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! DENNIS LONERGAN A STURDY PIONEFER NEBRASKA FARMER

Son of Tipperary Finds a Douglas County Farm a Most Inviting Haven and There Builds a Home that Has Endured Half a Century of Rush and Bustle and Grows Brighter Every Day.

ROM the sunny hills of Tipperary, Ireland, two pensants,

man and wife, with thelr family, departed In the apring of

1841. They had spent many vears there In the toll and un-

der the oppression that has beon the herltage of Lhe warms-

hearted, sturdy sons of turbulent “Frin go Bragh." Those
storme of human passion which had drenched with blood and swaopt
with flame the fertile fiolds of the Emerald izle had not left them
entirely unscathed. But thoy had maintalned the reputation of
their rnce; they had worked and saved and, like millions of thelr
fallow countrymen they pushed bravely out toward the western land
of promise to plant thelr sons and daughters in a soll where they
might grow and flourish.

It was a family which conformed liberally to the Rooseveltian
doctrines, for there were thirteen chlldren, the youngest § yeare old.
Today father and mother and all the children save one are dead.
This one I8 Dennls Lonergan, a ploneer of @fahe and Douglus
county and today an active man, living on his farm, five milés north-
wesat of Florence. When his parents left Ireland he was 7 years old,
baving been born June 8, 1894, in Cashel, county Tipperary It
took courage to cross the ocean In those davs There were no
steamahips; the vessels were made of woodl:

there was danger of
fire, and the time of the passage was entitely uncertaln. belng very
largely dependent on the winds and weathe The

good ship "“Beot-
land.,” on which the big famlly took passage,

wis tossed about by
the waves for elght weoks before It salled inio the harbor of New
York, Aprll b, 1843, a day rendored memorable by the fact that the
clty was draped In mourning for the death of former President
Willilam Henry Harrison.

The family went Immediately to Utlca, N. Y., where they re-
malned two years. They went from there by ship over the lakes to
Milwaukee, then a small but thriving clty Thenee they pushed
twenty miles west through the almost primeval forest and over
roads which Mr. Lonergun says are the worst he ever gaw. A plece
of land was selected and the family set to work to clear It, bullding
a log house with the first trees felled It was an Immenge under-
taking In those days to raise enongh money to buy 160 acres of
land at £1.25 an acre, but the sturdy Irish father and bis sons de-
termined to do it, Labor of the beet Lind was worth omly 50 cents
a day. Their only capital was thelr strength and thelr axes, The
trees ware drageged Into pllea and burned up ns fast as they became
dry enough and thus by springtime a smsll area was clenred, though
the stumps and stomes still remained to be contended with Mr.
Lonergan remembers plowing with erude castiron plows  with
wouden beam and reaplng graln with the sickle,

Early Days of Hard Work

In thig strennous frontier battle with nature he grew (0 wane
hood. When he was 18 years of age he laft the paternal roof and
gecured work In the lumber camps of northern Wiscongin, where he
remained four years, working for wamges and frugially husbanding
every penny., For in his heart was an ambition to sleze hold of the
opportunities presenting themselves (n this new and thriving coun-
try and to make something of himsell. This nmbitlon was further
increased and augmented when In 1804 he married Miss Margaret
Duffy. Horace Greeley's well known advice to young men, “'Go
west,” had reached hltp and he resigned his position In the spring
of 1866 and, first paying a visit to hils parents, left, with his wife,
for Omuaha.

“l had made the ascquaintance of a bricklayer who eame aboard
the boat at 8St. Joseph,'" says Mr. Lonergan. “He and I left the
boat and came uptown together whon we reached Omaha, and 1
remember asking him where the clty was, There were only a few
straggling shanties in slght und the reports back In Wisconsin sald
the ‘city had 1,600 peopls.' The old capitel bullding on the high
school hill was just belng erected, and I decided the city must be
back of that hill, When eovenlng came, though, and I saw them
gather into the Clty hotel, on Harney street, where [ was fortunate
enough to get lodging for myself and wife, 1 knew the people were
there, though no large bulldings were to be seen. 1 remember
writing back home and telling the folks they were sleeping about
throe deep on the floor at the City hotel.”

The young man, belng a lnmmberman, first tried to get work at
his own trade, but *horg was little to do In that lilne. Eventually he
secured work in "s«ftia,' lumber down from the village of DeBoto
to Omaha for the firm of Davis & Salsbury. Later he worked for
a time Io & sawmill., There wis great rivalry st that time between
Florence and Omaha. Many belleved Florence was to be the city
of the future. The moving epirits there were glving a bullding lot
to anyone who would erect a house, and young Lonergan accepted
the proposition and cast his lot with Floreoce.

Flowery Days for Florence

Those were flowery days for the present Omaha suburb, The
great boom had passed somewhat. Lots had gold for $1.500, which
even today are not worth one-fifth that sum. Houses had heen bullt
and abandoned. It was the day of the greatest Moarmon actlvity.
Florence was the gataway from the cast inlo the west for the hordea
of faithful followers of Brigham Young. They arrived dally from
the east during the summer months and there they rested and pre-
pared for the long, pertlous journey across the plalng and mountaing
to Utah. Mr. Lonergan was a witness of all this activity and he
took much part In the movement in the way of dealing with those
in authority over the faithful. He sold hundreds of cattle to the
Mormon leaders aT.l had an intimate acqualntance with some of the
elders.

Among these was George Q. Cannon, for a time chlef Mormon
agent at Florence, and an influential man in the church Another
wius Mrs. Palnter, wife of a wealthy manufacturer of Wagons in
INipois, The Palnter wagons were used by the Mormops (o o large
extent. Palnter was not a Mormon His wife left him with the
purpose of making the trip to Utah. She got ax far as Florence,
but there her courage gave out and she returned eventually to her
husband. He also knew Joseph Young, & nephew of Brigham
Young, and was slightly sequainted with a son of the great head of
the church. He was well acquuinted with “'Dayve" Kimball, s son
of Heber C. Kimball, one of the twelve Mormon aposties Young
Kimball was on his way to Europe on & migslon and, Mr. Lonergan
says. was a “harum-scarum sort of fellow.” always up 1o some
“deviiment” Of the Mormon emigrants, Mr. Lonergan hias nothing
but goud to relate, \

Mormons Ordinary People

“They were an ordinary people,” he savs “They were llheral
fn thelr dealings and some of them had & great deal of woney.  They
were of many natlonalities A considernble number of them had
come direct from thels uative countries They came from Den-
mark, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland There were n greal many
from England, SBcotland pnd Wales und a few, a very few [rom
Ireland There weére also & number from South Africa and those
peemed to me to be more ke the veople of western Ameriea than
any of the others 1 remember one man npmed Talbot from Sonth
Africa. He had a very expensive, outflt, worth probably in thoee
days and In that country $100.000. He talked just like we did and
we had coneiderable sport over our apparcnt likensases They
were not all rich by sny means. There were many poor who were
prought out at the expense of the church, but were under & contract
to pay this back when they arrived ln Utah

The authorities in Florence gave the Mormions a troct of land
condisting of seven acres north of the present wuaterworks There
the Mormons bullt thelr warehouse and maintained thelr stock yards.

%

They had agents all through Jowa and llligols snd Missouri bhuving

up cattle to supply this station This stock In Florence was druwn

upon to it out the trains for the wesl The order haod gune forth
| 4

from Lhe hoad of the chumch to “"kill Bo ea it was sirictly
obeyed. . In the lales ”l they begun driviug cettle from Utah, wmak-

E. Johunson, who lHved ia Cregcent Clty, 1o, o few miles from Flor
ence, and who wae reputed to be a polygamist His home was re-
ferred to as “the harem." There wus also one exception to the
rule in Florence in the person of Henry Keeler who had (two wives
and was afterward confined In the Insane asylum at Lincoln ( My,
Lonergan noteg that these two facts are not o be regarded as causge
and effect.) Keeler became so violent he had to be chalned to tha
floor, He wus confined In this manner when the asylum burned
and was the only Inmate who purished in that confingration,

Two Dead-Game Toughs

Wild and wicked were pome of the men in Donglas county In
the ecarly days But they possessod a recklosspness and bravado
that made one almost admire them for the ‘artiatic’ and pictaresqua
manner In which they enrrled through thelr wickednoess With two
of these desporadoes Mr. Lonergan was well nequalnted and, though
they came to o most dighonorable end, they met it with a “"noerve

that was wonderfinl The two mon were Harvey Braytod nnd Joack
Daly Bravton's father was a Mormon who had come to Florencd
in 1846 and gone on o Utih Daly wad a laborer They stole (wao
horses from P. Connor, who lived southeast of the present town of
Calhoun They crossed the river, but Connor pursucd and eaptured
them after n desperate flght in Bhelby county I'hey wore bhrought
to Omnahn, taken back to Cathoun and flnally veturned (o Omahi
to awalt trial

Connor, R. 8. Bryant and some others diclded to see that the
men were punlahed without any delns They went in o wagon w
Omaha and in some way secured the kéyg from Sherilf "Cam™
Reevis The men were pluced on the wagon ahnokled, The two
asked what was going to be done with them and when they wera
told they were about to “stretoh hemip they sald they would prefer
that to lying in that “measly foll in Omahn.” It is sald there was
many # joke told and many a De “swapped™ on the welrd trip to

Florence Mr. Lonergan saw the men when they were bropght In
tb the village, The wagon stopped ot n saloon and Brayton asked
Connor if he didn't menn to troat.

“Tt'11 be the last drink we're Hkelv to got,” ho sald, langhing,

And Connor treated. A man went to the store and hought forty
fect of rope and when the gtorekeeper nsked what he was golng te
uge it for, ealmly replied: “Oh, just goln® to hang a couple o' fel-
lers.”” The wagon drove off Into the nieght and the next morning

the bodles were found bhanging from g Hwbh near the old Vander-
cook house, two mlles north of Florence

Claim Club Operations

The Cilialm club alse furnished some excitement The land in
Douglas coupty was thrown on tho mwarket fn 1867 and the ¢lub
fmmediately claimed it all If a man tried to pre-emipt a tract ha
wis called a ¢lalm Jumper and dealt with summarils One man,
Steve Neal, was thus branded and the Claim club “tried” him and
gentenced him to be flogged He wias benten Into nneonselousnoss
and then thrown Into the river to gee¢ whether he wns shpmming,
He was taken out before he drowned and upon rogalning consclous-
ness still refused to sign the papers.  He never did sign them snd
retalued possession of his land, Most of the men preferred o forego
the land rather than secure It at such o price,

Mr. Lonérgan has continued to lHve In Douglas county since the
early days. He belleves theve s no place In the world to surpass
it. He has a beautlful farm of eighty acres, where his dnughter,
Emma K. Lonerzan, lives with him. He 15 still actively engaged in
farming, for his 73 yvears sit lghtly upon him. He g stralght and
sgtrong. He took the tempercnce pledge [rom the famous Father
Mathey while gtlll a boy.

DENNIS LONIEROAN. On adjolning farms, one on each side of him, live his two sons,
Charles and William, and thelr children gladden the house of the
ploneer. The two gpons are general farmers and moke o speclalty of

Ing one round trip to Florence In a season. It was a surprising mountains, cliffs, crags, eanyons, precipleas. Through all this those
fact that cattle driven from Utah were in better condition than wonderful people went almost unarmed and pushing thelr two-
those bought up close to Florence. They had been toughenod and “I used to see them start out every day,”” saye Mr. Lonergan.
accustomed to travel, “They always had some sort of service before a traln would start,

I'he stenm ferry across the Missourl river at Florence was kept There were usually from thirty to forty carts In a train and three and Mr. Lonergan bas not remarried,

hreeding fine hogs Mr. Lopergnn has two other children, Mrs,
Mary L. MeCarthy and Miss Margaret Lonergan, the Iatter a
teacher in the Omaba publie schools, Mrs, Lonergan died in 1878

busy during the migrating season from May to 8« ptember Some- persons to & cart, two pulling on a rope in the front and one push- He has been a member of the Catholle church all his life He
times 600 emigrants would arrive in a =ingle dav and the arrivals Ing and goiding with the handle behind. The burden of each cart has never sought political office, though there were times when ba
of cattle and wagous were proportionately large. The yeople when It left Florence was 300 pounds. 1 can see them now golng ™Wight have had It.  He has never missed an election. He consid-
camped in tents and made good use of some of the houses buflt dur- up the hiil zig-zagging to make it pull easier, They would tug and ©re the franchise a sacred responsibliity.

Ing the boom and sbundonsd later!  They were fitted out and sent push and pull with the greatest enthusiasm, cometimes singing songs. Living at ease in hig Iatter dayvg upon the broad and fertile acres
on to the west as rapidly aé possible Ly the agent and his assistants When they reached the summit they went along the divide for sev- of the home he has carved out of the wilderness, Dennls Loncrgan

in Florence, erdl miles toward the northwest and therc were lost to view in the s a falr exnmple of what Nebraska, so long maligned as part of the

But before the days of wagons and ox Il'i;lll.i wins the day of push- Immense wilderness into which they ventured., 1 never saw them ‘great American desert,” does for her sons. The men who had
carts. ‘The world's history may be searched in vain for nn instance with any arms to speak of, certainly not enongh to withstand an falth In her and In her possibllities, s ratehod the wilderness and
of a braver migratory movement of human belngs than that of the attack from the Indiuns Yot very few were molested on the way. found a paradise, Thelr labora were rlchly rewarded, Dennlg
Mormons who started from Florence in the early push-cart days. 1 belleve they had emissaries among the Indians who established Lonergan in Ireland might have spent a laborious life In earning
More than 1,000 miles of unexplored country lay before them In- friendly feeling toward them." a precarious living. In Nebraskn he has three farms to show for
fested with savages, overrun with wild beasts, There were hun- Polygamy was not practiced among the Mormons Iin Florence, at his efforts and huas eetablished o home for bLis children and hisg
dreds of miles of sand, hundreds of miles of muddy clay, towering least not openly. There was one fellow, a Mormon named Joseph children’s children,

Weidensall on Work of the Y. M. C. A. in Holland

MMEDIATELY after leaving Belgium [ eén- hardly faney to be more odd; strange, yet famil- post of Eurove and maintains peaceful relations Ited with him several noted places, chiefly the
tered Holland and visited two of 1ls noled far, the rush and crowd and prodiglous vitaliwy; with the nelghboring natlons. It has an exten- groat seaslde resort of The Hague, Becheveningen,
cltles, The Hague and Amsterdam, which the immense swarm of Hle:; these busy walers, slve colonisl syatem, but conducts it s0 quietly He took me all about the resort and far out on
ara yery pecullar, remarkable and Important  crowded with barges; plled anclent gables, spa- and unoetentatiously that the world al large {8 the great pler On our return o his office he

clties The Hague, though smaller than some of cious markets teeming with  people; that ever scarcely aware of |t It ia none the less effective, pointed out the place where the Peace palace 18
the Netherland cities, is none the less in ils char- wonderful Jewish quarter, that dear ¢ld world of however, on that aceount. ‘The Dutch are natur- to be bullt, Al the while I had o splendid op-
acter and guality for that In some respects 1L paintiog and the past yet alive and throbbing and ally & sturdy people, honest and rellable. When portunlty to speak of the aspoclution work In The
Intensifies lts renl excellences The Hazgue Is palpable, actual and yet passing before you swiftly I wans & small boy there wae a ulutu'l'm-nt In my Hague, Hollund, and In the world 1 had othep
very beautifully located naturally, which has been and strangely as & dream.” Amsterdam orlg Mttie geography, ““The Duteh are great smokora™ moeetings with the geoneral secretary and a short
tmproved very much by skill wnd labor. It has Inated ai the beginning of the thirieenth ecentury They have more than maintained their early rep- evening visit of Baron Mackay at my hotel I
fine and extensive parks, boulevards and wvery by the bullding of &8 dam acroas the Amstel river, utation, for 1 belleve, from what | saw and ox- was well satisfled with my trip to The Hague and
charming suburban places It has larige and at-  and {ts Hfe has been full of historical changes and  perlenced, that they are now greater smokers and would ke to have had more of It that I might
tractive publie and private bulldings Ity resl- events “The older part of the city {& In the form more of them. have helped them more. The Hague assoclaution
dence guarters are very homelike and clean and  of a sémicirele, the diameter belng formed by the Scon - after leaving Belgium I reached The I8 in u position to do o larger work than s belng
geem ke very desicable places to llve There Y canals, or gratchen, of various sizes intergect Hague, Holland, Thursday, November 8, and put done—I1 feel sure It will do so soon

are two guite iarge Protestant cathedrals or the city In every direction and divide 1t into up at the tourist hotel near the station. s good Early Saturday morning. November 10, 1 went
shurched., - The chiel attraction of The Hague 1s plnety Islands, which are connected by means of place I tmmedintely called at the rooms of Che to Amsterdam and, by request, reporiod at the
its wonderful seaside resort, Schoveningen, with 300 bridgee.’ Al the bulldings are constructed assoclation, Prinsegracht No. 4, a very central .00 of Baron W. O, Quarles Van Ufford, a mems
fts dellghtful besch and surf, 1ta splendild pler that  on foundations of plles. The whaole clity Is lower part of the eity. | met the general secretary, Mr ber of the world's commities. Baron Vo Ufford
extends far out into the sea. The many Institu than sen level and s protected from the sew by P. W. Lanrman, a fine man, and soon béecame ne- (o ouedlod to & cousin of Mr. H. Sarasin, ¢halr-
tions, hotels, restaurapts, stores and places of  extensive und well bullt dykes and great pumping qualnted with him He made an appointment man of the world's committes Young Men's
amusement, make it one of the most desirable re statlons The cost of the works for the protection for me by telephone to meet Haran A, S, Mackuy Christlan assoclation I was warimly welcomed;

sorts for wholesome snleasure and recreation that of the city Is estimated at several thousand floring  former president of the pesoclation Secretary I soan realized that | was in the house of [riendes.

can be found anywhere Fhen It 1s so0 clo to  perday, Amsterdam has a ponudlation of §00,000 Laarman accomnpanied me tao the house of Baron After 8 very pleasant visit with the baron and
the city that on time Is Jost In golog t vnd from lnhubitants, %0,000 Roman Catholics and 3,500 Markay, where |1 was heartily welcomed Tho his Mumily 1 wentito the Excelsior branch of the
it, which also makes It easily accessible to the Portuguese Jews Thi city has many Ereat baron s comparatively & young man yet I pry Amiaterdam assoctation and tiended the annl-
common people The Hague, doulitlezs becauss bulldings—the Royal Palace, churches, mmusenms gontied him and his wife-with some of the letier versary teeting of s lterary soclety There
of its central locatlon and because of s moany pleture galleries, ete., and no end of splendid pri I had from various natlous and tald them some was & full attendance of live young men deeph
other excellencles, hus begn chosen by the patlons vale bulldings The churches are mast) Duteh facts ahout my trip around the world Afterward interested in thelr specinl Literary pile und anlso
ol the world as & most degirnble plaee for the Reformaed, butl some very large Lutheran churches I spoke ol the assoclation work In genernl, then in the sssociation A ftor th " sesdlon |
Peace Tribunal, or the court for the sertlement The Hijks musenm has @ mammoth bullding aud of The Hogue and Holland waork The baron 18 o onded, by T U and vartoo ¢ & splendld
of natlonsl guestions In & manner that will avold coutains a sneclal hall dedicated to Rembrandt, o stropg sssociation man and belleves in I Ha bl . Lively toasts were made and odeéd
resart 1o wWar If this should succeed, &8 L cer in witlch some of his best pletures (originsle) are has an intelllzent and practical knowledge of us e I wias aiked to address the membe uf the
talnly ought o do, no place In the world would be Kkaout Amsterdam has canals for streets ke soclstion work The whole presentation of the Literary sooloty which I wn dolizhted (o dao,
ore sotable than The Hagud The czuct placs Venjew, and eanale and streets runn side by work seemed o be much appreciated by the baron i = | f th (L rnT soclot and of the
in The Hague chosen for the Peate palacs y A Eldo like Stockholm it includes many of Tho ex- -!11",111 wife | tJoved the entire avening's wviuft association e whiol et ig v i a4 ad thelr
very deslrable one, with very peaceful aund charm- cellencien of both Venice and Stockholm: while at thelr home They are experts In the war of apuresdation of 1 steit ‘and add ' R B IBORBOP
Ing surroundings = it 1= not as jurge a shipping polut ns Antwern, it entertalnm=ent It 16 done so royally and yet so I shall not soon forget

Anmsterdam, the caplital of Holland, Is o re- Is one of the chiel commercial centers of Europe quletly that you are unconscious thet you are belng ' Tt next ‘day. Bundiy. Ni mber 11. I it
markable plare in manvy reésnects In the lan and has g very large trade, chlefly (o the produets enlertained Thig I8 an art o ..”‘ ‘ “,“ = iy "y “II . - .rl‘
guage of another: Amsterdam Is a8 good as  of the Duteh colonles—tobacco, Juva eoffee. sugar, The next day, Friday, November %, I called at BSndad the BmEish TEAERYISGAN eXhreh b Toa
Venlee, with a super added humour and grotesque rice, splces. ete the assoclation rooms Had a good Interview MOIGIRE; hoard & Yoty 'I'I“l.:} “,' e : - » .
neaa which gives the sightsser the most singular Holland 18 a small eountry, but Imporiant o with General SBecretary Laarman. | took dinner GRSINL J0rTies I & GUAIB, THENE vallding. %o

gesl wnd pleasure; & run through Peklug one could many réspects, 1L occuples a very strategle out with Baron Mackay at his club, after which 1 vis-

{Continued on Page Five.)
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