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NE morning Darnes was handaed
A long ofMcial looking envelope
contalning the imprint of the
Stoate departmenty Tt was not un-
ukunl for him o recelve corre-
rpondetice from the sant of government
but this wus the firsi tire he had Iwnt:.

honored with a communiention direet from

the caliinst oMeer Who cantrols the foreign
relatlons of the nation. He tore the Iptter
open auickly and read b from beginning
o end with avidity. 1t was long and im-
portant and held soveral enclosures, The
revelations were unususl enough 10 make

“ven such a mseasoned veteran blink with
Axtonishment e read the létter very
earefully a second thhe and as he cons
cluded glanced nt the big calendar on the
wall beslde his desk

"Clancy. we've got ta be In Fall River
before 7 o'tlook tomorrow night.”

The young man, naetustomed to sudden
enlin saluted and =ald:

“ANl right. ‘wir: 'l go home, pack my
ETIp and meotf sof In an hour.™

Relng expeditious, they made (hole fon-
nections and were In ¥all River aw hour
bafore the nppoltted timi As they lounged
on the wharf watching the boat

gst up
®eam preparatory to (t8 all-night trip to
New York, the ¢hlet turned to hix st ant
with hly most oMeclal msnner

“We are hers to ldentify and shadow na
man and a woman, The man Is short and
thick set. with a smooth face and a
swiarthy complexlon He carries a iittle
ebony music box, which has a lid decornted
with a royal crown The woman s tall,
thin and angular, with sharp features and
has n big Maltese ent, which Is her In-
roparable companion.'”

“That's a bully desoription!” exelnimed
Clancy, enthusitsm getting the beiter of
respectful demeoanor. “A rellow would have
to be noear-sighted to miss a couple llke
thay

While they were talking a stranger came
along the pler, warbling a French song,
The watchers ware ail attentlon, The new-
comer tallled with the desoription given
by the chief inapector. Around him hung
the henvy aroma of musk In hs right
hand he carrled an ebony muwle box, with
A milt crown on ite 14, He walked on to
the bont aund, poking hisx head Into the
window af the purser's room, handed in a
check and'in return recelved the key of &
reserved stateroom He marched away,
singing bhlithely,

Barnes rushed up 1o the little cubby hole,

“Whe was that man?”’ he demanded.

“Count Velasques,' replied the purser,

fore he had tme to conslder the pro-

aly of the guestion.

The chief returned to his assistant, sat-
Isfiod.

“It's our man all right,”" he sald. “"He's
traveling under the name of a Spanish
nobleman. We mustn't lose sight of him."

“Why?" asked Clancy, with full knowl-
edge of the fuct that he had no right to
aak questions,

"“¥ou'll know bofore we réach New York.
In the meantime, don't be,surprised at my
actions. And for the love of heaven,
walch this count to see the effect of what
1 do or say to him."

"1 suppose,™ venlured Clancy, with what
wan Intended for withering sarcusm, “‘that
It wouldn't be a bad ldea to get acqguainted
with him.**

“You must get acqualnted with him!"
ciime like a shot,

The two men prooured a stateroom,
merely as a imntler of form, becnuse nelther
had any intentlon of wleeping that night.
Presently the ecount's wife, wilh hsr Mal-
tere out, came nboard and was unhered Into
her rdom The ocount himself strolled
about the hoat, leaving elouds of clgarretts
smoke In hin wake, BEverywhera he went
he car=ied the little ebony music box with
him. Clancy, who was naturally of
sociable disposition, soon managed to get
Into conversation with the titled forelgner.
In ten minutes they were chatting away
like lifelong friends The count noticed
that Clancy was looking at the box he car-
ried, and he remarked in & nonchalant man-
ner, with a shrug of the shoulder:

“Abh. my music box. I adore musie, and
o I carry this ttle Instrument with me
everywhere.”

Clancy, with glittering eyes, replied:

"I'm with you there, count; 1 love musie
too, Give us o tune."”

The count was disconcerted; but he re-
coversd quickly:

T have not the key,"” he saldd, shrugging
his shoulder. Then as an after thought,
“the Instrument Is out of order, und 1 must
not toueh It untll It s fully repaired.””

Presently Clancy contrived to introduce
Barnes. The Count, who was loquacious,
was delighted to meet such an amiable pers
son He sald he wam traveling for his
health, and Barnes, mbeh to his amus
mont, sald he woas traveling for the health
of the community,

At this stage of the game Clancy no-
ticed that the Chief ocarried & package
undar his rvight nrm He was about to
aek him what that meant when Farnes
whispered huskily:

“*The minute the Count lays Jdown his
muslc box, grab It and put It In our
room.”

The opportunity cale almost Immedl-
niely, They were nt the clgar stand. The
Count luy down his box In order to pay
fn ik box of cigarettes. Barmnes wsimul-
taneounly attracted his attentlon 10 sSome-
thing on the other wside of the boat
Claney wstooped, pleked up the box and
flurtedd aoff In the direction of hin cabin
Al the same Instapnt Darnes whisked off
the puekage under his arm and deposited
& duplicate hox om the floor in place of the
ntolen one. Tt was (dentlonl with the first
one In every delall. and when the Count
had pookited his ehangs und Hghted. his
clgarctie hie pleked up the mibstituted box
and, with » =lgh of satisfaction. placidly
walked nway

The rount was a companionuble man
Aftar the hont hnd left Pall River and
sarted on lix nlght run to New York he
thvites! Barnes and Claney o nain him In
A “nilshicap™ In the Ditle sitting room/ at-

tnched 10 Bie cabh Thew readily assented
T wae thie faest oo™ on the hoat with
enshinaed soals on bally sldes The Count.-
ran w4 there with her cat After the nre-
seniatlone hat hesn made il tha “night

vans'"" fleviend of she o bindined
My dear Bdous*® yvan are the most
thouehful of m .

“AR' yvou Aare telsing m=" priet the
Carnl. shaviag hin feminine Angers al tha
weesan “Yeau InMer. you ladien vou ar

all alltke, Plonting ke Yght clonds "twix
OGur gesr and heaven 1| auote from me-
ory, bat my poet exnresses *he  thomeh )
mmew here."”

Mavine Aclivered hlvesd of these ame
Honul septiments the count sank Into the
sear anponlit=s Ky wife and mased at her
wirh dreamy ryven. Curled up on the plusk
cunhloma,. he instinetively susgested the
wilient of the four-faccald familly, the for
e sat there with his legs crossedt and hie

arms folded. hlinking and ehuckling in the
mont disconcerting way All of his fea-
turea lont thameelves In n wiartling man-
ner 1o this resemblancs to the most cun-
ning and sagacious of animala It conld
be seen In the erect, pointsd sars: In the
lomg noss, which seemed to be perpetually
on the scent of something; Iin the sharp
ey, At once obeervant and suspleious, in
the ahrewd ocountepance, which indicated
not anly Intellectunl capacity, but Ingenuity
and a fondnass for siratagy. A reader nf
eharacter would Bave sald that this was &
man nuturally of a timoreus dlsposition,
vt who, If driven Into a carner, could ex-
hibit a boliness hordering on courage. The
woft, white hund with the plakish Nngér
nalls suggested efleminncy, as 4id the gen-
eral makeup of this gentle, soft spoken
perfumed and bejeweled person,

The talk was of travels, and Clancy
listenod with  open-enred  astonishmont
while Barnes represented hlmne!f 10 the
nthera o the great Amerlean traveler. He
eald there was no part of the clvilized
globa he had not visited, and spoke glibly
of Londor, Paris, Madrid and BiL. Peters-
irg. Clancy was lost in admimtion at the
tleverness with which the chilef plaved s
part. Presently tho countess begped leave
to retire for a while. Her seat was taken
by Jerome Harvey, a fellow panasenger who
had become acgualnted with the ecount a
short time before and who sermed fas-
cinated hy the olly tongue of the nobleman
Count Velasquez voleed the genernl desira
ta hoar more of Barnes’ travels,

“Tall us ahout Madrid." he =aid ‘Burely
something out of the ordinary must have
oceurred to you while there”

“There was nothing personal to me,” re-
plied Barnes, looking at the other out of
half closed eyesn. “Tncldentally, though, I
haard many dueer storfes™

“Tell us one of them.” sald Harvey

“Perhape,’”” cvontinued Barnes, as If the
other had not =poken, “the most nterest-
ing of these was the adventure of the dls-
tingulshed forelgner and the conslgnimont
of Tinllan books.™

“Thiut sounds Interesting,' cried Clancy.
“Qiyve us that.”

"Well," began Barnes, puffiing away at a
perfecto, “one day the soclety of Madrid
was Incrensed by the arrival of a stranger,
a forelgner of distinguished nappearance.
He was cultiured, agreeable wnd made
many friends. He spoke [talisan fluently,
althongh that wis not his native tongue,
Not many weeks had passed before he uns
dertook to form a little class for instruc-
tion

“That sounds all  right,” commenied
Harvey, ne Barnes paused to puff at his
cigar

“It was all right.,” smfled Buarnes, “‘for
a while, and then., as somstimes happens
in Bpaln, it turned out to be wull wrong.
There wie an agltetion going on In the
provinces outside of Madrld, The peas-
antry, goaded to desperation by proveriy.
were holding secret meetings with 4 view
of rising against the authoritles, The mill-
tary and the police were constantly on the
alert, so that the movement dld not make
much progress., About that time an Eng-
lish vessel arrived at one of the outlying
ports. It had been passed by the proper
officials and seemed perfectly regulfir
Btill, precaution I8 always considered im-
portant in Spain, and two inspectors wers
sent to make a scrutiny of the newily ar-
riveds vessel,

“They found nothing out of the ordl-
nary. The master of the vemsel having
declared clean papers, the:officials retired
nnd mode a report of their Investigntion
Rut on the following day, after part of
the cargo had bean transferred to a lighter,
it was discovered Lhat several cases
marked Ttallan books' had been smuggled
into the hold of the veassl. The cases wWeTe
unusually heavy. They were invoiced to
the distinguished forelgner whom [ have
already mentioned, but whome name 1 can-
not reenll, They were landed on  the
wharf and the ingpectors, whose suspl-
clons had been arcused, made Immedinte
report to their superiors. Thelr first act
was to hunt up the history of the forelgner,
It was found, among other things, that
he had organiged a class In the capltal for
the study of Itallan, So that made a ship-
ment of Italian books in his name guite
reagonable”

The count, who had been listening in-
tently, molstened h'- lips with his tongue

“But,” continued Barnes, “once susplcion
has been aroused, reasonableneas does not
count with the Spaniah poliee. They sald
In thelr minds, “Why does this man smug-
gle In his shipment? Why does he need
soveral cames of bocka®? Why do those
books appear so welghty? Contrary to
custom, the boxes were not seized on the
wharf. The officers resolved to use o little
strategy. They wounld permit the consign-
ment to go to the house of the distinguished
foreigner and then be présent when the
boxes ware opensd. As soon as the hoxes
had been dellvered, two members of the
police foree, in pluin clothes, pushed thelr
way into the house and Informed the of-
fable resident that they desired to purchase
some ltallan books He glaneed at the In-
truders and then at the boxes 'n the hall-
wiuy, and a knowlrg look came into his
face*

The count pulled out- his handkerchlef
and mopped tie persplraticn from  his
brow.

“It vas sbout dusk.” sald Barnes, ocon-
tsoing his story, “the distingulshed for
elgner was I evening dress. Before an
swering, he took his hat off the rack, and
throwing his outer cont over his arm, said
wilhi camy Lasurance

"Gentlemen, | have an engagerment for

A dinner party T am already Inte; but
my man will open there boxes and you ean
Inok over the bogks and talk to me aboutl
them in the morning—unless you care (o
awalt my return tonight which will bhe In
about two hours’

“Could anvthing be more polite or oblig
Ig? The pollee thought not, The man,
however, was' not s0 pleasant as his
muater. He growled terribiy st being
called upon to open lhese heavily bound
bozxes at such an unsensconable bhour, It
tuok him about twenty minutés to find 1he
implements with which to apen the sases
When the hoards were taken off the first
box nearly an hour had elnpsed A mass
wf straw wasr on the lop; then came o
caoating of heavy cardboard, end bepeath
thie, in warlike array. was layer after loyer
of magasines for repaating rMftex. The sec-
ond hox was fAlled 1o the brim with am-
miunition

"Horriled st the discovery, the oMocers
jmmediately placed the mun under arrest
sd awalted the return of the muster
They may be walting thare »et for al] 1
know. Anyhow. he never retumad He
musi have procesded o the milway station
o aving the house and taken the fOrst
train out of Madrid, Telagrams wers
sinf 1o bhe fropiier and to sl of the sta-
tione, but the aminbile teacher of [tallan
war ot appreahended

‘What was e like™ asked the ocount,
with sudden Interost

Well, the curious part of the stery (s
the fact that | never set eyes on him, 1
heard of his srrival, conversed with thoss
who had arvanged o taken lessons from

“'FOR 6OD'S SAKE DON'T; ILL BE KILLED["SHRIEKED THE WRETCH —

. ANOTHER BUZZING SOUND CAME FROM
THE BOX- AND THEN.IT. BROKE OUT WITH THE FAMILIAR STRATNS JF-&VERVRQTY WORKS BUT FRTHER'

him, and was
leasod for his stay In
came face to face

carrled a blg, overfed Maltese HBarnea and Clancy made ment, held the awful elroulnr between the

clinehed fingers of his right
with the man The count blinked
cital affected hin evesight.
the beginning,"

dellvered lectures to her

the missing clroular
orridor towird

distinguished forelgner, Onee agaln Har-

with the rupldit

cvular we thought
nohléman betrayed

thom e & remedy for political inequmlities,
interrupted Barnes,

of & fillbustering
aorf AN anarchist,

her very vouth devoted herself (o the causs

tunity had prevented her from
doetrines into practieal ¢Mect
the government have & descrip-
first gradunliy
“Oh, yen," replied Barnes
a elrcular offering a rewnrd for
1 have one here now,"”
he pulled aut
printed In Spanish

magn!flcently
overdone hie part, ignorved all of this, nnd, stooping dcwn wiil

connecied with the strange shipment of the

long red sheet of papes his shoe and

They included believers in soclalism, poels,

the government,
never appeared to utilize
finally, some rleh and hithiential Spaniords
who thought the kKingdom was misgoverned
and who had the courage (o proclilm
bultef by thelr

Lthess boxes?

Barnes lald the
pedt by his side bLefore answering
was another

asked Harvey eonld he so calm

the cushioned another jonk at

cireuliar, printed In s langunge he scarcely
drummed mervously
the =ill of the cabin

from the count by o burMog at his

thig odd Minge-
master of the vessel carly the next
Ing the eraft had disappeared—alsappear il

had dropped t2 the

with his fAnger

vecaslon were the 1tallun book man and the
as oompletoly

there was n quaver in his volee which, ren-

Is remarkible
this RELLEN eontinued far

were startied by

hape. the boldness of the thing that made

aome lrrealstible power
it even a possibility. 1

Of course Lhe

ue if faseinnied
terrible sunke

about i but the Macts leaksd aut

figured I the 1tallan book ¢pisode,

and It wan the talk of the Clancy—=for It

woirlkied her hearers up to o srntive—in an

nothing remalned

“What became of the servant plle of charred

“He = still In prison, and will probably
remaln there for a long whilé, although no
poljos—bellsve

melodramatic eomething better Lo do.*

Bneering cominent
crowded parts of the city amid the shouls
the multitude.
weil, thin, wiry, with coal black

war merely the dupe of a de
slgning man "

hin dAegeription.”
rupted Harvey

private discusston, ' imperturhahla
All that night she hamngued the mob, but,
as {t proved, she had gone a step too far
were puszled al the queer digsppesarenee

night & warrant

el rregession of

ceoded (o Ler

marked Barnes
“but there in a
eoliateral to I, and It mighi he called the

with e rves glosd «

her cscape woas
the distingulshed looking
were evidently
the mecompli=hment
The govermnmment
the fugitives

procious hit of paper townrd

Alstinenished

Seath b mind your own business?" . : — e
allan an veparing for his conmienmer

of bonks = \'?rv“?nh-nn-! :l'u‘:“ 63 : Bome qu‘t‘ra’wd Proverh3
A Very dangerous waman
MeaMactad sectlon
stituted n propaganda
I want vou ta know thug

this Spanish government

lapscs fromy this se
and becomes

the guvernment
socinliste and

was in the pame cin

shouled Muncy
with the strong arm of the law :

s roming here
head kpowingly

This seemed to be one of the pecasions,
continued Rarnes. wWutching Velusqueg nar-
The woman went
of Loulss de

questioningly
w0 pelf-contained
overwhelmed with
recovered himselfl

T=I—read about Il ln the Frénch papers

WES s white ar sOW—evan

affecied an ecomiricity n dress which at-

The sweat stood out in litle beads on his

always displayed

lips were dumhb
markable teuil,

glued o0 Lis

nuckled Clancy. “and lost the circular B
hareatn

i Imughed softly and with real ens
Joyment

P'he usstsatt turned on him like a fash,

You dont mean he bhegan.

Barnes nodded his hewd  and  lausghed
agaln

Claney was cxplasive

“That-—-that, he stuttersad; “ithe circular
wan a foke?

Just w0, g_r.mu-:] the chier

Where vitd you get It in  subdued,
earnest tones
Oh, | pleked It up before we started for
Fall River, 1t was u Spanish prociamation
of some sort, But the color of the paper
was just right, and It fitted In here A8 nice
and ohxy as an old shoe
Claney dldn't go to bed) he rested on &
cushioned bench in the main saloon, in a
corner that gave him & full view of the
door of the count's cabin, Barnes, In his
siate room, with wide open eyes, clung
closer thitm @ brother to the little black
musle box, with (ts gilt ¢rown on the lid.

1t wae 7 oclock In the morning when
the Fall River bont dookKed in New York.
The count and hie witfe were early riners
and wore the first 1o go down the Rang-
plank, he clutehing the biack box. she sm-
bracing ber Maltese ont

OWe've got Lo net guiekiy anid declalvely,
whispered Barnes to Cluncy, as they fol-
lowed at the very heels of the caple,

At the foot of the wharlf the count
stooped down to adjus his shoe lace, and
a packet of letters dropped from his pocket
to the ground. Barnes picked them up Ine-
stintly, and, glancing hastily at the super-
ulrl],.ntlurm, iured to the swarthy faced
id
”"Mr Jean Leskus, 1Ml trouble you to
ome with me

The man pated at the mention of the
aume of the notorlous Buropean anarchist.

el In n Joke, he sald, feebly.

cite dendly earnest’’ retorted Barnes.

Crhat's not my  name” protested the
erstwhile count

“rhen  you shouldn't have letters md-
dressed In that name,” sald the chief.
handlng him the paperns

The look on the man's face was that of
a fox In m corper

Clancy was on the other sde of Leskus
as they marohed toward the noarest po-
llee miation, The countess, with the Mal-
tese cat 1n her arms, followed, weeping.

As they ncared the doorway of the houss
of derention the prisoner suddenly jerked
nway Trom his captors, and, renching Into
hin pocket, pulled out an ugly looking
knife.  Instuntly Claney put out his right
fool, and the murderous one tripped and
fell houvily on the sidewalk, It took but
s second te digarm him, and then for se-
curlty his wrists were slipped hetween a
pair of whining handeufls,

A few words of explavation ta the ser-
geant in charge of the police station and
the party wuas escorted Into & small room
ut the end of a corridor

“I'1 make the finnl test here” whispered
Barnes to Clancy, as they passed Into tha
aparitment. The prisoner was placed on &
wooden bench and his foet fastened to-
gether, The ebony music hox wis lald care-
fully an the floor o few yards AwWAY The
room was cleared of all but the anarchisy,
and the lron barred door cloned with n
h‘t‘n\f’.!-m'- the meaning of thia?" he
shrieked

Nothing: only thut you can go {0 nleep
with vour adored Infernal machine’™ re-
plied the chiel,

What are you going to do?' walled the
haund,

“I'mi going to give you some of your own
medieine.” suid Barnes, grimly

“Let me out! TLet me out! Wen't you
tet me out? begged the malefactor

“T'n going Lo make the punishment fit
ihe crime,” was the canlm retort

For God's make don't; 'l be killed!™
shrieked the wreteh

His face worked econvulsively: the onld
sweat beaded his forehead, A  whirring
sound came from the lttle black hox. The
rraven one etied aloud in his agony, and
drew himself up Into a trembling ball of
humnnity prepared for the frightful ex-
plasion Another buzzing round eoame
frem ihe box, and then it broke out with
the familine straine of

Everyhody works but father,

He slie round nll day—
And #o on to the fnsane end. While tha

wrelell wix wtill trembling from the re-
avtlon, Barnes hrought In the real box
1t had been taken from him on the hoat
und carefully opened it for the benefit of
the palice. It was an infarnal machine of
e maost approved type. The Inside wan
puckad with nitro-glyoerine and finely pul«
veriged Lumnt clay. A delicate clockwork
arrangement wis o adjusted as o sel the
thing off at a given signal.

“Fle's the fellow.” snld the chief. point-
Ing to the eulprit with his foot, “*who threw
the Bomb In the roval procession in Mad-
rid. " |

“1 thoughkt this wns a free country,”
snivelled the prizoner

“Not for such as you," retorted Barmee
hotly ‘We haven't got much time for
monarchy in the Pnited Staten, but we
have a grent deal of consideration for hu-
manity—wherever It may happen te be.
The secretury of state hox given & lot of
attentlon 1o your case. He has already
furnished . the extradition papers. and you
andl your wife sall fmmediately for Bpaln;
where votrr will be turned over to the min-
Ister of forelgn nffalrs.™

Whut made you play that awful trick
on the poor @evil?’ asked: Clancy as they
siarted home

“That's an mvention of my own for ths
punishiment of bombk  throwern,” smiled
Barne=, "1 1t war adopted by all nations
wa'd soon stamp out anarohists'*

Harnea I8 4 modest man, but occastonally
hie shows his intimate friende the inslgnia
of the Ormer of the Royal Flesce, which,
ug the inveription states, was bestowed upon
him  far “distinguished services to the
erown of Spain.*”




