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GOOD THAT GREW FROM THE HAY-STACK PRAYER MEETING

Interaynodioad Foreign Missionary Meeting for Men of the Presbyterian Church, Whioh Convenes in Omaha on Tuesday, ‘Will Bring Together Many Eminent and Earnest Workers from All Parts of the World

EDGAR P, HILL OF MCORMICE REV. R COYLE., D. D., OF
SEMINARY, bmn'l-.a. EX-MODERATOR

HUNDRED YEARS ago five young men in Willlams college
held a prayer meeting under a haystack. As a result,
four of them made pn appeal to the Massachusetts
churches to send them as misefonaries to the foreign fleld.
Not less than 2,470 missfonaries have since been sent out

as the direct resnylt of that prayer meeting under a haystack., At
the centennial of that haystack prayer meeting, as it |s now known
in New York November 13-14 twonty-five problems were enumer-
ated gn pressing upon the ehurch at that time by a committes there
appointed and among the problems appear thess: -

First—To project a campaign of education among laymen to be
conducted under the direction of the various boards.

Second—To devise a comprehensive plan looking to the sending
of the message of the gospel to the onura nonchrinwm world during
the next twenty-five years.

Third—To endeavor to form throwgh the various boards a cen-
tennial commission of laymen, fifty or more in number, to visit as
eanrly as possible the mission fields and report their finding to the
c¢hurch at home, ~

The intersynodical forelgn wmisslonary convention for men,
which begins Tuesday at the Auditorium, is the responge of the men
of the Preabyterian church in the fifteen middle states of the union
and of all the men of that part of the Presbyterian church which
until last May coustituted the Cumberland Présbyterian church, to
determine thelr share of this distinct misslonary responsibility of
modern times for the unevangelized heathen world, and after due
conalderation to recommend ways and mesans to the men of the
church for meeting that responsibility. This convention s most
timely in view of the unprecedented opm'rtln!tlun in unevdagellized
lapds. ’

wmuehomnono

The purpose of the convention is to Cetormhe y -what
men ought tg do in the werk ef forelgn misslons. " work is
pressing urgently upen this and other churches and is being ex-
tended year by year, 80 that the Presbyterians find themselves
taxed for new resources and more varled plans of operationa
Greater organization and more therough co-operation are necessary
to bring to =& eucesssful - issue the gigamtic undertakings
and it s necessary to this end to Impose upon the men Individually
and collectively the full measure ef thelr responsibilfty. But a
definite determination first of what that responsibility is is essential,
hence this convention. -

The spirit of Hunter Corbett is breathed Inte this great gath-
ering. It ls distinctly a missionary spirit, fer Dr. Conrbett is the dean
of forelgn misslonaries, For over forty years he has labored In
China. He carried the torchlight of the gospel into that benighted
land whan It was not as safe as It Is today for a Christian even to
get foot upon some portioms of the orfent and has maintained his
work incessaatly. About a year ago the venerable plonesr toek his
furlough, returning to his native America. At the last General
Assembly in Des Moines he was elected moderator of the church.
And so in this year, the centennidl of the "haystack prayer meeting,"”
and the year In which the oldest forelgn missienary In the church
Is occupying the highest olerical office of Presbyterianism, is made
memorable by a unigue combination of circumstances. Apother ele-
ment of vast interest {nvolved In the conventien is the fact that the
numerical strength and as well every other aspect of power of the
church is greater today than ever; the ualon, long sought,-of the
01d Schools and Cumberlands 15 a gtable fact and will be notaBiy re-
flected In the deliberations at the Aunditorium.

Sixteen hundred delegates are to compose this conventlon.
They are to come from fifteen states and one territory and repre-
sentatives will be thare from forelgn' Jands. A dozen synods and
more than 100 pmby’teﬂu will participate. The convention ls for
men, but women will be admitted as visitors. These are the states
that will send delegates: Nebraska, Michigan, Indianas, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Arksnsas, North and South
Dakots, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Colorado and New Mexicd,

Committees of the Convention

The guiding hand In the organization of this convention has
been that of Rev. Charles E. Bradt of Chlcago, one of the secre
tarfes of the forelgn board. Beveral visit? he bas pald o Omaha
to confer with the local committee on the detalls of the plans. The
following roster contalus the names of the mes who are responsible
for the meeling:

Advisory Committee—A. W. Halsey, D. D Mr. Robert B. Speer,
Arthot J. Brown, D. D., Mr. Dwight H. Day, Prof T. H. P. 8Baller,
Ph, D., Mr. David McCunnu;hy Mr. J, M, Patterson.

Bxecutive Committee—Charles Edwin Bradt, chairman; Ben-
jamin M. Brown, secretary and tregsurer; Willlam 8. Marquis, inter-
syunodickl representative; Bdwin Hart Jenks, Omaha representative.

Intersynodical Central District Committee—Illinols, W. 5. Mar-
guis; Wisconsin, J. W. Laughlin; Missouri, W. C, Atwood; Ne-
braska, B. M, Long; Texes, Bdwin McNutt; Indlana, Edward Baoch;
Minnesota, Charles F. Hubbard; North Dakota, R. H. Myers: Kansas,
S 3, Estey; New Mexico, C. R. Brodhead; Michigan, F. W, Lewis;

(.8 85 W, McFadden; South Dakota, D, T. Kuhn; Oklahoma, W,
w‘uuhnm Colorado, 0. 8. Baum.

Omabs lLocal Committee—Chalrman, Rev, Thomas K. Hunter;
lace of meeting,. Rev. Edwin Hamt Jenks, D, D.; entertainment,
ev. M. V. Higheo, sssignment committeeman, Rev, Walter H. Ray-

nolds, D. D.; reglstration, Rev. R. L. Purdy; reception, Rév, R. T,
Bell; educational and book room, Rev, A. 8. O, Olarke, D, D.; deco-
rutlon Rev. J. B. Cherry, Ph. D.; postoffice, Rev. J. C. Wilson,
Benson; publicity, Rev. Newman Hall Burdick.

Dr. Hunter Corbett will be the central flgure of the conven-
tion. He would be a unigue figure st any convention. His very
presence Is comManding enough 1o make him conspicuous, but aside
from hia presence is his character and what he has accomplished in
the canse of foreign missions. Forty years in the empire of Queen
Au has given bim & command of-the Chinese langusge as complete
and fluent as any Chinaman could hope to attain. He speaks It
with all the native inflections and Intonations of a Chinaman;
writes, reads and preaches In it. He not only has asquired thelr
language, but he actually has become an Inseusible prey to theds
queer little faclal expressions and gestures. His towering form,
pairiarchal beard, profound knowledge of his subject and earnest
consecration make him & plafform magnet of irresistible forea.

Aside from Dr. Corbetl are many other prominent flgures in
the church who will be at the convention. Some are; Rev. R. F,
Coyle, D. D, of Denver, ex-moderator; Rev. Ira Landrith, D, D, L 1.
D., of Naahville, ex-modarator of the Cumberland church; Rev. 8.
A. Moffatt, D./D, of Corea, and Rev. 8. M. Jordan, D-D., of Persla;

 Rev. George Alesaader, D. D, LL. D, president of the Board of

~
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Foreign Missions, New York; Rev. A. W, Halsey, D. D.,, home de-
partment secretary Board of Forelgn Missions; Mr. Robert E. Speer,
senlor secretary; Mr. T. H. P. Sailer, Ph, D., educational secretary;
Mr. David McConaughy, eastern district eecretary; ex-Governor
James A. Beaver of Pennsylvania, judge of the superfor court and
acting president of Pennsylvania Btate college; Prof. Edgar P. Hill,

D. D., chair of homiletlcs McCormick Geological seminary, Chicago; ™

Mr. J. Campbell White, field secretary of the Uniwed Preésbyterian
church, John Wanamaker is expected to sttend, but his presence

18 not certaln as yet. Willlam J. Bryan is scheduled for an address

oen “What I Think of Forelgn Migsions,"

A dual force brought the convention to Omaha. First, Omaha
is the ideal eity for this as well as other conventions of national or
Interstate scope, because of its central location. Second, Omaha
has passed over the summit of & new ¢ra.in foreign missionary ac-
tivity. In March, 1905, a “forward movement” was launched In
this city by local Presbyterian pastors, led by such leaders in the
weork as David McConaughy, Rev. Charles E. Bradt,. Rev. W. Y.
Jonea of Japan and Rev. Joha A. Eakin of Bangkok, Slam, From the
loins of a meeting of these men at the First Presbyterian church
sprang the rugged youth ,of foreign mission zeal which now jumps
inte the limelight of public attention upon such a broud scale. From
the fotrteem churches of Omahg and South Omaha $1,712 was do-
nated te the General Assembly of 1906 for forelgn missions. The
movement was fostered and nurtured without the'slightest lapse of
interest, but rather with increased zeal from time to time, In 1906
these same, churches gate §2,966 to the same cause, an'increase of
78 per cent. Rew T. V. Moore, I). D., formerly pastor of West-
minster, church in Omaha and now professor of theology at San
Anselmo seminary, S8an Franclsco, was oné of the staunchest sup-
porters of this “‘forward movement."

Finally local interest in forelgn missions came to be so sub-
stantial that thetparish of Hang-Chow in China was given to Omaha
for Its specific work and Dr. Moore was chalrman of this work. He
had maps drawn showing the mission with Its outstanding stations.
Bince Dr. Moore's departure from the city Rev, M. V. Higbee ot
Knox church has beecome chalrman., Beveral representatives of the
Omaha Presbyterian Theological seminary are now upon forelgn
fields, while Lowe Avenue c¢hurch, of which Dr.. A, 8. C. Clarke le
pastor, has two of his elders there—Drs, J, W. McKean and OClaude
W. Mason, medical missionaries—who have assoclated with them
in the work thelr wives in Laos, Siam. ’

B0 much for the direct interest of Omahs ln foreign missions,
which are growing so rapldly, particilarly in the orient.
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ental minds io occidental civilization. Many of the shrewdebi think-
ers In these transpaciflic nations are discoveriug that western clvll-
{zation ls the product of Christlanity, and is Impossible without Iit,
and they are favorably disposed toward it today, where Ltwenty, even
ten years ago, they would have trested R with the utmost scorn and
gleefully murdered its emissaries.

In the capital of Corea a nephew of the emperor, the private
secretary of the emperor, a brother of the empress, the chief of
the survey department, a former governor und a former chief of
police are earnest Christlans. In Pyeng Yang the miseipnaries sent
out the more mature Christlans recently, having previously given
them a apecial preparation for the work, to make a house to bouse
canvass. In ten days 1,120 publicly became Christians and all Pyeng
Yang was moved.

Syen Chyum, another Corean statiom, opened ad late as 1801,
reports the last year 6,607 commumicants and catechumens. One
member of that station in five months baptized 660 adults, enrolled
1,000 catechumens and organized ten churches., A tralning class for
Christian workers was organized and 1,140 men came, some walking
890 miles over mountains and valleys, through deep snow, In.Feb-
ruary weather, consuming twenty-four days in the journey, that they
might attend the clusses, One misgtonary, who went out in 1802, now
has seventy churches under his care. In a letter to the Board of
Forelgn Missions he says: “I am writing at midnight after a hard
but & wonderful day. Tomorrow | must walk twénty miles, ex-
amine forty candidates for baptism and preach in the evening. Can’t
you send me some one to help me?" i

In China remarkable things are betokening the awakening of a
great revival after the sleep of ages and a corresponding opportun-
Ity for the evangellcal propaganda. That great developments are
imminent in China is Indieated by such things as the abandonment
of the queue by high officials, the imperial edict abolishing foot-
binding, the promise of a new constitutional government, the pro-
posal of a new legal code, the decres that a master or western learn-
ing shall be a conditlon of ofvil service, the establishmept of over
6,000 schools In one province, Lhe decision to teach the New Testa-
ment in the public schools of two provinces, the appointment of the
western Sunday as® a legal holiday. A movement ls on foot to es
tablish at Nanking a union university to be supported by the Metho-
dists, Bisciples and Presbyterians,

The Pelyang Educational Institute has just published a primer
entitled “Peace Between People and Church,” which bears the im-
primatur of H. E. Yuan Bhlh-Kal, viceroy of Chili-Li. It Is aa at-
tempt upon the part of the pative official class to render a popular
and orderly secount of ¢he origin, development and Influence of
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Ohristlanity in China. One chapter desls with “‘the treatment o
flerelgn missjonaries in China.” The treaty of 1543 belog referred to
as permitting foreigners to propagate their religion, and BAYBE
®afterward all the restrictions upon the propagption of the falth
were removed.”

Aboit-six ears ago Protestant missions wewe first organized:
fa the Philippine islands. In Japan it took seven years to make the
first convert, {ifteen vears In South Africa and twenty In Mongollae
while within six years of the landing of the first Protestant missions
ary In the Philippines the Presbyterians alone have seventean
ehurches with 4,127 communlcants,

In Africa the story is the sama. One missionary at Elat preaches
every Sunday to 1,000 bilacks. Bighop Tugwell of Western Equae
tortal Africa and his workers in the field have sent abroad an earnest
appeal on behalf of the most populous part of the continent of
Africa, Northern Nigeria, which has recently come under the Hritisl
flag. The Sudan lles south of the great Saharn desert and extends
8,000 miles from east to west, reaching almost from the Red Sea
to the Atlantic ocean. It Is sald to have a population equal to that
of the United States.

The Byria mission costs $65,000 a year. This §55.,000 maintaing
forty missionaries and 204 native helpers, representing 2,669 com-
municants and 7,600 adherents, supports schools enrolling 6,600
puplle, two hospitals, which treated last year 11,000 patients; a pub=
lishing buskness which put out last year 59,4018 949 pages of printed
matter,

“Where in America,” asked Dr. Brown of the Presbyterian Board
of Forelgn Migslons, “do $556,000 maintain twenty-nine churches with
10,000 memberg and adherents, 121 schools with 6,600 scholara,
two hospitals, a great printing press and a salaried force of 844 perw
sons?"

Onslaught Against Islam

Even Turkey is presenting new opportunities for Christian works
The collegiate institutions—Antolia College at Marsovan, Euphrates
College at Harput, Central College at Aintab, St. Paul's Institute &t
Tarsus, International College'at Smyrna, Central Turkey Oollegs
for girls ot Marash, and the Collegiate and Theological Institutes s
Samokov, Bulgaria—are all crowded and over-crowded with studenta,
and need funds for scholarships, enlargement and runuing expenses,,
Medlcal work has special significance fu Turkey aand all classes reos
ognize the great value of Christian physiclans, giving them unique
opportunities to do Christian wonk. !

Corresponding to the oppertuniies for missionary work there Ia
an awakened and growing Interest in forelgn missiens in the home!
church. There is a fecling amerig the men of the church that nog
only Is it not chivalrous and manly to throw all the respensibility!
for foreign misslonary work upen women and children, but that the
opportunities now dally openimg cannot be met successfully In this
way alone, Therefore they are taking an active interest whlcih.
heretofore they have not pessessed. First there came the Freshy-
terian Brotherhood convemtien at Indianapolis last Nevember, which
aroused enthusinsm among Presbyterlan men beyond the most sans
guine expectations of its prometers, Now follows the Mem's Mise
slonary cuﬁwnuun. which seems to have aroused no less enthusiasm
to provide one way in which the.newly aroused energies of ?rﬂbr-'
terian men may find one outlet of practical endeavor.

In New York, Washington, Chicago, Des Moines and other cofties
have beem held supper table conferences of Presbyterian business men,
at which the opportunities and obligations of forelgn missions was
the'subject under discussion.

A stody of the program shows that this conveantion will be thres
days and nights of typical Roesevelt life, so strenuous is the pace
marked out. Aside from the deliberations of the convention propes
{n"the Auditorium, conferences will be held in various churches and
at the seminary. The seminary will be heddguarters for all students
attending the convention, The cenferences are scatieted over the
elty with the thought of giving each section the benefit of the coms
vention, since It might not be convenlent for pesple desiring to attend
to go to the Auditorlum each day or night. Again the delegates may,
fn this way mingle with the peeple and varlous churches, a.ttand.ln.q
this or that conference as suits thelr desires.

Program for the Convention - {

The convention will be opened st the Auditorium Tuesday nighty
with Rev, Ira Landrith of Nashville, Tenun., as chairman. A male
chorus of 100 volces will that and each succeeding evening lead lny
the singing. ‘“The Forelgn Mission Enterprise” will be the subjets
of chief discuasion that first night and it will be dealt with by Rew,
George Alexander, D. D., LL. D,, president of the Board of Forelgm
Missions and pastor of the University Place church, New York City,
Wednesday morning former Governor Beaver of Pennsylvania wil)
fire the first blg gun of the day with an address on *“We are His Wit
nesses ob These Things.” Hunter Corbett and Reva. B, A, Mofiatt of
Corea and 8. M. Jordan of Persin will talk on “"Visions of the Fops
elgn Field,” and Robert B, Bpeer will sound the keynote of the whole
conventlon with an addrefs on “The Distinct Forelgn Mission Res
sponsibility of the Presbyterian Chureh.” Wednesday night L
Campbell White of Alleghany, Pa., will tell ““What the Men of the
United Presbyterian Church are Doing,” fn this work and Dr. R. ¥,
Coyle of Denver. ex-moderator and one of the biggest men of the
church, will talk on ‘‘Men of Might in Mlssions "

Thurgday, the last day. of the econvention, will be a busy one,
“Methods"” will be the theme of the day. That will be getting
down to bedrock, for it I8 “methods’ this convention is called fon,

Andrew Stevenson, president of the Young Men's Christian associas
tion in Chicago, will preside ‘Eduncational Methods™ will be exs
ploited by Dr. Halsey, “The Fulpit” will be defined in its relation by
Prof. Hill of the McCormick seminary, “Tithing and Forelga Mis-
plons” will be the subject of an address by Rev, F, O. Ballard, D. D,
pastor of Memorial Presbyterian church, Indianapolis; “How to
Finance the Fleld” will be told by Dr, Charles E..Bradt and “Ore
ganization Meothods™ will be descrithed by David MeConaughy.

From this convention Dr. Hunter Corbett will start for his homs
fn China and the lsst address unon the program, Thursday night,
will be that of Dr. Corbett on the subject, “A Parting Messize to
the Men of America.” There is a tinge of pathos In the parting
witn Mr. Corbett, for he has already reached his forescore and tem
and leaves America this time, after a year's furlough, erowned with
the highest distinction within the gift of his church, probably nob
ever to return from the distant lapd of China which he has been ﬁ
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