urooklvn, New Yor) M« they remalned for two
virira hoefor ths Vi freid ton the nipin of the west They left
Noew York on March 31, 1857, by steamer, arriving in Bultimore the
next mornlng. From there they went by rall to 8t. Louls and lrom

St Louls by boat to Omaha

Incidents of Journey Up River

It took them two weeks (o come from St. Liouis to Omaha, and
the Impressive incldent of that trip wis the faet that her case of
jowels was stolen, thicves hreaking into her irunk to secure them.,

They must have become wccustomed to all manner of strange hap-
penings or the carclesaness of youth was prevalent, as this hole In
the trunk lHitle to this happy couple, who were drifting
to an unknown country on the wings of Jove, until two weeks later
Bhe woke up to the reallzation that she was minus very valu-
able fjewelry. This did not mar their bappiness for long, all mis-
fortunes could only at best cagt momentary gloom over this enthusl-
asxtle They might hnve heen Inclined to be more pessimistic
it while they were sparring all the day and tled up at shore all night
they had a glance ut our modern when the same
trip can be made In two days. On this boat they made the acquaint-
of Mr. pnd Mra, Frra Millard. Thelir son, Mr. Frett Millard,
was then but a small baby., Captain and Mre. Rustin wera also on
board on thelr way to Stoux City, but afterwards located In Omaha
These people became e long friends of Mr and Mrs. Van Nostrand

Early In the April 18, 15567, Mr. and Mrs
Nostrand and party including thelr maid, landed In
Omaba, These poor chitifiren, so lgnorant of
what the nnknown held them, greeted by a stene
nevor o be forgotten. It was a cold, blustering day, the ground was
covered with snpow and the first to greet them was a band of Indlans
in blankets and gay colored feathers Mrs Nostrand
having had any experience with Indiuns and thinking thelr matn
oceupation In 1fe was to secure the sealns of white people, looked
at them with terror, never expecting to ba able to climb the hill
to her destination alive. No sidewalks, no paved streets, mud and
slush ankle deep, and only a few bulldings ecattered here and there,
guve the settlement a very crude and primitive appearance, and
it is not to be wondered at If they were dismayed in compuaring their
new surroundings with the thriving city they had just left.
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Housekeeping in Early Omaha

On arriving at the hotel, which was located at the corner of

Fifteenth and Harney streets, kept by George & Mills, they were
abashed to find that they could only procure one room for a party
of nine. This was no stumbling, bloek, however, they readily took
It and adapted themselves to clreumstances. Mrs. Van Nostrand's

mother had very
geemed to

opportunely tucked in the trunk headed for what
many the mythical large plece of unbleached
muslin, which was logeniously draped by Mrs. Van Nostrand and
gerved as a partition. Here they llved for seven weeks, walting for
the house they were to live in to be vacated. During the time many
varied experiences were realized by this delicate but ambitiovs glrl
It remalned very cold for three monthe after thelr arrival, and up
to the Fourth of July it was pecessary to have fire night and morn-
ing. The next day after their being Installed fn the one room of this
hotel Mrs. Van Nostrand found herself plunged into the realistio
practice of domestic life, and with the desire to make the [irst meal
that she ever cooked In her life n success she started out to find
something that looked I\ll['.ﬂlll!i" After a thoroungh she re-
turned with some beef, a can of peaches, a pound of onlons and no

west, o

senrch

butter. Her dishes had not arrived, and the oniy thing avallable was
an old wooden box for a tuble and silver In abundance. But sur-
render was not thought of by this lnventive little woman, and spot
less white linen covered these rough boards, beautiful siiver was
arranged and an old vellow mixing bowl gerved for the meat, as no
platter was avallable Such war the ¢haracteristie of Mrs. Van
Nostrand, all through lfe every obstacle that she met was a 4iff)
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Mr., and Mra. Van Nostrand finally go!
house, they Fifteenth
of the Paxton hotel of
Mrs. Alvaander MeAus
residence of M W. b

o of thelr
directly back
nelighbors Mr. and

from theém was the

first seltlers of Omaha
and who estublished und maintained the ferry between Councll Bluffs
and Omaba. At this time Mr. Van Nostrand promineut
tles and Mrs, Van Nostraud Ip chureh and charity, At
there were plenty of doctors. but po tralned

new
lived at
Jay I'hey
Iand snd across the

Brown., one of the

wis n poll
thin varly tme

nurses, and to the calls

of the sick and dying no one was more responsive than Mrs. Van
wostrand. She was gifted with the love of doing good for the pleas
ure it gave others, rich and poor were apdminlstersd 1w allke and
ber poble, generous nature Is echoed today by those who koew her

best and have watched her busy life up to the present thue

At Work for the Church

disposition to thearize when wWas work to

Van Nostrand

It was not hel there

do. From the second day of her arrival in Omahp Mrs

took an active Interest in the Eplscopal church, which was then in
& large wpper room in the Ploneer block on Funrnswm street. SBhe at-
tended the services regulavly and within a very short tme was

Cﬂﬁ\m‘ for scholurs #0 s= Lo start u Sunday school, and i this

VIRGINTIA C. VAN NOSTRAND.

ghe was very spuccessful, and today has the distinctlon of establishing

the flrst Sunday school In the Eplscopal church of Omaha. The
church was not supplied with all of the appllances of Instruction
and even the room where the gervices and Sunday school were held
wis orude In Its construction, The devout were obliged to sit on
boards supported by chalrs and kneel on a dirty floor, with the click
of billlard balls ringing In thelr ears from a nearby room. But this
did not prove & handicap and In May, 1868, In this same room Mrs
Van Nosgtrand, Miss Monell, afterwards the wife of Senator Hiteh-

cock, and Miss Emma Homan, now the wife of Mr. Elmer Thayer
of Colorado, met as teachers for the new Bunday
to work dillgently
They
mandants

school., They set
to teach these children to lead a Christian life
them the the Lord’s pruver and the ten com-
and such parts of the church catechism as was
to accomplish thelr For musie, no hymn books were
the hook used as a substitute. Mrs. Van
never prided her but giving
Ingtructions came as one of the numberless dutles imposed

tanght eroed
other
NeCessary alm,
avallable, so

Nostrand
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NOSTRAND AN OMAHA PIONEER WOMAN

Refined Swrroundings of a Cultured Eastern Home 1o Follow Her Husband to the Wild Life of a Frontier Village in Indian Days

upon her, and she t ad he notes y Barmonize with the oCCasion
and more than suecs )

A very ludicrous Incident arose i the early history of this
lttle church, when in Augast of 1863, It was made known that R
Rev. H W Lee, bizshop of lowa, was (0 make Omabn a visitation
A reul vy bishop was new sleht to muany of the cltlzens, and of
course It was their dedire 1o minke ns good an lmpression as possi-
ble with the few facilltie® avallable A Hrtle bund of women with
Mra. Van Nosirand as leader se1 o work and accomplished marvel-
ous feats oul of what would seem 0 many impossible materinl. The
Oret thing they Md was to scouar the rooms. making cleanliness, free
of all adornments, an aceepted background Fhey next procured s
Inrge drygoods Dbox, covered It with & fale linen ¢loth which was
used as an improviged altnr; o bench covered with i blanket was
to do duty as an nltar rail; a silver cap to be used In place of a

Ragon At the last minute It 2eemed the plans of the congregation

10 be !

Were defeated Fhey hind no patien "his was o most start-
ling digcovery and some of the good women gat down and Inst had
n Ugood ory But Mrs. YVan Nostrand Knew no defoat She had
overcome too many obstpcles n her 1ife to retreat before such prob-

lems She sat down and thought while others indulged In tears
Snddenly she gave n happy ors I have it she said ‘What?"
asked one of the women less distressed than the others "The pat-

ten," she sald She hureled o her home and rerturned In s short
time with n silver tiutter dish, one of her wedding presonts Lthat she
had bronght over with her on the boat from New York Tears were
quickly dried. It served very suceessfully and also for baptiemal
purposes: in fact they continued to use 1t until this occtupled thelr
new church on lower Farnam streot Only  one  more  diMeulty
presented [tself, and that waz to find 2 sultabile chalyr for the bishop,
i he was a very larg: man This wns finally seeured from Colonel

Jd. A and from that time

bishop went on 1o a bhappy concluston

Parker, Jr., prepavations for the august

Charity Work Occupies Her

There was no organlzed charlty at  this

time, overy  one
worked  blindly, but  all worked as  brothers and  sisters,
ready to answer any or all calls Mra. Van Nostrand did not
restrict hersell wholly to this kind of work. In the vear 1881 u
number of women expressed to each other the desire to provide

for themselves facilltles for

pies nod practices of art

Insgtruction and training In the prioel-
They hnd already attained some proficlency
painting in olls and the month of
reselved to Invite such of thelr friendd and nelghbors
supposed might be thefr

the home

In druwing and
November they

water colors In

ne they in sympathy with alm to meet for

of Mrs, Van
Mrs. Frunk Colpoteer, Mrs.
Mrs, G. 1. Gilbert, Mras. R. C.
At this meeting of the permanent organlza-
Mys

consultution They were as
Noustrand. Among those
Mary 8. DuBols, Mrs.
Moore and Mre, Hume
tion Mrs. Van Nostrand
vice president, Mrs. George I, Gllbert
secrelary. This organization grew
seventy-five members the first yvear. The Creclie or day nursery for
the care of children of women who are comnelled to go out from
home to work was the outgrowth of a suggestion made by Mrs. O, C.
Dinsmoor to a soclety of women called the “Unlty eclub.” Mrs. Van
Nostrand has been vice president for this widely beneficial society
for nearly elghteen years. This soclety has been in existence for aver
twenty yoeuwrs and holds the remarkable record of never having had
a death In it. Other notable organizations of which Mre. Van Nostrand
has elther Leen the orlginators, charter member of or Is
actively pssoviated with are the Tenth Street Mission and the Wo-
man's nuxlliary, eshe was secretary of Mereiful Savior for three or
four vears, started the Woman's auxllinry of St. Barnabas' church
in which she Is ep-tively connected now. Such has been the busy
Ife of Lthis noble woman., Todav Mr. and Mre, Van Nostrand are
enjoying the happiness of good health and the golden frults of thelr
countless good deeds. They never blessed with any children,
but Mrs. Van Nostrand has god-mother to about fifty. All
of the nelghborly kindness seattered by Mrs. Van Nostrand as freely
and gad has linked to her eternal friendships,
modesty, slmplielty and that
and preclons memories that bind the heart
whole vista of a fIfty vears' residence

gembled ot
present
Robert Doherty,

woere

wis elected president, Hobert Doherty
treasurer and Mrs. Jewell

very rapldly. They had over

one of

were

heen

nn sunshine to the siek

but has pre<erved the gcutle nature

has characterized her life,
to the past must brighten the
in Omaha.
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France and Work the Y. M. C. A. is Doing There

was  scattered 000, the

Pantheon,

the Eiffe]l Tower, 985 feet

Y VISITATION of France the city can be had. One of the boulevards was vwoll managed. A good report of well done work
through a comparatively long period of high, the highest structure in the world, 430 feest turned Into a street show, with attractions of Wis =—nl»mm-d to the convention by the natlonal
time, but Included only four cltles— highe, than the Washington monument, the high- every sort for making money., Booths with all comm!ites, ‘The convention was marked for its
Parig, Nancy, Bordeaux and Marsellles est permanent structure in the world mianneér of things for sale, side shows of many ecarnest prayver and thorough discusslon of all Its

Paris, the largest city on the continent of Eu- Churches—The Notre Dame, the archbishoprie  kinds with dispilave and curious things to enter- work hiere was a close adherence to the Parls
rope, situated on the River Seine, with a popula- ol Paris: the Madalene, lighted from the root; taln and amuse &ll classes, and daring exploits (o basls. Here, ug in Norway, | was dellghted to nee
tion ot 2,500,000 Inhabltants, 18 doubtless the the Church Invalldes, in which Is the tomb of Ma- tempt the venuresome. The whole boulevard was all the delegates participate In the Lord's supper.
most beautiful large cliy In the world As n gén poleon; the Sacre Cosur, on the highest polnt in crowded and everything seemed to be patronized Lie firet morning of the convention all the dele-
eral thing it Is bullt up solidly, with buildings Pari It has been a long time bullding, s of the po the full. Neuar this boulevard was a very hand- gntes went to the Protestant temple. A most
quite uniform In size and shape The city hns Byzantine style and will cont £1,000,000. The bell some cathedral, with two towers. It had a4 most s tritual service was held, Including prayer, sing-
numerous squares, about which are remuarkable Lo 20 on It s the largest In the world that can be commanding front in itself and in s location Ins and ar earoest sermon. Then all the dele-
structures In size, architecture, elegalce and con rung. The bell and clapper welgh nloeteen Lons The groat cathedral, & véry showy one, was close gates, without exception, partook of the Lord's
veplence., Some of these squarés have handsome Parls has also a fine Young Men's Christlan to the harbor or bay. It had a splendid situation, Rupper It was n blessed occaslon, & most fitting
columns, statuary, et Many sattractive pmail asgoclation bullding, made possible by the gift of that made it appear to the best advantage from opening of g convention of Christlans whose motto
parks are found in the clty and very large ones Jaumes Stokes of New York City Parleg Is a city sea or land, but it did not seem to be In & con- ig Jolin 17:21, Oh, when will this be for all Young
outklde. The boulevards are wide, well paved glven to pleasure more than perbaps any other venlent place for worshipers of the city. At or Men's Christlan  assoclation conventions? Oh,
and are syvstematicully extended through the c¢ity in the world, and in {ts 1ife and pleasure hus near the entrance of one of the smaller docks or Lord, hasten the day. 1 attended all the sessions
whola clty for convenlence of travel and traffic doubtless the lowest standard of personal chustliy hurbors 18 a ferry npllke any other Iln the world of the convention the first day. By request, 1 ad-
These boulevards are slmost constantly alive with or purity of any other large city of Christendom that I have seen. There are fron or steel towers dressed the convention for & short time. 1 pre-
carrlages, cabs and omnlbuses nnd thedr lewalks I am Informed that Parls doed not have as wide ut both sides of the entrance, A very long lron or seuted them some of the greeting: | had with me
aud crossings with pedestrinns The elvctric om- and controlling an Influence In France as it onee  ste« truss or bridge 1s constructed over the en- from varnous natlons of the world. 1 emphasized
nibus or motor has wbout driven the horse con- had. However, there are many good people In trance and supported by these towers a! a4 great the great imporiance of the association work and
veyances out of business Paris, trylng to do all they can for fts highest height »o that vessels with the highest masts can urged them to stand faithfully uwpon the Paris

The river Selne, runuing through the clt bas wellare go under it. From this bridge or truss there are basis and carry out e letter and spirit in thelr
been muede 8 thing of beauly aud servive b the Bordeaux, In southwestern France, is a large wire ropes or rather fron fastenlugs thut go down work, by so dolng thelr true suceess wounld be
summer |t affords the pussengers on 118 boals cool ety of 260,000 Inhabltants and situnted on a river to the fat ferry bhoat, which was drawn back and pesyred, The next doy | amended several of the
and otherwise pleasant transportation It re- navigable for the largest ships. It bhas a fine forih over the entrance by power exerted on the seswions of the conventlon, Including a banquet,
quires weeks Lo see Paris as It ought to be seén Wharf, & magnificent bridge und s large shipbuild bridge nbove. The ([erry moves along very which was participated in by many leading clt)-
1 can make but mere mention of some of 11s nota Ing dock. The chie! articles produced In the nelgh smoothly and guickly. carryving a large number zéns of Nuncy, to Interest them in the local as-
ble and wonderful things borhood of Bordeaux are wine and asparagus. The ol vabilcles and passengers, Marsellles has a lurge socintion work The addresses [ollowing the

Equarea or Places—Pluce de la Concorde, de city does g considerabie trade in fish, uvsters and traflie In business and passenger travel banquet made a good Impression upon all present,
la Republigqus, desla Bastells, de la Nation, et vegetable oll, the last article from southers Spuin Nuney, In northern Frouce, Is 8 guaint and During the convention | had many personal inter-
boulevards tono numerous to  mention The Bordeaux is & rich city It hes 4000 wing mer homelike old city, with a population of 10%,960 views with the natlonal secretary, Mr. E. Sautier,
Chamups Elveee Is pre-eminently the finest, it ex chants, that doubtless do & paying business. It is Inbabitiant It has a large and handsome cathe Rnd with lock! secretaries. also with membars of
tends from the Arc de Triomphe (0 the Place de ln o large shipplng point by boat and rail. [0 bas dral. The Stunislaus square 18 very unlque and  theé French natlons] committee and of local com-
Concorde “A large aveniue Is openod from the wany large bulldings, particularly its theater, rall ntlrnetive It 18 large and surrounded by muoy mitlee | had g very deslrable visit with Mr. M
Champs Elvsee to the Esplunande des Invalide rovad ation nd cathedral It hing fine broad well comstrocted publiec bulldings Many strests Rideont, special Ameriean seeretary In Europe |
passing over the new Uridge Alexander 111, be Elvects, beautiful squares and parks. lis residence onter this square and each street has an iron or ¢ e the conventian very much, which gave
tween which two new paluces are erected, one on I sees mwre attractive and convenlent Bordesaix stowd gate artstically fashloned and richly patnted Hiv o« per Insight into the French association
each glde of the avenue, form one of the prin | s many In=titutlons (o 1ake care of the poor and Witk «l trimmmings. o one corner of the square work thsy | ocould have secured In almost any
attract'ons of the Champ Notabls injured It 18 almostr wholly Catholl hut hn is a mtain fashioued In harmony with thae ot hyery
bulldings— the Grand Ogpera hous e Jurgest 3000 Protestants and a good Youne M Uhris 410 Lt more vinborately decorated In Iy o i ey #d Puris on Decomber 6, 1908 and
theater building in the world; the site cost £4%0 tiun sOCiation veutor of the square s & statue of Stanislaus The e M there notl Hith. During this time
000, or more than §$2 000,000 e stractyre Marrellles, beautifully sltusted oo the Mesdit e it fims o very wide aund cvamparstively Jong : quent interviews with the natlonn! secre
over $7,000,000 It i artstically nisgsificent raunean seq, lp southery Frapve, with & populatlon esplannde, with avenues, paved wy trees and T4y ir. E. Bautter, pnd planned with bim for
without and exquisite within Frocadero palace of more than 500,000 inhubitants. 18 the second mondanents. A1 the fur end of the caplapade from my visiiy 1o Bordeaox and Marsellles, Franee, Mr
and gaidens, a most popular resort, the new Kx. ty in slze and bportance In the French vepubll the center of the oty Is w fine stone wrch or gats SANTL wrote anhepd (o these pluess gbhout my
position buildiag, the Palpce de L' Elysee, the rosl lta outer bay dOes Dot seetn v woll protesled ke the teaes I Rome Fhe whole esplanade 1 coming. He also gave me a piace In his office 1o
dence of the president of the repu the Paluce bLnt several smuller Inslde harbors « 1o mre W beantiful and ehnrming place do my writing, His asslstants were very kind to
du Lus»embourg and gardens the Palals woll sheltered and full of vogsels F'he oltv and I arrived at Naney, Frunce, oo Oclobeyr 31 me, 1 also met the general secretary of the prinet-
Musee du Louyre and pleture gallery, ths surroundings are quite billy v i large streel 808, and laft for Belgipum on November 3, 1 pil French assoclation in Paris, 1| had alsn a spe-
important bullding in Paris It contains tupre and boulevards, well Kept, al2o large and o went ‘3 Naney to attend Yhe national conventlon cial meeting with the president, genoral seereiary
pletures probatly than any oths bullding In ths Venlent squares Several of Mijlinres and ithe Fremh Young Men's Christian association #nd others of the board of directors of the associa
world, it 18 the bullding In Parls firs! vistted 1 avenues ure high up in the « ther A There wis a good artendance of strong représeia tlon, After this moeling sncther sppointed meet
tourists; the Hotel de Ville, which cast £1.000,- views of Lthe sew the burbor iburba ol Uve assuciation delegatles and the convention was (Continued on Pags Two,)




