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ENJAMIN ELI BARNETT KENNEDY A PION

EER OF QUALITY

Called from New England by the Eloquence of the “‘Little Giant,’’' a Young Lawyer Took Up His Abode in Nebraska and Helped to Lay the Foundations for a Great Commonwealth

SPEECH made by Senator Stephen A. Douglas in the
United States senate in 1857 caused the transplanting of
a lawyer from the qulet of a little backwoods Vermont
town to the excitement of the {rontlier, where men were
molding an empire In the desert. This young man WwWae
Fenjamin Ell Bartiett Kennedy, who has been a cltlzen of Omaba
for the last fifty years, and who has taken a leading part in the
upbuilding of the city and state. He was elected recently president
of the Association of Pionecrs of Douglas County
Young Kennedy, who sat In his quiet lJaw office in the town
of Richmond, Vt, and absorbed with growing interest the glowing
phrases and marvelous word pictures of the great senator from I11i-
nols, was a pelf-made man. His birth plave was a rocky
among the mountalns In Chittenden countly, Vermont. It conslsted
of only 125 acres and half of that was rocky timber land, while
the other consisted of a weak, wornout soll four inches thick. On
this furm the parents brought up twelve children, of whom Benjamin
was the fifth. He was born April 20, 1827, and from that tme until
his twenty-first birthday he worked hard and did his part to wrest
A scant living from that reluctant, weakling soll. It was a battle
against nature and in such s battle continued for many years |8
little Joy or triumph. The young man early turned his eyes to
bigher things. An elder brother had branched out as a merchant
in the nélghboring town of Richmond, and when Benjamin was 2
he took a position as clerk In his brother's store, This was ounly a
stepplng stone, however. Back of the counter a llttle place was
reserved where a worn copy of Blackstone and n few other books
were kept by the young man, and whenever trade was dull he
would read into the wonders of the law. He arose before daylight,
too, and read law, and he read It until late Into the night. Later he
took a position as assistant station agent in the town of Richmond,
This he held for a year, keeping up his diligent study at the same
time. Having built this foundation he entered the office of Maynard
& Hdmunds, where he read law under the able direction of the
junior partner of the firm, who, later, represented Vermont In the
United Btates senute for twenty-five yoars, In 1853 he was admitted
to the bar and lnmedlately bung out his shingle in the town of
Richmond.
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Nebraska Lures Him from Vermont

The progress of a lawyer endeavoring to bulld up a practice
in a siald old New England town s not as rapld as an ambitious and
encrgetic young man mlght wish, Cllents were not qulck to bring
thelr opnsee to him and for five years he etruggled, During the
lattor part of that time, however, he was becoming restless. He
had made one trip as far west as Illinols and bad read the book
telling of the explorations of the Lewls and Clurk expedition through
the west. It was the great speech of Douglas which that day tipped
the balance, and when the young man had finished rcading Its
glowing phrases he brought his fist down on the copy of the Con-
gresslonal Record and exclaimed:

“I nm golng to Nebragka.”

At this point a fact creeps into the history which tends to de-
tract gomewhat from the fame of Douglas and to beilttle to a certain
extont the convineing powers of the grent statesman. However, much
as one may admire the career of Douglns and much as one might
desire to glve his sllver tongue the whole eradit for directing young
men's steps to Nebraska, the truth must be told. The young lawyer
had found much pleasure during his residence in Richmond In the
poclety of a young woman, Miss Frances Nims, daughter of a
physiclan. Dr. Nims had moved with his family to Michigan just a

- few months before young Kennedy read Douglas’ speech and made

his decision. “Cherchez la femme,” say the French, And, as In
most great affairs, so in the decislive actlon of Mr. Kennedy's lifs,
there was apparently a woman in the case, HoweVer this may be,
the young man packeéd his belongings and started immediately for
Michigan. He and Miss Nims were marrled, and then, after a few
days, he pushed on into the west. He went by rallroad to lowa Clty
and from there a trip of three days and two nights in the ratiling,
bumping stage to Omaha, at which village he arrived September
14, 1868, .

A straggling town of one-story frame bulldings set at random
on the broken plateau, ne sldewalks, mo sireet grades—this was
Omaha when Mr, Kennedy first saw It. The panic of 1867 had just
swept over the conntry and had left the frontler settlement almost
depopulated and without money except the city serip, which had only
the signature of Mayor Jesss Lowe as a guaranlee of its worth.
This currency fluctuated greatly In value and, In the end, came to
be worth almost nething. The outlook In Omaha was pot lavilug,
But the young man had falth and he decided to stay.

Bride Defies Hardship to Reach Husband

He lmmediately sent money to his bride in Michigan, leaving
the cholce to her whether to come at once or to walt until spring,
when he would go back for her. Bhe showed the true ploneer spirit
in her derlnmn to come immediately and alone. The young girl,
brought up in the quiet of a New England village untll her woman-
hood, started out alone through the wilderness overrun with Indians
and bushwhackers for the new home chosen by her husband.  Golog
by traln to Bt. Leuls, she was Informed upon her arrival there that
the last boat for Omaha had just left. The season s ahout closed
and there would be no othér boat untll spring It developed,
however, that & boat was loading fer St Joseph. This traveled
faster than the Omaha boat, and possibly it might overtake the
latter. When the captaln knew that & young wife was depending
uyjon bim to resch her husband, the word was passed sbout and
such & scene of activity was scldom seen aloug the river ‘as imine-
diately developed there. Everybody from the officers to the lowest
negro cargo shitter worked as he had never worked before. The
mument all was aboard the wheels began to turn and the boat
began ita journey upstream. Then it was the emgineers’ turn to
do thelr duty. They, too, knew that unless they caught the Omaha
beal before It reached St. Joseph the brave young woman would be
separated from fier husband by 150 desert miles. It was a race
which sll enjoyed, and when in the distance they sighted the
steadily chugging boat which they were seeking, & shout went up
and there were tears of joy and thanks In the eyes of the young
woman. The faster boat drew up alonkelde of the slower Omaba
boat, the gangplank was thrown oul and the young woman steppad
across. A cheer went up from both crews, and then the faster vessel
drew gway while the young woman waved her handkerchief. Which
inc'dent proves that the ploneers of the west possessed chivalrous
heaits. that the women were brave and that many kind acts were
done us a mattér of course and never foand thelr way into the books.

Strenuous Practice for Young Lawyer

The young couple began housckeeping upen the arrival of the
wife In a little brick house on Twelfth sireet, between Farnam and
Nouglas streets, Belog a lawyer, Mr. Kennedy at once ook a leading
place among the men who were bringing order out of chaos and
estahllblog a new city and state government. He first formed » law
partiership with George 1. Glibert. Later he affilinted hirg it with
0. D. Richardson under the firm name of Richardson & nennedy.
A large part ef the practice of those days was the quieting of wlalms
in preperty. The “Claim elub™ was very active and u man might
think kimsel in pesceable poeaession of hils land one day and the
pext find himsel eunllively the work of seitling these
dlgputes the young New Englander was plunged and the
Mtigntlon was sometimes of a strenuous character.

At this point it |8 Interesting to observe how Nature and Fate
consn'‘re sometimes, It secms, to amuse themselves with the chil-
drer: of the earth. Here wes & young man descended from the
Puritan fathers, nurtured la the midst of peace-loving, hamanitarian
New Euglupd, bemmed in by the very mountains of bis native state

opsted In
Ll onca,

from all the strife and turmoil and conflict of the warring, strug-
gling, fighting, lawless world. T™e young man had grown to man-
hood in this atmosuhe'rﬂ with pothing more exeiting than an occa-
glonal county fair, Dame Nature and Fate, feeling In jovial mood,
plcked him up suddenly and set him down In a frontler town sur-
rounded by Indlans and Infested with a lawless element of white
men; & town where summary vengeance was often dealt out by the
vigllance committee and where &8 man might come upon the dangling
But Nature and the Fates

body of & horsethief at almost any time,

BENJAMIN ELI BARNETT KENNEDY.

mander.

Omaha.

gatlon had as its object the protection of the settlement agalnst a
possible rald by Quantirell and hig band of guerilias, who were ter-
rorizing the people of Missourl.
thirsty mob of outlaws and more to be feared than the Indlans.
“home guards"” and was captain of a company,
met dally at the old court house at Sixteenth and Farnam and were
put through their somewhat fantastic drill by
Fortunately for Quantrell, though to the deap disappoint-
ment of the “home guards,” the bushwhackers never ventured near

The n blood-
The

The famous organl-

bushwhackoers were

their zealous coms-

got no opportunity to laugh at the joke they had planned, for the
young man adjusted bimsel! st once to the new environment and,
though he had always preserved his attitude of opposition to force
and violence, he has borne a part in many stirring eplsodes,

He took s prominent part in the organization of the famous
“home guard” and was captain of a company. The famous organi-

The famous "vigilance committee’ dispensed law with a qulck
and decisive hand o those days in Omaha, and It was Mr. Kennedy's
lot to be thrown into the midst of some of the operations of tha
eommittee, though he usually exerted himself on behalf of the law,
The case of Bove and Iler was one of the most famous in the early

[ =

.

Weidensall’'s Visit to Germany

Y TRIP in Germany and visitation of
some of [tz pripnecipal Young Men's
Christian associations consumed tho
time from the 218t of Septémber to

the 20th of October, 18506, less four davs,
attending the meeting of the world’s Young
Men's Christlan association committee at
Geneva, Switzeriand, from Septewber 256 to
29.

I visited the following places in the order
pamed Berlin, BStuttgart, Ulm. Bpever,
Barwen, Elberfeld, Hamburg, Berlin (& seo-
ond time) and Dresden.

Berlin, the capital of the German empire,
has a populatdon of more than 2,000,000 in-
habitants and, next to London and Parls, is
the third largest city ln Europe. Being a
most important railroad center makes it, na
a matter of course, one of the most lmpor-
tant centers of travel, commerce and indus-
try In all Europe. Its schools of higher
learning, of music and of art are in the front
rank and attract thelr full share, if not
more, of the world's students. For exam-
ple, it8 university than 400
locturers and is nttended by 14,000 students.
“Under den Linden' is one of the most (a-
mous avenues of the world, not
of what It 15 in Itself, but becsuse of the
notable bulldinges and lnstitutions by which
it 18 fmmedlately surrounded At the east
end of the Lioden are The Royal castle,
the palace of Emperor William 1. the castle
of Emperor Frederick [I1. the cathedral, the
Natlonal museum, the Royal scademy, the
arsenal and the national monument of Em-
peror Willinm 1 The western terminus s
the beautiful Brandenburg gate that opens
outl to a serles of attractions—the Tiergar-
ten, the Monument and Avenwne of Victory,
the mugnificont Relchsiag snd monyments
of Blsmark. Emperor Prederick, ete. Fred-
eriek and Lelpziger streets, the chlef busi-
pess streels of the city, cross each other at
right anglea near the center of the city and
are allve with business from morulng until
late at might. Both sldes of these streets for
loag distances ln the center part of the clty
sre charmingly adorned with dispiay win-

employs more

because of

dows of Innumerable besutiful things to at-
tract purchasers. In the evenlngs and nights
these streets are crowded and olten jammed
with vehicles and pedestrians. Along with
these good things I am very sorry to say that
these same streete In the evening and till
late at night are the scenes of the social evll
to an alarming degree, lika St. Petersburg,
Russia, that does not augur well for the
morals of the young men and young women
of Berlin, nor for the sanctity and stablility
of the German famlly life that has in the
past been one of the highest and most glorl-
ous characteristica of the German people.
No wealth of the people, no philosophy of the
schools nor power of the guvernment can
make amenda for the injury that such a cor-
rupting evil Inflicts upon all ¢lasses, male
and female, old and young, of the entire
¢ty and nation,

Stuttgart, the capital and royal resldencs
of Wurtemburg, Germany, is a beautiful city
in the center of the kingdom asnd is sur
rounded by & plecturesque and historieal
country, Its sltuation at the junctiom of
express lines from the east and the west,
from the north and the south, makes it a llve
ety and convenlent ¢enter of bBusiness and
travel. While it has 8 population of 250,-
000 inhabitants and is pressing forward in
commercial and other busibess enterprises.
it retalns much that affords restfulness from
these exactions. There are many fine bulld-
ings. institutions, parks, monuments, etc.,
that are & pride to the clty. Mere mention
of several of them must sufce. The royal
palace Is tastefully arranged and decorated
{uside, elegantly furnished and full of rare
speciments of art and historical pote. The
Royal park, near the palace, s a gem of
beauty and copiains a very handsome high
plllar monument and the celebrated Eber-
hard group statue, that always atiracis abs
tentlion. The Young Men's Christian asso-
ciation bullding is one of the most imposing
and convenlently arranged assoclatlon strue-
tures in all Burepe. It contains the large
organ that was on exhibltion In the Chicago

uwnuog from this part of' Germany,

It ia an exceptionally fine one, The different
public institutions of Stutigart co-operate
more exiensively,and barmonlously than per-
haps those of any other large city in the
warld.

Ulm I8 an old and Interesting city. A
garrison polnt where many soldlers are gqusr-
tered. Its greatest attraction, however, Is
its old Lutheran cathedral, which hes many
notable characteristics; chief among them
is its magnificent tower, the highest of oy
church or bullding in the world.

Bpeyer, Germany, I8 & comparatively
small place, but potable in history. It has
& very old and lofty tower on ita principal
street and a very large Cathollc cathedral,
with many historica]l associations. “But
the magnificent Memorial church consecrs-
ted In 1604, with the splendid statue of Mar-
tin Luther at the entrance, in the ¢ld lm-
perial town of Bpeyer, may be gamed as one
of the monuments of the time of the Refor-
mation, as It was founded in memory of the
never-to-be-forgotten lmperial dlet, which
Inscrided in the mighty tome of the world's
history the name ot Protestant.'*

Barmen aud Elberfeld, twin cities, are
noted for thelr many and fine manufactories,
The opne unlque thing cemmon to both of
these citles is the suspended slectric tram-
way, pnllke any other in the world that 1
have seen. It runs through the centers of
both citles over (e bed of the river and s
a very popular means of trassportation,
About ten miles from Blberfeld is a very
high viaduct bridge, 100 meters above the
Wapper river, sald to be the highesat biridge
in the world.

Hamburg, one of the free citles of Ger-
many, Is the chlef port and seat of com-
merce on the maln land of Europe. Its pop-
ulation is 800.000. It was first founded by
Charlea the Great as a station for the exten-
elon of Christanity. The harbor has an
area of 2,600 meres, of which 800 geores {s
water. Its copstruction eost over 180,000,
000 marks and required five years to com-
plete. It has five miles of stone quays that

AContinued on Page Sewea.)

history of the city. The home of 1. D. Taylor, who kept a stum
gtation about ten miles west of Omaba, had been raided duoring
his sbsence. The men surprised the stableman, bound him, and late
bound Mrs, Tavlor in her bed reoom. Then they ransacked the house,
pecuring a conslderable sum In gold and silver. Hove wanted 1o
kil Mra, Taylor, sand with this Intention went to the bed on which
she lay and ralsed a dagger to strike. She looked straight inte
his eye and reproached him with the cowardliness of such an wet
ller also begged him not to commit marder,

When the men had fled Mra, Taylor managed to relense hersoll
and Immedintely hurrled to Omaha with the story of the ontrage,
A pomse was quietly orgnanized under Sherlff Sutton, and within a
few houre the men were apprehended in splte of the fact that they
had shaved thelr beards and purchased new clothes, The robbers
were ordered to stand In a row with ten of whom Alr,
Kennedy wng one, and Mrs, Taylor was then asked to plek out the
She did so without hesitation.

cltizens,

men who had robbed the house

Vigilance Committee of the Old Days

A meeting of citizens was called immedintely in front of the old
Ploneer block on Twellth Thirteenth
gtreets.  The question at whether to turn the men ovep
to the vigilance committes or to remand them to jall, The Douglns
connty Jall was a poor affnlr at that tlme and the fear that the men
would effect thelr escape was an argument againgt remanding them,
After appointing & committes of twelve citizens to obtain a con-
nnd

Faruum streot, bhetween nnd

fssue wis

fession from the accused and to atlempt to recover Lhe money
silverware taken, the meetlng adjourned untll the following noon,
when the committee reported a confession by ller and the recovery of
all the money except about §440.,

A great erowd was present at this meeting, jumming the streot
from slde to side. A. J. Poppleton presided and thers were severnl
gpeakers, {ncluding Mr. Kennedy, who pleaded with the mob to lot
the law take {ts course, He pointed out that the prisoners conld bhe
ghackled and handeuifed and guarded, so that escupe would be im-
possible, It secfied that renson was about to prevall, when from sa
upper window of the bullding eame a shrill voloe:

“1 demand that they be turned over to the vigilance committes,'

It was Mrs. Tarxlor. She stood there {n the window with hands
outstreched to the crowd. und thon
a line was drawn across the street,
over to the vigilance commiitee were asked to go to the right nnd

There was soiie more speaking.

All in favor of handing the non

the others to the left Mr. Kennedy declares that was the only
he attempted to Influence any man's vote, and the efforts of himacif
and several other§ resulted In bringing & small majority to the sldoe

in favor of lotting the law toke s conrse. Bur those who kuow
the methods of the vigilunce committee did not expoct o wee {h
alive In the morning. When the next day dawned the body of
was found bhanging to a beam in the corvidor of the fuil. ller could
not be found, but a pistol shot had been heard durlng the night and
it was believed that he had been ordered to country,

the order belng Impresséd upon him by a shot Irom o o«

men

zet out of the

volver.

Interest in Looal Politics

In the political lHfe and the educational upbullding of the em-
bryo city, 3Mr. Kennedy took a keen interest apd his activity was

great. He was elected anlderman from the Third ward In LRGZ,
George Armstrong was elected mayor at the same clection. The
latter left the city before the expiration of his term and Mr. Ken-

nedy filled it out. The following March Mr. Kennedy was elected
agaln and served one term, which at that time consisted of only
One Year.

He was elected in 1864 a member of the school board and held
that position for eight venrs, during which time he did much to
build up the educationnl system of the eity schools. The city owned
no buildings when he took charge. All schools werae held In rented
rooms. He Immediately sget abont bullding school houses, and us a
preliminary step to that he secured the passage of an ordinanco
doubling the saloon licenses and turning all fines to the support of
the publie schools of Omaha. When he retired in 1872 ho had =ecn
the clty's schools placed on the firm basls whers they have remalin:
since that time. It was under his adminlstratlon that the schoo!
were first organized and graded with a systematic course of lustris
tion throughout,

These were some of his local activities. His work for the state
was even more arduous and far-reaching. This begnn when, in 1864,
he was elected a member of the territorial leglsinture. In that
session he was chalrman of the judiciary committee, always an
Important post, and in that legislature especially so.

His most strenuous work was done probably in the territorial
council of 1866, of which he was a member., Mr., Kennady waa
appointed chalrman of the judiciary committee of the council, and
when It was declded to revise the statutes and the judlelary coms
mittees of both branches of the legislature met, he was chosen
chalrman of the joint committee, Then began o work which took
almost liternlly forty davs and forty nights of closest application,
outting out and putting in and patching up the erude laws of the
young territory. Mr. Kennedy went at It systematically, tolling
conscientionsly over one chapter, getting that having 1t
approvad, and then beginning on the pext, until work
was floished.

through,

the greut

Ardent Sporteman Even Yet

The Nebraska State Fish commisslon was the idea of Mr
Kennedy. He introduced the bill which crested It while he was
a member of the legislature In 1879, sud for ten years he wus &
member of the commission, 1t was a work which he dearly loved,
for he was and s an ardent sportsman. When the conversation
turps upon hunting or fishing his face lights up with joy. Aund thia
i a pecullarity of the man, for nature did not glve him the physlog-
pomy of & sporteman, That benlgo face with the white burnsides,
that kindly mouth, those mild blue eyes, were never meaut for the
hunter, hot upon the trall of a wounded quarry. A member of some
humane soclety we might easily conesive him to be. Hia convéras~
tion is kindly, his volce mild. hig laugh mellow, He wears a flat top
stiff hat, congresas shoes, & black sult and walks with a cane.

Mr, Kennedy was a membaer of the Sportsmen’s club, organized
during the early days for protecting the game of the country. Hoe
has killed much game in the viclnity of Omaha. He always toolk
great delight In fishlog. It was a great plessure for him te fish in
the Long Ploe river four yeurs after he had planted that stream
with trout and catch fish grown to three times the size they ever ni-
talned In the waters of the Vermont streams where he caught them
when a boy.

Aside from his work on the Omaha Board of Edueation, he has
been active also In other educatienal work and has always taken
a firm stand for a school and college system in tho state upon e
broadest foundation., He gerved for mors than a gquarter of a
century on the Btate Board of Education, being particularly active
in the upbujlding of the normal school system.

Three children were born to Mr. aud Mrs. Kennedy., Frances
A. resides with her parents o thelr comfortuble home, 2212 South
Twenty-ninth street; Willlam H. lives on his ranoh in Cherry county,
and Mra, W. 8 Poppleton, the yopngest daughtor, dled four years
ago

Mr. Kennedy has had a full Ufe, a life devoted to hLis pro-
fesslon, his family and the commonwealth In which Fate placed him,
He 18 stil] hearly as he approsches his elghtieth year. Hls com-
plexion is ruodds. A thick thatch of gray halr covers Lils head. He
walks with a cane, not because of feeblenesa, but because of an
geoident four years ago which left him with a “game" left leg. He
still does some law proctice, but s trying to shift the greatest
burdes from his shoulders, for he professes to belleve that wheo &
san is 80 yeurs old he should begin to take his esse
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