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The rallway blogk system s not ef-
fectlve In the hands of blockbead op-
erators, ’

Up to date the earthquake has pot
been assigned as a cavee of the car
shortage.

The ground hog Is cl&_r-ly open to
contempt of court proceedings as an
l.ll.’_ of the Coal trust.

“Balomé'’ and Benator Tillman's
minstrels have both been withdrawn
@4 offensive to the public tasta,

Chicago s making as much fuss
the grain rate as though it dealt

in ,grain, instead of options,

Water wagon drivers In Chilcago
have gone on a strike. Chances are
they didn't have passengers enough!
Joft to make it pay.

New York Is to increase Its police
foree from 8,000 to 10,000 men. Looks
like & confession that Dr. Parkhuret's
reform efforts have been futile,

It Is SBenator AMirich of Nebraska,
not Senator Aldrich of Rhode Island,
who is actively pressing legislation for
the regulation of rallway rates,

“How to Treat Senator Tliman” Is
the subject of an article In the New
York World, which has evidently for-
gotten that the senator is a testotaler.

Canadian lobster packers are fight-
Ing a bill requiring them to plcce
dates on thelr packing. Yef the lob-
ster and the date usually go togéther,

Looking at It mn one wu’;. “the
Omaha minister who preached a ser-
mon agalnst dealing In futures would
:pr to be kmocking his own busi-

de | Ods.

FASEING OF THE INDIAN 48 4 wahD
Congress has practieally decided to
troat the Indlan no longer as a ward
With a mistaken impression thalt the
Indian of Oklshoma, Indian Territory
and some of the northwestern states
wore still wearing blankets and lving
In wigwams, the suthorities at Wash-
ington have gone on year after yoar
spending momney ‘belonging to the In-
dian for experiments with thHeoretical
Ideas of bringing the red man to an
appreciatioft of the white man's math-
A subtommittee of the senale,
after & visit to Oklahoma and the In-
dian Territory, has secured on amend-
ment to the Indlan appropriation bill
conforming to the real siatus of the
indian of today. The Indlans there
ure to be given -thejr lands In allot-
ments and allowed to disposerof them
a8 they please, with tho exéeption of o’
forty-pore homestead, which cannot be
allenated for twenty-five years,

The necessity of such an amend-
ment is shown by the peculiar condi-
tions existing in the Indinm Territory.
With an area about equal to that of
Indiana and a population approximat-
ing 500,000, the Indlan population of
the torritory s lems than 80,000, of
which less tham 3,000 are what Is
known fs "blanket Indians."” & Yet
400,000 white people are to he found
located in the territory, without the
privilege of buying or owning lands,
without schaols, without roads, with-
out asylums or any of the neccsilties
of civillsation except such as they have
been able to secure through the suffar-
ance of the Indians. Those familiar
with the situation have marveled for
years that the Indian Territory, by
reason of the opportunity for confilet,
has not been one rule of riol.

Nearly all the Indians of the terri-
tory are educated as wéll as the aver-
age resldent of the frontier districts,
They dress well, conduct business en-
terprises suceessfully and hold their
own with the white men In every. .re-
spect. They have fong felt their quali-
fleations for caring for thelr own for-
tunes, a responsibility the government
now promises to place upon them. The
new law will remove resatrictions that

| have long sérved to hamper the deval

opment of one of the most promising
sections of the southwest. If the In
dian of Indlan Territory has the right
stuff in him he will prosper along with
the white man—if not, he will scon be
rrowded out altogether,

REDUCED MAILCABRRYING ALLOWANCE

The estimated reduction of $12,000,-
000 in the compensation to railroads
for carrying the mails In the postsl
appropriation as it.will pe iptroduced
in the house Is B long-delayed step in
the right direction, and has a very Im-
portant bearing on the question of
postage rates. It has long been known
that the excessive allowances to the
carrier companies wmore than ac-
cointed for the large snnual deflefux of
the departments. These deficits have
been the basis of efforts to impose
higher postage rates on second-class
mall, on’ néwspapers and periodicals,
on the ground that 1 cent a pound is
not compensstory for the service,
which is malinly transportation.

Cogent proofs are abundant that
the second-class rate is actually re-
munerative so far as legitimate news-
papers are concerned, considered
purely sas frelght, and saylng nothing
of the emormously stimulating effect
of thelr glrculation upon the volume
at the highest postage rate. The In-
dubitable fact {8 that the roads actu-
ally favor express companies far more
than the government on matter aimli-
lar to newspaper maili The express
companies carry a large smount of
newspaper matter considarably below
1 cent a Poud in ecompetition with
the postal 'department whefever it can
be delivéred in time, It fs a further
fact that not a little newspaper welght
is carrled by raillroads direct at a
quarter of & cent a pound. None of
this newspaper Bulk handled by rail-
roads and express companles without
evér getting into the malls at all 18
carried at a loss., .
~ The .material reduction in rallroad

It might have been wore satisfac- | compensation in the ‘commiftee’s bill

tory If the Thaw trial had been héld
during Lent, In order not to Interfere
with other soclal functions In New
York.

The conductors’ reports right after
March 4 will show how many otn-
gresamen relaln thelr passes on the
ground that they are rallway em-
ployes. ‘

A few more grand jury Investiga-
tions may convince United States sen-
ators that a certificate of election s
nat proper collateral to offer for loans
from privileged corporations.
|

Coffes exportations from Java have

beann stopped by the revolutionists. |

Most Americans have become so Accus-
fonfed to drinking near-coffee that
they will hardly notice ihe diference,

Okiahoma proposes to select a state
flower &t ber constitutional conven-
tion,, The way Oklahoma's suggestions
are being turned down at Washlagton
SUERNRTE that the lemon would be an

spprepriate state flower.

are to have n new federal

is the most important reform step at-
tempted by congress in the poatal field
in many a day, because the abuse
which It attacks Is parent to innumer-
able other abuses. It is, however. n
rocky road that this proyieion will have
to travel through congress amidst the
powerful Influences agalnst it before
it can become a law.

FOLLOWING THE RIGHT PRECEDENT.
Thé fArst mounthly financlal state-
ment made by State Treqsurer Brian
‘shows that Nebraska's néw treasursr
is followinl the right precedént. '
The exbibit gives. the afmbunt of
money constituting the balames in ench
state fund at the beginning sond lke-
wisé at the and of thé month, Includ-
ing the varlous trust funds, as
the permanent school fund mh the

the plack of dpposit and unt of
bank balavees, which foot up to o
penny with 4he towal oh hand.
This means that Treasurer Brian, fol-
lowing the example of former Treas-
urer Mortensen, proposes to account
for the trust funds the same as for
the gurrent funds and to turn Into
the trassury the interest earned on all
moneys in his custody, without agaln
ralsing the guibble about the trust
funds being sxempt from the provi-
slons of the depository law.

Looking bLack to. the tme befors
rule, it i1s amaning to mn

Buc-

permanent Gniversity fund, and. also

this

i | rouds  mixing

and inviting eriminal prosecution, and
&0 the practice was pursuad of deposit-

embestling the fhterest Income,

When Treasurer Mortensen openly
announced the deposit of the school
fands and began erediting back the in-
terest, ns overy sitrictly honest man
would do, the talk about prosecuting
him for technical embesslement dled
out st once, and the very suggestion
now would be scouted as part of A
deep Iald plot to resurrect the dis-
carded custom of treasury farming for
personal profit.

Without antfeipating the policy of
the new treasurer, it is none the less
sntisfactory td note ‘that his first
monthly statement figures out right,

THE SUTREL COMBINE'S EARNINGS.
The net earnings of the United
Btates Bieel corporation for the year

$1566,619,111—almost as much as the
total net cash In the United States
treasury, less reserve fund, the first
of the year; nearly $20,000,000 more
than the total pensions of the United
States In 1606 nearly as much as the
total gold in the Bank of England, and
almost exactly equivalent to the total
value of iron and steel exported from
the United States last year. And after
setting aside immense sums for maln-
tenance and enlargement of plant,
glnking fund, etc., the glant combine
actually pald a remunerative average
return on its bllllon and a half capital-
Ization, fully half of which is belleved
to have been water at the time of or-
ganization.

Nor does the annual report given
out at the directors’ meeting Wednes-
day Indloate any less extraordinary re-
sults during the present year. Plant ad-
ditlons during the last year will mate-
rlally increase the output, and this for
the most part has already been en-
gaged for the first three quarters, The
operations of the United States com-
pany, too, have been duplicated by the
independent companies, some of which
are lmmense concerns, according to
thelr several capacities,

The steel and iron trade s Justly
accepted as one of the most accurate
exponents of universal business, ris-
ing and falling with its fluctuations.
The scope of the United Btates com-
hine I8 so comprehensive that {ts expe-
rience during the year and Its present
outlook must be taken as a reflex of
pervading industrial conditions.

TRAIN LOAD AND SHIP LOAD.

The same principle that has caused
the increase of the train load has also
been revolutionizing the steamship
load, Within the lew years during
which the average train load has risen
from less than 200 tons o over 400
tons the steamship load has far‘more
than doubled, and astonishing further
fucreases are now being made.

The new steamship Europa, for the
Hamburg-American Hne, will be 720
feet long, 80 feet beam, 42,000 tons
displacemént and equipped to carry
4,700 passengers. There are already
built or bullding a large number of
ghipk as blg as the Huropa. Ocean
trangit I8 certainly matching rallroad
feals when & single liner now can
carty Iin its cabins the equivalent of a
hall dozen great national conventions
or the whole population of a good-
slzgd city, and In Its hold several hun-
dréd big train loadg of frelght.

Yet these enormous enlargements
of the loads of & train or a ship mate-
rially reduce the actual cost of carry-
ing & passenger or a ton of frelght,
and the present scale, Incredible as it

ngo, 1s known to be still far below the
q-odblo maximum,

The new federal judiclary bill pur-
ports to abandon the divislon of Ne-
brasks into two distri¢ts, but nonethe-
less provides certain divisions with
the further requirement that all cases
must be tried In the divielon In which
they wsrise; It ls asserted by those
who are competent to speak that in
the recent land fencing conspiracy
cases no indictment would eéver have
been found and no oconviction ever
have been recorded had the court
been compelled to select the juries
from the distriet In which the land
frauds were committed. This ex-
planation may throw some light on the
new bill as well as on the old bill.

The sttention of the Commercial
olub has been called by Postmaster
Paltoer to the desirabllity of a revision
of the train schedule on the North-
wegtarn road, 80 as to be lesa discrim-
inating -sgalnet the business Interests
of Omaha. Omaha is more poorly ac-
commodated by the traln schedules of
thé rallrosrds radiating from this point
than any other city In I8 class. The
rallroads would not hurt themselves
any by coasuiting the convenlence of
the business houses here that depend
on them for thelr malls and reclpro-
cate with thelr traffie.

Census statistics just published at
Washington show that property wal-
ued In excess of $500,000,000 was de-
stroyed by fire In 1908, while the total
oxpended in bulldings for the year was
a Mttle less than $605,000,000. The
heavy loss from. fire has neéver been
equalled in the history of the coun-
try, and should emphasize the neces-
sity of more stringent bullding regula-
tons ju all of the larger citles of the
pountry., It should mark the doom
of frame bulldings In business dis-
tricts,

Interstate Comme Commissioner
Lane In an mddress at Ban Franclsco
declared that the practice of the rail-

An politics brings twem

roe
at

ot this money In & bank would be the | more Inte AifPaputs with e people
same an admitting its embesslement | than anything eise thdy do.

1908 renched the stupendous sum of’

would have seemed only a few years

Mr. Lane
should come to Nebraska and l'l!p!ll

]thnt speech to a seleot audience of
ing the money In banks or loaning It | raliroad managers and lobbyists whose
out without public record and secretly | names can be easily secured for the

invitation list.

Governor Bhe)don has at last discov-
ered the charges.against the members
of the Omaha Board of Fire and Po-
llee Commissioners among the accou-
trements of the executive office be-
queathed to him by his predecessor,
It I8 not near anoygh the end of Gov-
ernor Sheldon’s ‘thrm, however, for
him to count on handing the package
on to some one who Is to come after
him, !

peeraaY |

That carryall _ﬂ;; er who upset a
carload of distloguished law-makers
on & tour of Inspection of Nebraska
state institutions should be hauled an-
ceremoniously before the bar of the
house on a charge of contempt. The
iegisinture .must maintain unimpaired
its monopoly of bumping people.

The wolf scalp bounty must be a
remnant of the fiat money craze. Cash-
fng wolf scalps into dollar bills by
presentation to the state treasury In
not dissimilar to the coining of 50
cents’ worth of bulllon Into a silver
dollar by presentation at the govern-
ment mint.

For some unaccountable reason the
legislature has knocked out a bill pro-
viding for a llen on wells for unpald
tlalms due the well digger. This In-
Justice ought to have a remedy even
If the well digger has to be anthorized
to dig up the well and take it with
him.

Inasmuch as the intention is to put
In barges Instead of ice boats, the de-
Iay In organizing the Omaha and Mlis-
sourl River Navigation company wiil
not eause much inconvenience while
the thermometer is below zero.

The automobllists seam 1o be singu-
larly neglected In the bill hopper at
the state capitol. The farmers must
be becoming reconclled to the whis
wagons scaring the colts and playing
havoe with the chickens,

Carrlie Natlon says she cannot un-
derstand why she was denled admis-
slon to the White House. Possibly
the president fee]s he can do his own
smashing when occasion demands.

Good Thing—Fash It Along.
Cleveland Plain Denlor,

1t in stated that dn Illinols medicine com-
puny hax been foreed Into bankruptey with
$80,000 liabilities by the enforcement of the
pure food law. At the same time that will
ngt arouse any general demand to have
the Iaw repenled.

Conl Roada In Court.
' Philadelphia Record.

The whole story of the relations between
the anthracite raflroads and the thdg-
pendent anthracite producers, which  the
Interstute Commerce commission has only
partially explored, may be brought out in
court. One of the independent producers
has commenced sult agninst a rallroad
commpany which refuses to e-ccute a trans.
portation contract he had with an under-
Ilylng company, and there Is Involved In
the cass the entire process by which the
conl roads have been gradually forcing the
Jndependents oul of business.

Fublic and Private Ownership,
* New York Press

The publicly owned and operated strest
car linea of Beotland and England provide
ample cars for the public at all times, In
rush hours and slack hours; the private
monepolles of New York, In contrmst, never
do. Every passenger in & Glasgow car has
& sont; In New York one in three Is lucky
o get & seat. The publicly owned and op-
crated cars In Great Britaln provide—and
for a cheaper fare—a ride and a seat. For
A larger fare the private monopoly here
provides a ride without s seat.
ample and comfortable transportation;. the
other an experience of Indecency, brutality
and extortion,

Coenine Drag Evil,
Baltimore News.

The cocsine evil in more rampant In
pome mouthern cities than It 16 here and
the nead of measurea of special severity o
repreas It Is fully recognised. The drug Is
a0 easy to conceal and earry about and itw
effect upon the nervous system so prompt
and potent that its use seema to have come
about ma & handy substitute for aloohol,
| warranted to “make the drink ocome™
gquicker  than the strongest tangiefoot
whisky. At all events, it has taken haold
on an element of the population in various
eities and as Its use spreads It léaves &
trall of Insanity and death, The increass
of Insanity among the oolored population
s already very marked and this new vice
witl augment the influencea that are al-
ready overcrowding the public asylums.

HUMANITY.

Corporations Withoeat Sonla, but
Managers l.l-ra Hearts.
Brooklyn Eagle.

It has passed Into” a proverb that cor-
porations have no souls, Fortunately, the
| men who manage corporations often have
' hearis. The news {tem which tells how
|the 8t. Paul raliroad ran & special train
10 miles to carty Lo a surgeon A brake-
| man who had his foot cut off Is at least
| saggestive. We do not imagine that tha
superintandrnt who ordered this action will
|b- & candidate for a dide-saver's medal, pnd
'we have no ldea (thet the president of the
!“nd who will approve the course taken
| will expect & vote of thanks from the unlon
to which the brakgman belonged. Thay
wil] no more seek o star thelr generosity
then do the mine-Owming corporation man-
agers when scores of men are buried by a
dispenaation of Providence, -and it takes
thousandls of doliare to dig the viethms out
“Every generalisation (s falss,” said a
witty Frenchman, adding, after a pauss,
“gven this one” Corporations have no
souls. A manager of corporation property
is & trustee who can only be generous
with other people’s money. Therefore. the
inhumanity of ecorporations must excecd
that of Nero, who had moments of pity;
and of Caligula, who sometimen relleved
distress. Reason thal way, as far as you
like, and your pgeneralization Is false.
Btockholders are men. Dirsctors are men.
Managers and superintendents and foremen
are men. They have Indignation to be
stirred; scorn (0 be aroused, tears to be
shed. And when the smergency comes, and
the lives of the humblest smployes are In
peril, the news flles of American news-
papers will show that corporations are very,
yery rarely derelict In the matter of hu-

One gives'

1907,

BITE OF WARHINGTON LIFE

Minar Bcenes and Incidents Sketohed
on the Spot.

Bonator Thomas Colller Platt of New
York, the "Basy Boss™ of olher days, In
moving into the deap shadows of oblivion
practicully Aesertad by his former foilow-
ara. His famous ple counter, usually well
Stocked, has not enough on it now to
temipt the poorest hobo of the Empire
#tate. The famous “Amen corner’ s as
voloeless am A fomb, and the equally
famous express office, 19 RBroadway, hos
new tenants. On top of these wrecked
femploa of former greatness rises Mrs.
Pintt, defying the aged senator by Inatl-
tuling silta agiinat Washington papera for
00000 damages for publishing the story
of last summer's tour In which Coachman
Hedges figured as valet and guest. This
episode Iy supposed Lo have onused the
separation of the Platts, widely repotted
lnst fall. To stir up the mess In the courts
of Washington within earshot of the sen-
ate ls the cruelest cut of all and lends &
touch of pathos to the figure of the bowed
senintor participating in the opening pray-
ers of the msenate.

Influlging In reminiscences of times that
are past the ald inhabltant sald to a party
6of friends that the coming of a member
of the Hebrew race to congress from the
west In the person of Mr., Quggenhelm of
Colorado, would be somewhat of an In-
novation, "There have beef Jews In both
houses of congress, but &8 far back as 1
oan remember,” he remarked to & Wash.
Ington Post Interviewer, “there have bean
none of the tribe of Israel from the fag
went. There have been from other sec-
tions, and they have ever been falthful
and Industrious men.

"*T'o the south alone,” he continued, “be.
longa the palm of having sent the greatest
man of all Judea's clans to the United
Binten senate. 1 allude to Senator Benja-
min of Loulstana, named after the anclent
and honored patriotic Juds:h, the progeni-
tor of & noble race. Judah P, Benjumin
WiE an orator among oretors, and I have
heard his nllver tongue in debate for the
demands of the south whén the whole sen-
ate soemed spellbound,

"To my dylng day,” he assured his iis-
tenars, “I will remember his valedlotory
when his state, Louisiana, seceded from
the union. There were great men in the
sonate from all parts of the sountry on
that day, and they were all In thelr ponLe
on the occasion. The gulleries  were
orowded, as they always were at that per-
flous period In the nation’s history. Benja-
min was a short, chunky man, somewhat
of the bulld of Btephen A. Douglas. He
had wvery black hatr, an olive complexion,
and bright, plercing dark eyes. With an
he was the persomification of dignity and
courteny. I recallect a part of his perora-
tlon—the ending of it, on that day, ‘You,'
he mald, addressing the republicans of the'
senate, of whom Willlam H. Beward was
probably the most conspleuous, ‘You may
tonquer us, you may defeat us, you may
humlilinte wus, but ¥ou oan never, never
subjuginte us! Never! Nover! Never' He nat
down, and there was for a moment a pro-
found wilenge. After a few seronds A man
In the gallery clapped his hands together.
It was the signal for a volesnie exploalon
of applause such as I never heard before
Gr sinee, and 1 have sesn the gallerien In

both uses of congress stirred beyond
proper limita many times."

It Is & queer idea James Wileon
thia day of graft, with respect to th:.:'u::
an inventor who uses government time and
materials han toward that government, He
holds that whatever the man Invents should
be patented for the benefit of the whaole
people and be given to them for thelr umse
withiout price.

Two of the sclentisis under Wiison, re-
lates the Pittsburg Dispatch, have per-
fected a mechanlonl apparatus to be used
In ascertaining the amount of molsture in
‘Brains. Tt Is to be used In the grading of
corn, wheat and oats when the farmer
brings them to market. Any intelligent
layman will be able to use It Beoretary
Wilson ordered it patented and dedicated
to the people of the United Btates for
their free munufacture and use. The prople
of :nnl'n countries have to pay royalties
on It

With that apparatus the farmer will be
able to tell the grade of the grain he takes
to market and compel payment for that
quality Instead of being pald for No. 1
wheat and then finding that the alwu'mr
where he nold it disposed of it aa No. 1
which has been the practice in the mrth:'
west (o such an extent that congress took
:::nrge :t the grading of grain and put

& work Inte the hands i
e . of Beorglary Wil-

Wilson's molentlsta have patented & toxin
that destroys the germs of hog cholera
"and a process for the propagation nrd dis-
tribution of nitrogen-gathering bacteria
which enables farmers to fertilize felds
that have been robbed of nitrogen without
Inooulating them with pleces of sod brought
from lands known to have the little In-
sectn needed to restore the proper amount
of nitrogen by taking it from the air, The
two Inventlons would have made the In-
ventors milllonalres, bhuit Wilson compelled
the Inventors, who were working on gov-
ernment time and using government Inbora.
torlea, to dedicate thelr discoveries to the
free use of the people of this country,

That appears to be the quintessence of
& square deal for the people who are pay-
ing the bille. It Is notabls, however, be-
cause of the different practioe in the War
and Navy departments,

In the army and navy when a
who has been pald® for his time :n:ml:::
used governmont materials and labora.
tories to perfect an invention it I8 the cus-
tom for the officer to give the free use
of hia Invention to the government, if the
Eovernmenl as an organisation desires to
use his patent. If I does not—and they
usually mes to it that it does not—the In-
vantor is held to be at liberty (0 well his
Inventlon to a firm or corporation which
will use it and compel the government to
pay royalthes.

That I8 the exact oonditton with respoct
to the mmokeless powdar used by the navy,
| The patent I= owned by n naval oMcer.

The Navy department has the right to use
| the patent, but |t refusos to do so. 8o the
| ofMcer has transferred the patent to the
| Powder trust. which exacts 70 cents n
! pound for powder which reliable powder
| makers will contract to furnish for not te
]uc«rd 4 oents & pound. If permitted to

use the patent worked out om the time of
. the government and with the
belonging to the government.

Wilson holds that the law allowing free
patents If the Inventor will allow the gov.
ernment 10 use the Invention should be
construsd to mean the psople of the United
States instead merely of the orgunlsation
called the government.

materials

Getting Alone Palrly Well,
Cinctonati Engulrer,

Five Bpaninh ministries have oollapsed
within the last elght monthe B8till, Spain
seoma to be geiting along better than for
many generations before. Ministers are not
e almighty steady In the United States,
and we, too, are getling alomg-wall, at
least fairly wall

Is There 8 Warkable Remedy !
Philadelphin Record.

The statute of limitation seems to ran
squally tp favor of the Swmndard Ol trust
whether It be applied to past orffmes or to
propossd means of punishment. The Inter-
state Commerce commission has comvincsd
itself of the atrocious Inlgquity of the Btund-
ard, but seems unable 10 Ond any sultable

TIFY ON THE LEGISLATURE,

Kearnty Hub: The lemisiature has heen
soratching the surface of the printing trust
In Nebrnska. If It digs deap enough it
may find something worth while. Possibly
n good argument cuwid be found for estab.
Hahing a siate printing ofMee. N

Flattemouth Journal: During the season,
when the bottom has dropped out of the
ronds and ihe whole country is m veritabls
sen of mud, & prayer will go up to the
Nebraska legisinture  (If It has not ad-
journed before that time) to sidetrack all
legislation and give us A more practioal
rond law. Thoss who want better roada
ahould get in thelr work with their repre-
sentatives right now,

Lyons Mirror: The Nebrawka legialature
in a rotten farce. It will nod fulfill & sin-
gie plodge made during campaign. It will
not pass any antispass, lower freight and
passenger rates or any other laws for
fthe rellef of the people without bhaving
tacked ONR to the bottom of esach one the
words, “unlem, " “sxcopt,” “perhaps’’ and
many simflar words which maked o law
Invalld to the people's Interest.

Beatrice Bun: The county option ‘bill Is
going to be ufis of the disturbing eléments
In the legisiature this winter, &8s was pre-
dlcted Iast fall. BhU like all good things
it has been overworked and the really good
people who thought to regulate the cities
by the help of the country vote now find
that if the cou should go wet It will lay
down the bars al all plages and practically
kill loeal option, It is & hard matter to
mnake & square plug At into a round hole,

Aurora Sun: The republicans in the legls.
lature are now clalming as a defense that
thelr platform did oot provide for a 2-cent
passenger rate, That is true, But it is
also true that the republican osandidates
for the legialature, in order to save thelr
hides, made such & promise In order W
mopure sufficlent votes for their slection
Buch was the ¢ase In Hamillion county
with both our representatives and wstate
senator.

Grand Isiand Independent: ‘The Ne-
braska legislsture should net forget a
more stringent law governing the sale of
murphine, opium, cocalne and other dopes
While it might e well to epact & law
regulating i(he wsile of proprietary medi-
clnes, patterned clossly after the: mational
méasure, the Indiscriminate sale of the
drugs named, a8 now practiced in  this
state, does infinitely more harm than the
po-cnlled patent prepamations,

Wood River Sunbeam: If the legisia-
ture lays down updn the republican plat-
form and refuses to ehaot any of the leg-
islation therein specified, #uch as they
want (o do With the direct primary law,
what's the uee of & man standing up for
nig party hefeafter? The people of < Ne-
braska are entitled to at least one session
of the leglalature whereln laws are made
for thelr benefit, and If this sesslon Woen
not do something pretty soon, the members
should have no claims in the ranks of the
party.

Lyons Mirror: Wae would like to see the
tinie when a governor is elected who
would give the dirty hirelings who mis-
represent the people just ten days to get
down to earnest and sincere work for
the people. If they falled to do so have
them arrested for conspiracy against the
stite of Nobraska. In the meantime oall
out the state militla to ses that the good
work was properly carried on. Wouldn't
a lot of these logislative frauds and un-
serupulous procrastinators look nice In
thelr real place—behind prison bars!

Crete Vidette-Herald: The people slected
the membera of the legialature without
much assistance from the iroads. The
members  alected thelr ra and Ap-
pointed thelr several commiitees withput
the aid, consent or approval of the corpors-
tlons. They seem to be moving slowly but
sanely and surely along the lines lald down
in the republican platform. They have
fulfilied the pledge to the people of electing
a United Btates senator. ‘The next move
will be for the direct primary, terminal
taxation, the antl-pass Iaw, and the law
to give power to the rallroad commission-
ers, With these things done the members
can come home, without fear or trembling.
and look thelr constituents square In the
face. “Surely the world do_move'

Friend Telegraph: Among the great
trusts doing business in this wstate the
Biate Board of Agriculturs seama to be
about the closest corporation known. For
many vears and éver since Ita organisza-
von one-half of its mambership have been
engaged in perpetuating the other half in
office, that unless a member bacomes
obstrepercus nothing but deati l= allowed
to create @ vacancy. Matters In this di-
roction seem to be growing worse Year
by year, and the much-boasted Nebraska
Brate falr in fast becoming. & horse racing
show, while the premiums In the other
departments are being annually  Reored
down and those raised in Lhe speed de-
partment, There lg a crying need for a
law that will allow the people of each
county to slect its mambers of the Btate
Board of Agviculturs, and not until this s
accomplished will there be anything in
pommon A8 between the people and the
State Board of Agriculture of this state.

Sterling Bun: The Nebraska legisldtor
who falls to vote to redesm the pladges
made In the republican slats platform must
not complain if the republican newspapers
and republicuns generally condemn his ne-
tion and refuse to place further confidetice
in him. The republicans In state conven-
tion made certaln pledges to the people
and the psople at the election last fall fully
endorsed thelr action by electing the whole
republioan tioket In the state and peniding
s good working majority to the legisiature.
It they had not wanted and expectsd these
pledges to be carried out they would have
elsoted the other fellow, and If they are
not carried out the other fellow will prob-
ably be elected next time. And he ought
to be. The republicans of this state are
not golng to stand for any monkey bual-
ness on these questions. The thing for the
republican legislature (o do Is 0 tully
redoam overy party pledge, and then if the
laws are found to be unsatisfactory they
may be changed. It la not for the legin-
lsture to say that the people did not know
what they wented; they thought they did,
and you promjsed to give it to them If
slected. 'Republicans expect you to redestn
your promise by performance.

Nebraska OMy Tribune: The legislature,
In discussing the | praspective nasds and
cont of maintalning state institutions,
seamed 1o evince some astonishment st the
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POLITICAL FRER SERDS,

Repetition of ithe Faree Decresd by
Congressmen,
New York Tribune

The houss commiftes on axriculture has
heen defonted again M n praiseworthy of-
fork 1o ring down the turtain on the farce
of free seed distefbution. The absurdity
of the present practices of buying common
Farden wseedn from dealers and then dis.
patohing them broadesst on the reguisition
of congressmen peoking not a0 mueh to
atimulate horticulturs as to cultlvate po~
Htieal popularity has long been recognised
by the Department of Agriculture. BSecre-
tary J. Sterling Morton once trisd to abol-
feh the RIft ssed package outright, bui con-
gTess overruled him and made hHlm go on
malling souvenirs and samples to gladden
rural gardens and the denisens of rFural
poultry rards. Ssorstary Wilsen has tried
to cure the abuses of the present system
by restoring the original Intent of fhe frae
sted law, which merely direoted the des
partment to securd new variotien of seeds
and plants for dlsteibution to  persons
willing to experiment with them. This ia
a perfectly Tegitimate governmental funos
tion, aines It secks only to broaden knowle
edge and diversify  horticuliure. Put no
such purpose s served, or cap be perved,
by the government's purchasing seeda which
every moed deanler has for sale, and then
franking them gratls to persons who In
most cases have not aaked for them and
have no public or sclentific and In view In
experimenting with them, * »

The advocates of the free seed humbug
probably do not take thelr own srguments
very serfously. The trouble ls that they
conslder the prize package & valuable po-
litical asset. Thig belief I8 an inheritancs
from the perlod when a ocongressman's
ohief functions were supposed to be thosa
of & pince hunter, offlee broker and pa-
tronage. solleitor for his conatituents, The
epolls system ls practionlly dead, and jegis-
Iators have been released In large measurs
from its crippling and hateful responsi-
bilities, But this change has been foreed
upon them no more ar less against Uholr
will, and there are many who still feel
that more political credit is to be gained
by petty services like the dlapatch of a
prize seed package than by industrious
dovotion to purely legislative dutiea. It I8
this false conception. which explaina the
unreadiness of the average ocongreasman
to surrender what ha regards as a politioni
porquisite and his anxisty to malotaln a
bounty system In seeds for which. theres is
no rational justifioation.

FERSONAL NOTES,

Tha wife of Wu Ting-Fang, former min-
ister from China to the United Btates, has
just pald the cost of bullding a large and
fine hospital In Hong Kong. ’

The story goes In New Yark that the
opposition of the opera houss directors to
a continuance of “Salome’” was due to the
influence of ons of J. P\ Morgan's daugh-
ters, _

The' tallost moldler (n the world (s sald
to be "Long Ivan.” a member of the First
regiment of guards in the Rusaian army.
Ivan lacks only half an inch of belng alght
feot in helght. He is 01 years old and finely
proportioned. .

Students and admirern of George Mure-
Aith will be plenssd to learn that, although
the author i# & very old man, he has good
health and his heart ig as young and his
interest i life us keen &s ever. Mr. Meore
dith was born In 1828 and he began pube
lishing with & book of poems in 1881

Missourl and Kansas investigators, having
pulled the scales from the eyes of the fond
walghers In the Kansas City stock ynrds,
the manogement proposes to put scales on
the wagons and give buyers a sguaro deal,
When the legislative stlck collides with m
Kuuckles of Graft resuits follow the squedl

Ludwig Fulda, one of the greatest Ger-
man dramatisis; who visited America some
time ako, has been sending advance coples
of his “Impressions’” to friends in this
country, and these impressions are sald to
be written In a more laudatory veln prob-
ably than any other forelgnar who has ever
toursd the new world.

To show that he has no il will against
the “only man whe over knocked me down,"
President Roonevell has had €, B Hanks,
n vollege mate, commissioned as o #a-
tistical sleuth, Hunks bad a much longer
rench thén Roosevell when both put on
the gloves In  Harvard's gymnasinm,
Strange to say, the senate does not appiand

Hanks' talent.
Henry Bgulres, who hus just died In
Burlington, Ta,, Was &t one time recog-

niged as the greatest tenor singer In Amer-
foa. He began his musicn! career In Bur-
lHngton, Vi, in 1825, and sang in numerous
grand opern troupes and traveled all over
the world. He sang In coneert with Jenny
Lind and in opera with Carlotin Pattl, a
gister of the diva. He had been living In
retirement for some years.

LINES TO A LAUGH.

“No, Senator Bunksiey Is nol & real
statesman.”

W do you say that?'

"?u'h In -p)«oeh yestorday he referrsd to
something he had ‘read In the newspapers.
Real statesmen slwWays nk of ‘the publio
prints.’ "'—Chicago Reco -Heraid.

“f didn’'t know Rev. Mr. Ranter took any
inlom‘t. in _'I::Hrolmn polities.”
"t?l;hy.ﬂr_‘hmrﬂ him declare his bitter
oppasiiion to the Triple Allance.™

“hwall. by Triple Alllance he means the
World, the Flesh and the Devil —Phlla-
delphia Press,

I always ul‘ldtrl;mt that Captain Shirk

" hing record.” ¢ N
hﬁsom?\': hu:' He slways fights flercsl

t to have him assigma
?:'JET} I.:luth:“a:“i”-uulllnwre Am-rg-'nu.
The talesman plalr did not Wwant to

ve, !
..:':Wh-t‘u your excuse?” sternly asked the ‘

court.
“1 am

reputed to be of at leant avora
| intalligence,” replied the talesmgn,  reach-
ing for his hat, for, of course, the
to let him go.—FPhiladeiphia Reocord.

“Dootor, my wife says she ls getiing

deaf ¥
o f I's because sho in getting old,
"{l::“yl:ar Heve " It-dugnom.m
that to bo safe?’ uston Post.

Fuoliette trmmlr‘_;lurﬂdl—nh man s

vEenedict” when he I8 ma
r\l“li:‘: s a gin called er the sama cir-
cumatances’

(nlso recently rriod)—Wall, #t
do?.::-‘:- sltogether on hat she married.—

Rrooklyn Life. i

osely Wraggs—8posin’ yoit_had all the
m-‘:wr'r-uu wanted. Wot l‘wn! 7
Wareham Long—1'd want more, o' course.
—Chicago Tribuna

cost “per capita” of maintalning the Tnstl- | oo 0 o o positively dishoneatl” maid

tute for the Blind in this clity.
trouble with the legivlature s that it sp-
proaches the question from the wrong
standpoint. The “per eaplia” estimate lo
misleading and tends to wrong conclusions.
The fixed clarges—light. heat, water, eir.,
the manhgement and teaching force, would
be abodt the same if the attendagce wers
doubled, and taking that view of the case
the expression apparently emanating from
the leglalaiure & one of regret that there
are not mmore blind children in the state
to attend the sohoel and thus reduce (he
capita coat—a conclusion that the
legislature in'mo Wwise Intended. Further,
he per eapita cost of recenl yehrs com-
pares most favorably with that of years
pust aod also with the results ob-
in Mke matitutions In other stales
are sdmittedly well managed. The
is that & school for the bilnd is in a
by Mtself and that a per capiia sati-
. vompared with other state instity-
of 'n widely difféerent character, s
for purposts of Information and
1y mislesdiog.
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workabie remedy, ;

The only | the

rotesting citipen.
“No," answe Benator Borghum. ‘:3!
fsn't as eulpable as you think. He mersy
lacks the high Intslligonos which enables
& man Lo sxercise Ane sthical discrimings
tion." =Washington

A PLEA FOR MERE MAN,

New York Bun.
The latest charitable soheme
Procinimed with loncm-'ar pen:

A refuge for sten
From wicked business men.

"Pis well to feed thelr tender souls
With lune and cake
Bul on the . B, 1
Will no one pity take?
P nonstica ﬁfn“"‘““"‘ i o
y i
1 business nole
A lioctaw welrd and feil.
sulld
Where man may fles for rest
e

Whare docto his fevered Grow

And calm hbmuw

Thers let & tempting meal be wet

"In;t’: wrn.g:.ﬂ*r’ hta from 4r £,
save € M.

Fruimn black destruction's brisk

Ah, then erect your rosaue




